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T O 


THE KING 


S I R, 

Tp H E Honour of laying my Book at the 
-*• foot of Majefty conftitutes the fmalleft 
part of my pleafure, on receiving your 
ROYAL PERMISSION fof this Addrefs. 

I glory in the confcious»fatisfa6lion of dedi- 
cating it, to die Munificent Encourager of 
Knowledge in general ; to the Avowed Patron 

of that particular Branch of it, the Antiquities 
of Thefe Kingdoms ; to a Prince, Who has 
no caufe to blulh at the Idea, that Pofterity 

may 


DEDICATION. 

* 

may read, in the private Letters of the prefent 
Age, the undifguifed Opinion which His Sub- 
je6ls entertained of His moft fecret A6lions. 

A Permiflion to dedicate to fuch a King, is 
an Honour fo highly flattering, that it will ever 
be remembered with the utmoft Gratitude. 

♦ 

Condefcend, most gracious sovereign, 
to accept this humble Teftimony of profound 
R^ped, from 


YOUR MAJESTY'S 

Moft loyal Subjed, 


.And moft dutiful Servant, 


Eaft Dereham> 
November 23^ 1786. 


^ri^9m^-~\ 
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PREFACE. 


AL L civilized Nations have been anxibus to prcferve Nations 
every authentic record of their former tranfafl:ions,|ccol^. 
both public and private; and with the greateft reafon, 
fince even the proof of their .exiftence, as a nation of con- 
fequence in the eftimation of the real hiflorian, who pays 
no attention to fabulous narratives, entirely depends upon 
fuch undoubted memorials. 

Whenever, therefore, any particular period of a great Defeaive 
nation is imperfe£Wy known, from the want of real andfuppiied! 
authentic records ; every one, who wifhes to fee an*tin- 
broken chain of national events, will with the greateft 
eagernefs feize any information of undoubted authority,' ^ 
which prefents itfelf, from which either npw mafter may 
arife, or the truth of accounts now exifting may be afcer* 
tained, and confirmed. 

That our own kingdom has fewer authentic records ^^^ Records 
of the tranfatlions, during the reigns of Henry VI. of Henry vi. 
Edward IV. and Richard IIL than of many other earlier R'ch.^frr'* 
periods of our Hiftory, is a truth known to, and lamented 
by, every man of hiftorical knowledge. 

This deficiency of information in the above period The Rcafon«. 
arifes from the following caufes. 

a. L. The 
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I. The civil contentions between the houfes of York 
and Lancafter. 

II. The flaughter of our nobility and gentry in the 
field, and on the fcafibld. 

III. The unfetded ftate of property. 

IV. The invention of printing at the time. 

The operation of the three firft caufes is very obvious ; 
but as it may feem paradoxical to affert, that an invention 
to which learning owes its prefent wide diffufion, {hould, 
in its inftincy, have had a contrary efFeft, a few words of 
explanation on the fourth may not be improper. 
Employment ^^ ^^^ beginning of the art of printing, thofe who prac- 
p^ nt"r ^^^^^ '^^^^ ^'^ were folicitous to perpetuate things already com- 
mitted to writing, relative to paft times and pad occur- 
rences; not regarding recent tranfaflions as of equal 
confequence. 

This art likewife probably prevented the. writers of 
manufcripts from multiplying their copies; they forefeeing 
that the new invention would, in time, fupply a fufficient 
number at a much lefs price, by which means the value of 
their manual labour would be greatly diminifhed: and 
the early printers being bufy in preparing for the prefs old 
Hiftories, Legends, Difl:s and Sayings of Philofophers, 
Tranflations, 8cc. &c. could not find time for printing the 
then modern hiftory, which being preferved by few, the 
manufcripts containing it were eafily loft, or deftroyed, 
and fo never came down to us. 
Reformation The Dcftrudion which overwhelmed our manufcripts 
rava^ not ^^^ rccords at the Reformation, is not here confidered ; as 

xoQudered. 

that affefted all the preceding ages, equally with that which 

is now under our confTderation. 

Some 
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Some hifloric manufcripts, however, were without H^nc 
doubt locked up amongft family writings, where theyprcfavcd. 
remained unregarded and ufelefs for centuries; the 
poffeflbrs, if they knew they had fuch papers, conli- 
dering them as of no confequence; and if ever they 
were afterwards looked at, the examiner perhaps caft them 
afide as illegible. 

Would the ancient nobility and gentry of this Standi for 
kingdom, and the prefent owners of manors and eftates^^^ngg. 
formerly belonging to religious focieties, or to old and 
refpeftable families, permit their wormeaten writings and 
mouldy papers to be carefully perufed by thofe whofe 
education and purfuits have given them knowledge and 
tafte for fuch an undertaking, it might not even now be 
too late to difcover, and bring to light, many curious smd 
valuable manufcripts, which probably would afford us 
frefli' information in various arts and fciences, confirm 
doubtful Fa6b, and fix on fure foundations many events in 
our own hiftory, even from very early periods down to 
the Reformation, now unknown or uncertain. 

Thefe letters, which are here prefented to the public, Thcfe letten 
are a convincing proof, both of the prefervation of fuch^° example. 
papers, and of the negle^l which attends them ; for though 
they were in the poffeffion of different antiquaries for 
above a century, they have lain by totally negle6led, and 
perhaps forgotteni 

It is a truth greatly to be lamented, that almoft all Faults of 
general coUeftors, though eager in their purfuit, are fickle foSoaors. 
m the objeft ; whereas would they confine their attention 

Vol. L a to 
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to one particular, and hiaving laid in a fufficient fund of 
materials^ then ufe the fame ii>du(lry in digefting and 
arranging thofe materials, as they befwe employed merely 
in colleding them, and when thus put into order, give them 
to the public, how much good would they do to fociety, 
and to themfelveq ! inftead of which, as focm as a fufficient 
quantity of matter is amafled for their originally intended 
plan, the whdie is laid afide, and a new purfuit takes place : 
thus, wandering from one fpecies of colle^ling to another, 
their life wears away; they become old men, and pafs to 
their grave without having benefited their ccmtemporaries 
by any ufeful.or curious publicaticm; too often, it is to 
be feared, with ruined, or at leaft wafted eftates ; their 
colle6l:ions are then difperfed by public fale, perhaps for 
the fame purpofe as before collected — ta be looked atj laid 
ajlde^ and forgotten ! 
Foregoing Thefe obfervatfons occurred from the editor's particular 
jrcmarks acquaintance with a great coUeftor, pofle({ed of found 

exemplified -it.. iir-» • • r.- 

abilities, and whole judgment m points ot antiquarian 
knowledge was exjtenfive^ who frequently made refolu- 
tions, that next year he would digeft his various col- 
lections, and form fome of them for public infpefticm: 
but he wanted perfeverahce ; he grew old ; he died in 
his chair, at the advanced age of feventy-four years, 
without ever having comj^ed any literary undertaking, 
and in circumftances from which his children feh the 
eflfeds of his indifcretions. 
Prefcnt age To the honour, however, erf" the prefent age, we hav« 

wriim'*^'^ feveral learned antiquaries and colleftors, who have already 

pubr 
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publilfaedt aild are dill preparii^ for the prefs, works* 
which now place them amongil the firft writers, and will 
ccmyey dieir names to future ages with due credit to them- 
fclves, and honour to their country. 

Would colle6iors in general follow fuch examples, and They ftiouid 
each contribute his flock to the public fund of learning, to others, 
how inany ufeful and ingenious publications would come 
abroad i the rage for colle6^ions, acquired widi lols of for- 
tu^e^ would be in. a grfeat meafure flopped; and thofc 
alrtsiidy ^iMiinUy mode^ would remain in the refpe6iive 
fiimilies of the originai coUedor, as marks of his talk and 
learning. 


What a pkaliire would it be to a perfon fond 6f exa-Refieatont 
mining into the events of paft aiges, to be able to coftverle^" ^ **^* 
with thofe who lived in the times, and were prefent at the 
events themfelves \ As this cannot be, will not the next 
degree of pleafure arife from reading what thofe very 
perfons, at the very time when the events happened, wrote 
to their contemporaries ? 

This may here be done, by a perufal of their letters ; 
of the letters which they really wrote, and not fuch as 
are too often deliveted down to us by hiftorians, where 
the fentiiiients, the ftyie^ and the language, are generally 
tfaofe of the hiftorian bimfelf, md not of the perfon ; few 

a 2 real 
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real and original letters of ren^ote timps, being now in 

exiftence. 

Letters of Evcn the private letters of private men, who have lived 

afford plea- in ages pail, aflFord much pleafWe to a ftudious and con* 

^^ templative mind; we feem to fee the man, to converfe 

with him, and in his familiiu cffufions to penetrate his 

thoughts. 

But when the private letters of great men, men of 
eminence in the (Ite, whofe lives and adions fill the 
page of hiftory, are preferved and brought to light, how 
enthufiaflically do the antiquary and hiftorian pore over 
their contents; and examine with eager curiofity the 
flyle, the language, and even the hand-writing ; deducing, 
from all, inferences favourable to learning, and hiftory, in 
tracing the gleams of tafte and genius, in elucidating 
events already imperfeflly known, and in difcovering 
others hitherto unknown, 
to cT^ry Will not every reader receive greater pleafure from the 

fpeeches of princes,, warriors, and ftatefmen, in our great 
Shakfpeare's Drama, when he has feen their hand-writing, 
when he has perufed their letters, when he has only not 
converfed with the men themfelves ? 
particularly Will not the antiquary and hiftorian become, in their 
quaryand owu minds, almoft coutcmporarics with York and Can- 
^^^^^' terbury> Salift)ury and Warwick, Buckingham and Nor- 
folk, Sufiblk and Haftings ? 
Dark period From the reign of king Stephen, there is no period fo 
^^* flightly illuftrated by records, and authentic documents, 
as the turbulent and difirafled years,, which pafled from 

the 
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the latter part of Henry Vis*, reign, to the acceflion of Henry 
VII. almoft the only regifters preferved were written in 
chara6):ers of blood : battles and executions alone mark out 
to the hiflorian his path, from one fcene of confufion to 
another ; and his moft trufty guide is the genealogift, who, ^ 
recording the years in which fuch or fuch of the great no- 
bility were beheaded, afcertains the dates of the various 
revolutions. 

Whatever, therefore, tends to throw a gleam of light on 
fo clouded an horizon, muft be a grateful prefent to thofe, 
who would inveftigate their country's ftory ; and when we 
have defpaired of recovering any important documents 
of thofe difaftrous times, the fligbtefl relics of fo obfcure a 
feafon may ieeQi almoft as precious as the better preferved 
remains of periods fully iHuftrated. 

The blailed {lock of a tree, a heap of fk>nes,. is a welcome 
land-mark to a traveller, who fearches for a road amidft a 
level and dreary defert. 

In a dearth of information, how grateful a treafurepoUeaion o£ 
muft we efteem a coUeftion of private letters, written f^J**^ ^^^"^ 
during the combuftions occafioned by the quarrels between 
the two Rofes ! 

Any confidential effiifions between relations and friends, 
in thofe fad and dangerous moments, when conveyance 
was difficult, when families were divided into different 
fa£lions, and difaffedion to the triumphant party was pe- 
rilous, were little likely to be hazarded, and lefs likely to 
be preferved. 

At. 
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civu wars At a ittOTe itJCCtit *Ni of iittiikr complexion* diouf h lefe 

from 1640 *" ^ 

to i66o, fanguinary (from 1640 to the Rcftoration), how few pri- 
vate letters hlive appeaned; and oonfequently how few 
have pmbably reached the prefoit hour, wheti the taflie 
for hiftoric anecdotes is awake^ and would have invited 
publication ! 
Correfpond- In the heftt of civil difcord, familiar cOrre^ndetoce 
roS b tScs ^s undoubtedly circumfpeft ; and when hoftile patties ra- 
of civil dif. yage the country^ the itioft intiihate friends are caUtious 
of truftirig thefit fentiments to paper. • 

Charles himfelf> perhaps^ added to the mimbdr x^ tlk>fe 
who wene determined on hte deilrudioh^ by the difcovcry 
of 4bme intenltfOiis of his, trufted to a letter, which he fent 
to the Queen in the tnoft guarded manner^ as he thought ; 
but which fell into the hands of his enemies. 
Civil wars y From a remoter and far moi^ barbarous age^ we could 
tS^Rofcs.*^ little expefl: to attain notices of public occurrences, or de- 
tails of domeflic life ; and when we know fo little of the 
interior Of that great theatre, to which curiofity and intereft 
are moft attentive, the court ; when the councils and mea- 
fures of Henry VI. or rather of bis courageous queen and 
her favourites, of Edward IV. and of Richard III. have 
been fo imperfe^ly unravelled ; was it probable that a large 
intercourfe between refpeftable perfons, not ill informed 
in that dark feafon, fliould have been treafured up ; and 
after fo long an interval, be laid before the public? 
fff"? Such a valuable depofit did aftually exift, and is t^aw 

prefented to the reader in the following pages. 
Au^cnticity gycry Criterion of authenticity accompanies the ori- 
ginal 
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ginad docoxsients ; no novd cs* furpicioua anecdote will 
ftagger credulity ; no new hypothefis is to be eftabliihed^ 
or even prapofed ; no inveterate faith in received biftory 
i$ to be ihaken ; no eceentric genius is to appear, and call 
fear admiration of talents, that ex^eded his means of im^ 
pioving or difplayiqg them* 

The artlefs writers of thefe letters here cotptnunicate 
their private affairs, or relate tl» reports of the day ; they 
tcU their tale in the plain and uncouth phrafe of the tiwQ i 
they aim not at (hining by art or eloquqnce, and befpeaiR 
credit by total careleffneis of eorreftion and ornament. 

The principal fatisfaftion of the reador will arife from Sources of 
two fources. He will hear tfje events of the moment fronith "reader.^ 
perfons living at the time ; and wiU iee the manners aqd 
u^ges of that age, painted in the mod familiar language,, 
tindifguifed and unadorned. 

The aftors, as in Shakfpeare's hiftorjc plays, will be» by 
turns, the vi6);orious prince, the martial peers, the d^ieated 
and facrihced mimfteis> or per£cms of iniEerior rank. 

The meek and religioua Henry ,^ the reftlefe Warwick, 
the loyal Beauforts^, will attra3; attention, whether they 
become viftorious or fink in defeat ; £dward himfelf will 
now^ force battle upon his foes, now. hafleti to his corona- 
tion, now poft to the North to refift new foes; and each 
letter, like a change of decoration^ will prefent him in a 
different icene. - , 

The politic Richard witt take every hold meafure to 
fecure that crown, which, conicience tcUs hint,* fiotters oa 
his head. . 

4 , We 
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We (hall not learn many new exploits, but we Ihall 
Teem to fee thefe princes and their peers, ading the de- 
tails of their own times ; and though the details are fomc- 
times curfory and meager, it is a queftion whether, being 
thus brought under the eye, they will not interett us more 
than the barren and doubtful narrations, which we already 
poffefs of thofe reigns. 
Henry VI. Henry VI. will here appear the mild and dudile image 
of a king ; this day, guided by the aftive and undaunted 
fpirit of his queen ; to-morrow, a6ting under the direSion 
of the haughty and ambitious Warwick. 

Weak in mind and indolent in body, this prince might 
have been comfortable in the peaceful walk of private 
life ; in the exalted rank of fovereignty he muft at all times 
have been miferable ; without a will, or even a wilh, to 
aft for himfelf, he lived a puppet, and he died a vi6lim to 
the ambition of others. 
Edward IV. Edward IV. as foon as profperity and pleafure had fa- 
tisfied and enervated his ambition, funk into the arms of 
luxurious indolence; and his aftivity, as fovereign ma- 
gi (Irate, awaked only to rapid flarts of cruelty, as often 
as his repofe was difturbed by contradiftion. 

The purfuit of his right to the crown excepted, there 
was as little juflice as mercy in his proceedings ; the axe 
intimated his difpleafure, and his obdurate heart fpared a 
brother no^ more than a Lancaflrian ; he married his wife 
becaufe (he would not be his millrefs ; and took another 
man's wife for his miftrefs, who was willing to be fo. 

Obliged to conquer his fubje6ls before he coul^ be their 

King, 
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King, he difcovered neither fpirit nor policy in dealing 
with foreign enemies ; and yet, perhaps, there was more 
confiftence in his condu6t than in that of moft other heroes : 
Edward acquired becaufe he wilhed to enjoy; had he 
fucceeded peaceably to the crown, and could have enjoyed 
without acquiring, he perhaps would never have fought to 
make an acquifition. 

He preferred being paid for his own tranquillity by 
Louis XL to facrificing his tranquillity, his treafure, and 
the blood of his people, in purfuit of glory, at the rifk of 
his repofe : he did little for fame, and fame has done as 
little for him ; the fuperficial memorials of his vigour con* 
tained in the following fheets, will therefore be the more 
acceptable. 

We gajin fcarcely any frefli lights refpefting the doubtful Richard m. 
chara6ler of that ambitious prince Richard IIL except that 
in his difpute with his brother, Clarence was the aggreflbn 

As fovereign, his own proclamation, and the letters of 
his favourite Norfolk fhew us, he was making every war- 
like preparation againfl: his enemies, and ftimulating his 
fubjefts to their loyalty by an appeal to them ; we are, 
therefore, the more furprifed to find that any^ fuperftitious 
regard to the feftival of our Lady fhould, for a moment, 
prevent his fetting forward to meet the invader of his king- 
dom, or delay his perfonal attention to his military opera- 
tions in a fituation fo critical. 

However the ferocious policy of the: times may palliate 

fome of his aftions, thofe who think bed of him, muft ever 

condemn his cruel and illegal conduft in beheading Haft- 

yngs, Rivers, Vaughan, and Gray. 

• Vol. L b - Had 
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General 
remark. 


Reflexions 
on our own 
bleffings. 


Had his path to the throne been ilrait, he might have 
(hone in hiilory as a good prince ; for he certainly under^ 
flood the duty of a King better than his piede'cefror. 

His genius was enterprifing, and his temper liberal ; if 
his condud in the day of battle did not point him out as a 
confummate general, it exhibited him as a courageous fcd- 
dier ; ^er when he found all was loft, he fought his com- 
petitor, and bfaved death by ads of heroifm. 

T\xc fufferings of warriors, the diftreffes of private life, 
occaftoned by fo tempeftuous a feafon, and the concife ra- 
pidity of the narratives, will prefent a truer pifture of that 
turbulent period than could be exhibited by the artful pencil 
of a fedate hiftorian. 

May we, who live in a time of national tranquillity^ 
under a form of government defined and limited, with a 
prince upon the throne, whofc public and private virtues 
claim every mark of our loyalty and refpeft, be truly fen- 
fible of our own happinefs ! 

May the prefent bleffings which we experience, con- 
trafted by the dreadful calamities pourtrayed in the dif- 
tracted period of hiftory here prefented to our view, make 
us humbly thankful to the great Difpofer of all human 
events, and infpire us with fuch a becoming moderation in 
the enjoyment of thefe bleffings, that we may merit a con*, 
tinuance of them to ourfclves, and to ourpofterity ! 


Authenticity It wilL HOW be ncceffary to fatisfy the reader of the 
of the let""' authenticity of the letters here laid before him, by pre- 

1 fenting 
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fenting him with a pedigree of their defcent, accom- 
panied with fuch obfervations as have arifen in the mind 
of the editor, from an accurate examination of every one 
of them. 

Thefe letters were moft of them written by, or topar-pejjgrccof 
ticular perfons of the family of * Pafton, in Norfolk, (who*^ ^^"^"* 
lived in the reigns of Henry VI. Edward IV. and Richard III.) 
were carefully preferved in that femily for feveral de&ents, 
and were finally in the pofieflion of the earl of Yarmouth; 
they tl^n became the property of that great colle£k>r and 
antiquary Peter + le Neve, efquire, Norroy ; from him they 
devolved to Mr. J Martin, by his. marriage with Mrs. le 

Neve, 


* For an account of this family the reader is referred to the 

t Peter le Neve, efqtfire, a great coHe£tor ami antiquary, was born 2ift of 
January, 1661, made Rouge-oxoix purfuivant, i7di of Januarys 168^ Richmond 
herald fdi of April, 1704, and Norroy king of arms, the 25th of May foUowing. 

He was the firft prefident of the Antiquary Society^ on its revival in the be- 
ginning of this century, which office he nefigned in 1724, and ^ied on the 14th 
of September, 1729, at. 86. • 

He inherited a conftderable eftate at VThitchingham, and odier towns in die 
county of NorfUk, which, af^er his deceafe, and a long and expenfive conccft at 
law, was decreed by the houfe of lords to be die eibte of Jdin Norris, efquire, 
whofe grandfather had purchafed the reveriion of a Le Neve. 

t Thomas Martin, gent, of Palgrave, in SufFolk, was bom at Thetford, oh 
the gth of March, 1696-7^ was admitted a fellow of the Antiquary Society, in 
1718, and died fuddenly in his chair on the 7th of March, 1771, having very 
nearly completed his ^th year. 

He may be faid to have been born an antiquary, for from his very infancy a 
fondnefs for antiquities commenced, and he became a colleftor of books, &c. &c. 
almoft as foon as he could read. 

In matters of antiquarian refearch, his indefatigable and perifevering induflry, 
affifted by a flrong and retentive megiory, overcame all difficulties, and, without 
the advantage of a learned education, he acquired a fund of knowledge, which, 
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Neve, and were a part of his colledions purchafed by Mr. 
* Worth, from whom in 1774 they came to the editor. 

Paper. The f paper on which they are written, is of different 

degrees of finenefs ; fome fheets being rough, and, what 
we now call, very coarfe, while others are perfcftly fmooth, 
and of a much finer texture ; thefe different forts, however, 
ntuft have been all of foreign manufacture, fince the art of 
paper-making was not introduced into England before the 
reign of Henry VII. 

Paper mariM. The J paper marks are various, and are always exprefifed 

though he did not turn it to his own pecuniary benefit, he very willingly and 
with great clearneis communicated .to any who applied to him for information 
in the various branches of antiquarian inveftigation. 

His coUedtions were large and various, and what remained of them at bis de- 
ceafe, were fold by his adminiftratrix to Mr. Worth, for 630K 

* Mr. John Worth, an apothecary and chemift, at Difs, in Norfolk, pur- 
chafed Mr. Martin's colle£tions, with an intention of arranging,. and then felling 
them to the beft advantage. 

He was ele£led a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries in 1771, and, before he 
had completed the iale of his coUeftions, died fuddenly, on the 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1774. • 

+ In a ftanza of the Proemt to ** Bartholomeus de Proprietatibus Rerum,** 
printed by Wynkcn de Worde, about 1495, wherein he recalls John Caxton 
to our remembrance, is the following curious memorial of our firft paper-maker : 

" And John TaU the yonger^ Joye mote hem broke^ 
** Whiche late bathe in Englond doo make this paper thynne^ 
* ** That now J in our Englyfshj this bote is prynted inneJ* 

His paper mill is likewife recorded to have been in^the town of Hartford, 
and the mark on his paper is a ftar of eight points, or rays, within a double 
circle : it is engraved on plate xiii* N^ 6. 

% The paper marks are thofe figures formed by wires, on the fieve at the 
bottom of the mould in which the paper is made, and are imprefled on it in its 
pulpy ftate. 

From thefe marks the different forts of modern paper are named,* and the time 
and place of its manufafture afcertained. 

They arc often called the water-marks. 

as 
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as authenticating the age of the paper ; and the reafon why 
fcveral of the Jetters have no paper mark, is the following : 
the portion ufed of a fheet of paper was no more than what 
was required to contain the writing, as the paper is always 
cut off from the flieet at the end of the letter ; Ihort letters 
therefore are often without any paper mark, and others 
have it cut through, fo that only a part of it remains on the 
letter. 

The fize of the whole (heets of paper varies from ten size of Hw 
to twelve inches in -length, . as the writing runs, and^**^*^' 
from about fixteen to feventeen, or eighteen inches in 
depth. 

The various fizes of the letters themfelves, are from ten to size of the 
twelve inches in length, to three, fix, eight, ten, or twelve ^"?"* 
inches, or more in depth, according to the quantity 
of the matter written ; and each letter has its fize here fpe- . 
cified at the end of it,, in inches and parts of inches. 

Moil of the letters have been neatly folded up in different Form, and 
fiiapes, from three to four inches in length, and from one the kttfrs! 
and an half to three inches in breadth, having either a 
hole cut by a knife, and a piece of paper put through it ; 
or threads drawn through by a needle, and brought under 
the feal, by which they were faftened. 

Many of the feals are fo far perfe6t as to difcover thescaU, 
impreffions of arms, crefls, letters, heads, or fome other 
devices ; all of which will be mentioned in the notes to 
the letters on which they appear; fome of them have like- 
wife a braid of firing, or flraw twifled round the impreffion^ 
aiid fixed when the wax was warm. Such of the feals as 

remain 
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remain pcrfcft, or nearly fo, are engraved on a plate by 
tbemfelves, of which a defcription is annexed at the end of 
the work. 
iiand- The hand-writing in fome of the letters is, though black 

^" '°^' and thickt very true and legible ; in others, the decypher- 
ing of it has been attended with much trouble and diffi- 
culty. 
Ink. The ink in general flands well, • but where any dampnels 

has reached it, is become yellow, and in fome places the 
colour is quite gone. 
Method The method obferved, in preparing thefe letters £31 

^^^ "^ * public infpe£tion, is the following. 

Contraaions, The contraflions, di^cb, modes of fpelling and point- 

nued?" ^* ing, ufed in the original letters are exa&ly fcdlowed in the 

copy ; and wherever capitals appear in the one,, they arc 

continued in the other. 

Tranfcripti The thought of tranfcribing each letter, according to 

ortho^ra." *^^ ^^^^* ^^ modem orthography and puni6hiation, arofe 

phy, &c. from a hint which the edilsor received from aa aiitiquaiy» 

refpedable for his knowledge and publications; whofie 

opinion was, that many would be induced to read thefe 

letters, for the fake of the various matter they contain, for 

their ftyle, and for their curiofity, who, not having paid 

attention to ancient modes of writing and abbreviations, 

would be deterred from attempting fucb a talk, by their 

uncouth appearance in their original garb. 

Some readers perhaps may think, that a fele6): number 
only of the original letters, printed in their antique drefs, 
would have fufficed as fpecimens to gratify the taAe of the 

antiquary. 
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antiquary. Let fuch however confider, that a faithful de- 
lineation of our language, during a period of almoft half a 
century, in an age too, famous for little befides its barba- 
rity and civil diflen(ic»is, is a matter not only of much 
curiolity, but of fome ufe ; and though this method of 
printing the letters has been attended both with additional 
txx>uble and expence, yet it is hoped that the purchafer will 
not think that too high a price his been fet upon thefe 
volumes, as the editor aflures him that if he be paid 
by the fale for his trouble and expences attending the pub- 
lication, he ihall be fatisfied. 

In the tranfcribed letters, except in the fpelling and 
pointing, as little alteration is made as was poflible ; the 
turn of exprefiion and phrafeology of the original, even 
where the grammar is defeftive, being preferved. The 
editor is confcious, however, that even in the tranfcribed 
letters a word will fometfmes be found in the old form, 
arifing from that familiarity with the old language, which 
fufifered it not only to efcape his pen in writing, but like- 
wife to pafs unnoticed in correfting the (beets. 

It ought to be remarked here, that in many places the 
fenfe of the original appeared on the fir ft reading defe61ive, 
and feemed to require an infertion of words to complete 
it ; but, on a more attentive perufal, and the proper placing 
of a ftop, the feeming difficulty often vanifhed, and, allow- 
ing for the mode of expreffion then in ufe, the writer 
ftands clear of any ambiguity. 

The obfolete words are continued, but the fenfe is ex-obfoietc 
preffed by modem words or phrafes, in Italics between^aincd.^^' 
crotchets. 

How 
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How well the editor has fucceeded in this plan, he 
leaves to the judgment of antiquaries to determine ; he 
can only affure his readers, that he has endeavoured to be 
as correft, as gloflaries, diftionaries, &c. &c. would per- 
mit him. 

The original letters are often without either ftops or 
breaks ; this confufcs the fenfe, and renders it obfcure to 
many, particularly to thofe who are not converfant in an- 
cient writing ; in the tranfcribed letters the editor has en- 
deavoured to amend thefe defefts. 

The dates are fometimes, though feldom, fully expreffed 
in the letters, except in fome of thofe of particular writers, 
as fir John Faftolf, and fir John Pafton ; the day of tlic 
month only, or the faint's name, to whom the day is dedi- 
cated, being generally all the date they have. 

The editor has taken fome trouble to fupply thefe de- 
fe6ls, arid to fix the exaft dates of the letters from calen- 
dars, from fome fa6l mentioned, or other data in the letters 
themfelves, and by thefe means to place the different letters 
in chronological orden In this, his fuccefs has in a great 
meafure anfwered his own expeftations, and he hopes 
thofe of his readers will not be disappointed, fince they may 
not be aware how much time and trouble the afcertaining 
of the date of a fingle letter has fometimes coft him. 

It is proper here to obferve, that the date of the year is 
always fuppofed to commence pn the 25th day of March ; 
and that the full dates are always placed at the end of the 
tranfcribed letters ; where, notwithftanding alL the endea- 
vours of the editor, fome llill remain uncertain as to the 

exaft year, &c. 

If 
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If any rfeader of this book ihould be dble to afcer- 
tain thefe, or to corre61: any other miftakes or inaccu* 
Tacies, he will confer an obligation on the editor by 
communicating his remafks. 

There appears to have been no general rule for fpelling Spelling 
^t this time ; but it feems, as if ^ found and the humour of 
the writer alone direfted it. 

In a letter of fir John Pafton to his brother, dated zgth of 
September, 1471, 11 E. IV. (p. 80, vol. ii.) the vrord ground 
is fpelt three difierent ways' in the fpace of two lines: 
" what hyght the arche is to the gronde off the ilde and 
" how hye the grounde off the ijwy r is hyer then the groxonde 
" of ye ilde." 

Neither do the fpelling, the ftyle, nor the pronunciation 
(if we may judge of that from the fpelling) differ fo much 
fixrai thofeof the prefent time, as might be reafonably ex- 
pe6ted ; and the fpelling alone of thofe letters, written by 
perfons who had been educated by the religious, or in the 
families of 4he great, would have given flifficient reafon 
for fufpicion, that the ingenious poems, publilhed a few 
years ago under the name of -Rowley, were fpurious, if 
at this time any doubt remained concerning them. 

Some of thefe letters may be thought to contain noAnccdotrs 
anecdotes worth preferving, or only fuch as are already ^^^^j^, 
kAown; the latter it is acknowledged will be often the 
^cafe ; but then* we ftiali become acquainted with the epifto- 
lary and familiar ftyle of an age, of which no fpecimens 
-of this kind were known to exift ; and from the contents 
often form a better judgment of the chara61:er and abilities 

Vol. I. c of 
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of the writer, than from any accounts our hiftorians hav€ 

given of him. 
Diffcicntrea- The editor is likewife confcious^ though in many of 
different fen- the letters there may be a lingle anecdote worthy of curio- 
tiincnts- gj.y^ y^j. jj^g^j. £-^jj^ readers may tonfider the remainder as 

of no confequence ; this may fometimes be the cafe with 
thofe particular readers, when others from the fame letter 
may receive fuch information relative to the manners, &c. 
of the times, as will not only pleafe, but fatisfy them. 

Others of thefe letters, containing no particular flate 
anecdotes, may by many be confidered as not of fufficient 
confequence for publication j the editor however will hope 
that thefe very letters may have their value, as containing 
fbme traces of national manners, more charafteriftic of this 
unenlightened period than pages of hiftorical declamation. 

Some of them are inferted as differing in ftyle, in fpelling, 
&c. from others of the fame reign ; and many of them will 
give us a better opinion of the mode of education then 
praflifed than we have been taught to conceive, or are wil- 
ling to allow. 

The editor has fometimes found • great difficulty in 
judging what letter or part of a letter to omit, when he has 
thought it of no confequence, as being neither hiftorical, nor 
delineatingany feature of the times; confidering, that though 
it might not appear to him to convey any information, yet 
that it might be ufeful to other antiquaries in their particu*- 
lar inveftigations ; when any letter or part of a letter, there- 
fore, appears trifling to any particular reader, he hopes 
this confideration will entide him to indulgence. 

The 
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The editor has like wife inferted in this colleftion two Specimens 
pieces of poetry of thefe reigns ; the firft is a letter in verfe^ *^ ^^ 
to Sir John Pafton (Letter * LXXVII. vol. ii. p. 234) ; the 
other a Poem addreffed by a lady to an abfent nobleman, 
who had gained her affedions (Appendix, VII. yol. ii. p. 
304) ; neither of which is given as having either matter or 
information of much confequence, but merely as a fpe- 
cimen of epiftokry poetry ; each however has fome merit, 
and deferves a place in a work of this kind. 

Wherever the accounts in thefe letters agree with our Hifioricai 
hiftory, they confirm the truth of it; where they differ, '°^''™^^'''** 
they certainly give the report of the time; and if the relater 
be, either from his fituation or conne£lions> likely to have 
authentic intelligence, deferve our credit ; how far they 
fhall command it, every reader is left to judge for himfelf.. 

They contain many private anecdotes of perfons, places. Private 
and things^ then perhaps beneath the dignity of hiftory to 
tranfmit to pofterity, as common occurrences of the times ; 
but which will probably gratify the tafte which at prefent 
prevails for every information concerning the tranfa6lions 
of former ages. 

Scenes of private life, accounts of private perfons, and 
what the cuftoms of the age then made familiar, are now 
become, by the lapfe of time, matters of curiofity, and 
claim our attention;. 

The letters of the nobles are generally written by their XoWemcn'i 
fecretaries, and each iigned only by the peer himfelf, though ten ^by fc"^ 
in feveral the conclufion, and a fentence or two at the end,'^'"""^^"" > 
are added by the pen of the nobleman,. 

c 2. The 
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The fpelling and flyk of thefe letters vary ftill lefii from 
the modern than thofe of others of the fame period ; ^tMn 
which we may conclude, that thefe fecretaries were perfons 
of education, trained up in the families of the greats or 
brought up by the churchmen ; many of them doubdefs 
being churchmen themfelves, or belonging to fbme reli- 
gious fociety. 

The hand-writing likewife of thefe fecretaries is generally 
fair and good. 

Peihaps fome of the readers of this book msLy obje6): to 
the omillion of authorities, refpe6ling the notes which are 
given to the letters. 

The editor acknowledges the omiflion ; but as he fiip- 
poles that mod of thole, who read his book, are already 
converfant in the Hiftory of Elngland ; the conftant pcfer- 
'€nce to HoUingftied, Stowe, Speed, Rapin, &c. &c. to 
fuch, would be difg^ifting, efpecially as the notfis contain 
chiefly matters of fatt, neceffary to explain the text ; but, 
when hinted, familiar to every perfon who has made hif- 
tory his ftudy. The fome reafon will acquit the editor to 
the genealogift, refpefting births, marriages, and deaths. 

But where at any time he has had occafion to differ, 
either from the hiftorian or genealogift, he has quoted his 
author, &c. 

The editor could eafily have both multiplied and length- 
ened his notes, if he had fuppofed it would have been ac- 
ceptable ; but, as he wiftied in matters of doubt to leave the 
folution to the judgment of his readers rather than obtrude 
his own opinion^ he has often been cautious Qf advancing 

it; 
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ijt : and has theiiiefore made his ob{eryations as concife as . 
poflibje^ his intention conOantly being, only to reminfi 
the antiquary and hiJQof ian as to thp &£l, pe ribni ^c« an4 
to {hew thofe who are not ib w/sli yerfed in hiftorici^l read* 
ing, that fuch tranladions have happejv^d, ^d tha^ fjucli 
perfons have lived, &c. by which means, if they have any 
curiofity for farther information, they may fatisfy it by 
recurring (o our befl hillorians. 

The notes fometimes mention the fame perfon more than 
once, but, as they are generally very {hort, this was 
thought better than referring the reader from page to page, 
and from letter to letter. 

The pedigree of the Pallon family will exhibit fuch anpafton 
account of the feveral perfons, who are either the writers, p^'^'s^- 
or the receivers, &c. of any of the letters here inferted, 
that a reference to that will always fhew the conne6Uons of 
the particular perfon, of whom any information may be 
required. And if the reader be defirous of obtainii^J*^^^^^^^ 
fuller accounts, than what are here given, of fuch perfons 
mentioned in the following work, as are defcended from 
families which have flourilhed in the county of Norfolk, he 
is referred to " Blomefield's Eflay towards a Topographical 
Hiftory of the county of Norfolk," in five volumes folio. 

The editor hopes that the care and expence employed in Autographs, 
having all the autographs, * paper-marks, and feals ^n-^^m^^j 
graved, will be more than compenfated by the fatisfadlions"^^*'- 

* The engraving and defcribing of the paper-marks may be a means of afcer- 
taining the dates of many old writing?, by comparing the marks on the paper 
with thofe here given, 
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* the reader will receive, from viewing an ^joStfacfimiU of 
the various hand-writings of the different perfons, whofe 
correfpondence forms the enfuing volumes, and from fee- 
ing not only the marks which authenticate the age of the 
paper on which the letters are written, but Hkewife the 
feals of the writers themfelves. 
References to The autographs, paper-marks, and feals, are to be found 
^"'' wherever mentioned throughout the book, by examining 
the plate and number referred to in the notes, &c. 

A lift of the plates and numbers, referring back to the 
feveral letters, whofe autographs and paper-marks are en- 
graved, is likewife added. 

This lift is preceded by a catalogue, wherein all the let- 
ters, with their dates, autographs, and paper-marks are 
chronologically arranged. 

On Plate vi. N^ 31, the editor has given a fpecimen of 
the Arabic figures then in ufe ; and likewife at N^ 32, the 
points or ftops which are in many of the different letters 
fometimes ufed, though with no great precifion ; the firft is 
ufed as a comma ; the fecond and third for a longer paufe ; 
and the other four, by different writers, as periods. 

The reader is defired to keep in jnind the difad vantages 
arifing to the editor from his diftance, not only from the 
public libraries of this kingdom, but likewife from any 
confiderable. private colleflion of books. His refearches 
have been confined almoft entirely to fuch books and MSS. 
as his own library has furnifhed him with ; had he refided 
in a place, where accefs to the well furnifhed (helves of 
cither public focieties, or private coUeftors had been within 
- % his 
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his reach, he could moft undoubtedly have illuftrated fome 
of the following letters more to his own fatisfa6liont and to 
that of his reader. He can however with trudi affirm that 
no acquifitions within his power have been neglefted ; and 
he is willing to hope, that though the antiquary and hiftorian 
may doubt his abilities, they may ftill commend that in- 
duftry and application which he has ufed, in endeavouring 
to make thefe curious letters more worthy their infpeclion. 

Having now given the reader every neceffary informa-Thankt 
tion, it only remains for the editor to return thanks, in this'"^^^'^^' 
public manner, for the affiftance, which he has received 
from the honourable Horace Walpole, the reverend fir 
John * Cullum, bart. and Edward King, efq. men who 
are fo well known in the world of literature, that their 
names (whenever they are permitted to be ufed) will ftamp 
a value upon any work, which they may honour with their 
approbation. 

Should therefore thefe volumes, thm honoured^ nieetconciufioo, 
with any degree of public favour, the editor will think 
himfelf moft amply repaid for the care and attention, which 
he has cheerfully employed in preparing them for the prefs. 


* The editor ilncerelj laments that.thefc^jtbanks now remain only as a tefti- 
mony of rerpe<9:, to thcinemory of his late learned and ingenious friend, who 
iied on Sunday the 9th day of Oftobcr, 1785. lEt, 53, 
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TH E Editor wifhes to be thought not infenfible to the The Editor's 
favour with which the Public has honoured his la- mem to the 
bours, and is happy to find, by the rapid fale of the firft ^^^^*^' 
edition of thefe Letters (the whole impreflion having been 
difpofed of within the week of publication), fuch a con- 
vincing proof of the tafte of the age for authentic docu- 
ments of formeiAimes. 

He has the pleafure to inform his reader, that fince their Affiftancc re- 
firft appearance, George Steevens, Efq, the learned and ^*^^ * 
ingenious Editor of Shakfpeare, has enriched them with fe- 
veral valuable notes, and has likewife pointed out many er- 
rors, which his accurate knowledge of our ancient language, 
cuftoms, and manners enabled him not only to difcover, 
but alfo to correfl ; of thefe notes and correftions, the 
Editor, by his permiffion, has thankfully availed himfelf. 

As this work has been fo very favourably received, the Continuation 
Editor is preparing for the prefs, a further feleftion of Let- fhc pYefe! ^"^^ 
ters and Papers, written during the reigns of Henry VL 
Edward IV. and Richard IIL to which he intends adding 
fuch as are in his pofleflion, which were written in the 
reign of Henry VIL And as'^e fame care and attention 
Vol. L d . . . . will 
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will be employed in the continuation, as have been already 
exerted in the prefent volumes, he flatters himfelf that the 
expedations of the inquifitive fearcher into the ufs^es of 
former ages, will not be difappointed. 
Original MS. It may not be improper juft to mention, that the ©ti- 
hibited, ^"^ ffinal Q^anufcript iLetteV0 were, immediately after the pub- 
lication of the firll edition, depofited for fome time in the 
Library of the Society of Antiquaries, for the general 
ihfpeftion and examination of the Members of that, and of 
the Royal Society, 

« 

Bad Dereham, 
23d March, 1787. 
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ACCOUNT of the PLATES. 

AS a work of this kind is made in^ereftingy not only by 
(hewing the manners of the times,^ but likewife by pre* 
ferving the features of particular perfonages^ the editor has 
prefcnted the reader with a portrait of king Henry VI. from Hcmy VI. 
an original drawing, as a frontifpiece to the firft volume. And 
for a fimilar ornament to the fecond, he has been favoured 
with a delineation, by John Charles Brooke, efq. from a 
painted window in the etoir of the Dominican church, at St. 
Omcr's, in the province of Artois, in the French Nether-, 
lands, reprefenting Charles, duke of Burgundy, and Margaret, Duke and 
his Duchefs^ which he has alfo had engraved for the reader's BurguDdy. 
fatisfadibn. 

The accounts hereafter given of each of thefe, the editor 
hopes, will not prove uninterefting to the antiquary. 

The badges of the Houfe of Lancafter are likewile engraved Lancaftrian 
from original drawings, and accompany the plate of the king. 

The fmall engraving on the title page reprefents the prefent 
venerable remains of the principal tower of the caftellated man- Caiftcr 
fion at Caifter, near Yarmouth, in Norfolk, the chief refiding 
place of fir John Faftolf, knight, fo often mentioned in thefe 
letters, and which, tradition fays, was finifhed by him with a 
part of the money which he received for the * ranfom of John, , 

f For an account of this ranfom, fee Letter XXVIH. vol. I. p. 122. 
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Arms. 


Autographs. 


duke of Alen9on9 whom he took prlloner at tlie l>attle of 
Verneuil^ in 1424. 

Xhe armorial ^e<irings there given, are thofe of the editor. 
For this drawing the editor is particularly obliged to Francis 
Groie, efq. 

The plates numbered from i to vii« contain fac fimiltfs of 

the names, titles, &c« of the different writers of the letters 

contained m this worjc ; and thofe from viii to xiii. prefent 

Faper-marici. exad): figures of the paper--marks worked into the paper oh 

which the original letters are written. 
Seals. The xivth plate reprefents fuch of the feals with their de^ 

vices as now remain on the letters themfelves. 

» 

Fac Similes. Thc xvth plate preients ^he^rcadcr with a fee fimile of part 

of a letter written by that great ftatefman Richard Nevile, 
carl of Salifbury. 

And with a fac fimile of a whole letter of the hand- writing 
of . Elizabeth, dnchefs of Suffolk, Cfter of our kings Ed- 
ward IV. and Richard III. 

The xvrth plate (hews the back part of the fame letter, with 
the direction, memorandum, marks, feal, &c. 

And on it is likewife engraved the fac fimile conclufion of a 
letter written by William Lord Haftyngs, Lord Chamberlain 
to Edward IV. 
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FRONTISPIECE TO Vol. L 


An ORIGINAL Portrait of King Henry VL 


THIS figvre kneeling, having a chalice in his right, and Defcriptlon 
the cover of it in his left hand, drefled in rich robes, ^pje^. 
with the collar of the order of the garter, exhibits to us a 
curious refemblance of king Henry VI. 

The countenance and pofture are charaderiftic of that un- 
fortunate prince, efpecially after the time of his dcpofition, 
between 1460 and 1470 ; the apparent age too agrees, he being 
then between forty and fifty years old. 

The drawing is executed with fpirit, and coloured ; and the 
colours of the drapery are likewife written, as drap d*or, &c. 

It was (when it came into the editor's poffeffion) pafted upon 
a Ihectof paper, containing many ancient devices of the Houfes 
of York and Lancafter, and of feveral of the nobles and knights 
who were engaged in their interefts. 

Thcfe drawings, writing, and paper, were of the time of 
Henry VI. or Edward IV. between 1450 and 1470 ; this por- 
trait therefore was either taken from ,a painting done in king 
Henry's life-time, during his depofition and imprifonment in 
the Tower, or it might be an origbal iketch for a pifture, 
or vidimus for a glafsjpainter. 

a On 


Ixxx An Original Portrait of King Hsnrt VL 

Mound and Onitkc ft^»c^'ptrpcr,^ w.ith.the drawing of the king, wasthe 

mound or globe ; and on the paper, upon which the drawing 
was pafted, were the badges (fee the plate), of the Houfe of 

* • mm. 

Lancafter, namelj, the red rofe ; the feather and fcroU, with 
the Motto 31C]^ HtUt ; and the Broom-pod. 

The paper, on which the portrait was drawn;, had no paper- 
mark remaining, being only part of a (heet, and that likewife 
torn ; but that on which the badges, &c. were drawn, had a 
coronet for a paper-mark* 

See Badge Plate, N^ 5. 

N. B. The fame paper-mark is upon feveral leaves of a 
MS. account-book of fir John Howard, who was afterwards 

the firft duke of Norfolk of thntmixncy the original writing 

on which is dated loth of Auguft, 1463, 3 E. IV. and at 
pages 31, 34, 38, 47, and 50. 

This confirms the date of the badges, &c. 

« 

Thedra\\iDg. The drawing of the king is in its original ftate, as to colours, 

&c. but cut from the paper, various parts of which were chafed, 
dirty, and torn ; the portrait however remained perfeft, ex- 
cept a fmall portion of the robe behind, which the engraver 
has fupplied. 

Likcndi. It is worthy of remark, that the countenance of this prince, 

in the plate in Mr. Walpole's ** Anecdotes of Painting,'* re- 
fenting his marriage, greatly refembles that here given to him, 
the difference of his age being confidered. 

Henry 
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An Original THwftTRAiT of King HBwaY VL Ixxxi 

Henry VL was bom in 1421 ; became king in 1422^ was 
confpired againft by the Houfe of vYork, in 1450; depofed 
in 1460; reftored in 1470 ; depofed again, and murdered in 
^471* ^.50. 

In the drawing, the hair of the 'king is x^refented of a 
yellowifli brown colour, his robe is crimfon, bordered with 
^gold lace, and the upper garment is of doth of gold, doubidi 
<down with ermine. 
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FRONTISPIECE TO Vol. II. 

CHARLES, Duke of BURGUNDY. 
MARGARET, Duchefs of BURGUNDY. 

THIS reprefentation of a mod beautiful painting on glafs,Dcfcripti<5* 
in a north window of the choir of the Domiuicantifpiecc. 
church, in the ftreet of the Commandant at St. Omer's, was 
drawn by John Charles Brooke,, efq^. Somerfet Herald, on a 
tour which he made through Flanders, in the fummer of the 
year 17 So; and as no memorial of a fimilar nature remains 
of thefe perfonages in this kingdom, he has, in the mofl friendly 
manner, permitted the editor of this work to have an engraving 
taken from his delineation, left time or any other accident (hould 
deftroy fo beautiful a picture, compofed of fuch frail materials. 

The painting reprefents Charles, duke of Burgundy, and 
Margaret Plantagenet, his duchefs, fifter of our kings Edward 
IV. and Richard III. 

This prince was the laft duke of Burgundy, of the Houfe ofcharfc* 
France, and was fon ef PhjJjp. the Good, Duke of Burgundy, JJ^ti,-. 
.by Ifabella of Portugal. 

He was bom at Dijon, in 1433, ^^^ ^^^ i^e firnames of the 
Bold, the Warrior, and the Rafh. 
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IxxxiY D U K E AN D UUCHESS 

He g^reatly ailifled king Edward IV« his brother in law, whea^ 
driven out of England by Henry VI. in 1470, and being dif* 
mounted from his horfe, was (lain in batlie, before the city/ of - 
Nancy, in Lorraine, on the 5th of- January, 1-477, ^ed 44 yearsi • 

This duke was firft buried m St. George's church, in that city, 
but -afterwards, in the year 1533» ^'^ emperor Chirles V." bli 
great grandfon and heir, caufed his body to be removed from, 
thence to the church of Notre- Dame, at Bruges, and had it"" 
there depofited before the high altar, in the tomb of Mary of 
Burgundy^ his only daughter, where a moft beautiful monu- 
ment is ere€ted bver him, having his ' effigies cumbeht,;of cop* 
per richly chafed' and gilt, in armour, and the mantle bf the 
golden fleece, a broken fpear being reprefented in his right 
breafl,' denoting the manner of his death ; and on each fide 
of the tomb are gcnealbgical' trees of chafed copper gilt', hung" 
with efcutcheons enamelted| (hewing his Various royal allFance^i^ 

Mary, his only child,' was* married' to the emperor *Maxi-' 
milihn, and carried all the inheritance of the Netherlands to the 
H6ufe of* Aliftria ; (he lies near him, in a tombfitnilarly orn;a- 
nnented, and^ equally elegant ; both thefe monuments were 
repaired by. the late cmprefs queen in the year 1755, at the 
expence of 12,000 Florins, and ar^ kept covered, except on^ 
high feftivals; nor are they everfltewnto ftriwigers, bat by; a.i 
particular t>rder from the ftatcs of Bruges.' 

* Sec Later LXXXI. yoL iU p. 254. 
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OF BURGUNDY. hxvt- 

Margaret, duchefs of Burgundy^ was a lady of fuch ^^'^•JJj^^Jf 
ordinary note in the annals of her time, that any memorialaurgundy, - 
concerning her is worth preferving.. 

She was the third daughter of the unfortunate-Richard Plan* 
tagenet, duke of Yorlc, {lain • at the battle of Wakefield, im 
1-460, in his attempt to- wreft the crown frona the Houle^of 
Lancafter, by Cecily his wife, youogeft' daiighter of Ralph^ 
Nevilc, earl of Weftmoreland, and was ♦ married to the duke> 
of Btirgundy, in the city of Damme, by- the^ bKhop of Salif* 
bury, cm thei3dof July, 1468, in'^^ the 8th year of the reign* 
of 4ier brother king Edward IV. being his third wife ; but^ 
by him (he had no iflue» 

She furvived her hufband many years, and pofleffed fuch 
power and influence in the Low Countries, then the feat of trade, 
and the richefl* provinces in Europe, as^ enabled her to give 
great afliftance to her own family^ the Houfe of York^ in their 
cppoiition to the Lantaftrian party* 

She is faid to have been the chief contriver of thofetwo coun- 
terfeit Plantagenets, Perkin Warbeck and Lambert Simnel, who 
reprefented her^^phews ; and fhe fo dlfqtiieted the government 
of England duririg4ltr whole Tift;: in the reign of Hciiry VIL 
that the king's friends were wont to fcall her Jurio, (he being to' 
that prince as fevere an enemy as that goddefs was to iEneas^^ 
moving heaven and earth againft him. 

* See a GuriDQt account »f thisjuarriafe in Letter XXUI. vol«>ii.p. 3. 
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In theyear 1 500i (he was godmother to the enjperoi: Charles T» 
atid gave him at the fobt that name, in memory of her hufband^ 
Charles, duke of Burgundy, his great grandfather. 

She died at Mechlin, in the year 1503, an<J wa« interred m 
the church of the Cordeliers, m that city^ 

This princefs was a great benefa^^refs to various religicnia 
houfcs in her dominions, of .which fundry memorials remain in 
the Netherlands. 

. On the North fide of the little cloLfter of the Carthufian mo-, 
naftery, at Longuenefa, in Artois, are her arms in a lozenge, 
as a dowager, fupported by an angel kneeling^ and. underneath, 
is this infcription, in ancient charafters. 

.^relbattlte SDame et fort hitn renomee, 
SD^ IBoftcfioiQnoe trefpnitfonte WwttSi, 

%ttVitxtvivilit tt igleAM te f agefb, 
fit ^lufntctf liiend teC^pattt (a vittSit, 

c^n ce faint Keu trefsigtte et fiemtablTi 
fiXeu ttlnttl ^ottc fa noble lAx^ttU, 

i,u; boint fon vegne en sIoiFe iianindble* 

On the painting here copied, Cbailes and Margaret are re- 

prefented praying at a table covered with cloth of gold, under 

^a rich pavilion, hung with a cloth «f ftate, of gold lined with 

purple i he in armour, with a tnS and tabard of his arms. 

She in a mantle- of hers, lined and turned up with ermine. 
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The arms on his tabard are quarterly, of four ; ift and 4th, 
Burgundy modern, azure, feme6 of fleurs de lys, or within a- 
bordure, gobony argent and gules ; 2d and 3d, Burgundy an- ^ 
cient, bendy of fix, or and azure, a bordure gules, impaling 
Sr^bafit, Cablq^ a If pa r^mp^njtx^n Thpie ieqn on herjqiaittls 
ai^thearins of rf^cance and .^i^gland .qja^r^rly^ ift ap^ 4th, 
azure three 'fleufs 4^; lys, or^ ^ad and 3d, gi^les, three lion^paflant 
guardant, pr, heing the roy^ ani}$ of England^ ^ith^ut the 
dHUadionfwttu^fl^ was given (q the defcenda^ts of t^ Houfe c£ 
York, as a younger branch lOf thePlantagoQe^li^e, ,vi?;» over thf 
ihielda hbeJLof three points, each ;charged wi^h ;is;ix^any^^or.teaux. 

The iame coat wkhouit this difierence apj^prs^ on her feals, 
eugravQd ijnXJ^q^ijisJ^. SjgUla FJl^^dr^ ^d . whejrpver elfe xepre^ - 
fent€tfl in tke Netherlands, j^enotiiig the 4:%ht tjpp prijoufe/s , fu^f- 
px)fe4 hex^l»i|y.ftill had tp the.frawnofOE;pg^ai>d, tj^p^h h^: 
father never attained it* * : 
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np H E following pedigree of the ancient and noble family 
-*" of Pafton, is carried up no higher than to the father 
of fir William Pafton, the judge, though, in the family pedi- 
gree, the line is continued for Several preceding generations* 
It is brought down to the deceafe of thelaft ^arl of Yarmouth, 
to (hew the de(cent of the letters in thatfamily. 

*Very few collateral branches are here taken notice of, except 
fuch as related topcrfons^who^were citherthe writers, the receiv- 
ers, or whofe names are mentioned in the contents of the letters ? 
Ixy this means the editor hopes that the reader will become fuffi* 
ciently acqu^nted with every perfon of this family, who was 
concernedin tht following correfpondence, without being con« 
^uifidby^A multiplicity of names, alliances^ &c» 
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ohn de Somerton, 
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To my worjhepefull housbond W. ' Pajlon be y^ lett'' takyn. 

DBRE housbond I recomaunde me to yow &c bleflyd be God 
I fendeyow god^ydynggs of y&comyog and ye brynggyu 
hoom of ye * Gcntylwomman yat ye wetyn of fro Redh'm yis 
fame nyght acordyng to poyntmen yat ye made ycr for yowr felf 
And as for ye furfle aqweytaunce be twhen John ' Pafton and ye 
feyde Gentylwomman fhe made hym Gentil cher in Gyntyl wyfe 
and feyde he was verrayly your fon. And fo I hope yer (hall 
ncde no gret trete be twyxe hyifl. ^ t ? 

Ye p^fon of Stodlon toold me yif ye wolde byin her a Goune 
here moder wolde yeve ther to a godely fFurre ye goune ncdyth 
for to be had and of colour it wolde be a godely blew or eriys a 
bryghte fangueyn. 


We are in this letter acquainted with the firft introduf^ion of a young Lady to the Gen- 
tleroan, intended for her huiband, and m informed that (he ** made hym gentil .cher in 
gynryl wife :'* but it appears fomewhat extraordinary, that being the Htirefs of a family 
of rank and fortune, any intimation (hould be given to the father of the Lorer of pre* 
fencing her with a Gown, and efpeclally as ^* ye Goune nedyth for to be hai." 
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H E N R : Y VI. 


LETTER I. 

Ta my Worjhifjul Hufiand William ' Fajian, he this Letter taken. 

m 
$ 

» t 

DEAR Hulband, I recommend me to you, &c. Blefied be 
God I. fend you good tidings of the coming, and the 
bringing home, of the * Gentlewoman, that ye weeten [inow^ of 
from Reedham* this lame night according to appointment, that 
ye made there for yourfelf. 

And as for the firft acquaintance between John 3 Pafton and the 
faid Gentlewoman, {he made him Gentle cheer in Gentle wife, 
and {aid, he was verily your fon ; and fo I hope there {hall need! 
no great Treaty between them. 

The Parfon of Stockton told me, if ye would buy her a Gown, 
her mother would give thereto a goodly Fur ; the Gown deedeth 
for to be had ; and of colour it would be a goodly blew, or elfe 
a bright faaguine. 

• • • • 

'' Sir Wm. PaHon, knt. a judge of the dommon* Pleas, was Born in* 1 3781 died in 
1444. JEt, 66» 

* Margaret, daughter and lieir of John IVfauteby, efq. of Mauteby in Norfolk, b^ 
Margaret, daugbter of John Berncy, of Recdham, cfq% and foon after the writing of 
this letter, wife of John Pafton, cfq, 

3 Son of Sir William and Agnes Pafton, w;as born about 1420, and die4 in 1466. 

B 2 I pray 
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I prey yow do byen for xnc ij * pypya^of gold. 
Your 5 ftewes do wed. The iioly Trinite have you in gov'nncc. 
Wretyn at ^ Paftoa m haft ye wednefday next BfV ^ Dcua qui cr- 
xantibj for dcfautc of a^ood fecrctorye. 

Size 111 by 3| 

•4 Gold thread on Dtpe% or rM^^ for needle-WOrk or etnbroideiyi &c« 
5 Ponds to keep iiui alive for prefent ufe« 
^ In Norfolk, the then refiding place of fir William Paflon. 
1 The^words beginniag tlie ColMt oo'ihc third Sunday after Eafler; 
' Agnes, daughter and coheir of fir Edmund Barry, or Berry, of Harlingbury-hall, 


«^hMi4«a«a^B^M«^a^^M««aMMvaaw4<ta«i^Hi>i^h«i^M^^pqri 


%:■ ^ % % e ^ 3% . ■ 

. A won tresreu'ent &. tresbonable Maijt lob. Pajtonfiit d$nei 

SAlyctc &c .Tytyoga the Duk of ^ Orlyawnce hath made his 
oath upon the Sacrement atid lifyd it hev' for to here armes 
ayenft Englond iji the pTencc of the Kyng and all the Lordes ex- 
cept my Lord of * GIouc* and pVyng my feydie Lord' of Glouc' 
agreyd nev' to hys dely v'aunce qwan the mafle be gan he toke 
hj8 barge &c. 

This Letter g»ts us .an account of the Ceremonies ufed^ at the time the Duke of Orleans 
was reteafed, and of the Duke of Glouceiler's abfolute difapprdbation of this meafurr. 

■ Charles, Duke of Orleans and Milstn, was born in. 139 1, r 4 R« II. 'and was taken 
Prilbnerat the famous battle of Agincourt, fnight on Friday the 25th of Oflobcry 141$, 
3 H. V. whei-e he was found under a heap of dead bodies almoft UfeTefs ; and had con- 
rnued a prifoner till this time (i Nov. 1440, 19 H. VI. )» a (pace of twcnty-fitc years. 

Henry V. on his death bed, had ordered that this duke ihould not be releafcd^ till 
a peace with France was concluded ; and the duke of GlouceQer, not only now protefied 
againft his enlargement, but bad \ki% Protcfl recorded^ 

I God 
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• I pray you to baj- fi»,ine two ^ pipes of gold. Your & ftewc do 
well. The Holy Trinity have .yxitt ia gorenumce. ' 

Writcenu 'Paftoniahaile the. Wednefday next «fter 7 *(D«u< 
qpi errantibua;'' for default of a goad fecretary^ 8cc. 

Yours » AGNES PASTON- 

about 14409 18 H. V^. 

in Hertfordfhirey by Alice, daughter and htir of fir Thomai Garbridgei knc. and wife 
of fir William Paftbn^ knt. S)io died in 1479V &^ W&& buried by her huAandi in Our 
Lady*i Chapel at the eafi endef Nonrich cathedral. PI. 11. N** 19. 

K. B. The reader is d^fired to obferre, that the Saxon p is generally uftd, in all 
tlieft ori^md letter, for ^9 though here reprefentcd by the Englifli y. 


LETTER ir. 

To my right r^eren4, ^nd rigJk bowurabh Mafter^ John FaJUn^ 

be this given. 

^21 Alvete, &c. Tidings, the duke of ' Orleans hath made his 
k3 oath upon the facrament, and ufed it) never for to bear 
arms againft England, In the prefence of the King, and all the 
Lords, except my Lord of * Gloucefter ; and in proving my faid 
Lord of Gloucefter agreed never to his deliverance, when the 
Mafs began, he took his bargey &c. 

This, howcTcr, availed nothing, for the Cardinal Biihop of Winchefter, Henry Beau- 
fort, and his Party prevailed* 

The. duke of Orleance died in 146^, j £• IV. 

* Humphrey Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucefter, youngeft fon of Henry IV. and Pro* 
te^or of Henry VL was murdered at Bury St. Edmunds in 1446*7, by the contrivance 
of Queen Margaret and the duke of Suffolk, 0ec, 

God 
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God ycf- grace the feideXord of Orlyaunoe be trewe for this 
fame weke (hall he to ward Fraunce. . ' : 

Alfo Freynchmen and Pykardcs a gret nowmbre kome to ' Ar- 

. fleet For to arefcuyd it and o! Lordes wyth here fmal pufance m^Ti\y^ 

bytte them and pyttc hem to flyte and blyflyd be o' Lord have 

take the feidc Cite of Arflet the qwych is a great Juell to all Eng- 

lond and in cfp'all to o' cuntre. 

Moreou' there is j kome in to Enlond, a Knyght out of Spay ne 
wyth a ^ KercheflF of Plefuncie i wrapped aboute hys afme tbe^ 
qvvych Knyght wyl renne a cours wyth a . (harpe fpere for his 
fou eyn lady fake qwom other S' Ric ^ Wodvyle or S' Xpoforc 
^Talbot fliall del)u' to the wyrchipof Englond and of hem felff 
be Goddes grace, 

ft 

Ferthermore ye be remembryd that an Efquyer of SuflF' callyd 
Job Lyfton recou'yd in aflf: no : dif : vij*= mrc in dani : ayenft S' 
Rob Wyngfeld &c. in avoydyng of the payemet of the feid vijC 
m'rc the feide S' Rob ^ Wyngfeld fotylly hath .^outlay wed the feide 
Job Lyfton in Notyngham ihir be the v'tue of qwch outlagar' all 
man' of chattell to the feide Job Lyfton app'teyuyng arn acruwyd 
on to the Kyng &c. And anon as the feide utiagar' was c'tyfyed 
my Lord Treforer g'untyd the feid vijC m'rc to my Lord of^ NorflF' 
for the arrerag of hys fowde qwyl he was in Scotland, and acor^ 

dyng 

• Harfleur, a port town in France, in the province of Normandy. 

♦ A fcarfe, or rich embroidered handkerchief, prefented him by his Sovereign Lady, 
and which, in honour of her, he wore tied upon his arm; fuch ornaments were often 
worn by Knights at their tilting matches. 

J Afterwards earl Rivers, and Father to Elizabeth, the Queen of Edward IV. — He 
was beheaded at Banbury, in 1469* 
^ Third Son of John, the famous Earl of Shrewfbury. He was (lain in the batfle 

of 


: GbclrgiVft graccf the S^ Lord of Orleans be true,-:for ithis fianc 
Tsfebk ihaHKe towa^ France. . w' . T r 

'.^-AlfoTrefactAen n^ Picards a great nuoo^bei' came tq ' Arflcet, 
for.tQ hayie: oeTcU^d H ; a^d our ;Lords with their iiu2illpui(rai>ce 
inafily) beit tbeop^- a^f^ put them/ to f^^\^ ^nd )>Ie&ji be our 
l4)rd^ haVje ^tj^firithie fakt Qjtjr . of .Ar fleet j. the which /is a. great 
Jewel to all England, and efpecially to our Country. . 
-:-Morfoyer tb^rpk^oofscppie into E»gland> a Knight out of 
Sp$i% iwflt^ 4c^Kf r^:^!^ ^f^PJl/efauiice;enwrjippcd; about his arm ; 
the which Knight will run a Courfe with a fharp fpie^r ipv bis So- 
vereign Lady's falcei^whc]^, either fi^ Richard 5 Wodvilq, or fir 

• • • 

Ch/ift9pb^r;^;T^b9it^:(ball -deliver Jtp Xbe jVy:oriJiip qf England, 
wdiiif th«pif(^ivfesiby.Godj§grap?.-' ^ ^ . '^ 

Farthermore ye be remembered, that atr.Efqqire of Suffolk, 
c^lj^: Johp; Liyftpnj rtf^vered in afiize of novelf difTeLfini feyen 
hundred marks [466A ly. 4^.] in Damages againft fir Robert 
Wingfiel4, &€. -In aivoiding of the payment of the faid 700 
marks, the faid fir Robert ^Wingfield, fubtlely hath 'outlawed 
tfcfefaia John Lyfton in Nottinghamfiiire, by the vertue of which 
Outlawry, all manner of chattel to the faid John Lyfton apper- 
taining ate accrued unto the king, &c. And anon \asfoon'\ as 
the faid Outlawry was certified, my Lord Treafiirer granted tlie faid 
700 marks to my Lord of ^ Norfolk, for the arrestrs of his fowde 
[pay^ whilft he was in Scotland. And according to this aflign- 
ment aforefaid. Tallies (were) delivered, &c. And my lord of 

of Northampton, in July, 1460, fighting for the hdufc of Lancafler. 

7 The Wingfields were an ancient family icatcd at Wingfield Caftle, and.at Lethc- 
ringham in Sutiblk. 

9 R^eferring to this Outlawry, on the back of the original Letter, in an ancient hand, 
is written, " a lewdc pra^flife in thofe daycs." 

9 John Mowbray. 

Norfolk 


8 
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djfig to'tlils affigaemet fort^t uyllee iielytt'ed. And my Ltttd 
of Norff ' hath relefyd the &me vii C'm'rc to S' Rob 'Wydgfdd; 

And here is greet hevyng an fliovyng be my Lord of '"Suff 

and all his Connfell for to alpye hongli this mat' kam sibwite ^Sto; 

S' I befeche recom'iide me on to mj ttiz(lt4 y€f moiift tourf 

maflVy^ff and to' my maft^iB yo' Stift' Sc ottSfms ' riijs qoor*^ 

. int'eft &c. 

S' I py you wyth all myn iteit hold me escnfyd that I wrytc 
thus homiyand briefly on to yott for truly oonable ^oe i^-^ 
fycydmcnowt* 

No more atte this tyme butte the Tryirfte hawe yoa in p'tee^ 
€on &C.. and qwan yo' ley fyr is reforte ageyh on to yo' college 
die Inner Temple for ther ben many qwych (or defyr yo' p'fence^ 
Welles and othyri Sec. 

Wretyn in le feft de touts Seynts ent^ Mefle & Miateyiia ca>^ 

lamo feflinant^' &c» 

Toe " Hol^. tatftif^ 

jijbys. . 

*<» Wilfiam de li^ Pote, wl of Suffolk ^ ke was afierwardi ;duke of Sitfblky wU 
t>€headed at fea^. in 1450. 

*' The family of Reppt flouriihed from die Conqueft; lor many centuries^ «t Reppt,. 
' &c. in Norfolk.— Thie writer is ftyled in the pedigree Robert Repps, efc^. aqd niarried< 
Blar^aret, daughter of r—, PI- 11. N>^ 17.. 

• r 

Paper Mark, 

A ftrange Animal 
with one Horn- 
Plate vxii. N* I,. 


%(£'fil^ 
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Norfolk hath releafed the fame 700 marks to fir Robert Wing« 
field. 

And here is great heaving and (hoving by my Lord of '• Suf- 
folk and all his Gounfel^ for to efpy how this matter came about» 
&c. Sir, I befcech (you) recommend me unto my Miftrefs your 
Mother, to my Miftrefs your Wife, and to my Miftrefs your Sif- 
ter, et omnibus alijs quorum intereft, &c. 

Sir, I pray you, with all my heart, hold me excufed, that I 
write thus homely and briefly unto you, for truly convenable 
\comfetent\ fpace fufEced me not. 

No more, at this time, but the Trinity have you in protedion, 
&c. and when your leifure is, refort again unto your college, the 
Inner Temple, for there be matiy which fore dcfire your pre* 
fence, Welles and others, &c. 

Written on the Feaft of All Saints, between Mafs and Matiifs 
calamo feftinante, ficc. 

Aii.Saints.Day, Yours, " ROBERT REPPS- 

Tucfday, i Nor. 
1 44.0. ipH.VL 


N« B. Several of thefe letters hare a charader, either tt the beginning or before 

name at the concluiion, which I apprehend fignifies Jefu IMaria. This has it at tho 
beginning. It is reprefented before T. Cant. Plate i. No. 9 ; before J. FaAolf, Pl. ii. 
No. 15 ; and more fully before Henry Berry, PI. v. No. 19. 
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%-e %■'% €3^ 33% 

To Qure right trujli and welbelovtd John Pafion fquier^ 

The Due of Norf 

TRufti and right welbelovid we grctc you wcel, lating you. 
witte that for the truft that as weel we as the heires of 
Edmund Swathyng have unto you we have appointid you to- 
\ft one of the paakeres up i indifferently of the cvydences bctwix 
us and the fcide hcires, wherfor we pray you hertily y* ye wil yeva 
attendaunce at fuch day and place as ye and pur right trufli and 
lirdbc^lovid frende William ' Yelv/ton with oure welbelovid 
f vaunt * Jenney flial mow aittende to the making up of the feide^ 
evidences 9 and we (hal fende fume of our fvauntz^ to awayte. 
UDon you for ^jo^ reward and coftis y^ ye flial he pleafid w' 
by the grace of God who have you eve' in his keping. 

Wreten undir oUr fignet ia oure Caftel of flFramlyngham the 

II by s. . _ agotofirap,. ^^^' 

. Thii (hare Letter at firfl fight fc^mt to convey iroththg vortfay notice, though, upon 
conftderation, we are fir uck .wirh the ^^ro and attention paid by the Duke, to the Title Deeds 
of thofc Eilates which he purchafed. 

Three Gentlemen, two of them afterwards eminent Lawyers, were employed to fettle 
the title and draw up the conveyance of an eftate bought by the Duke of the Heirs of 
Swathing, who, we here fee, were properly attended upon, and handfomely i-e warded 
for their time and trouble. 

The Title Deeds of the age were concife and clear^ unincumbered with that /eemifig 
tautology^ which the pra6^ce of modern times has perhaps made necefTary. 

y ;Wmi;fm Yelverton was created a Serjeant at Law in 1440, appointed a.Juftice o|th« 
King's ^ench in I444« and in 14.60 made a Knight of the Bath. 

& William Jenney was made a Serjeant at Law in 1464, and in 1478 a Juilice of the 
King's Bench. • ^ 


Hi E N..R Y .VI.. . It 


LETTER Iir. 

7(? our right trujiy and 'weJlbebved John Pajion, Efquire. 

^he Duke of Norfolk. 

TRUSTY and wellbelovcd we greet you well ; Letting you 
weet, that for the truft, that as well we, as the Heirs of 
Edmund Swathing hjive unto you, we have appointed you to 
be one of the makers up indlfFerently of the Evidences betwixt 
us, and the faid Heirs; wherefore we pray you heartily, that 
ye will give attendance at fuch day and place, as ye and our 
right trufty and wellbeloved William ' Yelverton, with our 
wellbeioved Servant * Jenney fliall mow [be able tol attend to 
the , making up* of the faid Evidences, and we fliall fend fbme 
of our Servants to await upon you, for your reward and coftsi 
that ye fliall be pleafed by the grace of God, who have you 
ever in his keeping. 

Written under our Signet in our Caftle of Framlinghaih the 
i8th day of 

■ 

Frannlinghain ' 

.8 . - 3 JOHN MOWBRAY, NORFOLK. 

Before 14^4 -^ 

asH.VI. 

t John Mowbray Duke of Norfolk, fucceeded his Fathei* ia 143S9 and died in 1461. 
||e married EUenor, only Daughter of William Bourchier Earl of Ewe ia Normandy* 

The Signature of his name is fingular and curious, the monogram before the word NorfTp 
containing all the letters of his Chriftian and Surname. JOHN MOWBRAY. 
PI. I. N-^ 3. 

The name of the month being wi itcca near the edge of the paper on the origiaal 
Letter, is torn off 

This Letter was mrtft probably written before Yelverton was tnade a Judge* as the 
Duke would, in cafe he had then been fo^ have called him Jx^fticei according to the 
CjLiftom of the time 
• The Date of it will therefore be before 1444, 23 H. VI. 

1 ht Signature only is of the Duke's hand writing. 
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To my worfcbypful and reverent Lord John Vicont ' Beaumont. 


RYGTH worfchypfuU and my reverent and moft fpefiall 
Lord y recomaund me un to yowr good grace in the moil 
humble and lowly wyfe that y canne or may defyryng to her of 

your profperite and well fare as to my moft fyogeler joy and 
fpefiall comfort. And gyf hyt plees your hygnes as towchyng 
the foden aventeur that fell latly at Coventre plees hyt your 
Lordfhyp to her that on * Corpus Xpi even laft pafled be twenc 

Tiij and ix of the clok at afternon Syr Umfrey ^ Stafford had 

browth my mayfler Syr James of ♦ Urmond towad hys yn from 

•• • •• • 

my Lady of 5 Shrewe£bery . and reterned from hym toward hyt 
yn he met w* Syr Robert ^ Harcourt comyng from hys moder 
toward hys yn and pafTed Syr Umfrey, and Richard hys foa 
came fomewhat be hynd, and when they met to gyder they fell 
m- handes togydcr and Sir Robert fmot hym a grette doke on 
the hed w' hys ford and Richard w' hys Dagger haftely went 

This Letter prefcnts us with the effects of a private difputc, and gives us an inflaiice of 
fh$ dangerous, though common ferocity of thefe unfcttled times ; it muft hare bcea 
written Ipetween 1440 and 1450, as in the former year Lord Bieauraont ivas created a 
Vifcount, and in the latter Sir Humphrey Stafford was killed. 

* John Vifcount Beaumont, fo created in Feb^* l439-^o, 18 H. VI. was the firft of 
that nrte by patent in England ; he uas killed at the l^attlc of Northampton, in July 
1460, fighting for the Floufe of Lancailer. 

* The Tburrday after Trinity Sunday^ v 

toward 
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LETTER IV. 

Tb my worjhipful and reverend Lard^ John Vifcount * Beatimonf. 

RIGHT worlhipful, and my reverend, and moft fpecial 
Lord, I recommend me unto your good Grace in the moft 
humble and lowly wife, that I can or may, defirlng to hear of 
your profperity and welfare, as ta my mtoll lingular joy and 
ipecial comfort. 

And if it pleafe your H^hneis, as touching the fudden ad«- 
venture that fell lately at Coventry, pleafe it your Lordlhip to 
hear, that on * Corpus Chriili even laft pafled^ between 8 and 
9 df the cbck at afternoon, Sir Humphrey ' Stafford had 
brought my mailer. Sir James of * Ormond, toward his Inn 
from my Lady of ^Shrewlbury, and returned from him to- 
wards his Inn, he met with fir Robert ^ Harcourt coming 
from his mother's towards his Inn, and pafled Sir Humphrey j 
and Richard his fon came fomewhat behind, and when they 
met together, they fell in hands together^ and Sir Robert fmote 
him a great ftroke on the head with his fword, and Richard 
.with his Dagger haftily went toward him^ and as he ftumbled^ 

1 He was a collateral branch df the family ot the Duke of Biickinghara ; and, in June 
1450, commanded a Detachment of the royal army, fent out a^ainfi the Rebel Jack 
Cade ; his Party fell into an Ambufli and he was killed. 

4 Query, Whether James, fon of the £arl of Onnond, who afterwards, in 1449, was 
created Earl of Wiltfliire. 

5 Wife of John Talbot, the famous Earl of Shrewibury .. 

* He fignalifed hi'mfelf in the wars of Henry VI. and Edii^ard IV. was a knight of the 
Garter ; an<}^ in Norembcr 1470, 10 E. IV. was flain by the Stafifords, perhaps in revenge 
for this murder of Richiird Stafford* 

one. 
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toward hym and as he ftombled fin of Harcourts men fmot hym 
in the bak w' a knyfe men wotte not ho hytt was reddcly, hys 
fader hard noys and rode toward hem and hys men ronne befor 
hym thyder ward and in the goyng downe of hys hors on he 
ivotte not ho be fayj&d faym fmot hym on the hede w^ a riege tole 
men know not w^ us w^ what wepone that he fell dowhe and 
l^sibn fell downe be fore hym as good as dede. And all ibji 
was dpn as nxen fey in a ^ Pater noiler wyle^ And forth w* Syr 
Umfrey Stafford men foloed after and flew ij men of Harcowrttu^ 
on Swynerton and Bradfliawe* and mo ben hurt^ Sum ben 
gonne and fum ben in pryfon in the Jayll at Coveatre* And 
before the Coroner of Coventre up on the fygth of the bodycs 
ther ben. endited as Prynfipall for the deth of Richard Staffbrd; 
Syx Rdbeft Harcourt and the ij men that ben dede. And for the 
ij men of Harcourts that ben dede ther ben endited ij men of . 
Syr Umfrey as Prynfipall, And as gytte ther hath ben no thyng 
fownden before the Juftice of the Pecs of Coventre of thys riot 
be caws the ShrefFe of Warwyk fhyre is dede and they may not 
fytt in to the tyme ther be a new Shreve. 

. And all thys myfchef fell be cawfe of a nold debate that wa« 
be twcne heme for takyng of a dyftres as hyt is told. 

And all mygthty Jhu preferve yowr hye aftat my fpefiall Lord 
<and iend yow long lyve and good hele^ 

Wryten 

7 Proytrbially, a Hioit time ; for our Forefatfaers, who were to repeat a great number 

d>f Pater noders at once, performed the bufincfs in a very expeditious manner, ^ 

Jo Lan^ham's Garden of Health, primed in 1597, is the followii^ (cntence, " For 

•^'EarJ 
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one of Harcourt'a tata fmote him ia the back with a knife ; 
men wot [know] not who it was readily ; his Father heard f'aj 
noife, and rode toward them, and his men ran before him thi* 
therward ; and. in the going, down off his horfe, one, he wot 
not who, behind him fmote him on the head with an edged tool^ 
men know not with us, with, what weapon, that be felldown^ 
and his Son fell down before him as good as dead ; and all this 
was done, as men fay, in a ^ Pater nofter while^ 

And forthwith Sir Humphrey Stafford's men followed after;, 
and flew two men of Harcourt's, oneSwynerton and Brad Ihawe,, 
and more be hurt, fome be gone, and fomebe in prifon in the 
jaiL at Coventry. 

And before the Coroner of Coventry, upon the fijght of the. 
Bodies, there be indited as Principals, for the death of Richard 
Stafford, Sir Robert Harcourt, and the two men that be dead ;- 
and for the two men of Harcourt's that be dead, there be indited' 
two men of Sir Humphrey's as Principals; and as ye;t there- 
hath been) nothing foun,d before the Juftice of the Peace of 
♦ • • 

Coventry of this riot, bcaufe the. Sheriff of Warwickfliire is 
deadj and they may not fit unto the time there be a new Sheriff* y 

. • • • 

and all this mifchief fell becaufe of an old debate that was* 
between them, for taking of a Diftrefs, as it is told. 

And Almighty Jefu prefecvc your high Eftate, my fpeciaji 
Lord, and fend you long Life and good health.. . 


*< Ears dully quarter a red Otiion downeright and boyle in the Oyl6 of Olive, while one* 
*< may iay iAree Pater nofiirs*^ 

N» ^, The words ia the cop^ of tlie original Letur wjich Dot4 orer thent ar^ imperfeft » 
t^ (he .oiigifialj die paper bein|f.cha!b4 . 


i6 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

Wryten at G)ventre on tewofdaj next after Corpua Xpi 
day, &c« 

Be yowr own pore 

XI i by 8 }• 

S'vant, 

« 

5Jo|>n i^ortljtwb. 

Paper Mark 
A Bull's or Goat's Head. 
PI. viii. N^ 3. . 
Autogniph. 
Pi. II. N<^ 18. 


Ho the right worjhipful and ^itb all myn berte right entirely belovid 

Brother the Vif count e ' Beaumont. 

RIGHT worfhlpful and w* all myn herte right cntierly be- 
loved Brother I recomaunde me to you Thenking right 
herteli youre good Brotherhode for youre gode and gentill 
L'res the whlche it hath liked you to fende unto me nowe late 
and like it you to knowe I pTeeve by the tenor of the feid L*re 
youre gode defire of c'tein Dubete that I owe unto you. In 
gode feith Brother it is fo w' me at this tyme I have but eafy 
ftuffie of money wlnne me, for fo meche as the feifon of the 

yer 

This Letter has no date of the year, hut it raufi have heen written after 1 444, 13 H. VI. 
in which year the Earl of Stafford was created Duke of Buckingham, and moft prohahly 
before the breaking out of the ciTil war,^is the Duke makes no complaint of the Diftreflea 
of the times, but only mentions that feafon of the year, as not fo convenient for him to 
procure money* 

The Septiments contained in the Letter are jthofe of a juft man, and a man of honoilr, 

Wiiliing to difcharge his Debt at the time appointed, and which as he could not do in 

money, he performs by fending an Obligadon which be hod from anotheri upon which 

Jjord Beaumont might seceiYC his Dcmuia. 

The 
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WAttto at X^cnkMty on TheCAkjr hax after Cbifnn Oiriltl 
day, ficci 

B7 your own poor Servant 

JOHN NORTHWOOD. 

Tuefday afteT'Corput Chnib dajr- 
Jtitmcen 1440 aad 1450^ tS ind s8 B. VI. 


Letter v. 

t - I 

. T0 tke right w^r/hij^l^ and with ,alt mine heart right entirely 

beloved Brother ^ the Vifcount " Beaumont. 

RTGriT worfliJpfiil, and witli sill ratne teaft right entirely 
beloved Brother^ I recommend me to you, thanking right 
heartn/ your good Brbtheftiood, for your good and gentle 
Letters, the which it hath liked you to fend unto me now late ; 
and like it you to know, I perceive, by the Tenor of the faid 
Letter, your good defire of certain Debt that I o\^e unto you/ 

.Ib good faith. Brother, it is fo with me at this time, that I 
have but eafy ftuff of money within me, for fb much as the feafon 

• - • • 

The B4ftf6)IMi'inil Addbtfr i>f tUofe I^eti,* whi«li .nVe written frbiti oiie Kfi^t of tfte 
Garter to another* (heur u^ that id tfait age tfalfy edt^med boe affoiRer as' Fric^da aod^ 
Brethfftn united by that mbft nnbte order, wbofc iBflttuttoii dikeA Aat the Knightt 
Confplifiliods (hould be •* f eilon'a and Btetbreii ufiited in all Cb&nces df Fortune; Copart- 
«* oierft'botfa iti Peace and Wair, iffflllant to oti<f Umitlier iti t^l fertous ;iHd d^n^rout Tranf^ 
•< sakstit, afltd fhtough tlie vthok courft df Xh^tr Wii%^ tiUMwX and initAVf ohe 
•• towards another." 

■ The Letter itielf is written by the Duke's Secretary, but the Conclufion and Signature 
arc by his own hand, and it \% moft probably the only Original Lettei* extant of thia 
Great Peer. 
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yer is not yet gtovviNi fo -that I satj wA plefe youre feid gode 
Brotherhode as God knoweth my wille and entent were to do and 
I had it. 

Ncv'theles and it like you I fende youbi my Sonne Stafford 
an obligacion wherof of late tyme I have rcfcevid jpart of the 
Dubete therinne compTid, the refidbe of whicbe I prai you tb 
refceve bi the feid obligacion and that I may have ah acquitance 
y'of and to yeve credence unto my feid Sonne in fuch thing as 
he (hall fay unto ytfi' gode Brotherhode on my behalve. 

Right worfliipfull and w* all myn herte right entirely bclovid 
Brother I befeche the blifled Trinite p*fve you in Honor and 
pYp'itc. 

.Writen at my C^tell of .Makeftok the xvij day of Marche. . - 

» » ♦ • • ^p 

Yowre trew and feyfuU broder 
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*' John Beaumont, was created Yifcouot BeaumoDt, in 14591 > 8 H. VI. being the 
firft nobleman who bore that title by patent in £ngUnd. He waft a faithful adherent to 
theKingy and was flam in the battle of Northampton, in July 1460. / 

. * Humphrey Stafford, Earl of Stafford, &c. waa created Dukc of Buckioghamt In* 
144.4, 23 H. VI. His Mother waa the Lady A|ine, only Daughter of Thonoaa of. 
Woodftock, youngeft Ton to Edward III. He was firm in the intereft of hia Sovereign, 
and loft his life in the battle of Korthampton, in July 1460, where he jointly commanded* 
with Che Duke of Somerfet. 

Hia 
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of the year is not yet grown, fo that I may not pleafe your faid 
good Brotherhood^ as G(5d knoweth my will and intent were to 
do, and [t/] I had it. 

Neyertheltfs apd [if] it like you, I fend you by my Son 
Stafford, an Obligation whereof, of late time, I have received 
part of the Dthi therein cohiprifed ; the refidiie of which I pray 
you to recdve by the faid Obligation, and that I may have aa 
acquitance thereof, and to give credence unto my faid Son in 
fudi thing ^as; be'ihsdl iby tanto^ your good Brotherhood on my 
behalf. ' - \ » : L ; ' 

Right worlhipful, and with all minC' hdart right entirely 
beloved Brother, I befeech the blefled Trinity, preferve you ia 
Honour and Pfofperity. > : ; 

Written at my Cattle of Makeljpck, the 17 th day -of March. 

Your true and faithful Brother, 
* H. BUCKINGHAM. 

^ Makefiock Cafik^ > 
* " in Warwickibire, 

Between 1444, and 1455 ; aj, and 3 H. VI. 

His Son Suffordf mentioned in this Letter, was mod pcobably Humphrey Earl of 
Stafford^ who was wounded at the firil battle of St. Albans, in 1455, ahd of which wounds 
,he ibon taft^r died ; if fo, it' undoubtedly aictertaiiia the date of this Letter to fonie 
period between 1444 and 14$$. 

The Signature is remarkable for having the initial B of the Title, included within the 
initial H, of the Chriflian name. PI. 1. N^ 5. 
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Ti> nty Rygbt ff^urcb^pfuU Cofyn John ^ajhn Bfptier, 

yow as hsrtyly a^ I kao for my fdff &c. andipeaaHy-for 
yat ye 4o fo mpcbfl ^r Oure MyM Hoiift €if Walfytigli'ak wbioh 
I triid t'yly y;^: 4p. Ih« fa^cfr^ ^; y* pjietft Ipw ]i«t jin (ienfl I 

have yerto, for trewly if I be drawe to any worchep or vvcttfitr^ 
a(^;4iii:h!arg8| ai. ipyn, Eqmyes ^^Mfig^F I aibr^ve; i(.unto Our 
JU^y* Preyng yow y'fpre j«^? y? wolo bcQ as frendiy to Our* 

• • • 

Ladyes hous as I wote well ye have alw^ybvi^ «Qd!ni:e^cydO 

nftw ysi^ \ mygji^baive of yqw ti)p icpprtcfflr|69y*ly t» yow Lew 

of yat that Naunton your Cof^^n informyd yow and told yow 
be mouthe of all mat's towchyng Oure Ladyes hous of Wal- 

For me thynkyth be yat I have herde be Oure LatFjrs jarft of 
Walfyngh'm if I underftode weel yat mater yat itiktilddo moch 
to the gode fpede of the mater, and dbught yow not our Lady 
Ihall quyie it ywr afld her* poer P'ourhereaftyr as he may i8tc« 
Preying yowiaUb Goiyik aod.avyfyQgfor the.eaie oftis.both and' 

. . of 

In 141^0* William Yclrcrton, Son of John Yclvcnon, by Elizabeth, Daughter of 
ftifhaijd j^ead, and widow of Robert Clere, wat appointed King's Serjeant, and in 1444, 
a JufHce of the King's Bench, and in 1460 he was created a Knight of the fiath. 

This Letter therefore was moft probably wriuen before i46c> as had It been written 

after that time, be would have figned himfclf Knight as well as Juitice. PL 1 1 . N ' I4« 

The 
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• ' • , ^ ••• 'l . 

RrCITT^ worfiiipfur Cdufin, I recommeifd me- fo yoit, thapk-* 
ing you «» heartily as I can for myfelf, &c. and eipecialiyr 
Jbr that ye do fo. mucE for Our Lady's Houfe of Waifieghain,. 
wliick I trwft' verity ye *> tFic rather for the great Lo^e that 
ye deem I have thereto ; for truely if I be dVawn to any wor(hip> 
or welfare, and dlfcharge of mine Enemies* danger, I ascribe it 
tfatoOnrLody^ 

Fr^iog. yo« therefbrcs that ye^ will be a«? friendiy tc 0\m 
Lady's Houfe as I wote \kn(nv\ wtH ye have ialwiay bettl, and'irt^' 
cipecial now^ that I might have of yoa the report cevtajflKlyb^ 
your Letter of that, that Naunton your Coufin informed youy 
and told you by mouth of all matters touching Our Lady s 
Houfeof WalGngham ;. for methinketh by that I have heard by 
Our Lady's' Fcieft of Walfingham, if I underftood well that 
matter, that it fliould be much to the good fpeed of the matter^ 
and doubt you not Ous * Lady (halL quite \requite\ it you, and 
her poor Prior hereafter as he may, &c. 

Praying you alio Coulin,. and advifing for the eafe of us both» 

and 

Th6 Tmage of our Lad)F of Walfinghaniy iniNorfblky was in thefe days, and'hadbeen 

|br ages, particularly reforted to by all ranka of people, from the King to the Peafknt,. 

by foreigners as well aa natives ; and was held in the higheft veneration for the varioua 

piracies, &c« aicribed ta.her*. ^^ 

We 
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of our frendea and of many other yat ye be at London be tymes 
y** t'me and if w^ fpede well now, all well all y** yere aftir for 
I knowe v'y^y y' was nevyr made grctt' labour yanne fhall be 
made now and yerfore, I pray to Our Lady h^p us and her 
bliiTid Sone which have you in his holy kepyngV ' 

Wreten at yo'ur.poer place of Bayfcld.on Sent Fraunces day 
tn halt. 

Yo'Cofyo, 


1 • . J 


«»»j^4 
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W^muft not therefore wonder, in this enli£;htened age, that a Judge, bigottcd to im 
religion, and the credulity of the times, ihould afcribe not only every fortunate eyent 
vMch befcl him to the influence of our Lady of Walfingham, but likewife attribute hit 
€{capc from every danger which had threatened him, to her proted^ion; ; 

This famous and wonder-working Image war however, in 1538, 30 H. VIII. brought 
tdChtliea,' aftd' there bumt*' ' " ' *: ^ 

Thomas 


1; . 
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and of our Frienda, and of many other, that ye be at London 
by, times this term, and if we fpeed well now, al^well all this 
year after ; for I know yerily there was never made a greater 
laboiir than ihall be made Qow, and therefore. I pray to Qiir 
Lady, help^ us, and her Blefled Son, which have you in his 
holy keeping. 

Writtea at your poor place of Bayfield, on Saint Franeis's 
day, jn hafte^ . . . ,, ,i . 

Your Ck>ufin, : , : ; 

WILLIAM YELVEfeTON; JuflSd*. 

Bayfield, 

in Norfcrfk, 
• St. Francis's Day, ■ ^ . . . - • ,.-.,.* 

4th Oaobcr. 
^j :Betwe«i 1444, and 14^. .. i . . S. ' 


* *» 


u 


Thomas Hunt was Prior of Walfingham, from f 4371 ' to X474* ' ' ' 
( He impreffion on the wax with which this Letter H fealed i0 a Cixli|ttefoil9 hsftsg Ibme 
motto, (which I cannot make out) round it. • ^ ^ 

There is a braid of twine about the Seal. PU xiv. N^ i* ' ' 
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% ex ic e m mj^f- 

To fhe right worjhlpfutl and myn ej^iall maljler Jobn fajtoh 

efquyer in baft be fbis delived. 

AFTE R aS dee rccomcttd«6n like it you ta vrttt yjit ye 
day of yo' « Afli'e is die Lune p'x pbft trcs fcptiJttai f d 
Mich'is, whiche fa on Moiteday come vij nyght at whiche tyme 
I troft ye woie \n httt or ell is can I do lytell or nought y^ 
inne. 

As touchyng yo' mater ageynft Gunnore Y ^^^^ itt lawe 
I have fpoken to • Lyttelton and coiritHfcd w' hym y** in but 
it is not yet fpoke of atte barre« ,.).• 

Gunaore katli tmged hie kmae ti yat fat hara'de his 4ifto 
wage it of, &c. 

As touchyng yo' iflues at Wentworth fute it is ij' and it was 
retourned er I come here, my maift' Faftolfs Councel taketh 
heed y'to, &c. 

As for tydynges my^ Lord ^ Chaunceler is difcharged In his 
ftede is my Lord of Wyncbeftre. 

And my Lord of ♦ Shrew ifbury is Treforer and Broun' of yo' 
Inn is Undertreforer if ye wold fende to hym to g'unte you ye 

namyng 

ThM Letter muft have been written on the i8tli of OAober, '4499 >^ ^^e account 
ilFthe Chancellorlhip in Godwin's Catalogue of the Bilhops may be depended upon. 

I^uttj^a^e Booth too would not have been ftyled only «« Maifier,*' if he then had had 
dii3r'hi^ertitle from his Preferments^ which he Toon after enjoyed, and yet the accounts 
«f tb(e nobility, &€• fcem to brin^^ it forwarder than the year 1449. 


HENRY VI, 
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L E T T E R Vir. 

ft iAe right f(ri^finpfid^ mid mine ej^ecial Mafter^ John Pajion. 

kffuite^ ih bajte 6e this delhefed. 


AFTER Alt due Mcomtneodationy like it you to weet^ 
. that the day of your ' Aifife is die Luns proxime poft tret 
feptimanat 8ao£ki MichaelisV which it onf Monday come lev*night^ 
at' which timt I tfoft ye will be here, or ^{n eao^ I do little or 
nothiftg theveiiK 

Aa totftiUng ytDor natur againft Guonon that.dwelleth ia 
law; L bwe %»i»ii. to ^ LyttelkaiH atsl «oiQitiudad with him 
therein, but it i* not yetrrfpoken ofiat faif« Gittmor hath waged- 
Im law of thafiiie liad his da^ t& wage it of^ fi^J 

M touclnng your ifiiies at Wentwofth'a fuit it 19* a* and it was* 
returned ere i came here; my Mufler Faftolf^a Cotrnfel caketb^ 
h«ed thtRtb^: &C. 

As for tidings, my Lord ' Chancellor is diicbarged, and in hig' 
ftead is ibyliord^ofWincheftec* And ihy Lord of ^ 6hrew(bury 
is Treafttrer^ Qrown of your bm is Under Treafuf er, if ye Would 
fend to htm. to gnut you th«r namiiig of rbe'Eicheatorfhip of 

• 

* ThuL«w.&ifiiitftfte«fU«.4»at^tlie Writer wa» a Lawyer, PL ni. N^ &8. . 

* He waa in'1453 Seijeant; and in 1467 the famous Judge Lyttelton. * 

s John Stafford, Archbiihop of Canterbury, wardifmifled from the Chancellorfhip,/ 
an^ William Waynieec, BMiop of Wii^cheftbri flieee^ded him on the Txth of Oftob^r, 
1449 ; but qu^ry, as our ICfiositni.diflbr. 

4 John Talboc. 
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namy&g of theschetorfhip of NorlF ' &c. it wer vr;cc\ do for it 
is told me he wold do moche for you. ^ ^ 

Maift' Lawrence ^ Bothe is P've Seall and it is feid y^ my 
Lord of ^ York hath be w^ ye Kyog and is deputed ageyn in 
right good conceyt w^ ye Kyngj but not in gret concey t w' ye 
Whene, and fum men fey ne hadde my Lord of 7 Buks not 
have ' letted it my Lord of. York bfid be diilr^fled; in bis 
4cp'tyng. . . . , ^ 

Oq moneday [aft.pafled was a gret Affray at Co'Tcntre bytweqe^' 
ye Duke of ^ Som's^* mea aad ye Wechemen- of ye toim and. 
ij or iij men of the toun wer kylled y*^^ to gret dift'bfuice of allc 
ye Lords there fpr ye larom belle was- r^pgt «id ye toun arbfe 
and;wald^4xe.JQupdk to bayedifttreflTed yc Duke j6f JSom's! $6c*I 
4e had the Duke of Buks not ha^e take a direcxcMoi y^in* 

Alfo it is feid jt Puke of .Buks taketh righi. ifarauiigely. that 
bothe his brethren arn fo fodeynly dificharged fronn thet Offices x)f 
(^auoc^Uerie and Treforyihip and y^ among o thee cauTeth.hym. 
that his opynyon is contr y to ye Whenes entex^* and manyioy'. 
alfi) as it is talked^' . 

Itm fum men feyn ye Counfeal is diflblved and y^ ye Kyng is 
fhr4h to Cbefter, &c. Alfo/u(ame /ey yat many of yfi Lpcds 
flyiU^rdforte hiddir to London ageytift ^j^lbalwn tyde-,! : .. l). 

And as touchyng thel'con of Shirefs men wene y* my Lord of 
Canterbury (hall have a gret rule and ipccyall in our eountre. 

s Wat M;iner of Pembroke Hall, in Cambridge, Doan of St. Paul's, BUbop of Dur- 
ham, and at lad Arcbbifliop of York. He died in ii| 8o« ^ 
< Ricbard Plantagenet, Duke of York. 
7 Humpbrey Stapffbrd, Duke of Buckxngbam. 

• * I oan 
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Ndrfdkt &c. it. were wdl done, for it itf.told tjiet he woijld do 
much for you. 

Mafter Laurence 5 B<)oth is Privy Seal* 

It is faid that tAy Lord of ^ York hath been with the King, 
and is departed* again in right good conceit with the King, 
but not'M great conceit with the Queen. 

Some men fay, had my Lord of ^ Buckingham not have letted 
[hindered^ it, my Lord of York had been diftrefled {Jeizedl ^^ ^^* 
departing. 

On Monday laft paft, was a great hStzj at Coventry, between 
the. Duke of.'Somerlkt'is.xnen^ and the Watchmen of the Town, 
and two or three men of the Town were killed there, to {the) 
great difturbance of all the Lc^ds there, for the alarum Bell 
was rung, and the Town arofe, and would have jeoparded 
[bazdrdt^d'] to have diftreiled the Duke of Som^rfet, &c. bad 
not the D.uke of Buckingham taken a dire6:iQn therein. 

Alfo it is faid> the Duke of Buckingham tafceth right ffrangely, 
that both his Brethren are (b fuddenFy difcharged from their 
Ofl^ces of Chancellery and TreafurerDbipj and that among 
Other caufeth him that his opinion is contrary to the Queen's 
intent, and many other alfo, as it is talked. 

Item, fome men fay, the Council is ciiflblved, and that the 
King is forth to Chefter, &c.* Alio fome fay, that many of the 
Lords (hall refort hither to J^ondon agaioft ^ A^-fcallows trde. 

And as touching theEIedion of Sheriffs^ men ween that my Lord 
of Canterbury fliall have a great rule, andfpecially in our Country; 

> Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Spmerfet, * .,«.;< 

• V Second itf Novcfaiben ♦*....-. . 1/ - 

E2 . • I 
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I can no more but Almyglitjr God ftnd ui is hit tcuA pldu- 
iibr 16. 
Vftctjtk «1 in baft the faterday next aft' Seint Boards day. 


Yo' S^ont, 


.11 iby6i« 


Sfanw* 


The Seal of tUi Letter ha$ the tmpreffioa of a Orafihopper^ beiog the device of the 
iamily of Grefham* PI. xi v. N^" 2. 


% e % % e ^ M333* 

^0 ff^ ryt% >mrciypfiil M^yr Jm Pqfion hf tbis^efyoayd m i^. 

RYTZ ^vorchipful hofbond I r^comawod me to yowdefyri'g 
hertjly to her of z' welUfar &c. [then follows fome common 
hifinefs about bis farms and tenants.) 

WyUyam Rutt the whiche is w* Sir J5n ■ Hcveny'gh'm* kom 
horn* from London zeft'day and he feyM pleynly to his maft' 
and to many other folks y* the Puke of * Suffolk is pardonyd 
and hath his men azen wayty'g up on bym ,and is rjtz 
i^el at efe andmery and is in the Kyngs gode g'fe, and in y* 

gode cofeyt of all y* Lords as wdl as. ev' he was. . 

Thcr 

■ The Family of Hereningham had large pofleffiodi m Norfolk, and wat a fiunily cf 
^onfequence in that County for many Defbenta. 

* Articles of Impeachment were exhibited by the Commons inrfurliameoty agvinfi the 

Puke 


» * 


HEN H T VL ^ t^ 

i oaa ttombK^ hwt AlialglMy Ood tend tti, H ftfa moft 
i|BtafiifC i4» 

Writieii aU in kifte, ^ Saturdsty next after St. Edwar<r» 

day; 

I • • • 

Your Serranty 


a 


' # « 


Saturday, i8tlio^O£lober, 
>449» a8 H. VI. 


GRESHAM 
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LETTER VIIL 

T^ /^ ^'^^' i»QrJhipful Mafler ^obn Pq/ion, be this deU^ 

vered in bafie. 

RIGHT woHhipftil bufbandi I recommend mil to^ faii^ 
defiring heartily to hear of your welfare^ &c. (tAsn foU 
lows fame common btifinefs about bis farms and tenants.) 

William Rutt, the which is with Sir John * Heveningham 
came home from London yefterday, and he faid plainly to his 
Mafter, and to many other Folks, that the Duke of * Suffolk is 
pardoned, and hath his men again waiting upon him, ^d is 
right well at cafe and merry, and is in the King's good grace^ 
and in the good conceit of all the LordS) as well as ever he was. 

Duke of Suffolk, in February 1^49; and the Kbgi to appeafethem, committed the 
Duktf to the Tower ; his enlargement fimn tbeoce^ &c. is here related ; and it feems 
by what is here mentioned, that he appeared abroad ufually with a Guard. 

1 There 
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^htr iMin.i^uiX Ed'fflys a2ciif *'Yerdiowdi and Gcoroner 
and have don moche harm and taken many Englyfch mdi.aiH^ 
put bem in grett diftreiTe and gr^fely raMfnfoinkhyd hem . and 
the feyd £nmy s been fo bold that they kom up to y* load and 
pley'a hem on Cad' fonds and in other plas' as homely as 
they were Englyfch men. Folk's ben rytz for* afred y* they wcl 
don* moche harm y^ Som, but if y' be made rytz grett pur-* 
vyahs azens hem. . . . , : . 

Other tydy'gs know I non at y'' tyni. 

The blyffeful 'Fnyte have zow in his kpy'g, 
Wretyn at Norwyche on Seynt Gregorys day. 

Yowrs, 


3 Party at home ran fo high at this time, that the Coaili were aeglcAedi and foreign 
Eaemtea fufbred 19 commit depredatiohs with impunitj. 
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There have been many Enemies againft ^ Yarmouthi and 
Cromeri and have done much harm, and token many EhgUfh 
men, and put them in great diflrefs, and greatly [Beavify] 
raAfomed them; and the .faid Enemies have been fo bold that 
they come . up to the land and play them on Caifier ^ands and 
in other places, as homely as [as much at their eafe as, if\Xcitj, 

were EngliHimen ; Folks be right fore afraid, that tl^ey will 

• - < • ■ • 

do much harm this Summer, but if \uhlefs\ there be m^de 
right great purveyance againft them* 

Other tidings know I none at this time ; the blifsful Trinity 

• .* * ^ » 

have you in his keeping. 

» 

Written at Norwich, on Saint Gregory's day. 

I . . • • • . ■ ' 

f ^ : Youra» 

♦ MXrG ARET P ASTON. 

f Nbni4ch/ • 

St. Gregory'^ Day, 

-• ' Thurliiay iithof March, ^ ' 

4 Margaret, wife of John Pafton, Ef<i. was daughter and heir of John Mawteby, 
Efq. Slie died in i4»4* PL 1 1 ; N ' af. 
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Tie Ccpu of a miaifU L're matten iy t6i Dtdie cf * Ht^ to hw 

* Scmitie giving iym tbereittviry ^ood Coitnfeii. > < . 

« 

MY dere ind. only wel^elpved Spne I befeche ouf e Lord ia^ 
Heven y* maker of sdle the world to t>lefle you and to 
iende you eu' grace to i&ye hym, aud to drede, hym to y' w^lch^ 
as fcxre as. a Ffider may charge his chfld t ^th charge you 
and prei you to fette alle your fpirites i^nd wittes to do an4f 
to knowe his holyr I^awes anjd Comaundments by the which 
ye Ihall w^ his grete in*cy pafle alle y* grete tempeftes and 
troubles of y^ wrcicched world, and y^ alfo wetyngly ye do no 
thyag £qs love nor drede of any erthely creature y^ fhuld di£- 
pleJTe hym. And y'^ as any Freelte maketh you tp f^le he 
fecheth hys m*cy fobne to calle you to hym agen w^ repentaunce 
fatisfaccon* and contricon of youre herte nevermore in will to 

qfiende.hym* 

Secoundly next hym above alle erthely thyng to be trewe Liege 

The following Pedigree of John de la Pole» Duke of Suffolk, the Son of the Writer of 
this Letter, ii taken from a letter of John Faftoo, Efq. to his Coufin Mai^ret Pstfton^ 
dated, Saturdayi and written between 1460 and 1466, 1 and 6 of £• IV. having for the 
pa^er Maik a Bull. 

•* Item, as for the Pcdegre of y« (cyd Dewk, he is Sone to WiU'm Pool, Dewk of 
'• Suff% Sone to Mychell Pool, £rl of Suff', Sone to Michel Pool, y* firft ErUf Suff' 
*« of the Poles, mad by Kyng Ricfeth (Jffice) my Fader was born. 

<* And ye (eyd furft Mychell was Sone to on (cMe) Will*m Pool of Hall, whcch was a 
«* worfchepfull man grow be furtwne of y« worldj and he was furft a Murchant and aft' a 
** Kenygtb tnd aft' he was mad Baneret." 

man 
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LETTER IX. 

^be Copy of a notable Letter, written by the Duke of » Suffolk 
to bis * Sony giving bim tberein very good CounfeL 

MY Dear and only ^cUbelovcd Son, I befcech our Lord in 
Heaven, the Maker of all the World, to blefs yoo, and 
to fend you ever grace to love him, and to dread him, to the 
which, as far as a Father ipay charge his child, I both charge 
you, and pray you to fet all your fpirits and wits to do, and to 
know his Holy Laws and Commandments, by the which ye 
ihall, with his great mercy, pafs all the great tempefta and 
troubles of this wretched World. 

And that, alfo weetingly, ye do nothing for love nor dread of 
any earthly creature that fliould difpleafe him. And there as 
[whenever] any Frailty maketh you to fail, befeech his mercy 
fbon to call you to him again with repentance, fatisfadion, and 
contrition of your heart, never* more in will to oflFend him. 

Secondly, next him above all earthly things, to be true Liege«- 

' William de la Pole Duke of Suffolk, fucceeded his Brother Michael, flain at the 
Battle of Agtncourt, in 1415, as Earl of SuffoU ;' he was Prime Minifier^ and Favourite 
of Henry VI. andQncen Margaret; was created in 1443, 23 ^^VI. Marquis, and in 
1448, 26 H. VL Duke of Suffolk. He was banifliod by the King, at the inlligation of 
theX^ommons, Stc. and murdered on the Sea, on the 2d of May, 14S0, 28 H. VI* 

He married. Alice, widow of Thomas de Montacute, Earl of Salilbury, and Daughter 
and heir of Thomas Chaucer, Efq. of Ewelmc, in Oxfordlhire, and Grand -daughter of 
Geoffery Chaucer, the celebrated Poet. 

» John de la , Pole (after his Father*8 Murder) Duke of Suffollc, &c. He married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Plantagcnet, Duke of York, nnd Sifter of Edward IV. 
He died in 1491, 7 H. VII. and was buried by his Father at VVingficld in Suffolk. 

Vol. I. F man 
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man in hert In wille in thought in dede unto 7* Kyng oure 
alder moft high and dredde Sou'eygne Lord, to whom bothe ye 
and I beeQ fo moche bounde too, Cfaargyng you as Fader caa 
and may rather to die yan to be y^ contrarye or to knowe any 
thyng y* were ayenfte ye ^ welfare or p'fp'lte o£ his moft riall 
pYone but y^ as ferre as youre body and lyf may ftr^dlb* 
ye lyve.aod die to defende it. And to lete his Highneflfe have 
knowlache y^'of in alle y* hafte ye can* 

Thirdly in y* lame wyfe I charge you my Dere Sone alwey 
as ye be.bpundra byy' com'aundeiBent of God to do, to love 
to. worflv^pe .youre Lady and Moder^ and alfo y^ ye obey 
alwey hyr com'aimdeaieiits and to belere hyr councelles and 
advifes in alle youre werks y^ which dredeth not but ihall be 
beft and treweft to you.^ And yef any other body wold fiere 
you to y^ Qcmtrarie to flee j^ counccU in any wyfe for ye fhaU 
fynde it dought and ei^lU 

^orcfaermore tis £erre as Fader may and can I charge you in 

any wyfe t6 'fiee y* copahy and councd of'proude men, of 

coveicowie men and of fiateryng men the more efpecially and 

mygfetily to withftonde hem and not to drawe ne to medle w* 

hem w* all youre myght and power. And to drawe to you and 

• •••••• 

to your company good and v'tuowfe men and fudi as benbf 
good conu'facon and of trouthe and be them dial ye nev* be de- 

fe)rved ner repente you oflF, moreover nev* foHow youre owne 

3 This very parttctttar adtke to hu 8oDf ihowi hu fears for the King*^ perfimal fafet|r 
at tliU time. 

2 witte 


H B N R: Y VI. 35 

mtti in heart, in will, ia thought, la deed, uato the King our 
alder moft [greateft] high and dread Sovereign Lord, to whom 
both ye and I be fo much bound to; Charging you as Father 
can and may, rather to die than to be the contrary, or to 
know any thing that were againft the ^welfare or profperity 
of his moft Royal Perfon, but that as far as your body and 
life may Aretch, ye live atid die to defend it, and to let his 
Highnefs have knowledge thereof in all the hade ye can. 

Thirdly, in the fame wife, I charge you, my dear Son, alway 
as ye be bounden by the Commandment of God to do, to iove^ 
to worlhip, your Lady and Mother; and alfp that yc obey 
alway her commaddments, and to believe ber counfels and 
advices in all your works, the which dsead not bt|t ihall be hf& 
and trueft to you. 

And if any other body would fteer you to the oootrary, to flee 
the counfel in any wife, for ye (hall find it nought and evil. 

Furthermore, as far as Father may and can, I charge you in 
any wife to flee the Company and Counfel of proud men, of 
covetous men, and of flattering men, the morie efpecially and 
mightily to withftand them, and not to draw nor to meddle 
with them, with all your might and power f and to draw to you . 
and to your company good and virtuous men, and fuch as be of 
good converfation, and of trutby and by them (hall ye never be 
deceived nor repent you of. 

• More- 

N> 9. Tbob words widi dottorer them are added, at b the Copjr they ven chafed 

* This 
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witte ijn no wyfc, but in alle youre werkes of fuche Folks m I 

• •••••• 

write of abbve axeth youre advife and counfel and doyng thus 

w* -f m'cy of God ye. (hall do right well and lyue in right 

•• •• 

moche worihip and grete herts reft and eafe* And I wyll 
be to you as good Lord and Fader as my hert can thynke. 
And laft of alle as hertily and as lovyngly as ever Fader blefled 
his child in erthe I yeve you y* bleflyng of Oure Lord and 
of me, whiche of his infynitc m*cy encrece you in alle vcrtu 
and good lyvyng. And y* youre blood may by his grace 
from kynrcdc to kynrede multeplye in this erthe to hys CvMk 
in Tuche wyfe as after y* departyng fro this wreched world 
here ye and thei* may glorefye hym et'nally amongs his Aun- 
gelys in hevyn. 

* Wreten of myn hand, 

y« day of my dep'tyng fro this land. 

Your trewc and lovyng Fader, 

Paper Maik* 
Cap and Flower de Lys. 
f\. vili. N"^ 4- 

This U the Mark on the paper^ upon which the Copy of thb Letter it written, and 
being of the fame kind with that on the paper, which contains the account of the Duke's 
nmidert ib»wi that thb copy was trajilcribed about the lame time, and in fome meafui« 
authenticates the truth of it. 

The Apograph is cofded from an Indenture, dated J9th of May, 1436, 14 f(. VL 
and iigned by the Duke when Earl of Suffolk. PL i» N'' 6^ 

^ The concludbg fenteoces ate in rhitne. 


This afieAionate Letter, ftrongly inculcating his Son's Duty to God^ his SoTei^^, 
' and hil Paieats, givei htm good and fotherly Counfel^ aa to his Company, hia Co97eT&- 


ttQ» 


Moreover, never follow your own wit in no wife, but in all 
your works, of fucb Folks as I write of above, afk your advice 
and couniel, and doing thus, with the mercy of God, ye (hall 
do right well, and live in right much worfhip, and great heart's 
reft and eafe. 

And I win be to you as good I<ord aod Father as my heart caa. 
think. 

And lafl of all, as heartily and as lovingly as ever Father blefled 
his child in earth, I give you the Blefliing of Our Lord and of 
me^ which of his infinite mercy increafe you in all virtue and 
good living; and that your Blood may by his grace from 
kindred to kindred multiply in this earth to hi$ fervicea ^in fuch 
wife as after the departing from this wretched world h^re^ 
ye and they, may glorify him eternally amongft his Angels in 

heaven. 

♦ Written of mine hand» 

The day of my departing fro this Land. 


Your true and loving Father, 

SUFFOLK. 


April, 
I450f 2S H. VI. 


tton and Tran&^fions in life; tcHa Mniy that in fellowing tlie adisce k contointi hv 
will profper in the world ; and tben folexnnly pronouncing a Bkffing on him, itcoadudet 
with a Prayer for him and hit Pofterity. . 

May not thu well written Epifile alone endtle this Duke to a pUce amongft the Noble 
Authort of Englaxid ? 

Thit advice written foimrocdiatdy upo»1tis dcJaHnrci and A OioM a dnie before hit 
murder, muil have made a deep impreffioh on hb Son's mind, and doiibtlefs tn that 
age the Letter was much adnurcd, as even at Oni p^no* of tcfinfd Litcratiirei it may be 
«aUcdagoodandaiiaffe£lingCoB9ofitxoiK t 17 t" 
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To the ryght Worcbipfull 'John Pa/Ion at Norwich. 

RYGHT worchipfuH S'. I recoxnaunde mc to yow and anir 
right fory of that I fhallc fey* and have foo wefshc this 
lif^I bille with forwfulle terys that oa ethes.ye (halle reede k. 

As on monday nexte after may day the' oome tydyngs to 

' ■ . * 

London that on thorfday before the Duke of Suff * come unto the 
•Coftes of Kent full nere Dower with his ij Sbepes and a Ktel 
Spynn' the qweche Spynn' he fentc with c'teyn Lett's to ctcyn 
of^his truftid men unto Caleys warde to knowe howe he fliuld 
be rcfceyvyd and with hym raetie a Shippe callyd * Nicolas of 
the 'Towre with other Shippis waytyng on bym and by hetti 
that were in the Spyner the maifler of the Nicolas' hadde 
knf>wlich of the Dukes comyng and whanne he efpyed the 
Dukes Sliepis he fent forthe his bote to wete what they were 
and the Duke bym felfe fpakke to hem and feyd he was be the 
Kyng8 comaundemet fent to Caleys- ward» &c. 

,Ahd they feyd he mofte fpeke with here maft' an^ foo he w' ij 
cr u^of his men wente forth wyth hem yn here bote to the 
Nicolas and whanne he come the mail' bad4e bjyair Welcom. 
Traito' as mc fey and forth' the maiflf defyryd to wete yf 
the Shepmen woldde holde with the Duloe and they fent wosd 
they wold not yn noo wyfe, axid ioQ. he was ysks the Nicolas 
tyl Sat'day next i^oiwyng« 


I Sosttof our Haftoriam Taj ikat he put |o Sea from the Coaft of Norfolk, 


Soom 
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LETTER X. 

To the right warjhipful John Pajion^ at Normob^ 

RIGHT worfliipfut Sir, I recommend me ta jrous, ancf afli 
right forry of that I (hall fay, and have fo wafhed this^ 
little bin With forrowful tcar8,that unetbs \Jcarcely\ ye (hall read it; 

As on Mondajr next after May day (^th May) there came 
Tidings to London, that on Thurfday before (%otb of April )^ 
the Duke of SuflFolk came anto the ' Coafls of Kent full near 
Dover with his two Ships and a little Spinner ; the which^ 
Spinner he fent with certain Letters, by certain of bU trufted 
men nnta Calais ward, to know how he (hoBld be received ; and 
with him met a Ship called * Nicholas of the Tower with other 
Ships waiting on him, anvl by them that were in the Spinner,. 
tfaeMafter of the Nicholas had knowledge of the Duke's coming.. 

When he efpled the Duke's Ships, he fent forth his Boat ta 
wcct what they were, and the Duke himfelf fpoke to thenit. 

and faid, he was by the King's Cbmmandmeat fent to Calais^ 

ft 

ward, &c. and they fard, he miift i^eak with their Mafler } arfl 
lo he with two or three of his men went forth with them in 

their Boat to the Nicholas ; and when he came» the Mafter 
bade him, Welcome Traitor, as men fay. 

And further the Mafter defired to wete if the Shipmen would 
hold with the Duke, and they lent word they would not in ao* 
wife J and fi) he was ia the Nicholas titt Saturday (zd May): 
next following. 

* Tib Ship belonged to Briftolin 1442^ zo H. Vf. and wat a. great Ship with Forc^ 
Stigft,. and carried 150 men«. 

Some' 


40 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


Scorn fey lie wrottc mochc thcnke to be dclyu'd. to the Kynge 
but thet is not veriiy kaowe, he hadde hes ConfeflTo' with 
hym^ &e« 

And feme fey he was arreyned yn the Sheppe on here maa*^ 
ypon the ^ appechementes and fonde gylty, &c. 

Alio he aflced the name of the Sheppe and whanne he knew 
it he remembred ^Stacy that feid if he myght efchape the daung' 
of the Towr he (huld be faffe and thanne his herte faylyd hym 
for he thowght he was defleyvyd, and yn the fyght of all his 

« ' * ' 

men he was drawyn ought of the grete Shippe yn to the 
Bote and there was an Exe and a floke and oon of the lewdefte 

4 

of the Shippe badde hym ley down hys hedde and he (huld be 
fair ferd wyth and dye on a fwerd and toke a nifty fwerd and 
finotte of his hedde withy n ^ halfe a dofeyn firokes and toke 
awey his Gown of ruflette and his Dobelette of velvet mayled, 
and leyde his body on the Sonds of Dover and fome fey his hedde 
wjas fettejoon a pole by it *and hes menfetteon the k)ndebe grette 
f ircoft"nce and preye and the Shreve of Kent doth weche the 
^ body and fent his Unde' Shreve to the Juges to wete what to 

doo, and alfo to the Kenge whatte (halbe doo. 

• • • 

Ferther I wottc notte but this fer is y* yf the p's be erroneo^ 
letc his concell rcu'fe it, &c. 

Alfo for alle yo' othe' mat" they flepe and the flPree' alfo, &c. 

3 Impeachments by the Commons ; this (hows that thefe Ships were ient out on 
purpofe to take him^ Sec* 

^ Prophecies in thefe times were generally believed, and being always ambiguoufly 
ezprelTed, had a greater chaoce of ibmetimes being fulfilled. 

King Henry IV. from one of thefe ambiguous Prophecies believed he was to die in 
, Jeruffllem« 

1 S'. 
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* 

fSomfi fa^ he jmofic pauoh thing t» be delivf re4 to thQ Kiagi'tat 
that is not verily kaown. 

He bad hi^ Confeflbr with hli^j 6cc. aiid ibmc fay » he wm 
9rraigT^d in the Ship on their msnoer upon the ^ Impfaohittcy 
and found guilty, &c 

AU«)^ ^ed tl^ name of the Sbip^ ^nd when lie knew it, he 
remembred ^ Stacy that faid^ if be mig^t efcap^ tbe da^g:^ of 
^e Tovtr he ihould be fafe^ and then hi$ heart failed htn» for 
he thought he was deceived. 

And in the iig^t #f ^U ^i? »c^ ho wa^ ; 4cawn omt i^ fhe 
great Ship into the Boat, and there was an Axe, and^StMtk^ and 
one of the lewdeft [meanejf\ off thd Skip bikitf hi«i bf 4«vn his 
head, and he ihould be fairly ferd [dealt] with, and die on a Sword; 
and took a rifffy Swoitf atld fmote oS his head wi(h)n ^ half a 
dozen flrokes^ aqd* took away his Gown of Ruflet, and his 
Doublet of velvet mailed^ and laid his Body oa the Sand^ pf 
Dover J and fome fay his Head was fee on a pole by it ; ^ and 
hfs men fit on the land by great circumftance [q. by great numbers] 

And' the SherI0 of Kent doth; yr«t(^ the ^ body,, and {bath) 
feat • his Undetfbertff to the Judges to wee^ what to do ; and 
aATo-to the King/A9« kMOH0j what Audi be done. 

Farther 1 wot not, but thus far iIb it, if the Procef^ be erroneous 
let bis G>un|je) reverfe it, 3cc«, 

i A moft cruel manner of putting him to death* 

**May not this fentence be thus read ? 
and his men [ivcrc] fet on the land be [t^etier mti^ great circdmflance l^veal/J!?] and 
prey [^oaty]. 

^ His Body was taken from Dover Sands, and carried to the Collegiate Church of 
Wingficld, in Suffolk, where it lies interred under an Altar Tomb, in the Chancel, 
i^ith his £fEgies in Armour, painted, gilt, &c. carved in wood, lying on it* It is 
remarkably well executed, as is that of Alice his wife, likcwife, which lies at his right hand* 

Vol . I. G Alfo 
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S'. ^lOmag ^ Kcricl is take pfotf and allc the leggc harneyfe and 
abowte iij m'' EagUfhe men flayn. 

Mathew • Gootti with xv^ fledde and favyd hym felffe and hem, 
and Peris Brufy was Cheffe Capteyn and hadde x m^ frenlhe 
men and more» &c. ! 

Lprey yow Idtc my maffras yo' mode' knowe thefc tydyngis^ 

« 

and God hare yow all yh his kepyn« 

I prey yow this bille may recomannde me to my lliaftrafes 
yo' Mod^ and Wyfe, &c. 
' James^ Grefhanv hath wretya to John of Dam and recomanu* 

* 

dtth hym, &c. - 

Wretyn yri gret hafte at Load, the v day of May, &c. 


12 by 8 i. 

• Paper Mark. 
Cap ano'Fkur de Ly»* 
FI, viii. N*» 4. 


. r 


By yowr. Wyfe^ 


%(t%. 


y He was taken Prifoner at the battle of Fourmigniy fought on the iSth cfAptUf 
1450, where he defended himfelf with great bravery. He* was beheaded by Queen 
Margaret's order, after the iecond bttrle bf St. Alban^s, in 1460. 

^ Query, if the brave Matthew Gough, who was afterwards (lain in Cade's Rebelliooy^ 
fighting on the Citizens* Part, in July 1450, at the battle of the bridge. 

The conclufion of this Letter puz^lei) md for a' long time ; at £tft I thought that the 
word Wyfe might be read Neif or Servant,, but the W was too much like all the others 
in the fame Letter to warrant that reading. ' « ^ 

I think it may be thus explained. ^ . ' ' 

On looking over this Colle^ion of Letters^ I found fome fubfcribed W L^ and others 
Will^^ Lomner in the fame hand. 

But 


y. 


i . 


. # 
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Alfo for all the other matters; they fleep and the Fryar alfo, &c, 
Sir Thomas ^ Keriel is takea Priibner and all the leg harnefs, 
and about 3000 EngUQimen flain. 

Matthe\i7 \Goptli [q^.GougJb] ysi^lii ^o fled^ and faved. him-- 
ielf and them. And Perls Brufy.was chief Captain and had 
1 0,000 Frenchmen and more, &:c. 

I 4pray you let- my Miftrels your Mother know thefe tid-^ 
uigSijai^iGcKlhMefpQii «U in his keep 

^ 9ff^7'Yi^^r{t^/tbil^ bill /may recomftieod me tompM^^ 
trefles your.Mothti: and ^ht &c r 

James Grefliam bath written to John of Dam and; recommend-t 
eth,hi^»6{;c. - ; ; ..j v i • ^ V — ^ 

. Writtin ip greaf h&fte at LoddOn tkejtU day of :May, &c. {r 


'\* 


By your Wife, • 

WILLIAM LOMNER. - 

London, • . • -. /\ 


• Tticf'day, cth of May, 
1450, aS H. VI. 


11 • - 


» -t 


I.ET- 


.But tlicn this difficulty. occurred, how could WL4irWill«L&nnei^be'\h'e Wife of 
JohnPafton? .... 

On examining fome of the Letters of Margaret ' Pafton to lier h'ulband, and which 
werefub&ribed *«3e your Wife MF.'V I feymd thep- written in the^aiue haint: at 
fljofc figned WL, and Will" Lonrner. 

?I guefs, therefore, that, being ufed to write fol^etinibf fbrhid^iftrefs to her hulband 
John Pafton, he now in his hurry inftead of concluding ** By your .Servant WL^ ai 
fome of his Letters do, he wrote by miftake, By yowr Wyfc, W L. PI. 11.* N*^ 26. 

The family of Lomner had property both at Mannington, and Wood Dalling in 
Ndtfolk ;- aC'tfae UdHp Town, ^is 66n WlUi^iii MIt k cafieHated Mftnfh»n. * • * 
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Ti^my rigBt nvorJhufftAl Ctfygftt John Fafiok 6f mr- 

Hiytbt Squyir. 

RIGHT T^rfiiuj^uR S% I reoomaafide meilnto yow it ilie 
moft goodly wyfe tbiat ]^ oan^ Mid foriuwoche as y^ 
4d(b^tif tne to feiide yow woirde^ ipf\i'% mtKki fitr^^Ii^he 
l)een opened in the p^iameat ^eolf ^ I ftnde jom of tliemfe 
fiidie a» I caii. 

Firft mooft efpiall that for Terray trowthe i}{k>n' l^tMay 
that kft mit th« Di»be 6f ^Soibtk was ttk^n lA tkb 8«e» Wnd 
there he was byheded and his body w^ the app'tenaunce fette 
atlande at Dover, and alie the Folks that ho haad w* hym were 
.fette to lande. and haad noon harme. 

r 

Alfo the Kyng hath fiiwhat graanted to have the reffipfioa 
agayne in fume but nat in alk, &c. 

Alfi> yef ye purpole ta come bydre to put up yout * byltes^ 
jt may come aow in a good tyme^ fibf now eufy tnan tliat 
hath any they put theyme now Jnne, and fo may ye yif ,ye 

eoihe, w* G6dds €raee toi jrow pleafur. 

■ 

Ferthermoce upon the w^^ ^ay of this lAonthc the Erie of 
^Dcvenefthire tibme hydrt w' ilj^ inen ♦wel byfeeti, 8i:<i* 


• This Accowtt esiaftly igifeeg wWllilM in f)tt Uft L«tftr^ -m CV ttemtuirfcn Al^.^tT Afr 
Diikc of Suffolk. 

* Here follows fome adtke febtive to fomcr^rivatc BUI* of J.Paftoo, to be prefeated 
to tlie Parliament. 

And 
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LETTER XI. 

To ntf right worjbi^ul Ctm/ln^ y^kn Psftck^ ^ f9ors^ 

RIGHT \rorihipful Sir, I reieommeod Wt Wito ytni ilk 
the moft goodly ¥^fe tfaoit I tan ; tmS fet aH Intich as ye 
defiredof me to fend you word of divers matters here^ which 
have been opened in iBe Parliament openly, I fend you of them 
fuch U I can* 

Firft moft efpecial, that for very truth upon Saturday that laft 
was, the Duke of ' SuflFolk was taken in the Sl^a, ztA tbtre he 
was bAwdai, and. his body. with <be »|^rteaftBaB.£K at \mak fX 
Dover \ and all the Folks that be had ^tth him Wer6 fet to 
land, and had none harm, &c« . 

Alio the King hath fomewhat granted to have the .refumption 
again, in fome but not in all, &c. 

Alfo if ye purpofe to come hither to put up your ^ bills, ye 
may come now in a good time, for now every man- that hath 
any, they put them in, and fo may ye if ye come, with God*s 
Grace to your pleafure. 

Furthermore upon the 4^^ day of this Month, the Earl of 
t Devonlhire came hither with 300 men ^ well beieen, &c. and 

} Thomas Cawlney Earl %£ Dmronflurc . wais takca ac tbc; Ivntk.of Towton^ . ta 1461^ 
and afterwards beheaded, by order o£ Edward I V» he having revolted from Edward c» 

HciuyVI. 
^ A fiaeliedf of men well arrayed and accoutred^ • 

upon 
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Atid upoa the morow aft' my Lord of ^ Warrcwykc w* iiij* 
and moo, &c. 

Alfo as hyt ys noy fed here Calys (hal be byfeged w^ynae this 
vij d^yeif^ &€• • . . 

God iave the Kyng and fende us pees, &c. 

Other tithyngs be ther noon here, but Almyghty God haVe 

WrkeA at Leyceftr the vj day of May.. 


I • . • 


. . Paper Mark. > 
• ^Croft, Sec. 

PL VIII. N** 6. 


Your Cofigne, 


4tkhwd Neville, Earl of Warwick, wai lulled in Che battle of Itsintt, ia i47r, 
inoft furioufly fightuig apuaft £dwud iy« 
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upon tbe morrow after, my Lord of *- Warwick, with 400 antt 
more, &c. 

Alfo as It ts iK>ifed here, Calais fliall be befieged withia di» 
ieyen days, &c. 

God fave the King, and fend us peace, &c. . 

Other tidings be there oone here, but Almightj God have 7011 
in his keeping. 

Written at Leicefler,. the 6th day of Mxy. 


Leicefter,. 
Wedoefday, 6t1i of May, 
1450, 18 H. VU 


' Your Coufifi, 

^ JOHN CRANE. 


^ The Cranes were a good femily, fiouriflring at riiit dmc in the Qmntier of NbrfoUt 
and Suffolk) and the writer of this Lener belonged to tbe-Gourt, PL 1 1 1 • N^ 19. 
The Seal on this Letter is de&ced, but it has a neat braid of twioe raund-tt. Pl^xir. M^ |. 
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Some Ohfervations on the two preceding Letters to the vmrjhif^ 
"Ji&n^ajim^ Bfytures dtNohmcfh ibei^tfi dateiifisom Lon^ 
don on the ^tb^ and the other from Lekejler on the 6fk of Ahfyn 
1450, 28 H. VL ' ' » 

THE Murder of William dc la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, is^ byt^ 
Hiflorians, varioufly related | fome informing US;^. ivi general ternis, 
that it was committed by the contrivance of 'the Party then in oppo- 
fition to the (J^^pri others, that it was done by order of the Party 
then in the Duke of York's Intereft; and others, that a Captain 
Nicholas, ^of a Ship« belonging to the Tower, or a Captain of a Ship 
called the Nicholas, met him on the Sea, and there took and murdered 
him, but whether in confequence of being employed for that ^urpofe^ 
Of pp^hi&^ovA.aiy^ibflfiity. di<^3 not fuffici?ntly. ^pear. 

A Short Sketch off the Proceedings of the Parliament, and of ths 
Diike of SuffblkV fituattbn previous to his leaving the Kingdom, are 
neceflkry to the clearly underftanding of the following account. 

Upon the Meeting of the Parliament at Weftminfter, in November 
1449, the Commons preiented to the Lords feveral Articles of Im- 
peachment againft the Duke of Suffolk. The Queen, fearing the 
confequences of thefe, perfuaded the King to fend the Duke to the 
Tower, hoping by this ftep to fatisfy the Commons. 

After this, by her addrefs, the Parliament was adjourned to Leicefter, 
to meet in April 1450, where the Duke, being releafed from his im- 
prilbnment, appeared, with the King and Queen, as Prime Minifter. 

This Proceeding extremely offending the Commons ; they prefented 
a Petition to the King, praying that all, who had been concerned in 
the delivery of Normandy to the French, might be punilhcd. 

a The 
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Tbt <2j^sen*« F4«rs were now renewed, and fli« prevukd vpoa the 
King inJlaaiily to bantlh the Puke for (ire years, wluch he. did i and 
thelQuke ver7 (b^n .embarked mih an intention of going to France, 
mhcte bii Friend the Duke of Somerfet was Regent. 

. From the plain State of this biftorical Fa£t, delivered down to in 
in xh/fS^ Lottors^ the following obfenrations are deducedi firft pr^mif- 
ing^hat^ \n 1447^ the Duke vf Suffolk, in conjun£tioQ with the Queen 
and hd-MimftryVi had been one of the principal Agents in the Murder 
of the Ppke of Gipucefter ; an Event which» in all human probabilityy 
was the immediate occaTion of the Duke of York's Thoughts c£ 
aflerting his Claim to the Crown, a Claim, in which he could have had 
little hope^ of fujcoefsy during the. life of a Prinees the Uncle of the 
reigning King, and the Brother, and Son (xf the two preceding^ So* 
vereigns. 

A Frinc^ likewife M^ll beloved by the People, and endowed with abi* 
lities which. would have adorned a Throne. 

The Duke of York at. this dmemoft certainly had a perfonal liatred 
to . the l^ke of Suffolk, as by him he had been not long before 
difmiffed from the Regency of France, and was very lately fent into 
Ireland, to quell a Rebellion with a Force inadequate to the pur« 
pofe. 

The Duke of Suffolk's undoubted attachment to the Houfe of Lan-^ 
cafteo miift be, at all times, a great impediment to the taking of many 
ileceffary fteps by the York Party, towards carrying this meditated 
Claim into execution ; the having him therefore put to [Death, muft 
be a very defireable circumftahce to the Duke of York and his 
Friends. 

The Arrival of the Earls of Devohlhire and Warwick, at this critical 
time at Leicefter, with fuch large Retinues of Men " well byfeen," 
fumtflies very fufficicnt rcafons for thinking, that the Murder of the 

Vol. I. H Duke 
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Duke of Sofiblk ,was a prcmediuted fchemc) and that thefe Noble- 

« 

-men camcj thus attended, to prevent any proceedings which migkc 
have been adopted by the Queen and her Party, en their knowledge of 
this Event being accomplilhed ; for thefe two Noblemen could not 
arrive at Ijeicefttr in confeqtience of the Murder, as it was tnipoffible 
for them to know of it, to get their men together, and to enter Lei- 
ccfter, the one on the 4th, the other on the 5th of May^ the accofiliC 
of it not arriving in London till the 4th ; they therefore moft probably 
came in confcqucnce of their previous knowledge of the plan that 
was laid^ to wait the event of it, and to ad as circumftances. might 
require. 

The Sentence of Banifhment feems to have been almoft inftantaneous^ 
this method therefore of taking him off, muft have been as inftanta-' 
neoufly refolved upon, by thofe of the Party then near the Court j for 
. though the People in general^ and the ConKxu>ns> hated the Duke, ft no 
where appears, that he was thus taken off by any generally concierted 
plan for that purpofe, but by a Party; and as thefe two* Noblemen^ both 
at that time profeffed Friends to the Duke of York, arrived thus 
critically with fuch numerous Attendants fo weir arrayed and ac- 
coutred, it gives the greateft reafon to fufpedt that it was by tbefr 
Party. .... 

What Captain of a Ship that had met the Duke on the Sea^ unlefs his 
Ship had been fent out on purpofe to take hiiT), could have knowo 
what had pafled at Leiccfter, otherwife than from the Duke's own 
people in the Spinner^ and from that account only would have dared 
to take and murder him ? 

This Force too, the Nicholas^ with the other Ships waithig^ on him^ 
was certainly much fuperior to the Dune's two Ships, and one little 
Spinner ; otherwife^ . how can we account for his own Shipmea not 

* holding 
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holding with him; for however lowly fallen in the public efteem» 
a Nobleman, of his conft quence and poffeflions, muft have ftill had faith- 
ful Adherents enough to have defended him ; and to have accompanied 
him to France; unlefs they found that refiftance in their fituatioa 
to fuch fiipefior force, (a force fent out on purpofe to take him,) 
could be of no fervicej but would moft probably have haftened his 

fate. 
The Words, "God fave the Kyng, arid fende us pees," feem to 

irifinuatc a fufpicion of the King's perforial: fafety at thi^ time, 
and a feai* that the * difturb'ances which, then overfpread the land, 
might be produftlve of. civil wzH-, for; the Prayer for Peace being 
coupled with that for thfe King's fafety, plainly refers to the difturb* 
afice& at home, and not to thole in. France* . , •: . 
£,From thefe, and ^1 other ciroumftances^, ^therefore, ^s ft^ed in the 
two preceding Letters, it may be juftly concluded, that the York 
Party not only contrived, but perpetrated the Murder of this Noble- 
man; who thus fella terrible Example, that Blood requires Biood ; 
and had it been the only, inftead of the firft blood fpilt by the York- 
ifts^ happy had It been for England, who would not thdn have had 
to 'lahient thofe Deluges of it, -which loon -after flowed, in thc^ 
dreadful Civil Contefis between the two Houfes of York' and Lan- 
caficr. ; . I 


Thcfe two Letters and the ObferVations were read at the Meeting of die Anti- 
' quary So€ie£y/on Thurfday the 30th of November^ 178O} and entered in 
} ^6 Society's Minute Book. Vol. ztiL Page 181, &c* 
Thanks, &c« were ordered for the Communication. 
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ft « ic s e a 3633- 

7(7 wy. /r^ and "welbelovyd frende Sir Tiomas Wmys 

TRUSTY and wdbelovy^ . frq;ide I, grctc yoa wcH. 
(Here/olhwftme Ordirs reJpiSling bis Affairs at Catfitr.) 

And I. pray you fende me word. who darre be.fo hardy to^^ 
keck agen you in my ryght« And fey hem on ray half thtt 
they (hall be qwyt as ferre as law and reafon wolto. 

And yff they wolle not dredde ne obbiey that ^ then they ttsaSit 
b( qyyi by ^ Blacberd or Whyteberd that yft to fey by God 
or the Deyyll. And therfor I charge yow fend me word whe« 
thyr fuch as hafe be myne Adv'faries before thy8.tyme coptynew 
ftin yn her wylfullnefle^ &c. 

Itm I hyre oft tymys manye ftru'nge Rapports of demenyV 
of the ^ gouVu'ce of my [^ace at CaQre and[Othyr plafys, as[y^, 
ray chatdL approTyng^ yn my wyayj the kepyng of my ward«^ 
robe and clothys, the avaylle of ray C!onyes at Haylyfdony. &rc.. 
and approwcm't of my londys. P'yng you hertly as my full 
truft ys yn you to help reforme it^ and tbs^t ye fufiVe no vifyoufe 
man at my place of Caftre abyde but weltgouVned and diKgent; 
is ye wolle aunfwer to it. 

This is a private Letter, and would not have been worthy of publicatioD» but as bebg 
char^^terittc of Sir John Faftolf 's Difpofnton. 

\ Swearingy we are told by fome of our Hidorians, was the £dhion of the time, and 
W€ are here prelcnted with one of the ufual Oaths* 

AUmyghty 
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To my trufty, and wdlbehved Friend, Sir Thomas Howes, 

Parjbtt of. Ci^lecomb* 

TRUSTY and wellbeloved Friend^ I greet you* well. 
(Hertfdlhwfime Orders reJpeBing bis Affairs at Cnifter.) 
And I pray you fend me word Vi)M dare be fp hardy to kick 
agaiaft you in my right ; and fay (to J them on my half \}ebalf\ 
that they (hall be quiet as. far m Law and Reafon will ; 
and if they will not dcead nor obey that^ then they (hall be 
quiet by 'Blackbeard or Whitebeardy that is to ^ly* by God or 
theDffvil ; aod thetidSore I cfaafge you^ fend me word whether 
fach: ashaye hden mme Adverlariea before this timey continue 
fttU ift tbir wtilfidlnefflr, &g. 

Item^^i hear ofr times miiny ftrange Reports of the demean^ 
i^.^:dker^ * gov^ermoice of my |daoe>at Caifterand other pUces, 
as in my. CluAeli af^fovin^y tnf my 'Wines^ the keeping of mj 
Wafdfobe and Cloths, tin Avidl of myCoiMes at Helleidon, &c. 
and Approwmenr of my Lands ; pniying yoik heartily, as my 
UA truft is in you, to help (to) reform it. 

And that ye fufler no vicious man at my place of Caifter (to J 
ahidCf but well governed' and dtligtet, as ye wil! anfwer to it. 

« 

* Hit Houfehold, &c-fecins to have been ill managed in his abfence, for the word 

ThoflM» H6«ir«l appear! t6 hd^e been' a Snpeiititendant bF hir Affairs at Catfler. He 
iMB RtAor ^ BldielJl! ih mrfoHc, frohi vSbtm 1 460 to 1 4^ t ; and wa> one of Sir John*!: 
Executors. Gaftkcomb is in Wiltihiie^ 

Almighty 
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AUmygtitf God kcpc you. Wryt at Londoa x»vij. day of 
Mali A* Mviij* R R H vj. * 

lo J by 5 J. 

*» Sir John Faftolf» had been a Comnaander of approrcd ralour in the War« in France, 
and was made a Knight of the Garter ; he .bulk ihia Place at Caifter» where he re£ded 

ta 
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fo my rygbt bMurabylkMdifier yohn Pafton. ' 

RYGHT hoQUf abyU said my. xyght catcrlyj bylavyd- 
Maidsr I recomaundc me ua to :yow ;tv^ kU 'mkocrof 
due reu^'ence in the mode louly wyfe as me ought to do eu^mon 
defyryng. to here of yo^ worfliipfull Aate profp'ite and. weifar 
the whech I \xkkc God <£ his aboundaot . gr*ce^ encrece^apd. 
mayntene to hi$ moile plefaunce aiid to yo*" hartis defyire^ 

Pleafyth it yo' gode and gracios maiilerihipp tendyrLy to 
conA^dir the grete lefles and burta y^ yo' por peticumer haeth 

This Letter was written m 1465, 5 E. iV. but it relates fo entirely to a TranfadUon 
in June aild July 145O9 aS H. Vi. that I have thought it belter to place it here, accord* 
ing to the Date of the Event it records^ than according to the Date of the Time when it 
was written. 

It prefents to us, a certain and curious Account of the Commons of Kent, whcm 
aflembled at Blackheath under Cade, in I4S0» and^was written by J^Payii (thenaSenrint 
to Sir John Faftolf ) who was taken by themy carried about witb themi jod thH^f/^nfid 
to have been beheaded. &c. 

It 
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Atmighty God keep you. Written at London, the a^th day (^ 
May, in the 28th year of the reign of King Henry Vlth. 

' JOHN FASTOLF, Kt, 

LonaODf 
Wcdnefiiay, 27th of May> 
1450, 2S M. YI. 

in grea( ftate and inagnificeace. He was born in 1377, and died on the 6th of Norember, 
'4S9> when he was above S2 jcars old. PI. xi. N^ 15. 


X^ E T T E R XIII. 

To my right honourable Mafiery 'John Pqfton, 

RIGHT honourable and my right cntinly betoved Mafter; 
I vccQmiMod me unto you, with all manner of due 
feverenee in the m<^ lowly wife as me ought to do, evermore 
defiring to hear of your worfhipful ftate, profperity and welfare ; 
the which I beftek [befeecbl Qod, of his abundant grace; 
inoreafe and maintain tahis moft pleafancet. and to your heart'4 
defire. ' • ' : 

Pleafeth it, your good and gracious MaAer(hip, tenderly to con* 
lider the great lofles i^nd hucts,. tbat.youc poor Petitioner hath. 

It truly (hews to ut the violence and barbariry of a body of ment collc^ed chiefly from 
die meaneft of the People, combined' together for th/e pretended purpoie x^ Reformatioa ; 
but really for the Deftru^ion of ail good Order, and legal Government. 

J^ Pay IV had been> formerly a« Servant to Sir John Faftolf, of fome confequence, and: 
was now a Petitioner for fome relief, on account of his lofles and misfortunes, while at 
Ffifimer^ &c. with the Rebels, from John PafioDy one of the Executors of Sir John. 
Faftolf'fWiU. Pl..ui*.N» 30.. 

andU 


^ 
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and haetb jhad cvyi'ieth the Comonp of Kient eonAf co the 
Blakheth and y' it at xv yer polled wher'as >my Maift' Syr Joha 
' Faftolf Jcayght y* is yourc Teftat' com^andyt yo*^ befecher to 
take a man and ij of the befte orfTe y^ wer in his ftabyll w^ 
hym to ryde to the Comens of Kent to getp the Articles y^ 
they come for. and fo I dyd and alfo fone as I come to the Blak* 
heth the ^Capteyn made the Comens to take me and for the 
favacion of my Maifl:*s horfe I made my fellowe to ryde a wey 
w' the ij horfes and I was brought forth w^ befbr the Capteyn 
of Kent and the Capteyn demaund^ me what was my caufe of 
comyng thedyr and why y^ I made my fellowe te ftele a wey 
w* he horle and I feyd y* I come thedyr to cher* w^ my wyres 

* 

brethren and other y' wer' my alys and Goflippes of myn y^ 
per* pTem ther' ^nd yam #^ y^.oone y"" and findrto itft< Capteyn 
y^ I was one of Sf. JqAm Foftqlfcs men anA dMiti' hovfemot^ 
8^ John Faftolfies and then the.Gapteyn lete cny trefaa vpcm am 
thorought ongbt all the fdde aiid brought me at 119 p'tey of the 
feU w^ a Harrafwd of the Duke of 3 Exett'' before me. in Ac 
Dukes Cioteof Armes makyng iiij Oyes. at iiij p'tea of tibe 
feld p'claymyng opynly by the feid Harrawd y' I was ftnt 
thedyr for to afpy yeyre pu£uinee aad tlieyre Abyllyments of 
werr fro the grettyft TrayV y' wu in Yngelood or in Fraoaee 

as 

' He died on the 6th •f NoTem^i St, Leonard't Dfty# ib 1459^ ^S^ '^ 3^^*^ ™' 
upwards. 

* Jack Cade, an Iriihman | he called himfelf John Mortbneri of the Hoxife of Mnch^ 
he was Ckewife ftyled Captain Mend-all. 

3 It cannot be fuppoied that the Duke of Exetec, a fidthful Laneaftrian, took any pare 

in this Commotion^ but it is probable his Herald night be forced into the ftmce cif Iho 

RebeU. 

I Henrjr 
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aad hatV hadj ever fmce the Commbns of Kexit came to the 
Blackheatb, and that is at 15 years pafled ; whereas mj M after 
Sir John ' Faftolf knight, that is, your Tefiator, commanded 
your Befeecher to take a man, and two of the beft horiies that 
were; in hb ftable, with him to ride to the Commons of Kent* 
td get the Articles that they come foe ; and £b I did ; and aU 
lb foon aii X came to the Blackheath, the ^ Captain made the 
Commons to take me; and for the favation [Javi^'\ of my 
Moderns hories I made my Fellow to ride away with the two 
iKMfes } and I was brought forthwith before the Cafitain of Kent; 
dfiid the Captain demanded {of} me, what was my. eaufe of 
cqmiiig thitfaoTr aaid wivy tbat I made my Belktw to fteal aWay 
^th the horfes; andl faid, that I came thither to ^heer with 
tffy« wife's* brethren, and others Aat wtre mine AUies, and 
Qdfffips of mine, t%at were prefent thefe; and Chert was thttt 
one there, and ['»iba] faid to the Captain, tlntt I was'OM ai 
Sk Jdhn^ Fallolf's men, and the two hovki were ^r John 
Baftolf'sf and then the Captain, let cry Treafon upon me 
throughout all the field, and brought me^ at four parts of the 
fidd, }w^tlra> Hemid of the Du&e of ' Bxeter before me, in the 
Dvke's Ccat of Arms^ making four Oyez at four parts of the 
field ;' proclaimiiig openly by the laid Herald, that I was fent 
thither fbr to efpy their puifiance^ and tiieir habiliments of irar, 
from theigteateft Traitor lihat was in England or in France, as 


I • 


Henry Holland, Dukeof^xeter, though he married Anne, Sifter of Edward IV. zlwayt 
adhered to the Hovfe of Lancafter, and after the battle of Barnet, in 1471, toek 
SanAuary at Weftminfier ; whence he privately efcaped abroad, where he lived in great 
I^Teify. md diftnfii» it u.iud that liis.de«d:body waft fbund in 1474, qb the fta ihore, 
on the Coaft of Kent* 

' Vol. I. I the 
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as y* fcyd Capteyn made p'claytnacion at y^ tyme fro oone 

S\ John Faftolf knyght the whcch mynnyfshyd all the Garri- 

ions of Normandy and Manns and Mayn the whech was the 

caufe of the lefyng of all the Kyng's tytyll and ryght of an 

hcry tnce y* he bad by yonde fee and morovyr he feid y* the 

feid S'. John Faftolf had furnyfshyd his plafe w^ the oldc 

Sawdyors of Norm'^udy. and Abylly mcts of werr to deftroy. the 

Comens of Kent whan y^ they come to Southewerk and y'for 

he feyd playnly y^ I (hulde lefe^ my hede and fo furthew* I was 

taken and led to the Capteyns Tent and j ax and j blpk was 

brought forth to have fmetyn of myn hede and yan my Maift* 

^ Ponyngs yo' brodyr w^ other of my Frendes come and lettyd 

Y Capteyn and feyd pleynly y' y' fliulde dye aC or ij y^ in c^ 

be y* I dyed and fo by y^ meane my lyf was favyd at y* tyno* 

and yitn I was fworen to the Capteyn and to the Comens y^ 

I fixulde £Q to Southewerk and aray me in the heft wyfe y' I 

cpude ,and come ageyn to hem to helpe hem and fo I gote 

thar^icles and brought hem to my MaiA' and y^ coft me mor^ 

emongs y* Comens y* day yan xxvy S. 

Whqrupon I come . to my Maift' Faftolf and brought hym 
tharticles and enfbrme"^ hym of all the mat' and counieyled hym 
io put 9f wey all his Abyllymenfis of werr and the olde Sawdibrs 
ant^ io be dyd and went hymfelf to the Tour and all his 
meyny wF hym but Betts and j Mathew Brayn and had fiotl 
ben the Comens , wolde have brennyd his plafe and all his 
ten^uryeS' wherthorough it cofte me of my ooune p'pr godea at 

^ Robert Pojnyngs married Elisabeth^, the SiiUr of J^^PlUloDy aad wu Sword Bearer 
and Carter to Cade » 

• r 
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the faid Captain made proclamation at that time, from one 

Sir John Faftolf knight, the which miniflied [dimwijbed] all the 

Garrifons of Normandy, and Manns, and Mayn,. the which 

was the caufe of the lofing of all the King's title and right of 

an heritance, that he had beyond fea. And moreover, he faid, 

that the faid Sir John Faftolf had furniihed his Place with the old 

Soldiers of Normandy and habiliments of war, to deftroy the 

Commons of Kent, when that they came to Sonthwark, and 

therefore he faid plainly that I fliould lofe my head ; and fo 

forthwith T was taken, and led to the Captain's Tent, and one 

axe and one block was brought forth to have fmitten off mine 

head ; and then my Mafter * Poyqyngs your brother, with 

other of my Friends came, and letted [prevented] the Captain, 

and faid plainly, that there (hould die an hundred or two, that 

in cafe be, that I died ; and fo by that mean my life was faved 

at that time. 

' And then I was fworn to the Captain, and to the Commons, 
iSiat I fliould go to Southwark, and array me in the beft wile 
that I could, and come again to them to help them ; and fo L 
got the Articles, and brought them to my Mafter, and that 
coft me more amongft the Commons that day than 2^\ 
Whereupon I came to my Mafter Faftolf, and brought him the 

« 

Articles, and informed him of all the matter, and counfelled 
him to put away all his habiliments of war, and the old Soldiers, 
and fohe didi and went himfelf to the Tower, and all his meny 
[Jatnily^ with him, but Betts and one Matthew Brayn ; and had 
not I been, the Commons would have brenned \itfr?^i'\ his Place, 
and all his Tenuries i where though it coft me of my own proper ' 

I 2 goods 
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y^ tyme mor than rj m'rks io mate and drynkc and nonghc 
w'ftondyng the CSapteyn y^ fame tyme kte take me atte Wkyte 
Harte in Smhewerk and y' cpmapdyt l^veiafe to difpoyle 
me oute of myn aray and ^ he dyd and y^ he toke a fyn Qowne 
of Muft' dewyllrB furryd w^ fyn beu'a and j peyr of 5 Bre- 
gandyrna kev't w^ Wew fellewet and gylt naile w* Icgharneyfe, 
the vallew of the gown and the Bregardyne iFiij IL 

Itm the Capteyn fent certeyn of hia meyny to my Chamber 
in yo' rents and y ^ breke up my Cheft and toke a wey j 
ObligacioQ of myn y^ was due unto me of xxxTJ li. by a p'fl 
of Poules and j nother ObligaciQn of j knyght of x^ and my 
purfe w* V ryoga xxf golde and xvij* vj^ of golde and fyl V and j 
berneyfe complete of the touche of ^Alilkyn and j gowne of 
fyn perfe blewe furryd w^ Mart'ns and ij Gounes one furryd 
w^ bogey and j nother lyncd w' ffryfe and y*^ wolde have fmetya 
of myn hede wh'n y* they had dyfpoyled me atte White Harte 
and y' my Maift' Ponynga and n^y Frends favyd me and ib I was 
put up tyU at nyght y^ the ^ bat'yle was at London Brygge 
and :yan attenyght the Capteyn put me oute into the batayle 
atte brygge and y' I was won'dy t and hurte nere hand to detb» 
and y' I was vj oures in the batayle and myght neyyr come 
onte y'of and iiij tymes befor' y^ tyme I was caryed aboughe 

thorough! 

5 A Coat of Mail, confifting of many jointed and fcale-like Plates, &c* 

« Milan, a City in Italy, famous for its works in iron and iltel, &c. 

7 T\\t little at the Bridge was fought, according to our Htftorians, on the 8th of Jufy^ 

1450 ; hut on a paper, amongft this colle^ion of Letters^ marked with the BulPs Head 

aad Star; and on which are recorded feveral Eyents of the reign of Hoary VI. is tfar 

followisf NoU. 

1 « JA 
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goods tt that time mere thao An marka [4/.] ia meat md 
^norky and [;a^} notwitfaftandiiig the Captain that fame time, 

let take me at Ae White Hart in Southwark> and there commanded 
Loveflace to defpoil me out of mine array, and fo he did ; and 
there he lo6k a fine gown of Mufter* devillers furred with fine 
heavers, and one pair of ^ Brigandines covered With hluc velvet 
and gttt naiTs, with teg^harnefs ; the value of the Gowa and the 
Brigandines 8/. 

Item, the Captain fent certain of hrs meny t6 mj Chamber ia 
your ^ rentsr, and there (they) broke up my - Cheft, and took 
away one Obligation of mine, that wa« ' du^ unto me of 36/. 
by a Prieft of PauFs, and one other Obligation, of one knight 
of I oA xcA my pttffe with five Rings of gold, and 1 /x. td. 
of gold and fiWer ; and one harnefe complete of. the touch of 
^ Milan ; and one Gown of fine Perfe blue, furred with Martens j 
and two Gowns, one furred with Bogey, \Budg€^ and one other 
Kned with frieze ; and there would have fmitten ofi^ mine head, 
when that they had defpoiled me at \tbe\ White Hart; and there 
my Mafier Poynyngs, and my Friends faved me, • and {q I wasv 
put up, tSl at night that the ^ Battle was at London Bridge ; 
and then at night the Captain put me out into the battle at the 
Biidge, and there I was wounded, and hurt near hand to^ 
death ; and there I was fix hours in the battle, and might never 
come out thereof; and four times before that time,. I was 


M^ Jak Cadis, proditor de Kent fugit de le Blakhcth xxij die Junij Adm 28 H. VL 
ii ^^ Julij menfe decapitat* fuit/' 

If therefore Cade fled from Blackheath on the 3 2d of June, the battle at the Bridge 
muft have been fought then, and not in July. 

carried' 
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tthorought Kent and Sbufex and j^ they wdde hare fmetyn of mf 
bede and in Kent y as my wyfe dweilyd they toke awey 
all oure gode$ mevabyll y^ we had and y' wolde have hongyd 
my wyfe and v of my chyldern and lefte her no mor' gode bu( her 
kyrtyll and her fmook and a none aftyr y^ Hurlyng the Byishop 
" Rofle apechyd me to the Quene and fo I was areftyd by the 
Quenes com^aundent in to the Marchalfy and y*^ was in rygt 
grete durafle and fer' of myn lyf and was thretenyd to have ben 
hongyd drawe and qu'rt^yd and fo wolde have made me to have 
pechyd my Maift* Faftolf of ^ Trefon and by caufe y^ I wolde 
not yey had me up to Weilm' and y^ wolde have feat me to 
the Gole houfe at Wyndfor' but my wy ves and j G)feyn of myn 
noune y* wer' yomen of y* Croune yey went to the Kyng and 
gote grafe and j Cbartyr of p'don« 

pet U b're, 

II i by i6 i. 

Paper Mark. 
YHS furrounded with a 
radiated Star of i6 Points* 
Pl. viii.Nm* 

• John Lowe, a learned Divine 

9 Why this attempt was made upon him to accufc his Mafier Sir John Failolf of Trea* 

• (on 
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carried about throughout Kent and Suflex^ and there they would 
have fmitten off my head ; and in Kent there as [wAere] my 
Wife dwelled, they took away all our Goods moveable that we 
had ; and there would have have hanged my Wife, and five of my 
Children, and left her no more goods but her Kirtle and her 
Smock; and anon after that Hurling [Commotion]^ the Bifiiop of 
^ Rochefler impeached me to the Queen, and fo I was arrett- 
ed by the Queen's commandment into the Marfhalfea, and 
there was in; right great durefs, and fear of mine life, and was 

* 

threatened tQ have been hanged, drawn, and quartered ; and fo 
i/iey) would have made me have impeached my Mailer Faftolf 
pf ^ Treafon, and becaufe that I would not, they had me up to 

Weftminller, and there would have fent me to the Gaol 

" , , ' - .... , 

Houfe at Wiadfor, but my Wife's, and one Coufm of mine 
own, tha^ were Yeomen of the Crown, they vfei^t to the King^ 
and got grace and one Charter of Pardon. 

Perl6votre, 


June iind Juljr * 
1450, 28 H. VL 
but written 
X465, 5 E. IV. * 


J.PAYN. 


ion I camio^ conceive, vnlefs^t ^as^ becauijp Sir Johp Ic^c hi& Houfe, ^c.in SeutbMrark,* 
and retired to t&e l*ower, infiead oiic&Htiiig and attacking the Rebels* 


. -I ^ . 
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Richard Duke of Tork bis Peticon to Kyng Henry for the 

punyjhement of Treytors^ &t. 

PLEASE it your hjghnes teadirly to eoofkler the grctc 
grutchytig and Romer that it tiniverfaly ift this your 
teame of y' Juftke is aoath dewly miniftrid to fuck as^ tref* 
pas and offende a yens your lawes and in fpeeial oJF them that 
hen endited of Trcfon and of heyng openly noyfed of the 

(ame wherfbre for gret tneonveniens y* haTe &Uen and grett is 

• • • 

lylce to fAlleil her after in ytDur feid Reaosie whidi god defende 
but if be your hyghneife p'vyfion covenable be mad for dew 
reformacon and punyihment in this behalf Wherfbre I your 
humble fuget and lyge man Richard Duke of York willyng as 
^ffedually as I kan and defiryng fuerte and pTp'ite of your 
mod roi^ll . pTon and welfare of this your noble reame councel 
and adv'tyfe your excellent for the ' ' copv/fac5n of dood 
tranquillite and pefable rewle among all trew fegetts for to 
ordeyn and p'vyde y^ dewe Juftice be had a yenft all fuch that 
ben fo endited ot openly fo noyfed Wber innc I 6flfi;e and 

wol 

•Thit doe« not appear to hare been the oxigaa\ Petitfoii» vhich wai deOTcred to the 
Kingi but a Copy of it then taken and fent to J. Pafton. 

The Duke of York, returning from hb Government of Ireland in 14.(11 found the 
Miniflers fufpicious of bim^ he therefore^ by the advice of hit Fiiendfy retired into 

Waki, 
% 


u 
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LETTER XIV. 

tUchard Duke <f York's Petition to King Hmry for the 

Punifhment of Traitortf &c. 

■ « • 

PLEASE it, your Highnefs, tenderly to confider the great 
grudging and Rumour that is univerfally in this your 
Realm, of that Ju(tice is not duly miniftered to fuch aa trefpafs, 
and offend againft your laws ; and in fpecial of them^ that 
(Aave) been endited of Treafon, and others, being openly 
noifed of the fame ; wherefore, for great inconvenience that 
have fallen, and great is like to fall hereafter* in your (aid 
Realm^ which God defend, un/e/s by your Highnefs, providon 
convenable be made for due reformatio^, and ptmilhment in 
this behalf J Wherefore I, your humble Subjeft, and Liege man, 
Richard Duke of York, willing as effeftually as I can, and 
defiring furety and profperity of your moft royal perfbn, and 
welfare of this your noble Realm, counfel and advertife your 
excellence, for the ' converfation of good tranquillity and- 
peaceable rule among all true fubjeds, for to ordain and pro- 
vide, that due Juftice be had againft all fuch that {havt) been 
fo endited, or openly fo noifed ; Wherein I offer, and will put 

Wales, and from thence fcnt this Petition to the King, which was chiefly aimed ar the 
Duke of Somcrfet. PI. i. N^ 4. 

A civil Anfwcr was returned, informing him that proper meafuret were to be taken^ 
and that he would be one of the Commiilioneri for pittting^. them into executioii. 

* ShouU not this word be eon/tt-^Mticn f 

Vol. I. K myfelf 
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wol put me in Devour for to execute your comaundements in 
thes p'mifes of fuch offeaders and redreiTe of the feid myfrew- 
lers to my myth and power And for the hafty execucon herof 
lyke it your hyghhea to driefle your lett^ea of prevy feale 
and writts to your, officers and miniftrea to lio take and arefte 
all foch pTons fo noyfed or endited of what aftatte degre or 
condtc5n fb ev' thei be and them to comytte to your * tour of 
London or to other your pTons ther to abyde with outen bayle 

or maynprice on to the tyme y' that thei be utt'Iy tryed and 
declared after the cours of your lawe. 

• * 

Paper Mark. 
N. B« The paper is cut lb 
that only part of the Mark 
remains ; it appears to be 
a PUlar. 

PU vni. N» 7, 

* This fheirs« that the Tower of London, was, in this age, a Prilbn aUotted for the 
Icteping of thofe, who were accufed of Czimes againit the State* 

This 
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mxfdjyxijytvovx \duty\ for to execute your commandments in thefe 
premifes, of fuch oflFenders and redrefa of the faid mifrulerst 
to my might and power. And for the hafty execution hereof^ 
like it your Highnefs to addrefs your Letters of Privy feal 
and Writs, to your of&cers and miniftersji to do (ake^ and 
arreft all fuch perfons fo noifed or end i ted ^ of what eftate, 
degree, or condition fo ever they be^ and them to commit to 
your * Tower of Loodooj or to other your Prifons, there to 
abide without bail or mainprize uato the time that they be 
utterly tryed, and declared after the courfe of your Law. 

. 1451,. 30 H. VI. 

• * 

This Letter (as well as fo^ne otIier$) is a curbus inffance of tbe motley form of our 
lAOguage, whbn the general ufe of it tros (till in its Infancy*— ii£'ar^#«f«i^/«r«ir0t 
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% e x. X. .e m %m^ 


I • « 


..T 


- To my right 'wurfbipfuH Mayftet yobn Pqfton be yis de^ * 
« ' fyvyd i haji. '; 

RIGHT wurfliipfuil Hofband I recom'and me to yow 
p'yig • yow to wete, '&c. (here follows Jbme account of 
money received^ &c.J . ; ' 

As for tydyngs y* Quene come in to )^ town on * Tewyfday 
laft paft aft' none and abode her' tyll itt was Thurfday iij aft* 
none and fhe fent aft', my Cos Elyfabeth ' Qer' by Sharya 
born to come to her and fhe durft not dyfabey her com'and-i 
ment and come to her and when fhe come in y* Quenys 
pTens y^ Quene made ryght meche of her and defyrid here 
to have an hoflbond y* which ye fhall know of her* aft% 
but as for that he is nev' nerrcr than he was befor. 

The Quene was right well pleafid w' her anfwer and reportyht 
of her in y* beft wyfe and feyth be here trowth fhe fey no 
Jantylwoman fyn fhe come into NorfFoik y* fhe lyk^ betr 
yan fhe doth her. 

Blake 

Margaret of Anjou, Queen cf Henry VI. alarmed at the report of the approach of 
Edward, Earl of March,. (Son to the Duke of York,) towards London with a gnat 
power, endeavoured to make what Fiends ft.c could ; and amongft other pi ces, on her 
journey for that purpofc, vifitcd Nonvich, Edmund de Hadiiam, and Jafpcr of Hatfield, 
ihc King's half Brothers attending her. 

Her 
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To my right worjhipful Majier^ John Pa/ion^ be this deli-* 

vered in bafie. 

RIGHT worftiipful Hafband, I recommend me to you, 
praying you to weet, &c. (here follows fome account of 
money received^ &c,J 

As for tidings, the Queen came into this town on ' Tuefday 
laft paft after noon, and abode here till it was ThUrfday three 
f o'clock J afternoon; and ihe fenc after my Coufin Elizabeth 
* Clere by Sharinbom to come to her ; and (he durfl: not difobey 
her commandment, and came to her ; and when {he came in the 
Queen's Prefencej the Queen made right much of her, and 
defired her to have an hufband, the which ye (hall knoW of 
hereafter; but as for that he is never nearer than he- was before ; 
the Queen was right well pleafed with her anfwer, and report- 
eth of her in the beft wife, and faith, by her truth, fhe faw no 
GentlevTomari fince fhe came into Norfolk, that (he liked bettei^ 
than (he doth her. 

■ 

» . 

Her familtarity* and obliging addfefs pleafed the Gentry, and fliows that flie underflood 
the art of conciliating the goodwill of thofe with whom flie converfcd* 

* Tuefi-ay ibth of April. Thurfday 20ih of April, 

* Daughter of Robert Clcrc, Efq. of Ormrlby, 

Blake, 
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Blake y* Bayle of SwafFh^cn was here w^ y* Kyngs ' broy^ 
and he come to me weny'g y* ye had be at horn and fcyd y* y* 
Kyngs broy^ defyrid hym y* he (huld p'y yow in his name 
to come to hym for he wold right fay n that ye had come to hym 
if ye had bea at hom', And he told me y' he weft wcle y* he 
fliuld fend for yow when he come to London, boy* for Coffey 
and other thyngs. 
..Ip'y yowy* ye woll do y' coft on me ayens Witfontyd y' I 
may have fomme thyng for my nel^ke, when y^ Queue was her' 
I borowd my Cof : Elyfab* Cleris * Devys for I durft not fwf 
ifaame go w^ my ^ beds among 6> many ^ frefch Jantylwomen 
as her' wci* at y* tym. 

The Uiffid Tnyte have yow in his kcpy'g. 

Wretyn at Norwych on y* fryday next befor Seynt George* 

Be yowrs, 
Sibysf. 

Paper Mark, 
a Flower. 
PL Till, N^ 8. 

I Either Edmund, afterwards Earl of Richmond, Father to Hekry VII. or Jafper, 
larl of Pembroke. 

^ A Device or Ornament for the neck. 

s Necklaces of Beadi, &c. appear to have been worn at this time, though ihe either 
dKd not think her's handfome, or fafliionable enough to be put on upon tbis occafion. 
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Blake, the Bailey of Swaffhatn, was here with the King's 
'Brother, aad he came to me, wening that ye had been at 
home; and faid, that the King*s brother deiired him that he 
fhould pray you in his name to come to him, for he would right 
fain that ye 'had come to him, if ye had been at home ; and 
he told me, that he wift well that he Ihould fend for you, whea 
he came to London, both for Cofley and other things. 

I pray you that ye will do your coft on me againft Whitfuntide, 
that I may have fomething for mj neck ; when the Queen vf^ 
here, I borrowed my Coufin Elizabeth Clere's ^Device, for I 
durft not for ihame go with my ^ Beads amongft (b many ^ freih 
Gentlewomen as here were at that time. 

The bleffed Trinity have you in his keeping. 

Written at Norwich on the Friday next before Saint George. 

By yours, 
7 MARGARET PASTON. 

Norwich, t 

Friday, sift ^ April, 
1452, joH. VI. 

* May HOC Ae word frefib mean French or foreign Geotlewomen, attendant on thp 
Qgeen ? though it moft probably meani, frelhy gay. or well-drefled or fafliionable Ladieii 
I Margaret, Wife of John FaHon, Efq. &c. PI. z i • N<> ao. 
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To bis wurchypfull Brodyr yo\n Pajion. 

m 

RYTH wurchypfull brod^ I recomande to yow and as for 
tedyng my Lord of ' Yorke hathe take my Lord of * Exfat*^ 
in to hys awarde The Duke of ' Som'fet is ftyll in p'fon in 

warfe cafe than he was. Syr Jon Faftolf recomande hym to 

» • 

yow, &c. he wyll ryde in to Norfolke ward as on Trufday and 
he wyll dwelle at Caft^ and Skrop wyth hym he faythe ye ar the 
hartyeft kynyfma and frynd y* he fcnowyts he wolde have 
yow at Mawdeby d welly ng, 

I had gret chcr of Byllyng be y* way and he told me in 
cownfayle wathe he fayd to Ledam. 

Ledam wulde a do hys wyfe to a mad a complent to Pryothe 
in y' fcherhowfe of yow, and Byllyng confallyd hym to leve 
and tolde Ledam ye and he wer no fclawys, and fayd to 
Ledam y - is the gyfe of yowr contre me to fpend alle the good 
they have on me and lew y Gownys and hors and harnes and 
fo beryt owth for j wylle and at the lafte they arn but beggars 

This Letter i8 given not only as containing foine ftate Anecdotes, but as exhibntng a 
Chara£)er of John Pafton, £fq. from Thomas Billing, who in 1^53 was created a Ser* 
jcant at Law, and tn 14^8 appointed King's Serjean*. 
. He became Chief JuiHce oi EngLnd, m Z472. 
» Ilkhard, Duke of York. 

and 


n •? 
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... L /E T t E R ' xyr. 

• ' f 

'•«. '.. -i'f if 

. To bit worjbi^ul,^ » Brother , ^^4^ pafion^ ^ 




RIGHT worfhipful Brother, I recommend {m^)'io jrouj 
indr-as 'iot t;idk^g8,' my Lonfl ofr ' York hatL takca.my 
Lord of * Exeter into Im.awird;; ithe D.uke t)f ' Somerfet U 
ftill in prifon, in worfe cafe than be was. 

Sir John Faftolf recommends^ bim ta yoi}, 6cc. he will ride 
into Norfolk ward as on Thurfday, and he will dwell at Caifler,. 
and Scroop with^ him ; he faith ye are the heartieft Kinfman 
and Friends that be kn^weth^ he would have you at Mawlteby 
dwelling. 

. I had great cheer of 'Biltifig by^tbft way, Irnd he told me^ in 
cooftfel) what lie ikiditoLadahi.. -^ i^^ '^ ^ -- i 

Ledam would have done his wife [endeavour] to have made 
a complaint to Pryothe in the Shire bonfe of you, and Billing 
counfelled' him to leave, and told Ledam» ye and he were no 
Fellows, and faid to Ledam ^^ it is the guife of your Country 
*• men to fpend all the Goods they have on men and livery Gowi^^ 
^^ and Horfe and Ebirnefs, and fo bear it out for a while, and at 
** the laft they are but Beggars j. and £b will ye do,, I would ye* 

^ H«nr^ Holland, Dukc of Exeter.. 

5 Edmund Beaufort^ Duke of Somerfet, w'ai imprifoncd by the Dukc of York's Party^ 
in 14529 and again for a cou£d«rable time m 14.53. He wa« killed arthc'battle of St. 
Albans, io 145^.. 

Vol. 1. L ** ihould 
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and fo wyli ye do I wylde ye fchull do wyll be ecufe ye ar k 
felaw in Grays Ifx wer I was a felaw. . . 

As for Pafton he'ys a Swyrbf Wurchyp and of gret lyvelode 
and I wothe he wyll not fpend alle hys Good as onys but 
lie fparyt yerly C nack or jG IL he may do his^Ennemy a 
icherewd turne and nev' far the warfe in hys'howfholde ner 
fbe lefie ipA, abomhe faym ye may. not ^ £» but if yt be fcr 
j fefim I codfayll yow not to 4otltfin^ lod^ as lye do I wuUb 
4K>Qiklk yow to iskt refte wyth Paftoo. 

And I thankkyd Byllyng on yowr behalle. 
' God havb yoW'ib bya kepyng. 


«iiby€{. 


Bfl fowf :por brody^r. 


Mecfa^ «dyr dfyug I /cM telle jAd I had Jtfur, ivcoaaande 
e to my full' Margetb m'7. Ckifyo £Iixlibct . fQly 1 pnv 


ydWi 


^ A yoHDger Soo '«f Sir Gillian faKoB. PI. it. M* u. PI. nv. Mt'> 4, 


H^^ 
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^ {hould do well, becaufe ye are a FeUow of Gray's Ian, where I 
« was a FeDow/' 

^^ As for Pafton, he is an Efquire of Worfhip, and of great 
** Livelyhood, and I wot he win not fpend all his Goods at once, 
i! but he i^eth yearly an lujindred marks \66/. i^s. 4^.) or mt 
^ Imndrcd poinds i be flsay 4a hia Enemy a ihrewd turii and 
** oerer; hxc the wocfe ift his hov^kiuAd, opr J^^ave), the Idk mea 
**^ about him." 

f 

» 

Te aiay not do fo, but if it be for one Heaibxif I counfel yon* 
** not to oontinue long a» ye do, I would couniel you to fecjl: 
.♦? ifft with Bailon*'* , 

. -And I. thanked Billing on your hdtalSl God have you ii|;i- 
Wkeeping* 

By your pew Bfother* 

3ior^sR.VL 

Ifneh (Kher tUag J ctit (dl yo% aad I had leifurej recom- 
mmd mo f» tl^ SiAer UugK$t, mi my Coufia £li:;abetli 
dere,. | jpray you» 


1 • 
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] To mji Maimer Bafion.- . . ; .. 

WORSHYPFULL S' ' arid • • tny " gcxle Maifter after ' dtlwc 
recoincndicSn Wyth allc? my 'trcvre Tvycc p'cedynglyKc 
you wete thk as to ndtivcltew, &c. the'* 'Prince fhali be create 
at Wyndefour uppon Pentecoft Sonday. the * Ch'auh'cellr the 

I>uc of 3 Bokyngh'm and manye othyre Lordys offliaftate p feat 
^yihthfeQilcnc/ ^ '^' '^ ••' -» '^ — ^ ^^ ** 

As to my Lord ♦ Yorke he abydyth aboutc Yrtrf^e 'tille *Oor- 
p\is CrMl ' ffefte be paflyd and wyth grete worflhip -ys' there 
reffeyved. And certeyn Juftices ^ Pryfot, Byngh'm, ' Portyng*- 
ton and 'Si6. ht thedre foir fexecucon of Jultice uppon fuch as 
bafe bffendehdid yti^ ovw' creminall. 

It ys feyd the Due of 7 Excet' ys here cov'tftiye God fendc 
hym gode councell hereaft\ 

* '- And the Pry v«e fele* yS' eXMt^ynfd how and y tf wha^ -fAlner 
and be whate Autorite pVye felyi'were paflWf6rthc lii'fHft 


■ The Crcaiion of Edward, Son of Henry VI. to the Piincipality of 1\Tal<?s, w ftrcd 
hy fome'of our HiftorLins to the year 1454, and by others to that of 14; 7. This Letter 
confirms it to have been in the farmer ycur, for in that year Pentecoft or Whitfunday, 
fell on the 9th of June, and we are here told that that Ceremony ihall take place on 
Pcntecoil Sunday, that is the next day. 

Prince Edwarii was bom in OtSkober 14539 and murdered after the battle of Tewkef- 
bury^ in 147 1> 

N. B. In i4$7> Whitfunday fell on the 5th of June. 

* Richatd Neville, £arl of Salifbury, bad the Great Seal detirered to him on the 
fefond of April this year, he was beheiM^d M Pontcfra^l, in 1460, fuon after the battle 
Df Wakefield. 

behalf 
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To f^ Mqfter Tafion. ' ' 

ORSHIPFUL^fiir, add my . gobd .Maasr, after ihii 
'/^.▼■' rcDotaatneodation with all my true kiyiix precedi^ng, 
iifaeyou'vbset/that as to bovehlMy JScc the 'Prkicfc ihall be 
westal at^iWindfor upbd PimecoffKSuiteiay/ tKe .ilCiMtocelloi^ 
tds^ Dukoiof 9 Bdckirigham,': and < maay*. 6tlier - Lordsi lo^^ eftate^ 
{ire&nt.i/sQtbtfo.Quwnel .- .. i 

As to my Lord {'of J ♦York he abideth about York till 
5 Corpus ChriAi Fsaft be paifed/ and. wkb' gireat^wbfftu|rii6^.t1fere 
fceoelvoi'.. J. I vS -i \ .-. I : : ' , i •. : ji. .: an i. .• V 

And certain Juftices ^ Pryfot^ Bingham, Portington,( imdi&d. 
be thither for execution of Juilice nflph facb as ha^ei joffeoded in 
cdofeslcriminaL ! i* i. . i.*.; 

It is faid, the Duke of 7 Exeter is here coircitiy^ QrQii\{tB^ 
him*gDO^ GXlunfel hereafter. 

And the Privy Seal is examined how, and in what mahner, 
and by what Authority^ privy Seals were paiTed forth in that 

*' '1 Humpl^ry Staflbrd/ Dute^df BbcUnghanii was*fl«!^ ift^ thcf b^t«^'>^itAMi^|flM4 
in July 1460* 

* Richard, Duke of York, had been lately appointed Protcdtor of the Realm, and was 
now in Yorkfhire, making himfelf popular^ by attending to thofe folemnitiea which 
pkafed the generality of the people^ &c. ^ 

5 The Feflival of the Bleifed Sacrament, or Corpus Chriili, is always on the Thurfday 
after the O^ve of Whitfunday, and in this year happened on the zoth of June. 

^ John Prifot was Chief JulUce of the Common Pleas. 

Richard Bingham, a Juftice of the King's Bench^ and John Porlington, of the Com- 
mon Pleas. 

7 Henry Holland, Duke of Exeter. 
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t«balf whych yt full inqocent and ryght dere ya that outer, 
as it yt wefle knowen. 

The FrenOimen hafe be afore the Ifles of Gerfey and 
Cnefley and a grete navey of hem and y^ be taken and fla3m of 
iusKk by nifn of die ftjd ttew Hies, 5tc» 

9. £dinon)d Mkilfo )» tmn firorii the Dui of f Bm^gT' and lie 
iey th fay fays f Vunts nqfjport <hat he vfoLle not id ifehai ge tUt 
Codes of' the Mrchnhts of tbyt land 'but fe.Se Aat Juflktbe 
don nppon the Ltnd « Booevyle or e^ that' fab bd ientim hjrift 
to do juftice fay felf as he hath dePved, or iUisAccSii be maif 
to the value* 

fof matbr ia en&led as of the tHyng ye ttote o£ 

J can no more for hafte and lak of leyfer but oAr . Lofd 
Jbepeytm, 
. Wry t faaftly vHj day bf June- ' , . 

I fende a LVe to Maiflf Berney to lete y^o ibe for the 
^oiw^Sce yn YoAfliyr. 

, . » 

• Fhlip tke Good, Ihrite of Bttfguiia^, lie UtiH ytfiff. 

9 WillSa» 1mA Boavile wm beheaded, bjr oider of Queen Margaret, after the feooad 
tf St. AIInmS iik P«kraaqr >4<«- 1» tkewdi HcAry YI. hid giaated lun 1m Gfe. 


V'C^ 


..«.R *?^^ #,.Y- ^fao Jf- 

befaalff which is full innocent and right dear in th^t matf er» a* 
it 13 well known. 

The Frenchmen h$,vt been ^ore the Iflet of Jerfey and 
Guernfey and a great Navy of them, and 500 be taken and flatii 

of thedft bf mm 9f ^9 ^ P^^ ^^9^ ^^*: 

Sir Edmund Mulfo is come from the Duke of ^ Burgundy ; 

and he iaith by Ifis Servants* report^ ^hat he will opt diicharg^ 

the Goods of the Merchants, of thi^ land, but fo he [un/efi] 

fjt^t Juftifl9 be di^nq^i^pon tbeJUor^ ^ BoOiVilley or ^Ue. that b^ be 

ient to him to dp juAac^ hifnfelf, as he. hath defervod, or iatis-^ 

itbdUonb^ madi;. to the value. 

Your matter is enfealed as of the thing ye wot of, 
r I'^^^^o-mon for iiafte ^ lack of leifure, bu( our Lord 
<l?flPRjrw»-I .W«i«c5^lMaiHy the 8(th ib^. 9f juni?, '. 
; I •feii4:« L^«f .tP:M4%f;,Pe^7 V>M 7W fee for the Covcra. 


ance in Yorkflure. 


* t ' r • • 


' V 


' . . . "BoteHR.ner. * 

Satmitif, Sthof tuite, . ' .1 

. - . . I 

'^ WUluiin Botener, otherwile WofceQer, wag M4|MefkUnft, Icp. palSh JjOha. hftolf | 
«^ Snt a fiudifir account of hinif fee l^er. xp* Ilfo^ '• 

He hert figns his nauM in M very particular manner, taferdng H R« beo^eeA B^i-aitM 
A^gi-iPeilitpt it it naanl to Hmm 1m loyalty^ King Hcary. Pl. 1 1 . )^<» ^j. 
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iL-ex:%'e » fw^sij. 


t » ' 


*ro_nywelbeloyed Cofy'n John Ta/iok WiMi del^let:-- i i* 

RIGHT welbeloved Cdfyn I' recomadnd 'me to yoa hit^^ 
VQU wite fuch tidings as we have. • » • j: i 

Blefled be God the' Kyng id wel amended and -hath h^ fH. 
Criftemefiday/ and on Seint' Jones day comaiinded his A>;ftheher 
to ride to Caunt'bury w' his offryng;' and coniiiunded the Secret 
jarie. to ofFre at Seint Edwards* 

And on the Moneday^ter noon the Qdeen^ came' tb hi and 
brought my Lord *»'Pr}tlc^V her,- and'ttU-Kiafltid Whift'the 
Princes naine M^as,^ tod t!h& <2^eien told^hi Edward, ' knU Ma 
he hild up his hands and thankid God y'^of . 

And he feid he ntv' knew til that tyme^ nor wift not what 

• ■ ■ ^ 

was feid to hi, nor wift not where he had ht w;hiU: he hath 
be feke til now, and he afkid, who was Oodfaders* :aiid the 
Quetn told hi, an4 he mfts^welapaidi . : - 

Aod Ihe, told hi y^ the * Cardinal was^ dede, and he feid he 
knew neV yof til y^ tym^* aad he feid .ooA.'Of Xbfk vvi|ifl, JU«:d» 
in this land was dede« 

And 

Thii (horr, though curiout Letter, conveys lio us a very particular account of the 
King*9 l^forder from himfelf ; he mentions his total lofs of memory, which, from the 
circumiUnces here related, appears to have commenced about O^obcr^ '4 S3* ^^'^ ^^ 
have continued till Chrillmati 14^. 

I From 
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LETTER XVIII. 

• 4 

I 

^4 fi^ igeU Motid Coitfitt yalm P^s/lon, 6e tits Jeiiv&ed, 

RIGHT well beloved CoUlin, I recommend me to you^ 
letting yoii weet fuch tidings as we have. 

Blefled be (jod ! the King is well amended, and hath been 
(ince Chriftmas-day; a&d bo Saint John^s day» commanded his 
Almoner to ride to Canterbury with his offering, ai^d commanded 
the Secretary to offer at Saint Edward's. 

And on the Monday afternoon, the Queen came to him and 
brought my Lor^l ' Prince with her, and then he afked what the 
Prince's name was, and the Queen told hinji Edward % iilAl then 
he held up his hands, and thanked God thereof. 

And he fatd, he never knew him till that time; nor wift not 
what was faid to him, nor wift not where he had been, wbilft 
he hath bten fide tilt now; and he aiked who were Grodfathefs, 
and the Qgeen told him^ and he was well sipaid [content.] 

And flie told him that the * Cardinal was dead ; and he faid, 
he knew never thereof till that time ; and he faid, one of the 
wifeft Lords in this land was dead. 

From this Letter, likewife, we may form a true judgement of this King's Charader 
and Difpofition* as to Charity, Devotion, and Meeknefs. 

' Prince Edward was born at Wcftmhifter, in 0<flobcr, i ij.^, 32 H. VI. 

' John Kemp, Archbllhop of CaDterbur>'> Cardinal, &c. died on the 2 2d of March, 

«4S3- 
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And my Lord or ^ Wyncheftr, and my Lord of ^ Seint Jonet 
were w^ hi on ye morow after Twelftheday, and he ipeke to he 
as well as ev^ he did, and when thei come out thei' wept for 
joye. 

And he feith he is in charitee w* all ye "vvorld^, and fo he 
wold al y* Lords were. 

And now he feith matyns of Our Lady and evefong and 
herith his Maffe devoutly. 

And Ric"* fhall tell yow more tidings by mouth. 

I pray you recomaund me to my Lady Morley and to Maiit 
Prior and to my Lady Felbrigge and to my Lady Hcvenyngh'm 

aod to my Cofyn yo^ mod', and to my Cofyn yo'. wife. 

I ' - • 

Wrctpn at ^ Crenewich on Thurfday after Twelftheday. 

, • • 

By ybiir Cofyn/ . ' '* 
({E^munb €Utt. , 

J "Wiiiiam dc Wainflec% Lord Bifliop of Winchcftcr. 
^ Robeit Bodily Lord Prior of Saint John's, of Jeniiaknit in Middlefex. 
^ Greenwich was at this time the reHdence of the Court« in which £dniund Cferfj 
Che Writer of this Letter, had an appointment. He was « younger Son 6f John Ckre^ 

by 
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# 


And my Lord of ' Winchefler^ and my Lord of ^ Saint JoKn'sa 
"Wrere with him on the morrow after Twelfthday^ and he fpake 
to them as well as ever he did ; and when they came out, they" 
wept for joy. 

And he faith he is in Charity with all the world, and fo he 
would all the Lords were. 

i And now he iaith Matins of Our Lady, and Evenfong^ and 
faeareth his Mafe devoutly. 
' And Richard (hall tell you more tidings hy mouth* 

I pray you recommend me to my Lady Morley and to Mafter 
Priori and to my Lady Felbtigg, and to my Lady Hevening- 
ham, and to my Gdufin your Mother, and to my Coufin you|r 

Wife. 
Wtitten at s Greenwich, on Thurfday after Twelfthday. 

4 

By your Coufin, 

EDMUND CLERE. 

Greenwich, 

Thurfdaj, lotb of 
January, I4$4t 
33 H. YL 

by Elizabeth, Daughter of Sir Philip Branch, Knight, and, by the Gift of hU Mother, 
poflefled Manor! and Eftates in Norfolk and Suffolk. PI. in. N' 3 1. 
' Thi$ ancient Family was featcd at Ormfby,. in Norfolk. 

The Spelling, &c. in thia- Letter, diffcrt Tcry little from that of modem times. 

The Letter hai the Imprcffion of a Rofc on the SeaL PI. xiv. N^ 5. 
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RY6HT trufty ^nd welbelovyd ffrend we gr*ta you iteU 
hertcly defyry ng to her' of yo' Vittlhx^ which wc p'y God 
p'f've to yo' faert$ defyr^ aod yf yt pleaie yo^.tohir' l>f owr 
welfar^ ^e w«r ia gojid fa^l^, atte y? makyog of y^. lqtCi:e, 
p'ying yo* lerteljr y* ye wyU cofide' om meflag* whick.omt 
Chapleyn Mayft' Robert Hoppton fliall eoforme 70" joi, . 

For as God knowy th we have g'rt befynefle dayly, and ha^ 
had her^ by for y^ tymef ^herfor we pV yo" tft. oofyde' y^ 
p'chas y' we have made wyth on' John Swyffhcotte fqer of 

« 

'Lyncolnihyr of * Ixxx and ▼!!] li. by yer, wher'uppon we muft 

pay 

Thk Letter appears to hare leen written by the £arl> Sccreiarj, tad finned in the 
fame hand, <* Ric Erie Warwyke/* it has no date» but was mpit probably written before 
the Civil %Tars openly broke out, between the Houics of York and Lancifler. It is in 
the Plund Style, as We and Our, &c. 

Hie Cfanradtrat the beginning of the Letter, fcems to be intended for Jefu-Maria^ 
PI. I. N"" 9* Pl.ti. N"* t$» See. before the names. 

> Sir Thomas Tudenham, bora in 1 39^ was ^h^ fecoad Son of Sir Robert Tudeoham^ 
but by tbt deaih'of hia elder brother, became his Hdr» aii4 refided at Ozbur^b, in 
Norfolk. Whilft uqder agt^ in 1417, he married Agnes, Daughter of John Wodehoufe^ 
£fq. and in 143S, after a full hearing of the Caufe at Lyttn, before the Chancellor 
of Norwich, the P^ior of Lynn, &c« he was divorced iraoi her, on proof, and on her 
own cQofeffion, of Adukery ; and had power to marry again. 

She had before this left him, and was at the time of her coo virion a Nun proftfled, at 
Crabhoufe, in Wtggenhall, in Norfolk. 

The Clofc of his Life was IKll more unfortunate, for in February 1461,. x E. IV. 
John, Earl of Oxford. Aubrey, his Son and heir, this Sir Thomas Tudienham, John 

Clopton^ 
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LETTER XIX, 


r 

Tif cur ri^bt trufiy and well betoved Friend, Sir Thomas ^Todenbam. 


RIGHT tmfty, and w^lt beloved Friend, we gr^ec you- 
Weill heartily defiring ta hear of your welfare, which we 
pray God preferve to your heart's de/ire; and if it pieafe you 
to hear of our welfare, we were iu good health at the making 
of tills Letter, praying you heartily that ye .will confider our 
sneflage, which our Chaplain Mafl^r Robert Helton fhall inform 
you of; for, as God knoweth> we have great bufineft daily^^ 
and have had here before this time, wherefore we pray you to 
coi^der &e Purchafe that we have made with one John Swyffh- 
cote [Soutbcote] an Eiquire of Lincolnfliire of * 88A by the 
JWU whereupon we muft pay the laA payment- the Monday 

Clofton, John Montgomexy* and* Wtlliam Tyrrell* Efqrs. were arreJllcd-by John> Earl 
ftf Worcefter, Conftable of £ngland| on fufpicion of having reotiFcd Lctttn from 
Margaret, Queen of Henry Vlth ; and being convi^^ed in court, before the fald Earl of 
Worccftcfr were all t^ebeaded (except Clopton) on Tower Hill^ on the aad of February, 

He dying without iffue, his Sider Margaret became his heir. She married Sir Ed- 
mund Bedingfeld, Kr. whofe Grandfon^ Sir Edmund, built the fine old Houfe at Ozburgh, 
of brick, with Towers, Battlements, &c. by Licenfe, from Edward IV. dated jd of 

July, 1483. • .... 

It is Qow a curious and Tenerable Manfion; pofTefled and inhabited by ^ir Richard 

Bedingiield, Bart, who lately pulled down the fine old Gothic Halh 
* It is to be wiflied that this Letter had mentioned ihe Sum already paudi arw« could 
then have exaAly determined the Parcbafe money for an Eftate of 88A a yearin thofe 
Aiys. I 

next 
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7* laft payment y* moneday nexte aftyr Seynt Martyn* day* 
9vhich fum ys cccc and lyiij li. wherfor we p'y yo'' wyth all 
owr hcrtc y* ye wyll lend us x li. or twenty or whet y« feyd 
Maift^ Robert wants of hys payment as we may do for yo"* in 
tym for to com, and we (hall fend yt you agcyn afpr Newyers 
day wy th y" g*ce of God as we ar trew ^ knyght, ffor y' is 
nonne in yo^ Cui^tre y* we mygh^ wryght to for truft, fo well 
as un to yo" ffor as we be enformyd ye be owr well wyller and 
So we p*y yo*" of goud cotynuaunce, 

Wherfor* we p'y yo"* y* ye cofyde*^ our entent of this mony 
as ye wyll y^ we do for yo^ in tym to comi as God knowytt, 
who' have you In hys kepyng. 

Wreten atte London on All Salwyn day wyth inne owr 

» "■ • • . " ' 

ioggyng in y* * G y Freys wyth inne Newgate. 

Hit. ^irle tBatrnTsiu. 

U I by 81. 


• . ' 


' Hw promife for the repayment of the inor.cy it the time fixed, is iyh's Kn'ghihoi 
a facred promife in that age of Chivalry. Sir Thomas was a man of largt propcny, and 
rich in money likewifc. 

^ 1 he ]EaTl of Warwick, lodged at hia houfe m^the Grby'Frj'erffi when he cfame t6 

Londeni 
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next after St Martin's day (wtb of November)^ which Aim i$ 
45 8A wherefore we pray you with all our heart, that ye will 
lend us ten or twenty pounds, or what the faid Mafter Robert 
wants of his payment, as we may do for you in time for to 
come, and we Ihall fend it you again afore New Year's day with 
the grace of God» as we are a true ^ Knight* 

For there is none in your Country, that we might write to for 
truft, fo well as unto you, for, as we be informed, ye be our 
^ell wilier, and fo we pray you be of good continuance. 

Wherefore we pray you, that ye confider our intent of this 
money, as ye will that we do for you in time to come, as God 
knoweth, who have you in his keeping. 

Written at London, on AH Soul's day, within our Lodgio^ 
m the ♦ Grey Friars^ within Newgate. 

RICHARD Earl of WARWICK^ 

Loodon, 
ad of NovemBeri be&re 

Lendoo, by tke King's defirr, iff Febnniy 145^9 to meet the Lords of the oppofite 
Farty os amicable Terms. PL i. N' 7. 

The Seal of this Letter is of red wax, on which is the Fear and Ragged Stafi^ the 
Badge of thia Noblemant wkli hisiMatto, the whole veiy fair andcurious,- aod around 
k is a braid of twine. PLxiv.N''^r 
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j^o the ivarjhipfull and my right trufty Frende John 

PaJlDn Squyer. 

4 J 

« 

WORSHIPFULL and my right trufty and welbdoved 
frende I grete you Well and for almudi as I have 
purchafed of the worfliipfuU and my welbeloved frcujde ' Priow 
Qf Walfyngham ij maners in lityl Snoryng w^ thap'pteaaats 
in the Counte of NorflF' which maners be dep^d JBowl^s and 
Walcotes I defir and hertily praye yow that ye woll fliewe 
to me and my Feoffea in my" name your good will and favour 
fo that I may by your frendfliip the more peafably rejoj my 
forfaid purchafe. 
And more ou' I praye you to' yeve credens in this* mater t(^ 
my welbeloved Chapellayn S\ John Suthwell- bercr of thes my 
Lett'y and in the fame mater to be my ^BiithfiaU frende as my 
gret truft is in you wherin ye (hall do to me a lingular pleafir 
and caufe me to bee to yow right good Lord which fumtyme 
£hall be to you available by the grace of God who p*ferve you 
and fende you wdfare* 

Yoven 

1 his Letter is writtcA by the Secretary, and figned by the Earl hiinfelf ; it bos no 

date of the yeart but was certainly written before 146a, for in that year the JEarl pre* 

fented 
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LETTER XX. 

4 

. Td the worjhipful^ and my ' right trujiy Friend^ . jfohn 

Fajion^ Efquire. , 


I . 


WORSHIPFUL, and my right trufty and well beloved 
Friend, I greet you well, and forafmuch as I have 
purdiafisdf of the worihipful and my wcU beloved friead» 
'Prior of Waifingham» two Maoors in Liulef Snoijiqg witjpi: 
tli« A{^rtcaaaceiB in the County of Norfolk^ which ]\lanors be* 
deped [called^ Bowie's and Walcote's. • . « . 

I defife aad heartily pray you^ that ye will ihew tp me^ ixA] 
my Feoffees in my name, your g6od witl and fa^0<9iir i Ibthilt I 
may by yoilr Friendih^ the niMr ptaceaUy «ijay mfyiiofctiid 
purchafe. 

And moreover I pray you to give credence in this matter to 
my well beloved Cha[dain Sir John Southwell, bearer of this my 
Letter. 

And in the iame matter to be my faithful Friend, as my great 
truft is in you ; wherein ye fhall do to me a fingular pleafure, 
and caufe tac to be to you right good Lord, which fome time (halt 
be to you available by the grace of God, who prefervc you and 
lend you w^fare. 

Rented Richard Cheyiie, to tb€ Re£^ory of Little Saonn;« which was an appurtenant to* 
the Manoi», and which, when this Letter was written, had been lately purchaied. 
; Thomas Hunt, was Btior^f Walfin^haqi, from 1437 to X474. 
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Yovea under mj fignet at * Mtdilh'm the xxiij day of 
Auguft. 


RncHARD Erl of7 ^ j^j^jjetopft. 


Paper Mark. 
Croft Keyfl« 
PI. Till. N° 9. 


stocc- 


* The Lordlbip of Middlehaxn, in Yorkfhtrey came to the family of Nevite, by the 
m$nhtgt ^f Aobert de Nevile, with Minry, the Daughter and Co-heir of Ralph Fil«« 
Ba<ilnlrhi 

Tlw Seal of the Letter is of red wax, and hat the Bear, and Motto of the EarK PI. XKV. N^'d* 
Thif aii4 the pcececfing Letter,- tboa^rhey contain nothing curious in themfelves^yet 
defcrve a place in this colle^Hon, u bpng perhaps the only private Letters extant of 
this Noibleman, who, from his great 'PoWer«and Authority, was called, the King Af aker ; 
and fresn his laigr PofleSons and q^agni^cent Style of Liyinj^, the great Earl of War- 
wick* ' ..... 

He was the $on apd' Heir\of RichaM Nerile; Earl of Saliibury, and married Anne^ 
Daughter of Richard de Beauchamp» Earl of Warwick, who on the death of Anne, 

* Countcia 
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Giyen tinder my Signet at *Middleham, the 23d day of 
Auguft. 


Richard Earl of j j^ WARWICK. 


Warwick, 


Middlehaniy 
. 23d of AugnSy 
Before 1460, 38 H. VL 


t i 


Countefs of Warwick, (the only Child of her Brother Henry, Duke of Warwick) in 
her infancy, became Heir to the Honours dnd Inheritance of her Family. 

Richard, in right of bis Lady, aifumed the Title of Earl of Warwick, and in 144J) 
obtained a Confirmation of it from Henry VI. PI. z. N^ 7. 
. In 1460, he.fucceeded his Father as Earl of Salifbury. .' ' 

Tfus.Taliant and ambitious Nobleman was killed in the battle of Bamet, on EtfAtMijr'- 
1471, moft fttrioufly fighting againft King Edward TV. whofb advancement^ to the thr6ile 
he had fo vigoroufly and w;uinly fupportedi and in whofe caufe be had formerly- fo offen 
fought. 
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iTo our right trufiy and welbeloved jQbm Pq/lM E^ire^ 

« 

I'ki Due ^ Y^km 

RIGHT inifty: »d wt lbc|oif«d We gretc yow tcrtUx wd 
and of your benivoteoce aide and tendre lore by yow at 
tbinfbuice and at y* reverence of Us to our Right trufly and: 
welbetoTcd in God The Prio' and Convent of the hows of 
Our Lady of Walfingham of our Patronage in fuche mares as 
they had adoo for obtain lyvelood by tham claymed to belonge 
unto ye feid hows favorably and tendrely ihewed as bertily as 
we can we thank yow, and deCre and pray yow of your good 
continuance. 

And as fer as right lawe and good confcience wol to have in 
favorable recom'endacton fuche pTonnes as been or flial bee co* 
mitted to take pofleflion and faifon in y^ name, and to ye ufe of 
our ful worlhipful Nepueu Thcrl of Warrewic in and of y* 

Manoirs 

This Letter 6f the Duke of York^ written by his Secretary, with his title at the top 
and in the regal Style, was mofi probably fent when he was Protestor of the Kingdom in 
14S4, bri455. 

It is fealed on red wax, with his own figner, having the Arras of France and England 
quarterly, and a label of three points argent, charged with nine toneau^xes. PI. xi v. N« lo. 

The 
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LETTER XXr. 


V 


f» cur t^i th/Jfy and #d? kkved Join F^^ B^i^i, 

\ 

m 

The Duke of Tork. 

RIGHT trufty and well beloved,. We greet you heartily welL 
Afid of your benevolence, aid^ and tender love by yo«, 
at the inftancc and' at the rcvtr^inc^ of Uff, te our right truit;f 

i 

and well beloved in God» The Prior and" CooYWK 6f the- Houfe 
of Our Lady of Walfingham,, of our Patronage, m fiich- 
matters a& they had ado [bujinefs'] for certain Livelyhood^. 
by them claimed to belong unta the faid Houfe> favourably and 
tenderly fhewed, as heartily as We ca<i» We thank youv And 
defire and pray you of your good condnuanos. 

And as far as right, law, and good confirience wil^, to have ia< 
favourable recommendation fuch Perfons as f have J been, or 
fiiall be, committed to take pofleflion and feifin^ in the name,, 
and to the ufe of our full worlbipful Nephew, The Earl o^ 
Warwick, in and of the Manors and Lordfhips^ of Bowle'a 

and 

The purport of the firil part of if, ia to thank J. Pailoot for £>me fcrvices done by him^ 
in regard to fome difputes, wluch the Prior and Convent of Waliingham had had,, 
relative to fome Eftates* 

The Orthography of this and of the Earl of Warwick's Letter, diSert rery little from' 

the mddem mode of Spelling. 

a Richaid. 


94 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

Manoirs and Lorde(hip8 of Boules and Walcots w^ yappertenaun- 
tes in iitel Snoring in ye Countee of Norff \a8 our grete truft 
is unto yow. 

And God have yow in (lis keping. 

Yeven undre pur Signet at our Caftel of Sandhall yt ^^ day cF 
Auguft. 

m. ^orii. 

J2 by 4, 

lUchard Plantagtaet, Duke of Yoik» Bee. Fattier of Edward IV. ProreAor of tht 

Kingdom, under Henry VI. wa« flaio, when very near the fummit of his wiflies, the 

Throne, in the battle of Wakefield, in December 1460, having been imprudently 

tempted out of his Caftle of Saadal| by the Menaces and Defiances of Queen Mar* 

gaiet. 

He 


I 
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and Walcote*s vvith the Appurtenances in Little Snoring* in 
the County of Norfolk, as our great truft is unto you. And 
God have jon in his keeping. 

Given under our Signet, at our Caflle of Sandal, the 19th 
day of Auguft. 

SaodaiCaaie, 
tgth. of Augu(^, 
14J4, or i45$f 
32 or 33 H. VI. 

« 
« 

He married- Cecityy Daughter of Ralph Nevile, Earl of Weihnoreland, and Sifter tp 
Rkhird Nevile, £arl of Saliflmiyt Father of the £ar1 of Warwick. 

The Signature is copied from one fubfcribed to an lodentnre between him aiid Sir 
John Fafiolf, on dcpofiting feme Jewek with Sir John for a Loan of Mone/i dated :>t 
Fodiiogey, iSth of December,. 1451, 31 H» VI. Fl* i. N^ 4* 


» I 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


To oure right trufii and -weibehvid John Paflon efquien 

The Duchejfe of Norff', • . 

RIGHT trufti and wclbdovid we gretc you hertUi wccl 
and for as muche as it is thought right qecefiarie for divers 
caufes y' my Lord have at this tyme in the plement fuche 
p'fooes as longe unto him and be of his menyall 8 Vaunts 
wherin we conceyve yo^ good will and diligence flial be right 
expedient. We hertili defire and pray you that at the contemii^ 
placion of thife oure L'res as our fpecial truil is in you ye 
wil geve and applie yo"^ voice unto our right welbelovid G>(jn 
and SVaunts John Howard and Syr Roger Chambirlayn to be 
Knyghts of the Shire exorting all fuche othir as be your wifdom 
ihal now.be behovefull to the good exployte and conclufion of 
the fame. 

Aiad in yo^ faithful attenda^'nce and trewe devoyre in this 

. partie ye (hal do unto my Lord and us a (ingler' pleafir and 

caufe us herafter to thank you therfore as ye /hal holde you 

right weel content and agreld with the Grace of God who 

have you eve' in his keping. 

Wreten in Framlyngham Cailel the viij day of Jun\ 


n \ by ^< 


1L(C^- 


I liarc placed this and th< following Letrer together, at they both contain inffaruAions 
£roRi the Nobility, for retui-iuqg Perfons of their Nomination as Knights of the Shire. 

Wc have here a tiliepiAure of the dependency of the Houfe of Commons on that of 
^ihe Lords* Neither 
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LETTER XXII. 

Ta our right trujly and wethehved JoBn ^ajion^ Efquire. 

. ^rbt Dticbefs of Norfolk. 

RIGHT trufty and well belovcdt we. greet you heartily 
well I and fot as mi^h as it is thought right neceflarj for 
diyerfe caufcSi that my Lord have at this time ia the parliament 
iuch perfoos as belong unto him, . and be of his menial Servants ; 
wherein we conceive your good will and diligence (hall be 
right expedient; we heartily defire and pray youy that at ^he 
caot^mplation of thefe Our Letters, as Qur fpecial trufl: is in 
.ypiij ye will give and apply your voice, unto our right wel- 
beloved Coufin, apd Servants, John Howard, and Sir Roger 
Chamberlayn, to be knights of the Shine ; exhorting ^11 Aich 
Others as by your wifdom ihall now be behoveful, to the good 
exploit and conclufion of the fame. 

And in I your, faithful attendiancey and true devoir in this 

part, ye IKall do unto my Lord^ and tJs- a Angular pleafure, 

and caufe us hereafter to thank you therefore, as yt ihatf hold 

you right well content and agreed, with, .the grace of. iGod, 

.who have you cyer in his keeping. * 

Written at Framlingham Caftlc, the 8th day of June. 


Frimliftgham Caftle; 
8tb of June. 


% 


.% 


Neither of the Letters hare any Date of the Year. ' * 

* Autograph 6i Ellttidr. Diichcfs of Norfolk, Qu^fy, Pl, ii/N" i6. ' 
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It e % % e iSi m33% 

To Owr Welbelaved J&bn P9/lon^ 

RIGHT welbdpved I grete yow well and as towchyng for 
Tydyngs I can none favyng that; iny Lord of NorflF*^ met* 
w' my Lord of York at Bury on thurfday and there were to 
gedre til ffriday ix of the Clokke and than they dejpH^d and 
there a Gentilman of my Lord of York toke unto a Yeman 
of rtyn John Deye a Tokene and a Sedell of my Lords entcrit 
whom he wold have Knyghtts of the Shyfe and I fende you 
a Sedell clofed of their Names in this fame Lett' wherfore me 
thynkith wel do to p'forme my Lords cntent. 
Wi'etyn the xviij" day of O^obr at Wynche. 

^jrcitfotb. 

m. or iHenr' Grey. , ^ . > 

li i by 4 ^. ... :...'.' 

Part of * Bull's Bead. • Qgcry ? * ' ' 

PaoerMark. PI. jx. N^nio- 


» ■» 


The Contents of this Letter plainly point out to us, tliat the Ele^ion of the Members 
of the Houfe of Commons, even for Counties, was in this didaot age influenced by the 
great and leading men of the time* 

We have here the clearcft evidence that Richard Plantagenct, Dulce of York, and 
John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, at their meeting at Bury St, Edmunds in Suffolk,, de- 
aermined who Ihould be returned Knights of the Shire lor the County of Norfolk, and 
iexit their InQ ructions accordingly. 

/ Joha 


-> .1 
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LETTER Xmi' 

T(? wr ^^// beloved John Pajlon. 

m 
• • • • • « 

f\ IGHT well beloved, I greet you welli and as ^uching 
V for Tidings I can npne, faying that my Lord of Norfolk 
met with my Lord of York at Rury oh Thurfday, and there were 
together till Friday 9 of the' clock, and then they departed; 
and there a Gentleman of my Lord of York took, unto a' 
Yeoman of mine, John Deye, a Token and a Sedell [Schedule'] 
i>f ttly Lord's intent, whom he would have knights of the Shire, 
andl fehd you z Sedell clofed [ScAedu/e ehclofed^ of their names 
in this fame Letter, wherefbre me thinketh fit J well done to per- 
form my Lord's intent, 3cc» 

Written the i Pth day of Oftober at Winch. 

OXENFORD. 

» 

^ . • r XT r 11 ^Sir William Chamberlayn. 
County of Norfolk, \^^^^^ ^rey. 

Winch, in Norfolk , 
18th of October. 

« 

John dc Vcre, Earl of Oxford, at this time, fcems to have been a Friend to^C DukcoC 
York, this Letter therefore, inuH have bcvn written previoufi to the Duke's profeiTed dc- 
fign upon the Throne ; for in that Contcft, the Earl lided with the Houfe of JLai^qaOeri^ ^ 
aii^ being taken, was beheaded in 146,1^ the firfl year pf Edward IV.,.w^en,he was about 
5(^}xar8old. He nvinied Elizabtth* the Daughter and Hpir of Sir John Howai;d/. ^ 
knight, who had poflelCons at Winch, in Norfolk. PL^. N^8. . ,,^ 

The Nanjcs.Qf the mo Candidates to be clc<51cd, are written on^ Schedule, or ilrip 
of paper, which is faftcned to the Oiiginal Letter hy a piece of wax. . • <•» 

02' * L E'T- ■ 
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r7;7/g /»y worjhipfull and welbehved Cofyn 'John Pa/itm be this 


:! 


RIGHT worfl>ip£ull an4 eoticf I7 wglbelpv^ $iif J . ;<;- 
* ^ - * ' >^ ' ' ' '.41 

commawjdQ me unto you defiring bcrtly ta het'^ pf ypqt; ^ 

wclfar'. 

. Furthennor' Icttyijg you wete as for. fuch tydingej as we hat«/ 
here fuoh thre Lorded be. dede the Duke of ' Sopnerftt the Jgrlf, 
of * NprjtJbQwbrelonde 4in(l the Lord ' Clifford and at for any 
other men of name I knowe ntoon favo only /^'X^pHojj .of. 
Cammbrigefhir'. - . .. , .. ,., 

As for any oy' Lordes m^ny of theym be hurt ^nd^as for 
Fenyngtey he lyveth and fareth well as fer ^ I can enquere^ ^ 

And as for any grcte Mult)'tude of people y* ther was as we 
can tell ther was at moft flayn ^ (x) vi fcore. And as for^ the 

Loxxles 

♦ . . . 

The Account In this Letter refers to the firtl Battle of St. Alban^s, uriitch Rapin iayt 
was fought on the 31ft of May, 1455, 33 H. VI. but which all our other Hiflorians 
place on the 23d of May. 

This Letter certainly fixes it before the 25th ( Whitfunday) therefore it was moft pto- • 
baMy fought on Friday the 23d. 

Hidory informs us that Humphrey Stafro*^d, Earl of Stafford, and eldeft Son and Heir 
of the Duke of Buckingham, died of the wounds he received in this battle, when thit 
Letter thcrefui'e was writteiv, he was not dcad« 

And we are told by x>ur Hillorians that the King loft 5000 or Sdoo men, though 
HoIIipgftiead thinks it ftiould be only 800^ whereas this Letter fays only Six fare, how 

this 


M R H. R Y.'. :%a. : ^Mi 




♦ r r ^ 

/ 1 '_ . * • / 
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tbil IsCtUr /leHver^d in hq/li'r 


. L 


RIGHT worfliipful and entirely well beloved Sir> I re-- 
cocbfliiefid't&e.iiixto yoiif rdcficbg heattilx tabiear of yfiiur 
welfjire. 

. f tuihermore . letting jovl «( et» a^ for fach Tidings a» we 
iuive ^ere, fiipb [tbeje\ three Lords be dead^ tfad Duke of 
'iSbinerfet^ 't|ie £arl jo£ * Horthutnberlaody and^ the . Losd) 
' Clifford } and as for any other men of name, I know ndooyi 

ikre only ^QjiottQst{C^irM];of Caiiibridgeihire. .. 

As for any other Lords,, many of them be hurt» and as for 
nFeningley he Uvcth, and £aFetk well, as far as I can enquire,. 

&c. .' . : ^ • •" 

And as for any great Multitude of people that there was, as^ we* 
can tf U, there was at mod flain ^ (ten) fix fcore ; and as for the 

(bis prodigious difference in numben can be reconcileU, I owo I cannot form Bn^ con* 

' Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Somerfct, &c. he was feme years^ Regent of Normandy, 
and in this Battle coinmaaded the Royal Army. 

* Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, had been a favourite with Henry V. and 
continued a loyal and faithful Subje^ to his Son Henry VI. when ilain he wa» about 60 2 
years of age. 

I Thomas CUflTord, Lord Clifford. 

* Willram Q^ottonor Cotton, of Lanc?wade, in Gambiidgelliirc, was Vice Chamberlain 
to Henrv VI. 

5 la the Original Letter the x is ilruck out, and vj placed a£ier it in the fame liae. 

Lords 
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hordes that wer' w^ the Kyng they and her men wer pilled and 
fpoyled out of ^ their harneys and horfi;s and as for what 
Rule we (hall have yit I wote nett fave only thcr be made oewe 

ceitayn Officers. 

• • • , 

My Lord of ^. Yorke Conftabil of Englande, my Lord of 
^Warwel* is made Captayn of Calyes, My Lord ^Burgchier 

is made Treaforer of Englande and as yit other Tydinges have 

II • • • , 

none* 

And as for our foverayn Lorde thanked he God be bathe 
no grete harme. 

No more to you at this tyme but I pray you fend this Lettyr 
to my Maiftrefle Pafton when ye have fene hit, preyng you to 
Remembre my Syftir Margretfe ageyne the tyme y IJie ihai be 
SHade nonne!» » • * ... 4 ... . ' ,\i. j 

Written at Lamehith on ^Witfonday, &c. > 

r 

By your Cipfyn, 

^ %^\^ Craiif. 

Paper >»rH. -» , . r 

A l*iur 6i Shears. . ...-.*... 

* Aichard Planta,;tnou Duke of York. 

7 Richard Ncvlle, Earl of Warwick. ' - 

• Ilcnf) Bourchie , Viftouat Bourchier. 
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Lords that were with the King, they and their men were pilled 
[plundered'\ and fpoiled out of all their Harnefs and Horfes ; 
and as for what -Rule we (hall have yet I weet not« fave only 
there be made new certain Officers. 

My Lord of ^York, Confta^le of England ; my Lord o£ 
7 Warwick is made Captain of Calais ; my Lord * Burgchier is 
made Treafurer of England; and as yet other Tidings have I 
none. 

And as for Our Sovereign- Lord, thanked be God, he hath no 
greiat' hanh. 

V f 

No more to you at this time, but I pray you fend this Letter ^ 
*) my Miftreft Pafton, when ye havefeenit; praying you to- 

iehi^mber my Srfter Margaret againflr the time that fhe Ihall 

• » • 

be made a Nun. 

Written at Limehith[jLtfw^<f/^] on > Whitfiinday, &c. 

• • ' - • . . . 

By your Coufin, 

'• JOHN CRANE. 

Whitfundavy 

ajth of May, liiC?*- $ 

33 H. VL 

9 Whitfunday in 1445 fell on the 2 5 th of May, v 

«« The Family of Cxaac aouriflied at this time in Norfolk and Suffolk, See Letter xi\ 


« . 1 
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To Jf^ilrk ^Wortefier he this LYe tkfyyei in be^. 

• • • 

S^' I recomaunde me to yow and aa for tydyngs ye pii^ 
' eaforme myn; Mayii' ther' is ma but that i^bfiik rbipw- 
leche of but that the Kyng the Quene and the PryncerT^iQ^T^ tp 
.JHertford to morwea w^ ought Uutt, xaja rLord * York ^the 
Fryres at Ware myn JLord ' Warwyk to Hanefdqn the Erlf! 
"^ Salyiburye to Rye and tber« they ikall-abyde «>:tyi9e th^ 
Jp'lcm't be gynne. . , 

The- Duk .^^wk./U onnc imie aod^fjfaFa that, be flmlbe 

rewled and draw the lyne w* theym and ther to he and his 

♦ 

Brethern beiv bounde by reconyfaunce in notable fum'es to 
abyde the fame^ ^ ^ 

The Erie of ^ Wylts fent to the Lordes from, a place of his 

called Peterfeld a L're defyring to know if he (huld ^oftie and a 

■ * 

byde^ 


Thif LettcFi writrcn in the beginning of June, gircs a plain nai11it?i^te bf the State' of 
Affair! refpe^mg both Parties, immediaccly after the firft battle of St. Albail^s, wKicIbi 
was fought on the 23d of May, 14s 9* 

' Wiliiam Worccller, the Son of William de Worceller, and Elizabeth, the Daughter 
of Thomas Botoner, was born at Briftol, about the year 141 5, 3 H. V. was educated at 
Oxford, &c. »t the expence of Sir John Fadolf, Kt. with whom he afterwards lived at 
Caifter in Norfolk, and to whom he was Efquire, Hiftniiao, snd Executor. He fometimei 
ilyled hiair;IP William Botoner, and at other times William Botouer, alU Woxccller. 

a ife 


V 
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7p Wiffiaift ^W^rf^JUr hf tbk Letter delivered m bafte, 

SIR9 I reeommdod me to you, and as for Tidioga ye may 
inform ^niM Mafter> that for new &ere is none but that he 
hath knowledge of. 

But that the iting, the <^een and the Prinoe, remove to 
Hertford tomorrow without fault ; my Lord of * York to the 
fryers at Ware ; my Lord of ' Warwick to Hunfdon; the Earl of 
^Salifbury to Rye ; and there they ihall abide to the time tl^ 
-^PafliameAt begins. 

The Duke of ^ Buckingham is come in, and fworn that he 
ihall be ruledi and draw the line with them ; and thereto he and 
his Brothers be bound by recognizance in notable fuma to abide 
the fame. 

The Eart of ^ WiUfiure font to the Lords, from a place of his 
called Petersfield, a Letter defiring to know if he &duld come, 

I|c w^ a nun of frett appKcacion to Learning, verfed la various Scien^eft alid'inde£i* 
tigablc in the Audy of tho Antiquities of this kingdom. 
He wrote many Works, and wss alive in 1480* 
^ Richard PUintsgcnec, Duke of York. 
.3 Richard Nevilr, Earl of Wsrwick, 
^ Richard Nerile, Earl of Salifbury. 

5 The Parliament was fummoned to meet on Wednefday, 9th of July, t4S5« 
^ Humphrey Stafibrd, Duke of Buckingham, &c. flatn at Northampton in 1460. 
7 James Buuer, Earl of Wiltfliire, Son and Hrir of James Butler, Earl of Ormond. 

Vol. I. P and 
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byde a bought the Kynges p'fone as he dede be fore and if he 
ihuld not than that they wold lyceace hym -to gooa in to Er- 
land and leve there upon his landes, &c. and before this don the 

'LfOrdes were advyfed to have made hytn to donastheDuk 

> . • " . . . • 

Buk hath don and no more but what that wolte falle now ^y'cif no 
man can telle as yet. 

The Baron of ^Dudley is in the-Tpwre what Qial conje of 
•hym God wote. The Ede. of ?.ItotfetejPtin ^rdp.W; ti»e Erie 
of Warr\ ;.. j ^ ; ; /r..i 

; Hit was IJsyd ;f<» fpAe th»t fi^rp'e »i|4 jj <4k^l of ihQ .Kynges 
'^ Chamb'^wtre confedered to.ha^e ileked )thc.,Peulc York ip t^ 
Kynges GhAmb' but hit Was.oot foifqcr^thpy foaye clered theym 

But London upon the fame tale areyfen a^ f ei^eryr maa to hai>* 
neys x>n Gorpas Xpieveiv «n4 qioche a dpo y'^e wae.^:. I ' 

S\ Will'm Oldhall a bydeth no leader in SeyDtwery^ than the 
Xhef Jugc,conic:fe« tl^t tyme hcftwd g!)<>.at(>rse.aad IJswe pil 
his maters himfelf, &c. 

% 

The Blaron Dftdlcfy hath appephed, many men hut what they 
ben as yet we can not wete. S^ Phillyp Wentworth was in the 
feid and bare the Kynges Standard and ked hit down and fled^. 
myn Lord "' NorfF' feyth he fhal be hanged therfore afod fo is 
he worthy^ he is in Suff' now he der not come abougjbt the 
Kynge. 


SuttoD, Baran Dudley* 


9 Henry Beaufort, Earl of Dorfet, Soa and Heir, of the late Duke of SomerfeC; 
He it here ilylcd only earl of Dorfer, tbougb,^ by the death of hx« Father, at the battle 
of St» Alban's, he was now Duke of Somerfet, &c» . 

Edmond 
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inA alA(k about tHb King's J^erfon aa he did before, aod if he 
ihould not, then that they would licenfe him to go into Irelandr 
and live there upori his lands, &c* . 

Arid before this done,- the Lords ^ere advifed to have, made 
him to do as the Diikae4)f :fiuckiii^ham hath done and no more; 
but WhKt that ^iH f^^ i^otw tho^eof, .'no man can tell. as yet. 

The Baron of ^ Dudley is in the Tower, what (hall come of 
him God wot. : ♦ , .. 

The Earl of * Dorfet is id waid with the Earl of Warwick. 
' It was>f&id Cotfboth, that Harper and two other of the King's 
'''Chamber, were confederated to have fticked \JiaiieJ] the 
Duke of York in the Kings Chamber, but it was not fo, for 
they have cleared them thereof. 

But London upon the fame tale arifen, and every man to 
harnefs on Corpus Chrifti even /^5/A of June) and much ado 
there was. 

Sir William Oldhall abideth no longer in Sanfhiary than (tiU) 
the Chief Juftice come ; for [at) that time he fliall go at large 
and fue all his matters himfelf, &c. 

The Baron Dudley hath impeached many ncen ; but what they 
be, as yet we cannot weet. . . 

Sir Philip Wentworth was in the Field, and bore the King's 
Standard, and caft it down and fled ; my Lord of " Norfolk 
faith, he ihall be hanged therefore, and fo is he worthy ; he is 
m-^SiiflFolk bow, he dares not come about the King. - 


*<* Grooms .of the lying's Chamber. 


^ »' joim M<Wi?brt(V,* Duke of Norfolk, he Hicdi in ^461* . •* 

' Pa Edmund 


•» 
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t iBdmood dCfendaSe 4tu'v9^ Wenlok y'' lA tbi: icM «iid i^Hfly 
hurt. 

'^Fylongley is at koiiie at Us Owm place v^ bis tB^aodSial 
dod ryg^ w«el, but we have agreet loSc ^f bis abftoce tbia 
terme for bit wole be lodge er be come dus Mtne'I am a ferde* 

AUe the Lordes tbot dyed at tbe Jocii^ am berfod M Seynt 
Albones. 

Other tbijQges ben ooa here but ye flial fim' by Thorn's Scales 
LVe the rewle of the Frenihemeiif &C 

God fpede us wed in our matres thia tente I^*^e «o God who 
have yow in his kepyng, &c. 

iiibySi. 

Ptptr Marie. 

A Bu)l. 
Pl.w.N^ 10. 

** He appears to have been a Lawyer^ and it Teenuas if he had beeft wounded m the 
battle of St. Albania. 


Unto my mooft faitfull Bretbern John BokHyng and WWiam 

Worcefir* and to eytber of tbeym, 

WORSHIPFULL S'. and my moft hertdy and beft 
beloved Brother I recommaund me unto you in more 
kly wife than I can other thenk of write, and w^ al my f 'vice 

and 


Mbiuad Sttodtle was with Wtatoid: Uicse intliefiBld, and 
Ibttly hurt. 

'* Fylongley is at home at hit own place with his wife, and 
fliall do right welU bat wb hat« a g^«at lofs of his ablbnce this, 
term J for it will be long ere he come this term, I am afraid. 

All the Lords that died M the Journe/ [Saf4/e] are buried 
at Saint Albania. 

Other things be none here, but ye (hall fee by Thomas Soaks* 
Letter the rule of the Frenchmen, Ate* 

God Ipeed us well in oar matters 'diis trrm, I pray to God^ 
who have you in his keeping, &c. 

«3 W. B. 

XondoOf 

*J Tfcc Writer W. B. 

Moft probably wu brought up to the Uw. PI. 1 1. N^ 27. 


LETTER XXVI. 

Unto ny mofi fntbful Brethren, J»bn Bocking, -und William 

WwcefteTt and to either of them* 

T T 70RSHIPFUL Sir, and my moft heartily ahd beft belpyfd 

W Brotlier* I tecommcnd me tmto you in more lowly mte 

tlua I can ekher think or write ; and with all my fervice and 

true 
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• - • • . . 

«nd trcwe herte thank' you of your gentiU L'res fiiU brotEefly 
written unto me at mony tymes of old and efplall of late tyme 
paflcd. And trwly brbthcf I thank Aliriyghty God of your 
welfare of the which the berer ofthU my pour L'r citified me 
of, &c. 

AnA S^ as touchyng al man^ of newettithlages I knoo well ye 
are avcrous, truly the day of makyng of this L'f ther wer' nonn 
newe, but fuche I herd of ye {halbe Pved w* alt. 

As for the fir (I the Kyng Our Souv'ain Lord and all bistrwe 
Lordes (land in hele of there bodies but not; all at hertes ees as 
we amonges other mervell, ij ;daye8 ^foje the writyng of this 
L'r there was langage betwene my Lordes of * Warr and 
* Cromwell afore the Kyng, in fomoch as the Lord Cromwell 
wold have excufed hym fdf of all the fteryng or nioevyng of 
the male journey of Seynt Albones, of the whiche excufe makyng 
my Lord of WarrVhad knokge and in haft wafTe w* the Kyiig 
and fware by his Othe that the Lord Cromwell faid not trouth 
Jbut that he was begynner of all y^ journey at Seynt Albones, 
and fo betwene ray faid ij Lords of Warr' and Cromwelltber is 
at y'' day grete grugyng io fomoch as the Erie of ^Shuouelbury 
hath loged hym at y* Hofpitall of Seynt ♦James befide the 
5 Mjswes be the Lord Cromwells defirefor his (auf gard* 

This Letter (lions us, how the Duke of York^s Party endeavoured to throw the blame 
of the battle at St. Alban's upon each other ; and that the Parliament accufed the Duke 
of Somrrftt, Thomas Thorpe, a Baron of the Exchequer, and WUliam Jofcph, Efquire, 
as the caiife of i', they having fecretcd (<is it was faid) from the King, a concifiatory 
Letter fent for him by the Dukeof YorK* . The unfctiled State of tke Nation, and the 
^Qlent commotions of the times, ar^ plainly pointed out« 

' Richard Nevik , EarJ of Warwick. 

And 
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true <icart thank ypa of yoqr gentle Letters^ J»U brotherly 
written unto me at many times of old* and in efpecial of late 
time paflfed. And truly brothec> I thank Almighty God of your 
welfare,' of the which the Bearer of tJ^U my poqf J4etter certified 
me of, &<:• 

. And Sir^ as tCtuchtng all manner of .new Tidings, I know 
well ye arc avarous [eagerly defirous] ; truly the day of making 
of this Letter^ tlieire \\«!er€i none n&w^ hatfijfhfasj I heard of, 
yej fliall be fetved frithaL 

. As for the fitft, the King, Our Sovereign Xord, and all his 
. true Lords ftand in health of thclf bodies, .but not all at Hearts 
eaie as we« 

,^ Amodgft oiher. coarveU two days afore the writing of this Let* 

det^ there iwas 2^ lapgtiage between my Lor^s- of ' Warwick and 

^Cromwell albfe the King; infoinuch as the Lord Cromwell 

would have excuiod. himfelf of all the (lirnBg or p^^oving of the 

male journey [battle^ of St«;AIban s; of the v^hich excufe mak* 

ing; my Lord Warwick ,had kjqiowlpdge, and in hafte was with 

the King, and fwore by his Oatb, that the Lord Cromwell faid 

not truth, but that he was the Beginner of all that journey at St. 

Albans ; and fo. between my iaid two Lords of Warwick and 

. Cromwell there is at this day gr^at grudging,, infomuch as, the 

•Earl of ' Shrewfbury hath lodged him at the Hofpital of St. * James 

befide the ^ Mews, by the Lord Cromwell's defire, for his fafe gnard . 

* Henry Sta^hopey Lordi Cromwell'. 

J John Talbot, Earl of Shrewlbury, (fon of the ftmous Genera! Johq Talbot, Farl of 
Shrewfbury,)' was Lord Treafurer in 1456, and fell in the battle of Noitliaxnp^tou, iti 
1460, fighting for the Houfe of Lancailer^ 

-♦ Now St. James** Palace* . , 

5 A Pl xe for the keeping of Hawks, cow the Koyal.Stables.. 

And 
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And ftlfo afl ttf Loid of Warr' men my Lord of York meA 
and alio my Lard of Saldbury men goo w^ hamea and la harnea 
vn^ i{ritng.wepon* and hare ftuflFed their Lordea Bargea fuU of 
wepon dayly unto Weftm^ And the day of makyhg of thia LV 
tber waa a p^cljimacion made in the Chaunc'ie on the Kjng^ 
behaif that nomaa fiiuld nether here wepon met were harnes 
defenfible, dec. 

. Alfo the day afore the makyng of this L'r ther pailed a biU 
both by the Kyng Lords and Goes puttyng Thorp Joiep and my 
Iiord of SomT iti all the defaute be the which bill all msm^ of 
A Aions that fliuld growe to any p*ibn or p^foaes for any offenfirs, 
at y^ journey doon in any man' of wife ihuld be extynt and 
voidei affermyng all thing doon there t^U doon and nothing 
doon there, nev' after thii tyfne to be (poken of, lo the vAAeh 
bill mony a man groged fcdl fore nowe it is paflbd. - 

And if 1 myght be recom'aunded unto my fp'all Maift' and 
youres w'all lolines and trewe f'vice I befeechyoa hertely aa Ican« 

And alfo to my brethtm Th Upon Lodowick of Pole Wiltiam 
Lynd Calyn and John Merchall. 

No more but our Lorde have you both in his p^petudl kepyng. 

Writen at London on Seynt Margarete Even in haft and aft' 
y' is rede and underftonden I p'y you bren or breke it for I am 
loth to write any thing of any Lord but I mooft neds ther Is 
no thing elles to write. Amen. 

Your awn, 

II Ibygf. 

^^. H^pitMiKt. 

The tmpreffion oa the Seal of thU Letter is a Goat, but QJ PL xi v. N<> 7* 

* Autograph. PI. in. N«32. 

1 %(£%' 
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And alfo all my Lord of Warwick's men^ my Lord of York's 
men^ and alfo my iiocd of SalHbury'a men, go with harnefs, and 
in harnefs, with ilrange weapons ; and have ftuflFcd ^heir Lords 
Barges full of weapons daily unto Weftmtnflen 

And the day of making of thb Letter there was a Prodanaa^ 
tion made in the Chancery on the King's behalf; that no matt 
(hould neither bear weapon nor wear harnefs defeodble, &c. 

Alfo the day afore the making of this Lettcfr, there pafled a 
Bill. both by the King, Lords, and Commons, putting Thorp, 
Jofqph, and my Lord of Somer&t.in all the default, by tne which 
Bill, all nuoner of a^ftions that (hould grow to any perfon or 
^pe^onSf^for any offences at that journey- done, in any manner of 
wife ihould be esctind and void, affirming all things done there, 
wc^l done ; and nothing done there never after this time to be 
i^ken of; to the which Bill many a man grudged full fore now 
it ],s pafied« ; 

.^ And if [tia^l I might be recommended, unto my fpecial 
Mafter and youra, with all lowlinefs and true iervice, I befeech 
you (asj heartily as I can. 

And aUb to my Brethrea Th. Upton, Lodowick of Pole, 
William Lynd Calyn [Lincoln] and John Marfiisdl/ 

No more^ but our Lord have you both in his perpetual keeping. 

Written at Lmdon on Saint Mstrgaret^s Even in bafle ; and 
after this is read and underftood, I pray you burn or break [tear] 
it, for I am loath to write any thing of any Lord, but I muft 
needs, there is nothing elfe to write. Amen. 

Your own, 

London, ^uniitf, • 

fih^"j^;'l4^r53H.vi. « HENRY WINDSOR. 

Vol. I. Q^ LET- 
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To 19^ right worjhipfull Maiji' John Pajion at Norwkhe 

hi yis delyWed. 

PLEASE it your Maifterftiip to wete f here follows an account 
offome Law Bujinefs^ &c.J 
Here be many m^vaylpus tales of thynggs that fliall falle yis 
next moneth as it is feyd for it is talked yat ooq Dokto^ Grene 
a Preeft hath kalked and reporteth yat byfore Seynt Andrea 
clay next comyng fliall be ye gretteft bataill y* was fith ye 
bataill of * Shrewifbury and it fliall falle bytwene ye bifshoppes 
lane of Salefl>ury and Weftm'^ Barres and y'e fliall deye vij Lords 
' whereof iij fliuld be Bifshoppes althis and nieche more is talked 

and rep'ted I truft to God it fliall not falle fo ! 

• • • • 

Alfo y^ is gret varyance bytwene ye Erll of * Dcvenfliire and 
ye Lord ^ Bonvyle as hath be many day and meche debat is like 
to growe y'^by for on thurfday at nyght laft paflcd ye Erll of 
Denfliyres ^fone and heir come w* Ix men of Armes to Radfords 

place 

This Letter fcens to haw been Written on tbe iSUiof Odober^ 14$$^ as from the Utter 
part of U (though imperfed) ic appears that the King was at Hertford ; rrporced to be 
fick again ^ and under the dircidiion of the Lords of York, Warwick, and Salifbury, Sec. 

AU which s^gnses with- our hiiloiicar accounts of this period. 

* The battle 'of Shre'wfbury was fought on the izd of July, 140;, 4 H..IV* the 
forcies being the leaders of the Maleconcents, who were routed by the Ktng'a Amiy> 

The Predlt^ons, however of Dr Grene were not fulfined, but Prophecies, in this 

cpcdulous age, had great influci ce orcr the minds of -tlie People ; and there faavkig been 

already 
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LETTER XXVII. 

9 

To my right worjhipful Mafter^ John Pajlon^ at NonvicB^ 

be tins deHvereJ. * 

PLEASE it yofur Mafterihip to wect f here follows an account 
ofJomeLawBufinefs^ &c.) 

Here be many marveilous tales of things that (hall fall, this 
next month, as it is faid ; for it is talked, that one Do£tor Grenc 
a Prieft hath kalked [ca/cu/ateJ] and reporteth, that before St. 
Andrew's day next coming, ihall be the greateft battle that was 
iince the battle of ' Shrewibury, and it fhsdl fall between the 
Bifhop's Inn of Sa)i(bury and Weftminfter Bars; and there (hall 
die feven Lordst whereof three ihould be Bifhops. 

All this and much more is talked and reported, I truft to God 

it fiiall not fall fo 1 

» 

Alfo there is great variance between the Earl of * Devon{hire» 
and the Lord ^ Bonyile^ as hath been many day, and much de- 
bate is like to grow thereby ^ for on Thurfday (zidofO&ober) 
at night lad paflfed, the Earl of Devonfhire's ^ Son and Heir 
came> with fixty men of arms, to Radford's Place in Devon- 

already fome' civil Contefts, they were eafily induced to believe, tbat others might be 
forefeen and foretold* 

* Thomas Courtney, Earl of Devonfhire, was beheaded by order of Edward IV. imme- 
diately after the battle of T^arton, in 1 461* 

3 William Bonvile, was created Lord Bonvile, in 1449* ^^^ '^'^^ beheaded, by order of 
Queen Margaret, after the battle at Barnard's heath, near St. Alban*s, in February, 
i46o-i» though he had ftaid with Henry VI. on a promife of fafety. 

^ Thomas Courtney, Son and Heir of Thomas Courtney, Earl of Deronihxre, wat 
bdieaded very foon after bis Fatheri in 1461 • 

0^2 fliire 
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place in Devenfbire whiche was of coaafeil vf my Lord Bon-- 
vy\e and they fitte an horn on fyer at Rodfords gate and cryed 
and mad an noyie as though they had be fi)ry for ye fyer, and by 
that caufie Radforda, men fet opj^ ye gats and yede owt to fk 
the fyer and for w^ thedl £)ne. forfeid entred into ye place 
and intreted ^ Radford to come doun of his chambre to fpke w^ 
them p'myttyng hym that he fhuld no body If harm have up oa 
whiche p'myiTe he come doun and- fpak w* ye feid Erll fone^ 
' In ye mene tyme his menye robbe his chambre and ryfled his 
huches * and trufled fuyche as they coude gete to gydder and 
carycd it awey on his own hors. 

Thanne yerll Sone ieid» Radferd thoa moft come to my^ 
Lord my Eadir^ he feid he wold and bad oon of his men make 
redy his hors to ride v^ hem whiche aafwerd hym y* alls his. 
hors wern take awey, thanne he feid to yerll (cmt Sf. yoi^ 
men have robbed my chambre and thei have myn hors y^ I 
may not ride w' you to my Lord yo^ fadir, wherfbr I p'yyou 
lete me ride for I am old and may not go^ 

It was anfwerid hym ageyn yat he ihuTd waike forth w^ then 
on his feete and fo he dede till he was af dyt^ fhote or<im»e 

from his place and yanne be was * • •• •• foftly for 

cawfe he myght not go faft and whanne yei wei?e thus dep'ted 
he t^ned oon for w* come ix men ageyn up on 

Nicholaft Radfonl was an eminent Lawyer, and refided at Poghill, near Kyrton. 

5 We fee in this Letter a flrong and diabolical inflance of party fury ; an old and ati. 
infirm man is, in the night, by a ftratagem, enticed to opbn his Gates ; his Place it 
•cobbed and plundered, and himfclf, after various ill treatment, is moft cruelly murdered, 
by the dii*c^ian of the Son aqd Heir of a Nobleman, then at yariance with Lord BonTilc« 

* Hucke, French, a Coffer, or Chefl ftandin|^iipon1egs. 
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i^ire which, was of cwi^icl with 11x7 Lor€LB9iiviie| an4 ^ji 
fet an houfe on fire at Radford's gate» and criisd and * madf % 
noife as thou]g;h thej^ ba^. If^ea pjifrj ^ the fire; an^ bjr that 
caufe I^d%d's mehift open the Ga^eii .and yes^ l^cnf] .out 
to £ee thf fife ^ and. CpitWith th«. £?rra Son afprefjudeqterei^ 
ii^ the p^^e,. and entreated $ Radford to come 4ow.n of hi* 
Qbaxohei: to fpoak with thenf». prpm^fing him that he (bould na> 
bodily harm, hfive^ upon which promife he came down, anc)^ 
fpoke .y?ith thefaid ^arl^s Son^in th^ mean vtiipe bis zneny 
{^ervfinis] rcA^ hi^ chamber, and rifled bia * hutches^ an^ trufled^ 
fi)(^i s^ they could: get together a^d. carried it aw.ay.oti hb ownr 
hprfes;. theja the.£arra.Sop fa^d; «* R«d^d,.thoa mi^ C9mfr 
V to my. L(jf d piy Fatl>pr..*' .He faifl he ^uld, yid bade one of 
]^s mAi\«w^l^ rfa^y hi& horf?. tQ.ride.T^itb. them ; whiph. a|if|9ferc(|t 
him> that all bis hories were taken a^ayt t^^P^hq faid.tp th? Earl'sy 
Son : ^^ Sir, y<^|r q»^ have robSed my Chamber, and they have 
^* mine horfeai, that I may not ride with you to my Lord your 
^ Father, wherefore I pray you, let me ride for I am old, and 

•* may not go.** ' 

ik. waa ^niwtbt^ him agaifa^; i!&at kS ihould vrsXk forth with 
them on his feet; and fo he did tlH he was a -f* Sight (hot or more 

firom his phce, and then he was ^ fbftly, for caufe* 

he might not go faft, and when they were thus departed he 
turned • •• one forthwith came nine men again* 

t A Flight W88 a particular kind of Arrow called FIe6la, in the Latin of thoihiddle aget » 
See Sceeveas's note on a paflage m the firft fcene of Shakf))rare*8 M^ci ada about ncthing. 

• JSf l\cre the lines are fupplicd wkh D«tt, the Original Letter is impcrfea, from-a* 
paft beiAg decayed, and torne off*, , 

ttpoxr 
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hym and fmbt'hrnx in: yc'htd and fellid •• 
Acm kyt Ws throtc. - ' 

This was tdid to iny Lord Chauncder yis fornoon 

* 

• meflengers -as come of p^pos owt of ye •fame cuntre ' 

this matier is take gretly •» paflfed at ij aft* 

mydnyght rod owt of London zs it isfeid more* yannc* 

•• •• ye beft wyfeiumme feyn it 'was to ride toward 

my Lord of York and fume k fo meche rumo' 

is bcre what itmenythlwot notGodt'neit •• • 

at 7 Hertford and fume men ar a ferd that he is feek ageya 

I py God • my Lords of York Warwyk 

Saleibury and oy' arn in p^pos to conveye hym *. -^ « .. ** 

&c. thefeid N. Crome berer her .of thaH tefle you 

Aiyche tydynggs • %• .^ •• In haft at London' 

on Seint Simon day and Jude. 

Yowr pocr, 

I 

7 The King fcenu, at the time this Xetter wu wiitteni to Ittve beeu at Hertford, and 
it was reported that he was fick again. 

f J, jGrr. J^unei G|«0iaffi, vWiS.a Cqufia^ JtPafltn'it and hjAkf and tome athcifa of 
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vpon him and fmote him oa the head and felled • •• 

of them, cut his throat. 

This was told tamyXord Chanoelfor this forenoon -^ 

meflfengers, as come of purpofe out of the fame Country. 

This' matter is taken* greatly • pafled at 

two. after oudnight rode out of Lomdon as it ia (aid move than * 

» «« .. the heft wife. Some fay it was to ride toward- 

my Lord of York, and fome •• •» •• • fo much Rumour^ 

is here^ what it meaneth I wot not, God turn it -at^ 

^Hertford, and fome men are afraid' that he is fick again, I« 

pray God • *^ my tords of York, Warwick, 

Saliibury, and others are in purpofe to convey him • 

•• •• •• •• • ^c. 

The faid Nicholas Crome, Bearer hereof/ {hall tell you fiick' 
tidings -*• • •• •• in haftc at London onn 

Saint Simon's day and Jude* 

Your poor, 

•; : ♦JAMES GRESHAM.- 

Londoo* 
. . > Tuefday, 28th of O^obcr^^ 

H$5f 34 H. VL 


fiU Letters, appean to^ha^ beta a Lftwyer, u baofteB writes -to* him^oc^ law matteie. 

His Seal has on it a Grafshopper ; a Device afterwards borne by ^ir Thomas Grefham,* 
the Founder of the Royakfixduuige^'the Vase on theioptof wiiichisa G/afshopper.- 
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"To the m6orJhypfuIlS'':and-nyryibi -wtlbel&iyd Cofyn J(b^ Ftt/hiu 
• And m bys '.MJhtci to John BoJiiyng and WiiUUm Barter^ ^ • 

WORSH YPFULL S' and Cofya I irccomaund me 
to yow. And lykc yow to wctc tliat y have a ' taytte 
with my Cofyn * Fenne of v^ marciSc more for to be chaunged 

iippon fuch places as a man myght have mofte fpedye paym't^ 

• • • 

and I pray jow hertlye to Comyn wyth the feyd Fenne that y 
myght he enfured.of thefeydtaylletobe efchaunged, and for 
Whate i^ewarde competant to be y^en ofp'pdh (he fame 1 wolle 
agree it. 

It*m I -defyre to know who ben the * rejidew the reihenan t of 
the Coexecutors of the Lord ' Wyllughbye now the Lord 
^ CromeweU ys cecefed, for tilxys caufe hyt was fo that there was 

dew 

' A Taille or Talley was a deft ftick, both parts of wbich were notched according to 
Vihe futn of money adirai^ced, and of virhkih 6ne JNirt ivargifen io ffae Cneditor, whilft i he 
other remained with the Debtor. Hence .the Tallter of the Ezchequervoow calkd the 
Teller. ' 

Sir John Faftolf had itit«^i(ed'a TitHy wiih^^'ldf C#u6fl ' Fimti, and was dfi^finons of 
knowing what reafonable Difcount he Should aUow for receiving ready lAoney Upon thii 
fccurity. 

* Hugh Fenne, of Yorkflure, was Sam, io liattle during Jtbe conteft between 
Richard II. and Henry IV. about 13999 when he forfeited his iands. His ion Hugh had 
<fia(ts ib £flez and MiddWfer, where his defcendants flourlflied for (eYcral generations 4 
this Family then branched off into Suffolk and Norfolk, in both which counties they 
acquired poiTeflions. The w^ter of this note is at prefent the only male branch of this 
family in the .oounty of Norfolk* Scal^ PL xiy« 11^ a8. Autogrsqph. Sec Dedication^ 

\ The 


• 



HEN K r : VI. - iv 




LETTER XXVIII. 


To the worjbipful Sir, and mj right well behvtd Cotifin John 
J Pq/latip and in his Abfence to John Bookings or William Barker. 

WORSHIPFUL Sir and Coufin, I recommend me to 
you, and like you to wect that I have a * Tally with mj 
Coufm Fenn of coo marks (333A 6/. 8^.) and more, for to be 
changed upon fuch places, as a man might have moft fjpeedy 
paymenJi \ and I pray you heartily to cprnmune with the faid 
Fenn that I might be infured of the faid Tally to be exchanged^ 
and for what reward competent to be given upon the fame, I 
wiU agree to it. 

Item, I defire to know who be the Refidue, tlie remanent 
of the Co-Executors of the Lord ' Willoughby, now the Lord 
^ Cxomwell is deceafed j for this caufe it was fo« that there was 

* *pic fcrfon mctitioncd in this IrCttcr was tiihcr the Son or Grandfpn (for they were 
■ both i:amcd Hugh,) of the Hugh Feiine, of Yoiklliirc, and fec:ns, from the manner io 
« which^he is. feyxral rimes mentioned both .by Sir J. Faftolf and J. Padon, to have been a 
J^«av!i'ycr. He vt^s, in 14^91 a fu|7ervifor of Sir J. Fa(k>k's wiH« PI. xiv, N^ij, 

•J Rob^t Willoughby Lord Willoughby, an eminent Commander, was prcfcm at the 
famous battle of Agincourt, in 1415 ; and alfo commanded under the Duke of Bedford 
at the battle of Verneuil, in the province of Normandy, in 1424« where he and Sir John 
Faftolfhad the honotrr of tak'hg the. Duke of Alen^on Prifoner, as appears by tl.is 
Letter- 

The umers of Sir J. Faftolf's Li^ rn the "Biographta Britannia" give an accoitnt 
©f his Jiaving taken a French General,' but arc in doubt bothas to the pcrfon taken, and- 
hlceui'cin whrrt fncagemcnt, 

^ Henry Lord Cromwell, whofc fifter, and now coheir, Lord WHougiiby had mar- 
ped. She wsis at this time the wife of ^r Thomas Neville, ^ 

Vol. L ' ' ' R due 


dew to the Lord WyUughbye and to me x m? marc for a Re* 
wardj to be fayd of my Lord ^Bedford y» godes for tine takyog 
of the Due of ^ AlIaumcoQ. 

And the feyd Lord Wyllughbye had but one thowfand m'rc 

« * , • . . . , 

payd aad I m* mrc foo vll} m^ kvyth ybyt to pay, of vhychi 
ib'me iiij m^' mod grow to the Cxecutovs of the ftyd Lwd 
Wyllughby to difpofe. 

And therfor V defyrie that th6 fekeduots anid filth as moft hafe- 
intreft in tfie Loitl Wyllughby G&ddea ftiiy be coiriyned wyth* 
that they may pufffeute for paym't of the fey\i -Hij'm' wTfcfor 
Kys part to be hadi and y Ihall make for my part. 

And Maxft* J^evyle the whych hath t^edded my licfy Wylil 
lughbye have power or intieft to refley«« the^to^d. Wylhighb^ 
y8 dcbt» then he to be kbur ed uatoo. 

And my Lord of "> Saty&uryc woll be a grete Hel^r yn tbyi 

caufew 

The Kyng whych ys Sup viibr of my LoirdBed^rd tefiainai'£ 
hath wrcten and comaunded by fondry L*re&, that Ae feyd Lord 
Wylhjghbye ftiuld be content for hys part. And (b modi the 
mater y s the furth erer. 

And there ys one Yoa* af'vu^nt of the Lord WyHughbye 

whych 

5 John^PlaniRgeiiet*. Duke oC Bedford^, and Rjegentof Fntiicc,.tliiiNiSoo of Hnfjr IV. 
This great man died at Paris^ in 1435, *"^ "^^ \i^a\<A at Roan- 
it* may be fuppofed thut the Rranfom wag paid into his handti at Cominandev iitChtef,. 
aad that, in that Charaacr,, he wa» entitled to a edhfiderabte ihare qf it, jihough it appeara 
from this accottnt that he had dttained moft of it;, for even now at the diftanceof 20 
years from his death,, the Lord Willoughby and Sir J. Faftolf^ had received onl/ iqoq 

ftiarks each. * 
« lohn IK Duke oC Aleiiqon, foa of him (lain at Agincoui^ ws bun ia I409f and 

^ takcft 


H E.l^ p. y VI. i2| 

^^ tQ tbp, Lctfd Willougbby and to me io^ood marks 
(6666/. ly. 4^/.) for a Reward to be paid of my Iii)fd ^ 6cdfor^'ft 
Qpqd^, fpr the taking of the Duke of ^ Alcnfon. 

And tbe faid ^prd Willougbby had but one thoufand marks 
(666A 13X. 4^.) paid, and I one thoufand marks' (666/. 1 js. 4^.) 
^o JBooo (5333/» 6/. 8^.} leveth [remametA] yet to pay ; of which 
Sum, 4000 (2666A 13/% 4^) muft grow to the Executors of the 
(aid Lord Wi}lqughbj^ to difpofe. 

And therefore I defire that the Executors^ and fuch as moft 
have intefeft in the Lord Willougbby '$ Goods, may be commu* 
ned with ; that they may make purfuit for payment of the faid 
4000 markst for his part to be had, and I ihall make for my 
part. 

And fnfj Mafter Nevile, the which hath wedded my Lady 
Willougbby » have power, or intereft to receive the Lord 
Willougbby 's Debts, then he to be laboured unto. And my Lord 
of 7 Salifbury will be a great helper in this caufe. 

The King, which is Super vifor of my Lord Bedford's Tefta- 
aient, hath written, and commanded by fi^ndry Letters^ that the 
£iid Lord WiHougfaJyy (hould be content for his p^rt ; and fo 
much the matter ^ts the forwarder. 

And there is one Young, a fervant of the Lord Willougbby, 

ta^n Piifoiicr at the Battle of VeFaeuil, m 1424^ He was detained a Prifoncr three 
years, but releafcd at tbe tnterceflion of tbe Duke of Burgundy> on paying a lUnfom of 
200,000 Cfowoi, He afterwards was convi^led of Treafons towards his own Sovcreigus, 
and- died in pttioB in 147 f* 

7 Richard NerlUe* £0rl of Saliflmryt married Alice, Daughter and heir of Thomas 
Mpntngtie, the great Essl of Saltlbufjii who had tbe principal command under the Duke 
«rBe4ford, at Vom^tttlt a^dwliadicdin 1428% 

R z which 
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^faych putTewad thys mtter, yff he were yn Lomdoa he coadcf 
geve gode enformacon uppon thys mater. 

_ ■ 

Y pray yow wryte to me how my maters doth and of fuch 
Noveltees as ye have there.. And our Lord have yow ya hys 
kepyng. 

Wreten at Caftr hafUye v day of Fcw'yer A* xxxiiij!* 

R H. v> 

To' Cofyni, 

lo } by 5 I.. 


• 4 


To the right worjhiffull and mj( right entierly weWeloved 5''^ 

John "" Pqftolf knighf. 

RIGHT worihipful and my right entierly welbcloved T 
grete yoa right hertly wele; Thanking, you fp'ialy and in* 
full herty wife for the verray geaatle goodnefTe that ye hav^ 
flievrid imto me at all. tymes prayog, you of good cotynuance. 

» And' 

Thi$ Letter is written 6y ilie SecrftaT-S and coh(rTuded^sin<f fuBTcribed By the hand of 

that great Prelate, Cartflnali and Lord Cbnilcfllor, Thomas Bourchier,- Archbiihop of 

Canterbury ; who is recorded to have been a principal means of iAtroducing the An of 

Print-hg into England, He was elected Archbtfhop in t'454* 3a H. VI. was a man Of 

cnnfidcrable LearDing, and died iii i486, 2 H. VIL at an advanced age. Pi. i. N'' 9^^ 

jc is a piivate Letter, records no pardcalarly raemorable^ETen'^y but it a good fpecimen 

o£ 
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MvA parfiied tliis matter; if he ^owiae in Londooy hf >$ouid 

1^ good inform»tion upon thia< matter* .; . 

i I pray you write to mc how my matter a. do> ftod of fiich ^no 

velties aa ye have diere^ and our Lord ha^ you ia his keepiog, 

: , Writtea at Gaiftor haftily, the 5th day o£ February, iu thii 

34th year of King Henry Vlth. 

i Your Coufitiyi 


Wcdncfday, 

5th of February,. 1455^34 H.-V1^ 


» JOHN FASTOLK 


A^fe^ 


m^a 
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% the < right ^WorjUffulf anti niy right entirely 'well belated Sir 

John -^Faftolfy Knight, 

RIGHT" worfliipfuli and my rigHt entirely wefl beloved, 1 
greet you right heartily well'; Thanking you fpecially, 
at»d in full' hearty wife, fAr th€ very gentle good nefs that ye 
•&ewed^unto me at all-timeSi praying, you of good continuance. 

of tht cpift61ary {fylc of writing, and of the mode of fpelting, at the period when it wai^ 
written;- which' mull have been between 14; f. aad i^sQ ; as ia thf>fomer year tbe^ 
Writer became ArchUffaop, and in the laiter Sir John Fa^olf died. 

■ Sir John Fadolf, was a vsltiant Soldier in the wars in France; he built a noble 
Manfion at Caiflery near Yarmouth, in Norfolk, ^ wherehi he Irred in great (late and 
;oificence, and depaned this*life on the6th of Novenber, 1459, aged above* 80 ycavs. 

And 


126 ORItriKAL LETTERS, 

V 

And M tcueking fucKd nuftiersas ye ftnte tutb jfe ftapb-t 
trufte to God verralj infomiiche at thq * Rule is aaiendi^ iraqr 
end the wtdder waxeth ftiefpnable and pleafknte to iee you aa 
ilACc p*tiM vkhin fliort tyi&e, at whiche tjrme I ftal comuae 
and ^emjseae unto yqia in- iudie wife, that ye fbal he right 
wetc pleafid. ^ . 

And as for the matler coc'nyng my Lord of ' Bedford, tbinketh 
mit fContrarye hut that ye ihai finde me hertly wel willid to doo 
that I can or may for yaccomplefshm^ of youre defire as wel 
in that matier as in other like as your f 'v^uate John Bokking 
berer hereof can clierlier reporte unto you on my behalve, 
to whom like hit you to yeve feith and credence in this p'tie. 
And the bliflid Trinitee have you ev'laftingly in his keping. 

Written in my Manoir of Lamehith the xzvj daie of 
Marclu 

Your fcithfuU «>4 tstw, 

* Tbitinay apply either to foaie ciaingt in the Admiajiaracien i or only m<the msnagf- 
ment of the houfe* 

I There w«i» ao Dnke of Bedford between 1435 '^^ <47^ '^^ "^ therefbcc 
^eUue^oiome nutter whkh had formerly pafled between Sir John Fallolf, and John 

Planiajrott, 
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And as touching fuch matters as ye fent unto me, for, I truft 
to God verily, infomuch as the *Rule is amended here, and 
the weather waxeth feafonable and plealaht, toTee f6VL in thefe 
parts within ihort . time ; at which time I fliall commune anil 
demean unto you [a£f towards you\ inXuch wife^ that ye fhall he 
right well pleafed. 

And as for the matter concerning mf Lord of ^ Bedford^ 
thinketh not contrary , but that ye fhalLfind me hearti^Iy weU 
willed, to do that I can or may for the accompfifhment of your 
defire, fs w«Il in that matter as In other like, as your Servant; 
John Bokkifng, Bearer hereof can clearlier report unto yoa 
en my behalf, to whom; like it you to give faith and credence 
in this part;, aod theBIefled Trinity have you everlaftingly iq^ 
his keepiqg. 

Written in my Manor of Lamchith [Lambeth^ the 27th day' 

cf Mardu 

Your faithful and true» 

THOMAS CANT. 

LambetByi 

27th of MarcUu 
. wtveeB 14^49 and i^S9v, ii^^H^* ^* 

Fluatagtnet, Didce^ of Bedford, and Regent of France^ who died m 143$ ; perbaps it 
Fekted to»the Raaibni.of the Duke of Alcn^oxw Sir John ferved lon|^ undcp Uni' ia> 
Fnince.. 


LET- 
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To my right worJbij^uU and ny mooft iejl beloved Lord Padre 

my Jjord Beaumont', 

RIGHT worfliipfull and my moofl beft beloved Lord 
Fadre, I recomaunde me unto youre good Lordfhip, pleafe 
tit yow to wit, I have confayvid yo* writyng right well and for 
afmochc as yc defurc the Stiwardfliip of Baggc worth for you re 
wilbeloved Thorn's Everyngh'm which y trowe verely be right a 
good and a feithfuli gcntilman. How be it my Lord youre 
defure (hall be had in all y^ is in me ; and at / inftaunce of ye^ 
Lordfhip y by thavife of my Counceill fliali gyf it hym in 
writyng undre fuche fourme as fliall pleafe yow, wheryn y wold 

• ■ • 

be glad to doo y^ at might pleafe youre good Lordfhipi p yng^ 

» 

yow right hertly ye wold be myn efpeciajl good Loy d and Fadre 
in ^\\ fuche as yfs ca^ ^hynk fhuld gr.owe to my worlhip or p'fite 
in any wife as my f) ngulcr itruft is mooft in yow. 

And y alwfy JCjcly todoo yowc f'vyfe with Goddes g'ce who 
^lave yow my right worfliipfull and my mooft beft beloved Lord 
fadre .ev' in his .bleflid kepy ng. , 

Writton at Roy'fild Gray the xxiiij day of Juyje, &e. * 

Fury'jnore 

'This Lct'cr, though it contaios no bifiorical or memorabk Eyent, cxhibks the duu* 
^iil Ovle of a Son to a Farher, and on that account deferyes to be read : it was writtea 
ybetwtcn 14559 when John fucceedcd his Fjuher Williami as Lord Lovell^ and 1460^ 
^'ben Lord Beafimont wa^ flalu* 

JiJha 
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LETTER XXX. 

If 

To my right worjhipful^ and my mojl bejl beloved Lord Father^ 

n^ Lord Beaumont. 

RIGHT worfliipful, and my moft beft beloved Lord P»- 
tiber, I recommend me uato your good Lwdihip j plealb 
it you to weet, I have conceived your writing right well, and 
forafmuch as ye defire the Stewardfhip of Baggeworth for your 
wellbeloved Thomas Everingham, which I know verily, bcT 
right a good and a faithful Gentleman. Howbeit, my Lord, 
your deiire (hall be had in all that is in me ; and at the inftance of 
your Lordfliip, I, by the advice of my Council, fliall give it 
him in writing, under iuch form as (hall pleafe you ; wherein I 
would be glad to do that, that might pleafe your good Lord(hip, 
praying you right heartily, ye would be' mine cfpecial good 
Lord and Father, in all filch as ye can think fhould grow to my 
worfliip, or profit in any wife, as my Angular truft is moft in 
yQU, and I alway ready to do you fervice with God's Grace; 
who have you, my right worfhipful, and my moft beft beloved - 
Lord Father, ever in his blefted keeping. 

Written at Rothcrfield Gray, the 24th day of July, &c. 

Furthermore 

John Lord Lovcll, mnnied Jane, Daughter of Vifcount Feaumont, and at length 
Heir to her Brothers William and Henryi who both fucceedcd to tho titlci but died 
without ifiue. Fl. i. N^ u. 

Vou I. S Lord 
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Fary'^more my Lord and it like yow, my Lady my modre 
recom^aundid her unto yo^ good Lordlhip yn whom her mooft 
feith and truft is in, p*yrig yow ye woU be good brother unto 
her for (he hath taken yow for her chief Counceill, &c. 

lo by 5 f. 

Lord LoTcll, died in 1464, leaving his Son and Heir Francis Lord Lovel!, who wnm 
IfindClfaniberlaia to Kinjr Richard ill. and attended hifn at the battle of Bofurorth field* 

The 


Tto my Mai^ Tajlon. 

WORSHIPFUL S\ and my good malfter I recomaunde 
me to yow yia day I come home and as ta our mat'es 

I ihall be with yow on monday and teufday next be my Maift'a 
advys and enforme yow of all and of fuche as I will not write 
ye' Cofre is at y* p'ns* Inne fende for it whane ye like be 
the 'token I hadde of Margret Goche a bake of lawe y* 

Wigge 

* This Liettcr was written on Whitfun Eve, the 15th of May, in 1456, a fhort time 

after a tum\ilt in London, between the Inhabitants and fome Merchants of Lombardy. 

The Court fuppofed^the Duke of York's Party to have encouraged it and, by the report 

of Lord Beaumont being flain, and the Earl of Warwick much hurt (I fuppofe in this 

tumulti) itappears at lead that the Leaders of each party, were drawn into it when it did 

happen^ 
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Furthermore my Lord, and it like you, my Lady my Mother 
recommended her unto your good JLordfliipt in whom her mo& 
faith and truft is in, praying you, ye will be goo4 Brother iint(>. 
her, for fhe hath taken you for her chief Cpmifeli &c. 

JOHN Lord LOVELL. 

Rotherfield Gray, in Oxferdfliire« 
24th of July, between 1455 ^^ >4^^ 34 ^^ 39 H* VI. 

* 

The Impreffion on the wtz of chc'Scal U worn #ur» bot tt hM a biaid of twine aeatijr 
fixed round it. PL xiv. N"" 8. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

T'o my Mq/ier Pqjlon. 

WORSHIPFUL Sir and my good Mafter, I recommend 
me to you ; this day I came home^ and as to our matters, 
I (hall be with you on Monday and Tuefday ihext by my 
Mailer's advice, and inform you of all, and of fuch as I will not 
write. Your Coffer is at the Prince's Inn j fend for it when ye 
Uke,^ by the ' token, I had of Margaret Qoijhe a Book of Law^ 
that Wigge brought me. , , , , 

happen, although no previous plan might be kid by eirher party for that purpofe. But 
aj the report was falfc, of either of rhcfc Noblemen being killed or wounded, fo poffibly 
neither might be prefent in the tumult. 

« This ihows the cauTion ufcd at this time, for preventing i'mpofiiioni on the delivery 
of Goods at Inns, &c 

S 2 . As 
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Wiggc brought mc as fbr tidj'ngs my Maifty6 yo' broyct faren 
v^ecl ^nd recdmaunde yem to my Maiftreflb ye modcr to yow 
indt6'aH/&c. ' As for 'tidlng\i ellcs y* Kyng is at Shcne the 
Qtiene and -Prince at ' Tmbixry but 4f it be ye latter remevyng 
tidings wer« y' y"" l9rd 3 Bjeaumont was flayn and my > lord 
Warrewik fore hurte m' men 'flayn and yj" knyghts^nd fquters 
hurte and no yng trewe Meffed be god as for the Itmibards ij of 
y* ti^efpajCers w^re ^ang^d P9 monday and there ar be yis tyme 
p'clamacons jnade or fliall be thorwe london ye pees to be kepee 
ijp on grete peynes and the lumbards tooccupie ye ' m'cbaun- 
idizes as yd dide til ye Counfafl or p*feimeiit have oy'wife 
det'myned and noo more as yet the atteynte abidith unreuled til 
ye next t'me as I Ihal teUa ydsr and it ihal doo weel w' God is 
g'ce hoe have yow in kepyng and all yo'es Writen at Call* 

vigilia Pentecofien. 

Yo' owen, 

. * :In StallbnUhire, our Hifloriani fay at Coventry^ 

\ Jobn Beaum^oty Vifcount Beaumont, the firfl who wit fo created in England^ m 
r434' ^^ W^t killed at the battle of Northamptooy in 1460, figbiing for the Houfe of 
Laacafier. 

^ Richard Nevile, Earl of Warwick^ &U in the battle of Barnet, moft furioufly 
fghfing againft King Edward IV. whofii canfe he had before moft vigoroafly fupported. 

s This feemt to point out to us that this riot was occaficned by foale ^natters relative 
lo tiadej and not, as fomc ^our Hiflorfans relate, *< to a Foreigner's wearbg a Dagger.* 
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As for tidingSj 1117 Mailers^ your Brethren fare well, and 

» r 

recommend them to my Mtftrefs their Mother, to you and t6 alU 
&c» As fcur tidings eUbj^ the JCing; is at Shenei the Queen 
and Prince at ^ Tutbury, but if it be^ the latter removing* 
Tidh^s wer,e that the iLord i Beaumont was (lain, and my 
4 Lord Warwick fore hurt. 1000 men flain and Gk fcorc 
Knights and 'Squiies hurt, and nothing true, blefTed be God» 
As ifor the L^Mobards^ two of the trefpafTer^ were hanged on 
l^^aday^ apd there a»e, by this time jproclamjitioDS made, or 
ibaUbet through Loa4oP9 (he, Peace, to be kept upon great 
^iis ; Aod the Lombards to pf^uj>y their ^ merchandizes aa 
they did,, till the Council and Parliament have otherwile deter-^ 
joxtoif aad 00 more as ye|. ; 

The Attesnt abii!eth\ vnr ided ti}l the next term^ as I ihall 
idl you,. And it Ihall .^o well with God's grace, who have 
you in keepiia^.aad all youTiS. Written at Caifler vigilia 

Peotecoften. 

- 

' Yourown, . 


WhitfuD Eren, 
icih of May, 1456, 
34 H. .VI. 


* JOHN japCl^lNG, 


< % 
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^ : ^ fjtok Bocking was one of the Hontehotd of JSir John Faftolf^ and "appears tx> have bad 
Ibme maBagcment of hU Law bufinefs ; probably he was his Counfellor, for men of rank 
waA fertanein thofe days conflandy retained one or more in their fervice. PI. 1 1 1« N^ 33. 

His flyle and fpclling differ very little from thofe of modem times. 

The impreffion OA the feal is aBeaft* PU Xiv. M* 1 1. 
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yi, Kjy rUg&f good Maijt yohn Faftim Jquier at Nor^ 

ivkbe in bafie, 

SI R plcafe it yo'' maift'ihip to wyte I have my ateachementa 
graunted in open courte w* helpe of ' Lttelton and * Hewe 
at Fen and was bide to make redy the names &c. before the 
Barons^ o£ which ^Haltofc ritA w^ f then follows various La^ 
Biifinefs^J 

As for tidings the Kyng is at Shenei the Quene at Chelbe, 
7* Due of Buk was as I come hiderward at Writell, y* Erie of 
\Varr* at Wcrr' and y* Lords ♦ Chaunceller Treforier and ycrle 
of Sar in London and noo mor* Lords at y^ bogynyng yis day 
<3f y* grete cpunfail. 

Many men fay y* y** (huld be but yei wote not what y* 
Sege ihall as men fay come to Caleys and to Guynes for moche 
puple come ou e y'. water of SomnM and grete Navies on 

Yerle of Penbroke is w* y* Kyng and noo mor' Ldrdis; 

•Xerfe • 


A 


' This 18 Thon)93 Li;telton» the great Lawyer, wlio was called to the degree of 
€erjeant at Law, in 1454 ; and, ii^ 1466^ was tppotnted one of the Judges of the Cooynon 
fleas; he died In i48x« 
. f Qngb at Fen, by the manner in which he is here memioncdy appears to have been a 

Lawyer 
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To *iy right good Ma/kr^ Join Pi^on^ Efyuire^ M NarwitB^ 

in bafie^ - 

SIR, pkafe it jrour Maftsrftip to weet, I have my attach^^ 
ments granted in open court with help of ' Litdton andt 
• Hugh^at Fen, and was bid to make ready the names, &c. before 
ttie Barons, of which ' Hahdfi was one^ &c. ftAen follows va-* 
rious Law Bufinefs^) 

- As for tidingj, the King is at Sheen, the Queen at Chefter i 
the Duke of Buckingham was, as I came hitherwards, at 
Writtle, the Earl, of War wide at Warwick^ and the Lords 
^Chancellor, Treafiirer, and the Earl of SaMffiury in London, 
and no more Lords at the beginning this^ day of the grea( 
Council. 

Many men (ay that there fhould be, but they wot not what. 

The Siege fliall, as men fay, come to Calais and to Guiihes ; 
for much people come over the water of Somme ; and great 
Navies (are) on the Sea- 

The Eact of Pembroke .is with the King, and no more 
Lords.. 

Lsvryer of EmtDencc Thfs fiunily sttthM nme refidM in Eflex^ and a Sir Hugh Feniv ^ 
was Treafurer of the Houfehold in this reign% 

3 Gilbert Haltofr^ a* Bacon of the Excheqitery di^d^ia 1459J 

^ Thomas Bourchitr, Archbifliop of Canterbury, fucceeded Rkhard NeVile, Earl of. 
SaHlbury^ at Lord Cbanccllorit on the ytb of March 1455*6. 

The 
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Yeric of ^ Richemond and Griffith fiioh are at werre gretely m 
IVales, ye G>mo]i8 of Kent as yei were wotte er no^ all wed 
difpofid for y^e'iis in ^A^ryng amongs hem what ett*e k bee« 

Of Scotts is here but litell talkyng. 

My Lord Yofk. is at i^ndall ftiUe» and ^waytkli ^ y^ 
Quene, and (he up on hym. 

I dide my Maiftrefs y^' Moderis erands as ye have herde of 
for Maift" Will'"' hadt writen his efltence »ad be and Clem^&t 
fiuren wed* 
. Writen ^ Horfhighdone ivij"** die Junij. 

Rokewode and Crane faren wed and yd mA I reoMnanode* 
hem to my maiftrefs yo^ wif. 

And as I underftande ye Clerk of ye Rolles ts owte of cha« 
rite w» Maift' YeWton and my Lord ChawiceHer a litdl 
mevid, &c. 


Yo' owen. 


iVby 4< 


$[;»• 


< Edmund of Hadham» lialf-brcthcr to Henry VI. fon ot Owen Tvdor, andiQueen 
Ctdierine, widow of ifciiry Vih.: wai creinted £«rl of Rkhmondy m (4539 aud died ia 
Novemberi 1456* 


%^%. 


The Earl ^ Richmond and Griffith are at war together 

in Wales, 

The Gammons of Kent, as they were vobt» afe not all well 
difpofed ; for there is in doing amongft them whaterer it be. 

Of Scots is here but little talking. 

My Lord York is at Sendal ftill, and ^ waiteth on the Queen, 
and (he upon him. 

I did my Miftrefs* your Mother's Errandst as ye have heard 
of^ for Maftqr William hath written his intent, and bci and 
Clement fare well. \ . , , 

Written at Uorfliighdon [Horfeleyiiown} the 7th day of June. 

Rokewood and Crane fare well, and they and JL reconmend 
them to my Miftrefs your wife« 

And as I underfiaailt the Qerk of the. Rolls b ojut of Charitr 
with Mafter Yelverton, and my Lord Chancellor a little 
moved, &c« 

Your own, 

' ^ •' 

7 JOHN BOCmNQ. 

Horfliighdoiii 

Monday, 7th of June* 

1456, 34 H- VI. . . . . 

• This .muft mean, watched the motions of each other. ^ * 

" 7 Autograph. PI. 1 1 1 • N' 33. . . ^ ; 
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1^1 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


,■ , * • t * . , 

To my right trufy and inffy nve&ehved Prend yohn Lofton fquier. 

RIGHT trofty and ent'ly welbeloved ftend I grete you w^ 
. UnA Tmll ze wile that * Danyell hatk required me to write 
tiB, to you graying ydu th« ze wyll ke^je the day upon * thutf- 
d«y yij dayes nexft comyng which ihal be for the heft as I trail 
ntit with ftaxidy*g t ftippofe lemed meti wyll not be ieafy ibr to 
gete be oiufe of thik befy tyme of herveft. 
Almyghty God have you in hiie gou'naunce. 

Writer at Mydelton th« 3t diy of auguft. 

« « « ■ * ^. 

Yo' frend, 

lo I by 4. 

Wft Afthc Paper Miirik, 
fiuU'tHead. 

1 

I am at a loft to dktennlney what day is meant to be kept, at wtiicli Hxt prefence of 
learacd men would be neceiSiiy. 

I have however given this IJotteri as heingp written by a Nobleman of much account 
in hb time for courage, conduf^i and loyalty ; and as ttontainlo^ an inftance of the fim- 
plicity of the times, in (hewing us that learned men were employed in the bufinefs of the 
Harveft, and therefore could not leave their homes. 

* Thomas Daniel, Efq. had been Condableof theCslflleof Rifing, in Norfolk, befoic 
tliif time94iQd appears t(> hav« been fucceeddd, in 14s $9 by Thomas Lord Sca^ pedisys 
therefore the day appointed to be kept on the 19th of this motth, iclated to the Goven^ 
nent, or Charge of this Cattle* 

•* i9thof Aqgufl. 


• . 1 • % 


1 •^ 


HEN R Y VI. 


n9 


LETTER 


xxxiir. 


To my right trujiy^ and entirely well beloved Friend^ Jobm 

Fa/Ion^ Bf^ire. 

RIGHT triifty, »nd entirely well beloved Friend, I greet 
you wellj and. will je weet» that 'Pwoid hath reqoirel 
{np to wcfte unto yout praying you that ye will ki^p. the D^y 
u^n * Tburfday fevea days o^ coming i which ihali be for 
the heft a$ 1 truft, not^ithfbndiQg I fappoile learned men 
not be eafy for to get, becaufe of this bufy time of Hacveft* 
-: Almighty God have you in hie Governanee* 
, Written at Middletoa the loth day of Auguft. 

Your Friend, 


Middleton, in Norfolk, 
Tnefflaj, lotli of Aufruft^ 

^4S^» 34 K» VI. 


' SCALES, 


<! } Thomas Lord Scaler wss a valiant tad jiAnre tidier in the French wars^ and was 
S^nefchal of Noimandy^ ... "" * .i^l 

In 1460, he fecured the Tower of London for the King, but that being delirerM op .** 
to^the YorkiAs after the battle of Northaniptgny in July, in that ye^r i be fearing for hk 
own perfonal fafety, endeavoured to efcape by water, bu( being feen by the Earl of Wan-* > 
wick'B men, was taken and (lain by them, being then about 6a years old. PI. i. N^ ii. 'j 

His Daughter and heir was married to Anthony Wodvile, brother to Elitubcth, Queen > 
of Edward IV. wh0 tn,)^er jigbt.was fummQBcd.to,parlif|iiv6|ir 9a Lord Scales* i ' 

N. 6. At the bottom o^ this Letter is .wrijtten ia ai^iaocieAl hand^ I ^fiere m the ^1 
hanrfof J, Paftonhinifelf.,, r ; /i, \/,, ^.;, ,' ^^ , ■.' - *^ 

^* Y^ettera int' Mich, xzziiij and xacxv.'* .. * • * ».t» 

SeTcral of the Letters have a fimilar Memorandum, which afcertains O^iPate* * * « ' 
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% exxe^ mjt^m. 


^0 my gode Matjler John Pa/ion Ef cuter in Noruf. and yn bys 
' abjince to John Berney at Catftr fquyer. 

•4 

W0R5HYPFULL S^ I recomaund ftie to yow, lyke 
yow wcte that as to the War'unts and cop* that yc 
rcmcbrcd to be gheten owt, it ys laboured for, &c. 
5 ..; jAijd a$ to the Affifs' it fliall hald at Nprwych the monday 
next com fortendayes. 

The Due of York the Lord ' Cromewell and othyr Lordys of 
the nprth that were wyth my feyd Lord York comen hedre by 
monday next as it ys cwdybly feyd. 

7he Lordys that be appoynted to kepe the See maken hem 
redye yn all hafle. And the Trefo'er alfo the Lord *Wyltfliyre 
for the weft cooft. And a ftately veffell only for the warre 

* 

ys made new at Bryftow by the ^ Mayr called St'myn*. 

And the feyd tonne w* the weft coofts woUe do her part 
:. . find they may be fupported or fiaivo'ed. 

Maftere Pownyngs hath day tille the next t'me by a remay- 

ner 

• • ' » 

This Letter has no date of the year, but by the care taken fo guarcT the Cbafts, it fccmi 
to have l)een written fnjiify 14579 ^t ^hich time the French King meditated ^ ini- 
vafion ; and bit fleet actually made an atienopt upon, and plundered Sandwich iu Kcnt^ 
in the Auguft following, 

■ Henry Lord eromwcll. ' 

* James Butler, Earl of Ormond, and Lord TreaTurer, was created Earl of WUtibire, 

in 


» 

* 
• 

• \' ' ■ ■ 

• , • •• ♦ / , • . - 
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9 ^ r^ m 


» •: 


To my good ^ajier "John Pajion^ E/quire, in Norwich^ and in bis 
abfence to yobnBerneyi at Caijler^ ^fquiri, 

• . * * ' 

W^ORSHIPFUL Sirs, I recommend me to you^ like you 
. wcet that ' as to the Warrants and Copies that ye i e* 
memhred to be gotten out, it is laboured for, &c« 

And as to the Affiles, it ihall be holden at Norwkh the 
Monday' next come fourteen days. 

The Duke of York, the Lord ' Cromwell, and other Lords 

» - 

of the North, that were with my faid Lord of Ybrk, arc 
coming hither by Monday next, as it is credibly iaid* 

The Lords, that be appointed to keep the Sea^ are making 
them ready in all hade. And the'Treaiurer' kHo, t&e Lord of 
• Wiltfhire for the weft Coaft. 

And a ftately veflel, only for the war, is made new at Brtflol^ 
by the 3 Mayor, called St- Myn ; and the fMd Town ^Ith the 
weft Coafts will do their part, and \if\ they may be fupported 
and favoured. 

Matter Poynings hath day till the next term by a 


■ 

in 1449, and afttr tke battle of Towton, whereb Heary .was dbfeatetl, bf lOiA'bebeadtd 
fltNcwcaiUe, in 1461* .... 

3 William Canyng, was m all probability the Mayor of Bri^ol, wbo ibaAie liew thit 
flatdy 7e&l only for cbc wax^ ralkd ihe fit* My o^ Q^ery^. ^. IVbuj^* . • 

• . .'^ ' : ..;iniiajv 


r4a . O R IO«J NAlr I;,:EJ'1^E RS. 

ner maaye a gode maa . ys hort he hath. God ooiafort kf im 

ryght 

And juftic* yt ^n dayly uppoa thctys and jnalcfado's, 
and people be glad that juftice may p'cede. 

The Lord 4 Bpucchier hath a gode ReoQiouee of hyi wyfe dof 
menyng at Q^^is but he ya not yhjt cornea. 

The Soude'^s be more temp'at then they werei not ell for lak 
of leyf ' but Our Lord kepe you. 

• Wryt at'L, the v day of Juliet; ' ' ■ ' ' 

^ Greff'm -qwyts hym well yn yo' Erandys doyng to me* 

11 4 by 4 I. 

Paper Maik^ 
• Bull's Head, &<?• * i . 

PI. Fin. N*» 24 , r 

^ N. B. iThc jrcitcft 

pan 18 cut pff» . 

4 Heftry Lotfd l^aiifdiier^. fair ia PArliBme&t b 14461 at Vift^i^lt QoHNiliili:, if t^6t 
fPts cheated Earl of ESeXf and died ia 1483* He nvirricd Ijabel^ Sifter of Richard Duke 
otto% in 144S: 


^ • 


* „ K 


♦ » » 


% € % X e ^ %j$fU. 

- ■ 

Brands to Ldndon of Augnes Pafioh the xxviij day of yenur^ 

tbeyer of Kyng Henry the Sext xxxvu 

TO prey Grenefeld to fcad me fcythfully word by Wrytya 
^o CIcmet EafteoL bath4o hipk drv6r I krayng. ' 
. A^4:i^ ^ ^^ i^ought do wcU nor wyll nought atnend ftef 
hym that he wyll trewly belaflth hym tyl ho wyll fLmend^Mtii 
ib ded. the laft mayftr and y^.beft that eu' he had att Caumbrege. 

2 And 
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mt^iit^&kieaA !}» hift fHmtJhsi h«&. God comfort lii 
in light .- . 

^• f^vA JulHci ie 4oBe ^aily upon Thieve^ and Mal^dorvj. ao^ 
People be glad that Jofiioe may proceed. 

The Lord ^Bourdiier faath ;i good Reoomee [TRMQwn] of 
hit wife demeaning a|t .Ca4ai<«' but he is not yet come* 

The Soldiers be more temperate than they were* 

Nothing eUe for lack of leifure, but our Lord keep you* 

Written at luflMdmJ the 5th day of July. 

Gre&ham quits him well .in your Errands doing to me. 

Youw, 

s WILLIAM BOTENER. 

London* 

1457. asfiTvi. 

The ImprdBoQ on the Seal of tbu Letter it a W. furmounted bya Cocooct. Pl.^ v. N^ 9* 
«iMllDgnplr» Ph ii. N<> 24. 
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LET ^ E R XXXV. 

Errands to'London of Agnes Pq/ion^ the Htb day of January ^ 
^4«57# tbg y^^ of King Htmy FL tb^ %btb^ 


T 


O pray Greenfield to fend me faithfnliy WK)rd by writuigy 

■* '^.j.'j..'*' 

how Clement Pafton hath dcme lus endeavour anLearntiigi 

And if he hath not done wel)^ nor iVi'B not amend, J)i1ay hxitt 

that he wtU truly bel^Oi \whip\ him^till be w91 aibend; and i# 

did ^he lafl: Ma^, ind the beft th^ ever lie Vet ^ CaxubridEc. \ 


144 ORrCINTAL LETTERS. 

. Attd (cffGikatlAii Att if He wyli tiU ttp MLhfmtp Jb^jm^ 
hym in to good Rewyll and Lernyng that I may verily jcnofiir 
he-dcKh hya derer 1 wyll geve hym^x m'rs for hy« i^bor, fiir 

I tad leu' he wcr fayr beryed than !<^ for de&ute. • - . 
Jt'm to fe who many Oownya CleniSt hath. ' " '^ tf\ 
And the thatbe bat late tiem be reyfydi . -• ' -^ -^-'^ * - 
He bathe- achdrt grcrieOo*irric. ' 

Aiid achbrt mufterdfevelers' Go^nc wet' lieu' reyfyd. 

And achort blew-Gowne yVwas reyfyd *and mad of afyde 
Gownew^hiia I was laft at London. ^ 

And f afyde Ruffet Gownc furryd w* bevyr was mad this tymc 
ijyer. 

And afyde murry Gowne was mad this tyme twelmoneth. . 
It'm to do make me vj Sponys of viij oucte of troy wyghl 

well facyond and dubbyl gylt. 

' . . • ...» - . ., 

And fey Elyzabt' Pafton that (he muft ufe hyr felfc to werke 
redyly as other Jcntylwomen don' and fuVhat to helpe hyr 
felfe ther w*. 

It'm to pay the L^dy Pole •• • xxvj* vfij'* for hyx bord. 

. . And 

- * ' •- 

r 

F«om chcft -Memomnila we imv toUc£t rhair lief Sds Ckmeat P^i^oii, 'who was born 
in 1442, had iilready been at Cambridge, where be had been negli^^nt of bis Learning, 
awiwbtiehtdbeefipfoperlyioiccacd,' ' • " •. :"i:'- , '^^ *! ' 

He was now under the tuition of a Mr. Greenfield^ in London, to. whom his Mdther 
bc^ein^tegat^s •proper authority ro coi^id him, wfth • rdwald \n hand arid »e promife 
of a grcaler if be (hall be fuficefful, , ., • ,, ^ • .. r , 

Clement^s wardrobe feems wcl' furniflicd wuh Gowns. Elizabeth Pafton, her Daughter, 
was at fhiv dme between ao and |b yi^nra did, and feems 10! be; brougMr up lA ftij &«iik 
of f^dy Pole, where, though ihe paid for h^r board, (^ was employed \^ needle woriis 
of Yarions Unds^ Iforan explanatioti^multerdeTeMr^, fefe N6tc '1 p. i^. VhV.ll}'^ 

This 


X. limlSkf (*«} CteoAAdi tludr.if ke . will :talae upon lildk to 
Vrbg kirn into good Rule and Leftraaig, tiMt I iniqr i^rflf kcntifi 
hc^idoch hU esdcaifbur, I will give him lo Marks {6J. i y. 4J.) 
for hi8 labour, for I had lever [ra/Jber] he were fwl/ tmrifcd 
than loft for default. 

Item, to fee how maoy Gowns Qement hatb^ and they that be 
iMure, let them be raifed, [kt tbem bave a new ^ n^fet upon tbemJ\ 

He hath a ihoct green Gown. 

And a (hort raiiilerdevelers Gown, i^wbicb) were never raifed. 

And a fhort blue Gown, that was raifed, and made of a fide 
Oown, when I was laft at London. 

And a *t fide Ruflet Gown furred with beaver was made this 
^&netwo yeart. 

And a fide Murrey Gown was made this time twelvemonth. 

item, to do make me [get made Jbr me^ fix Spoons of feight 
fOimces of trqy weightt well faihtooed and doiidile gilt. 

And iay [telJ] Elizabeth Fafton that fhe muft ule herfel^ 
to work readily, ais other Gentlewomen do, and fomewhat ta 
help herielf therewith. 

Item, to pay the Lady Pole 26s. and 8d« for her board. 

This Lady Pole was mod probably the Daughter, or wife of a Son, of^Alichael de U 
Pole, £arl of SofiUk, the father of William Duloe of Suffolk. > 

^ **l ull tbee Jack Cade the clothier means so d reft the CommooweaUh, and 
«< turn it, andy^f a iuv9 m&p »/m iu^ SeeSteevem's Shakfpeane, Henry VI. fart it. 
A& iv. p. 3981 laft Edition* 

t A Side Oown may mean a loo|f one. Snr in X'anefaam^s Acopu^t of Qsce n 41ixa« ; 
%txW% Entfrtainment at Kenelworch Gallic 1575% The Miaftr^l'* **OG|wn h|id/<^, 
[i. e, long] fleeves down to the mid-leg/' t ' . » 

The Gown however defcribed by Mrs. Pafton, appeam r^her to hi^Te been .she 
Sib-pea):. Latendis reflis, ic. ad latera tegenda. Lumbark * Coga« See JUubcn^ 
Clol&nuroft 65. JElfr. Glofll p< 68 and 69* A Gown.to oover the Jtdts or Iptns. 
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' And if Orenefeld have do wel hys devcr to Cldnet or vtjU dor 
hjB devcr gefFe.hym y* Kd>yIL 

* Autograph, FI.ai.N'i^. 
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' To the Right worjhtpful and nvith al myn bert rigt ^ntierly 

welebiloveJ Brcye* the Vifcount Beaumont. 

RIGHT worfhipful and with al myn hcrt right entlerly 
' welc bilovede Brothre I recomaunde me unto yow and for 
fomoche as by the Kings mofte noblez Trez brought me late by 

HagreftoQ 

. ThU Letter requires ibme-previoM explanfttioa from our EngUfli Hiftory, beiore \K 
can be properly underftood. * 

The Duke of York, jn 1456, having not yet openly aflertedhn right to the Crowift:; 

iJic Queen's Party, though informed of hU intentions on ihat.head, could not take fuch 
ftcps, as if his deligns had been more apparently avowed. 

. The King however, in the fummer of thiB year, (car Letters to? the Duke, and toibe 
Earls of Safilbury and Warwick, requiring ihera to meet him at Coventry, on matters of 
State. *' • /•' 

They were firfpidous of the Queen, however they fct forward§» but either on the 
road, or at their arrival, their EmifTaries informed them, that they- were in danger- 
whereupon they immediately feparaccd and departed. 

I Foreign Affairs, during the greatcft part of the year 1457, Icept both Parties rather 
quif t, but in January, when domeftic difputes were again ready to break out, endeavour^ 
were ufed for a reconciliation, and the King wrote, with his own hand. Letters to the 
Duke of York, and his Friends, rcqnefting them to repair to London, iff order to have 
all matters amicably and fincerely adjufted. 

This- Letter, from the Earl of Salilbury lo Vifcount Beaumont fcems to have becv 
written in anfwcr to that received by him from the King, and fent to the Eail by one of 
his Highnefs's Grooms of his Chamber. 

It appears by this Anfwer, that the Earl was fearful of putting himfcff (at le ifl till ho 
had confulted his Friends) into the King's and Queen's Power, and therefore feigns 
himfclf very fick ; but at the iamc time he fcerai coafcious that his ficknefs will not Be 

believed 


' H E N R/Y';"Wi ^ 

? And Mi One^nfifild .hajre dQne well hb devoir tx> .Qemeat^ 
or will cib.hii devoir, give him the nob}e, (6x. 8</.) 

» AGNES PASTQN. 


\.M. 


«**»^«w*> 


'L E T T E R XXXVr. 

* • • • 

J 7i /i6'^ J2/]^i&/ nvorjhipful^ an4f 'with aH mine heart ^ right entirely 
well beloved Brother^ the VtfcQunt Beaumont. 

TT)' IGHT worlhijpful, and, with all mine heart, right exk-^ 
Xv tircly wclV beloved Brother, I recommend me unto you; 
and for fo much as, by the King's moft nobleft Letters, brdught 

bclicvo^ 10 l^ ifo.bad as he kad rcprefcntcd it, £y ttie particuhr cace he takes to exprefs 

himftlf conc^rAlnglr^ * • 

« NotiCOAtcDC with this reprr ientat|mi^ he tikewife refers his Lordflvp to another Perfqn 
to vouch the truth of*ity not indeed to Hagerltoh, the King's mclTenger, who brought 
him the Letter, but to one Robert Danby : and I think it may be concluded, that hod 
Ms illneis' been Teal, he would have thought tliat his word and honour as a Nobleman 
would have been i fufficient confirmation of the truth of his aiTcrtion. 

jHisiears,JboWCTtfi werrcenaiAly well grounded, confidertng the fnare he had efcaped 
when lad fummoned ; but it may be fuppofed, that, on a meeting or coufultation between 
him and the Duke of Yorki it was determined that they would both attend. 

All our Hiftoriaas agree that they came, though accompanied with armed followers ; 
and the next Letter written by William of \Vorceftcr, and dared ift of February, mentions 
(hefo Noblemen as then arrived ^ {b that very foon after fending away, this Letter, the 
Earl mull have altered his plan^ 

la confequencc of this attendance, a public and ffKicious recoiiciHaiion -took placer, 
about the latter ^d-of March, or <hc begiiHiing of April ; and in a procellion to St. Paul's • 
Church, the. Earl of Salifbury went hand in hand with the Dukg of Soroerfct, immediately 
btfore the king. * * 

' The diredlion of this Letcer from an avowed Yorki (I, is very p^rticulari and toeing 
written to a Npbleman in Office about the King's Perfon, and a ftii^l adherent 'to tHe. 
Houfif of f ^ Acaftar, thc*friendly addrefs may julUy be fuQ^c^edof wanting iTjU:C!ky ; but 
.both thcfc Noblemen beuig Knights Companions of ihc moft noble Order of the Gaiter, 
this brotherly mode of addrefs was ufgal. ,. . ' 

This V'ifcount Beaumont, was flaiu in the battle of Northampton, fought July 
.l^6p, and was thp firft of that titk by patent in England. ' ^t 

' U 2 ,.' . . l^ 
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HagreftoQ ooit of yt Otomtt of\M Cfaamliie, I am dbfiMd^ it^ 
come unto his HighnedTe to Losdon^ Whanuito Ibr liichf gntu 
Vdu8 £feas asid tnfifinitee», as it Iiatfa liked oore Loid to Tiiit 
me wkh, ^Rpfaeref Rebt Da»by^uaat brge dfrhrre imto yMg» J 
caa ne mowe difpofe* me, wkbouc ftyoyngi by die tsouth I 
cme unto the King but "f therby I doubt noty, I ihulde noti 
Vekever, daieflt of my lyfe fuehe imrt, aa by the xeaf<m cf ^^ 
{aid difeaS) wolde gtow unto me^ the which hath, riglt fervently 
and ibre hcrfden me in ttanf dUr*fi» b^alveSi ' fa y* iAtpj kft 
corny ng firame London^ I bad not by y* ^pace of ^ daiaa t^gidtcTj. 
my hekh^ 

Wherfore brothre I pray yow vMx al myn hool' herf, y* it 
like yow to cal tofore yow, the Cud Robt Danby and X6 take of 
him y"^ Tray tfottth in* y^ premlffesif and j^wp9a to bee mj 
goode and tendre moyen» as by yo' wy£lome can bcft bee 
thought convefiable, unto the iOngs goode grace^ for thexcufe. 
of my ndwn eomy'ng, * p^yng yow hertly; «a -e^iye «e by 
comers bitwen fuche tidings as ye Ihat have ia tl»a p'tiez^ jsiixk' 
othre your good plcjj' to bee p'fourmed at my power aS' 
knoweth oure Lord,, td whom I bifechej to ever have yow in his 
blifled p*teccon and ke];Hng« 

Wryten at Shirrif hoton the x:ittiij day of JanuarV 
♦ Yo' trew brodir wich prayth you herttely to excuTe me loy 
Kings Hcghnefle. 

* Ricb^trd Nerilc, Earl of Saliftiny9.6th€r of tlu Earl of WarwIcV, was a principal 
promoter of tlie J>uke of York's precenfions ; he was a Nobleman of great ChanuSler, and 
•f confummate PrudthoS* and A!/*liriet| .but b^iiig taken ^rifoocr at the battle of Wake- 
^U| in Deccmbtx 1460, he was b^headedt 

^ . 7ke 


me late by HagreAon, one of the Grooms of bis Chamber, I aov 
«tefir«d tofppc ttinobii Higbpe^ .19 Lmdo9» 

Wbereunto for fuch gfievous difeafe and mfirtnities as it tlath^ 
Kked our \i^^ Go vifit me wit^, wlii^f «^ J(43b«5 ,Pf**V ca^ at 
krge declare unto you^. \ caa ne mowe \nor mdy"] dlTpofe mc- 

hut that t3Mf«l>7!} dflsl* 9«(;k I;^«u^d f^,mftf/pr^^ of biy^' 

unto me; the \rfuch hath righr fi^nK«At]jr Aftd. ^9,^fl)4^. ija^ i^it 

■lamiotij I h«d not, by tbe ffiKf ^of iTiy/dAj^ii .tpgothtr*. »y hi^althj 
' ' Wkjoefiire^Bfcih^ri I ptay jaujmtl(.fdl' ntvi^ inrj^l^ ^^^i t^ thar 

it Uke you to call uAii^i^fisltiiikifi h^ ^isbm^Jif^^ jts^.to't^ 
4l^ Jtimi die aitdf^.'txoxh>' in. tbe ftmttiSui.aod^ tbersttfiPB to be' 

^4iK>ugfatt C0Qveaidblfi jmto; iS»JSdo$*B good 4$m»» JTot: .tlie e^ 
oufe of my none comiiig ; praying you heartily to iieftify f^ hj 
4Mn(cnr&il>tt9Mcn9 .fu€bi t]4ibg» aft } e^ i^H . have in', th^tp partsi 
with odier your good pleafure to be per&rmed itiJny pQwer> m 
^knoweth our Lord, to whom Lbeieeoh to ever have you iohia^ 
blelTed protedion and keeping, 

Writtea at Sheriff Huttoo^ the z^ik day o£. Jai^qary . 

^ Your true Brother^ which prayetfa you heartily 

' to extxsk me to the KiugV Highaefa,. 

ShcTarHaitDD,,Tueaay-24t]i of January, » R, SALISBURY. 

1457-3, 36 H, VI. 

The copclufifto ^froni ikf wpirds.*^ Yo' tnjw^ to.) and/SigivUvf^of this Letter- are 
written by the Earl himfcif, the'other pant of it hf hit fecretary. PU i « >)'' xo^ . 

The ImprtBoa of the Seal U de(l|;ecl. 

* For a Fac-Simile of the condudiAg fjUt of tMt LeCttt U l¥c LaAd wx'itbg of ^he 
Earl| fee PL xv. Nm. 
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to my Ryght Worjhypfiil Maft- 'S\ '^obn Tafiolf. ' •' 

RYGHT Worflxy^full S'. and my ryghi gode Maift' I 
recomaund me to yovr yn my full humble wyfe. 

t 

* ' Pleafe yow to 'VMte as -tO' Nouve4tee$ here both (2kriftofr Bslu 
4ccr wryteth to ydu mtore along* * i!:ii!v; j ;_ : . 

* The Kyng caix(e tte laft weke tb Weftm^ infl the Duk of 
^ Yorke came to Londoiv w^ hys oune houfole oolye io the nohtie 
-of cxl hora as it ysfdyd, Ahk Eflc of; * Salyfburyc ^* iiij.^Kors 
yiiliysic€to^nyeiiij»iciiy^htt»Ad^fq ' 

- Th« Elflke'of i-Som'fec cam? to. London: laft day. of Janyvier 
V'if hors aft<) ioggyth v^hottte llemp.le l^aorei jand the Due of 
^ Exceifar (haUe4)e her;; thys weke w^ a gcete^FeLyfhypaod firoog 
OS ityafeyiU . ^. . : . ,^ , ; :/- - . ,i : . , . » 

The Erie of ^ ^ Warwyke ys^ aot;yhyt cdm'hfcaofe the. wjjnde 
7s not for hyiAi - . - ' ' • i '* 

And 


T 


■ 

The Mk part of th^ Letter to ^r J. FaAolf, mentions thp hddlng of foroe Count, 
and feme othier laar tnstter* of no ^nre«|iiencc» wh^r^in -Velrertoiif F}s1onglly,.aiid others 
;Hrere concerned ; I have therefo^re omiued .Uiat part| and began it wher^ the account of 
jpublic Tranfa^ons commences. * ' * ' 

* ]^ichard'Flabiag.cnt, j&uke pf*yorlf» Uainiit the buttle of Wakefield, in i46o, 

* Jlichard NevHc, Earl 9f Saliibury, taken Prifoner at fhe battle of Wajcefiejd, and 
,t)e^eaded. 

i Henry Beaufort,^ puke of Som^rfet, an aftiv? Commander in the French Wars, was a 
fle.^dy Lancallrian,. and bcin^iriftde pOfguer at th^ I)attle of Hexhami m I4^3» was ilicre 
'beheaded by order of Ed%vardiV, ** 


h A. ,J 


^* Henry Holland, D.uke of Ea^ctcr, married Aant, Sifter of Edieard IV. but nlirayi 
-.:-•- •— ' - i . - adhered 
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Tc mf ItigBt Wirftttffal. Md/htt l^ir yo£n Fajiolf, 

» • • 

RIGHT WorOiipful Sir, .and my right good Mafler, I 
re^oAmend me to' you in .my full humble wife. 

• Weafe'ybu to wete, as to Novelties* here beings Chriftopficr 
* Barker writeth to you, more along [at length.^ 

The King came t^e laff weet to "Weftminfter, and the Duke' 
of ' York came to London with his ovn Houfehold only, to the 
number of \^6 Hbrle, as It is faid i the ilarl of * Salifbury with 
400 Horfe in his Company, four fcore Knights and Squires. 

• The Duke of ' Somerfet cathe to' London (fbe) laft day of 
January with 20ct Horfe, and lodgeth without Temple Bar/ 

And the Duke of * Exeter fhalT be here this week with a great 
Fellowfhip and ftrong, as it 'is faid. * 

The Earl of ^ Warwick-is not yet come, becaufe the wind is 

^her€d to theHoufir of Lsmcaftfer. After the battle of Barnet, in 1471, he took the 
San^uary at Weftminiler ; from whence he privately efcaped abroiCd, where 'Be lived in 
great poverty and diflrofs. It i» faid that his body was fimnd m tJ^yj^ upotf the Tea 
iborcy oi) the Coail of Kent. * '• 

* Richard Nevilc, Earl of Warwick, had been appointed Admiral of the Channel, 
fee. hd iVH jr a turbulent andfad)!iout Nobleman, and Was flaih iri the battle of Barfter, in 
in 147 r» fighting agarnft Edward IV. The Duke of York and the Earl of Salifbury 
were coir.e, and the Earl of Warwick was cominj^ to London, at the invitation of the 
King, in-order to effcdl a general fecoacUia(&otv;thefe as wtU as the N6blcmen in tMc 
King's intereH were allowed armed followers*- 
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And tke Duke of Excels takytli a grete dkpleT that my Lord 
Warewjke occupjeth hj$ office and Cakjth the charge of the 
kepy'g of the fe^llppon hfhi. 

It'm as for tydjng of beyend fee I hyre none certeya but 
Ihat the Vicvdk Kjng AnAdc . hafe mary ed hjs Dooghl* to the 
Kyng of ^ HuBgeryet whych had the defcomfytur ttppon the 
,Turk8» and the feyd Kjag y« deceied wythyane thya vj wekes 
^or the fpoufelle was made» hut he o;deytfed or he dyed that the 
j&enfli Kjngs I>ought' Ibuld be named Qwene of Huogerye 
during hyr ly tfc. 

Rygt. Worihypfull S'. I befeche the blefTei} Trinite hafe ybw 
yn hys gouv'n^ce. 

Wrete at London the fyrft day c£ Feu'zer A^ 36 R H vj. . 

MdreoYcri pleai^ you to wete that Wiilia 7 Canyngs the 
nVchu'nt wryteth an aunfuer of your IVe. , 

I truft iit (hall be the betf for your wijtyng. 

My Broy' p'my tted me a certeyn fom^e when I maryed and T 
(hall hafe it of my Suft' yflF I may. 

W hQble rv'fte, 
f W. SKocotttri Mt f^atttOt^. 

BuU^i Head mi St9U 
PI. villi N^ z. 

* 
• « • • • 

» • 
* LacBfUus V. fucoeeded m King of Hungwy, ia 1444^ being only five yean 0U9 

4irbeo Huniadei tho Hcgenl defeated the Turk«« 

Hie died by poifon in i4j[7t in the iSth year of hit age^ 1>eii^ then on the p<unt of 

4a:upggc wh MagdiUeni a Princefi of Frittdiy nod Ds»gb«er of Cfaaifes VIL 


not for him; and the Duke of Exeter taketh a great dif- 
pleafure that my Lord Warwick occupieth his officCy and taketh 
the charge of thb Ipeeping of the Sea u|Km him. ^ 

Item J as for tidings of beyond Sea, I hear none certain, but 
that the French King fhould have married his Daughter to the 
King of ^Hungary/ which had the difcoinfiture upon the 
Turks ; and the faid King is deceafed within thefe fix weeks, 
«re ^e efpottfal "was m&de>. but he. ordained ere he died th^t 
tti6 French ^Liog^s^ daughter ihoulil be namfed Queen ef Hoit^ 
gary 4uriag her life: 

Right worfhipf^ Sir, I befeech the hleffed Trinity yft?/ hare 
you in his governance. 

Wrinen ^t London the firft day of Pebmary, jn the ,36th 
year of King Henry VIth.r . . ; . 

Moreover, pleafe you to weet that William ^ Canyngt ^ 
Merchant writeth an ^nfw«r oiF yoar letter ; I troft it (hali^ be 
the better for your writing. 

My Brother promifed me a certain ilim when I married, anJ 
I (hall have it of my Sifter if I may. 

Your HuQible Servant, 

* 

» WILLIAM BOTONER, called WORCESTER, 

Wcdnefd^y^ ift of Ecbruaiy, ' : ; .' I 

2457^, 36 H. VI. : .. . ' n' f . . " 

7 VPiUiam Canyng was a greaf and rich Mercliaot at Brfflsl, fifld the ^rfon who, id 
the /«//^</ Rowley's Poems, is mentioned as his Patron. 

. .••Witiiam Botoher^ ati«% WcA-cellcr, was bom ibova i^i^yjA. V«9end was altrein 
^Ipio, 20 E.1V; Pkii. N^24, • .• • . .4 .'< 

Vol. I. . . --X '^ ' •' " ' tET-' 
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To my Maijt Faftolfat Cajire in bajie. 

LYKE it yp^ maift'^fliip to wyte that as for ttdlogs the 
'Counfell is the for none at y* blake Frircs for y^ cafe of 
, reforting of y' Lordys that are w* inne y*^ toua and at aft'oon* 
at the while Erirera in Fletftriete for y* Lordis w* owte y- toua 
and all ying ihall come to a good concluflon w* God is g*ca 
f^x Y Kyng iball come hidre yis weke and y^ Quene alfo as 
fome men fayn and my Lord * Buk and 3 Stafford w^ hire and 
moche -ppplc. . 

,^My Lord of. ^Caiint'^bury takith^rete peyne up on hym daily 
and will write un to yow y« c'teynte offudie tidings as falle 
and fhuld have i^oox^ or yis tyme £stf for yat he w6lde knowe 
an ende of y* matt'. , : . 

Oy' tidings here ar none fauf my Lord of Exceftre is difplefid 

This and tbe precdliog Letter gire us an account of thofe NoblemcAy who came to 
London in confeqnence of the Kiog^s Letters, re^efting their attendance, in order to 
efiablifh a reconciliation between both Parties. 

' It appears that each Party had a feparate Council, the Lords who were Friends to the 
King, being lodged without the City, meeting at the White Friars; and thofe in the 
Duke of York's intereft, being lodged within the City, at the Bl^ck Friars. ' 

The reafon given is— their mutual convenience ; the real or^ perhaps, political ; 
dbougli as the nieetxngt were h^ at difierent tiroes of the day, the Lords of each Party 
m'ght be prcfent. 

HoHogihed £iy% tiiat the King'« Friends mfH in the Cb^iptet Htmft in Weibnindtr. 

* Humphrey Stafford^ Duke of Buckingham, was (lain in .f he • batfk ofMcucthiimpi^m^ 
m 14601 wkere he conriinasded with the Dukeef Somerfct. 1 
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To my Majler Faftolf, at Caifter, in bajie. 

I IKE it your Mafterflxip to weet, that as for tidings, the 
-J ' G)uncil is, t;he foreooon,. at the Black Friars, for the 

» * - • ■ 

cafe of refbrting of the Lords that are within the town j and, at 
after noon, at the White Friars, in Flcct-ftreet, for the Lords 
without the town ; and all things (hall come to a good conclu* 
lion with God's Grace ; for the King (hall come hither this 
week, and the Queen alfo, as fome men fay, and my Lords 
« Buckingham, and ^ StaflFord with her, and much people. 

My Lord of ^ Canterbury taketh great pain upon him daily, 
and will write unto you the certainty of fuch tidings as i^\ ; 
and fliould have done ere this time, fave for that he would know 
an end of the matter. 

Other tidings here are none, fave my Lord of Exeter i» 

I Henry Stafford, Earl of Stafford, grandibii to the Duke of Buckiogham, fucceeded 
Y\m in 1460 ; and was the prindpal inttnimeot in raiiing Richaird III. to the Throne ; 
but afterwards plotting again ft him, he was obliged to retire from Court, and conceal 
faiinicU; when being treacheroufly betraj^cd, he was taken and beheaded without any 

fomv of trial, in i^^l* 

^Thomas Bourcbier, A rchbifliop of Canterbury, and Cardinal, lived 51 years after 
his Hrfl confecration to t^e Bifhoprick of Worcefler, during 3a of which he filledthe See 
of Canterbury, and died very old in T486» He appears hcie in the Chamber of a good 
TMkXkf ufing all his endeavours 40 forward flie reconciiisttion. 

He ^as a Friend and .Correfpondrnt of Sir John FaOolf. 

-X 2 * difpleafed 
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y^ y« Erie of Warwyk (hall kepe y* fee aad hath y'fore rec^ yis 
weke m^ li. of y ^ Hanup'e, 

The meffcngcr was on borfbak ivhanne I* wrote yow yis 
bill and y'fore it was doon ia hafie and our Lord Jliu kepe 
yow. 

Writen at London y*' Wednefday aft"^ ^ Midlenton. 

And my Lord of Caunt'bury tolde me yat ye 7 ffrenchc, mea 
have ben before yow, and y^ ye (hotte many gonnes and fi> 
he toMe all y* Lords I have defirid hym to move y* Ciounfelt 
for refrefhing of y* toun of Yermowth w^ Huff of ordnance an4 

ft 

gonnea and gonne powdre and he feid he wolde» 

* . * • 

V</ humble S^vamotr 

' i The Hanapcr waft the (MGcc wbcrc the King's Trcafurcs were kcptf anid was a^tW«• 
tknt^ 1 beRev«i another ntme for th& Exchequer. 

* Xh« ikfi.Sumlay m Lent bst^pcned ia Uitf ys^' I4jf7!«8» ^ th^ i9fh. of FeM«0^ 
and Mldlent Sunday on the 12th of March* 


r 
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Unt^ i»y. Rygbt WurcbipfuU Cojyn Mi(tgti Pm^tm yis kttr be 

delyured in bqfie. 

RYGHT Wurchipfull and my mofte beftc beloved Mayftrea 
and Cofyn I Recommaund me unto you as lowly m I may 
cV'mor defyring to here of your gode welfar y* whtche I 

beftche 
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Hff^id^ tllK.titt t jii9 oP Wafwick {h&W k«!p tti^ Sea, and 
&ath therefere received this week lodd. of the ^tianaper. 

..Tiibe vocWtttg^i Wdi (Mi llbriebaek when I wrote you tkts bill,. 
Slid tiieie6>re i( was-ddne kt haftej and our Lord Jefu keep you. 
Wnttea at Irndba the Yftit^iitf after * Midlent. 
:<An^'my Lord vfOuuertrtry tdM me thst ^he ^Fretielmen 
luev9 hdw heSoei ycia, and' ibdt ye ihc)t mady Oiitis, and ^ 
ke tokt sBl' the Locds. 

I h«fe defimd faim to cxscyf e tfte Ceutiieir for ;tfreflimg of the 
Town of Yaf mouth ^rith ftufF of Ordnaoce^ and Guns and Gua>-^ 
fOBmkr^ iaind he iaid be would; 

Tour Humble Servant, 

? JOHN. BOKKING,. 

WedBftTdajTr. '^^ of Sfcrcfir 
1457-8, 36'H. VL 

7 During the year 14579 the French .made, federal .sttempn upon our Coaftt} but 
witbaurmuch efe£l» 

* Joba Bokkingf^ was -one of Sir Jplia Fafiolf *• Houfshold, and die tmprvffim oh tbt 
Seat appears to be a €roat,' though it is difficult to determine it* PI. xiv..N^ 14.. 

Autograph. Ph ni. Nf" 3.5- 
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Vhftr my right njoorJlApfui Coufin, Margaret Pa/Ion^ tits Letter 

be delivered in bqfte. 

RIGHT worfhipful, and my moft beft beloved Miftrer^ and* 
Goufin, I recemmend me unto you as lowly as I may, . 
evermore deilring to bear of your good welfare s the which I 

befeechi 
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befeche Alnjy^thy J'hs to p'f We - yw aod kcpe you tolhta pkCut 
and to your g'cious herts defyre. 

And yf it plefe you to here of my v?elfar I was.iagode hele 
at y* makyng of yis Trc blefled be God. Prtyng you y* it 
pleiie you for to fend me worde yf my £idyr wer at Norwicke 
w^ you at ys Trenite Maife or no and how y^ matyr dothe 
1)e twene my.mayftres. filawnche Wychynham and ihe and 
yf ze fopofe y' it (hall be brought a bowte or no and how ze 
,fele my fedyr yf he be wele wyllyng therto or no^. prayng you 
Jowly y\ I may be recomaund lowly unto my Mayftres Arh« 
laftres wyfe and unto my Mayftres Blawnche her Dowzther 
fpecially. 

Ryght wurchipfuU Cofyn yf it plefe you for to her of fuche 
tydings as we ' have -her y^ Baflet of Burgoyne fchall come to 
Galleys y* Saturday eftyr Corpus Xp'i day as men fay v 
hondred horfe of hem. 

Moreover on Trenite fonday in y' momyng came Tydings 
unto my Lord of Warwyke y^ yer were xxviij** Sayle of Spay« 
nprds on y* Se and wherof yer was xvj grete Schippis of 
Forecaflell and then my Lord went and manned fyve Schippis 
of 'forecaflell and iij ^Carvells and iiij 'Spynnes and on y* 
monday on. y' momyng eftyr Trenite Sonday we mrt to gedyr 

afore 

The Bc^nning of this Letter, after the ufual eomTnendations, refers to a marriage that 
feemed in agitation for the Writer ; the other part gives, a mod particular and curious 
account of a Sea Engagement, in which the Writer was prefent and bord^apart, between 
the Earl of Warwick and the Spaniards ; about which our Hiftorians are much divided, 
^$ to what Naibn the Ships talcen, belonged, &c, 

From this authentic Narrative it appears that the Earl^took fix of the trading Ships of 
Spain, and then was obliged to retreat, and fccure them and him&lf in Calais; the 
ifomtdiatc exchange of Frifoncrs is a curious piece of iDtelligcnce. 

This 


HENRY VL 


>59 


befeech Almighty Jefu to prcferve you, and keep you to his 
pleafure^ and to your gracious heart's defire. 

And if it pleafe you to hear of my welfare, I was in good 
bele [^beaUA] at the making of this Letter, blefled be God; 
praying you, that it pleafe you for to fend me word* if my 
Father were at Norwich with you at this Trinity Mafs or no, 
and how the matter doth between my Miflrefs Blanch Witch* 
ingham and me ; and if ye fuppofe that it fhall be brought 
about or no, and how ye feel my Father, if he be well 
willing thereto or no ; praying you lowly that I may be recom- 
mended lowly unto my Miftrefs, Arblafter's wife, and unto my 
Miftrefs Blanch her Daughter fpecially. 

Right worihipful Coufin, if it pleafe you for to hear of fuch 
tidings as we have here, the Baflet [Emia^] of Burgundy 
{hall come to Calais the Saturday after Corpus Chrifli day, as 
men fay five hundred horfe of them. 

Moreover, on Trinity Sunday in the morning, came tidings 
unto my Lord of Warwick, that there were 28 fail of Ships 
on the Sea, and whereof there v^ras 1 6 great Ships of Forecaftlc ; 
and then my Lord went, and manaed five Ships of ' Forecaftle 
and three * Carvells and four ' Spynnes ; and on the Monday, 
in the looming' after Trinity Sunday^ we met together afore 

This battle was foiight on Monday the 29th of May, 14589 36 H* VL HoUinlhed 
fays this Sea Engagement was fought about Midfummcr 14599 Sec* 

A Commiffion of Enquiry concernbg this Engagement was granted in July 1458. 
' Ships of Foreca(^le were ihtps with Forefbges^ and carried about 1 50 men each $ 

they were the krgeft (hips then in ufe, 

A Barge carried about 8p vofiti^ and a Balynger about 40* 

* Carvels were fliips- of a midd'c (izc. ' 

* J S^)inncs or Finn^Ccs, carried. about 25 men edch. 

' Calais 


i6o O Rial N A It LETTERS. 

aCbre Caleis at ,iiij at y' clokfc? in y« mornyng; and fawz tl^t 
gedyr tillx at y* clokJee and . thcr w? toke v] of Ijer fchippv^ 
^nd they flowe of oure men abpute iiij** and bwt * ij hondred 
of us ryght fof ^ and ther wcr flayne on tljejrr j^'t^ abowte. %ji^ 

and hurt a V hondred of them. 

Andliaped me at y* fyrfte abordyag of us we^tofce ^ Schippc of 
iij' too, apd I was leflc tberin and xxiij mgn w^me juid thei fawztliiS 
fg fox y^ ojir. m^n wer fayne to Ijevc hem and go the * apd .the^ 
coihe they and aborded y^ Sychippc y* I W2^s in ap4 ther I wi^§ 
taken and wasp'lTpnpr wUTjiem vj hpuris and w^s delyv'd.jigayne 
'for thcyr men y^ wer taken befornc aa4 a? m^n fayn^ ther vas 
not fo grct a Batajle upon y* Se yis xl wyntyr, and for fotbe 
"V^e.wer wel^ and trewly bette, and niy Lord hathc feQt £bF 9ior 
fcheppis and lyke to fy:;the to gedyr agayne in hafle. 

Nomor I write unto you at yis tyme but y^ it plefe you for to 
recomaund me unto my ryght Reverent and wurchipfuli Cofyn 
your, hufband and myn ownkll Gourn^y and to myn Awnte 
his wyfe and to alle gode May0ers and Frends where it fchall 
plefe yoii and eftyi: y*" writyng I have from you I fchall be at 
you in all? hafle. 

Wretyn on ^ Corpus X'pi day in gret haft^. 

Be your o>v»ne uml)k S'vant and Cofyn, 

It i by 8 i. 

Paper Mark« 
2gJirs,Hfa4an4Star. 
PI. IX. N°ia. 

* Theie words arc flruck acrofe in tlie,Or'rg>aal Letter. 

5 Is always on theThurrdayafterTnnitySnnday^ which fell this year oq the 28thof M^y. 
^ The Family of Jemegan, or Jemiii$h«^» has been a family of Diflind^iony in Norfolk 
4tl4 ^v^M^t ^ver fioice the Conquefty and at prcfent flouriihes at Cofley ia Norfolk. 

a Joha 
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Calais at four at tbe clock in the mornings and fought together 
till ten at the clock i aqd there we.took fix of their Ships, and 
they flew of oili ihen dBoul foiir fcdre, a^d hurt a 2oo of us 
right fore ; and there were flain on their part about i zo^ and 
liurt a 500 of them. 

And happe4 me^ at the firfl; aboarding of us» we took a Sfaqp 
of 300 ton, and I Was left tbereitl, and 23 men witk me; and 
they fought fo fore that our itien were faiji to leare them 
^ and go the and then cpme^they and aboarded the l^lup.thit I was 
in, and there t was taken, and was pri^ner with them fix hoiii^ 

and was deUvered again for their men that were taken before | 

» . ♦ . - 

and, as men fay, there was not fo great a battle upon the Sea this 
forty winters ; and forfpoth we were well and truly beat, and my 
Lord hath fent for more IShips^ ^d like to iighp to^tlier again 
in hafte- r 

No more' I write unto you at this time^ but that it pleale 
you for to recommend me uoto my right reverend, and woribip* 
ful Coufia your hufbarid,.?ind uiinc Uncle Gournay, and to mine 
Aunt his wife, and to all good' Matters and Frieods, , where it 
ihall pleafe you ; and after the writing. I have from- you, I 
(hall be at you in all hafte. 

Written on * Corpus Chrifli day in great hafle. 

By your own humble Servant and Coi^fin, 
'^^,. Ck.»i ^r. 'JOHN JERNYNGAN. 

Thurfdayt id of June, 
1458, 36 H. VI. 

John J^iM^^^tti app^RTttabavcbad a'comniaQd in tbit* Engagement^ he wns (li)''the 

ipe^igrre) the 6oQja£ JoUJcn^e^gaiif w)io trioi.in«.i474^ and aAamtcLia 14J9) I^bel, 

Daughter and heir of Sir JarvU Clifton, Kt. and died himfelf in 1503. PI. k-i* 9'* $4* 
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To tny Maiji' Fajion. 


* . » 


< I 


I'Recoma'uncl me unto your good Maift^fhip^ and 2A for tidings 
Arblafl*^ come home to my Lord on muMay at fop'tyme 
and my maiilr Danyell is Styward of the Duche of Lancaftre 
by yonde Trent,. and Arblaftr feith he hath made me his Un- 
dirnyWard. And as for the ChamVleynfhip of Inglbnd the Lord 
Beamohd hath it,' and the Lord Rivers Conftablc of Inglond. 

As for the Duche on this fide Trent S'. Thomas Tudenh'itt 
had a jcynte patent w* the Duke of Suffolk, which if it be re- 
fumed S'. Th'oiiias Stanley hath a biUe redy eodoffed theeof. 

My Lord wole not to Leiccftr.. My Maift*^ Danyell defifeth 
yow thedir. ' I* Ihall ride thiderward on friday by tymes. 

Wretyn ifa haft at Wynche the xiij day of May. 

Ip*y yow to thynk upon my mat* to my maftreflc yo^'wyf 
^br my^maftrcflc Anne for in good feith I haf fiilly conquered 
iny Lady ifth ye went fo that X haf hir p^miffe to be xny good 
Lady and that (he ihall help me by the feith of hir body. 

Yo'. S\nt, 

* • 

. I have giyen this Letter as MBtaining feveral ptonotioits to office* in the State, b^t I 
cannot a&ertain the Date. It mufl haf e been, I think, in the litter pait of the re%a 4f 
Heniy VI, ...,'. • : .. 

i • • Slf 
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I, E T T E R XL. 


7i my Majttr Pa/Ion. 


i • I 


* 

I Recommend me unto your good Mafterihipy and as for Ttd« 
ings, Arfalarfter came*home to Imy^ Lord on Monday, at fnp- 
per time; and my Mafbor Daniel is Steward of the Ducliy*of 
Lancafter btQjv^nd Treot^: aad Arbkii%0r.faitb| he, hath ma^ me 
his under4leward« . r « . 

. And as for the Qiamberiaiaihip of England, the Lord Beau- 
mont hath k) aad the Lord Rivers (is J Cpnftable of England. 

A9 for this Duchy on this fide Trent^ Sir Thomas Tudeaham 
had 41 Joint Parent \?ith the Duke of Su^lk, jwhich» if it be 
refumed^ Sir Thomas Stanley hath a bill ready ^ndorfed thereof 
. My Lord will not to Leicefler. My n^after Daniel .dcfireth 
you thither* I ihall ride thitherward on Friday by times • 

Written in hade at Winch, the i3|h day of May. 

I pray you to think upon my matter, to my .miftrefs your 
wifct for my miflrefs Anne« for in good faith, I have fully 
conquered my Lady fince ye went, fo that I have her proqiife 
to be my good Lady y and that (he 0iall help me by the faith of 
her body. 

Your Servant, 

»DENYES. 

Winch, 1 3th of May, 
145—, H. VI. 

Sir Thomas Stanley dic,d in 1458 or 1459. ■ • • 

He was fucceeded by his Son Sir Thomas, who, in 1461, was creiftcd LiOrd Stanley. 
** • Autograph, PI. 1 1 1. N^* 35. 
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f% the worjhipful and ntf right w^behvfd Cojyn John Pajion at 

the temple r or U William Barker at Sutbwerk bey deltied. 

I • • • 

WORSHIPFUL Cofju I coiaauiide me to.yow and wliem 
as I late virote unto yow iaa Fte b^r Henre Haafixt fa\ 
Ifbfr AuidafcSii of my College, I am foore i(etU tberupofer and 
tliat 18 the caufe I write now to semembre yow agayn to mertf 
my Lords of ' Cant'bury and ^ Wynch^re for the licetice to be 
opteined that I might have the mortei(ying witfaowte ony grete 
fyne hi tecompence of my longeTvife coatyoaed and dodn an ta 
the Kyng and to his noble Fader whom God afloiFe aild-neire 
yette* guerdoonned or rewarded. 

And aow fithe I have ordeyned to make the Kyng Founder 
and eu'e to be prayed fore and for his right "noble p'gehitors hife 
3i^ader and ^nncles me tfainketh I flmld not be dthyed of my 
defire but the rather t6be remembrid and Tpedde. ' 

. Wherfore as I wrote un to yow I p y yow acqueynte ine and 
yow for the tathcf fptde here of with a Chapelleyn of my Lord 
ofCaunt^buJ-y that in yo' abfence may reniembre me Jtnd iii 
likie wife with my Lord Chaunceller for feyng the Kyngs difpb^ 

We here |«e, the an^tety of an old msn, wiih'ni:, according to the fuperftition of the 
time, to be permitted to found a College to the health of his Sooi« and his future 
happinef-'* 

' Thomas Bourchier. 

^ William de Wftiflflect. 

ficpn 


£r B N: R Y < :Sfk'i » t6^ 


9 • 

* « 


L E T T E R XLL 


» • • • 


J'i? the viorfhij^ul^ andnff right ivell beloved Cot^n^ Jobn Pajlon^ at 
the Temple^ nr to Wttliam Barker^ at Soutbwark, be, this delivered. 

WORSHIPFUL Cbufin, I commend me ta ^0% and 
whereas I late wrote isnto you^ in a Letter by Henry 
Hanflbn, tor the foundatioQ of my CoHege ^ I am fore fet 
thereupoa ; and that is the caufe I write now^ to remember you 
again to move my Lords of ' Canterbury and ^ Wiochefter for 
the Licenfe to be obtained* that I might haive the amortizing: 
without any great Fkie ; in recompence o^ my long fervice^ 
continued; iUAd^ dbne onto the King^ ftnd to hts Aoble Fath«k-, 
whom God aflbil^ aad nt^Kt yet gudpdoned [recompenfedl or 
rewarded.^ 

And now fince I have ordained ta make the King F^vmiitr 
and ever to be ^ayed for ; and for Hifr right noble Progenitors^ 
bis 3 Father and ^ UncDes, methinketh I ihoutd noi be denied of 
jny defire^ but the rather to be remembered and fped« 

Wherefore, as I wrote unto yotf^ I pray ydu^ acqii^t me 
and yOti, for the father fpeedhereof^ with a* Chaplaiq, of mY 
Lord of Canterbury* . that in your abfence may. remember. m^ 
and in IHce wife with my Lord Chancellor ;. for feeing thr 

1 Henry V. 

« Thomas Dttke oC-Chirence, flkin in France in- 1421 •■ 

John, Duke of Bedford^ died :it Rouea, io 143$* ^ 

U\nnt>kry, Duke of Olouceilert murdered at Bur/i ia 1446* 

a . King> 


t^. 
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ficon and sdfo lufe un to the edyfyeng of God U f^Tice k mygtit 
in noo bettyr tyme be mevid, &c. 

» - _ 

' My Lord of * NorflF i$ remevid* from Framlyngh*!!! on footc 
to gob to Walfyngh^in and deily I wayte y^ he wolde come hidre. 


» « 


«i J ^y si- 
Paper Mark, 
BuU'f Head and Star. 

' PI. viu. N- i; 


Your Co(yn, 


'. I 


t • 


i John lAowbray^ Duke of Norfolk, on a pilgrimage to Walfiogbam. 


. 5tf «y ry^^^ viorfiiffuU Unkk arid mfRygbi ^ood Mafitr Syr 

John Fafialf Knygbt, 

RY G H T worlhipfull Unkull and my Ryght good Mafter, 
i recomaund me to vow wyth all my fervys. 
And S'' my Broy' Pafton and I have comcned togeder as tou?- 
chinge to yoT « Colage y^ ye wold have made,, and S% hit ys to 
gret a good y* ys axed of yow for youfe lycens for they ax for 
cv*y C TtiTC y* ye wold amortyfe D mVcz, and woll gcfe hit 
lioo better chepe. 

And S'. y told my brother Pafton y* my. Lady, of * Bargeveney 

hath 

' This b Che College, which Sir John Failolf intended to ha^e founded at Citifler, by 
Varmouth, in Norfolk. 

* Elizabeth, Daughter and heir of Richard Beauchamp^ Earl of Won:cflcr^(Son and 

heir 
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Kliig*8 DtfpofirijOQ, and alfa hU, unto the edifying of God's 

t 

fervice, it might in no better time be moved, &c. 

My Lord of ^ Norfolk is removed from ¥ramlinglum on foot 
to go to WaUingham, and daily I wait that he would come hidier. 


Caifter, 

x8th of Nprember, 
Before 1459, 38 H« VI. 

^ Autognpb. PI. II. N'' 15* 


Your Coufin, 

« JOHN FASTOLF. 


V 


t E T T E R XLII. 

To my right worjhipful XJncle^ and my right good Majler^ Sir 

John Fq/iolf^ Knight. 

* « # « 

RIGHT worfhipful Uncle, and my right good Mafter, I 
recommend me to you with all my fervice. 
And, Sir, my Brother Pafton and I have communed together as 
touching to your * College that ye would have made, and Sir^it 
is too great a good [Sum^ that is aflced of yOu for ydurLicenfe; 
for tliey alk for every 100 marks that ye would amortife [Jettle 
hy the Jiatuti of Mortmain^ 500 marks, and will give jk ^loo 
better cheap \grant no better bar gain. \ ^ 

And Sir, I told my Brother Pafton, that my Lady * Abeiga- 


< .... 


bcir orWilliatn Beauchanap, Lonl Bcrgavenny,) aiid wife rf Sfr EAi^arft NcVile, a 
younger Son of Ralph, firi^ Earlof WeflmorUod, who by thii marriage was fammdncd 
if Lord BcipiTcnnj} m r4^6. ' * • • 

venny 


I .' • *• » .\a. 


Al 
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for her p'petuelt fay itoy Brother Darcyea aad q^y Uakle BFok#f<* 
bytaf meaacs for they were her ExecutVs^ and they acorded 
for -^ ittcmey^Hd ^fe a cc or ccc'mVc, as ycy; n^yzt acord for a: 
Preft 

And for y** ^^ Suerte y* he fliuld fynge in y* fame abbey for ev% 
The^rhad man^»of^gocd valew bounden to fuch pYones as plefed 
y? fayd Barth'n Brokkelby -and my Broy' Darcy^ y* /: fayd 
rvyfe'fliulde be kept. 

And for lytell moore yen y* Kynge axed hem for a Lycencc 
y'y went thorgh w* y* fayd Abbots. 

And y hold this wey as fure as that other, ye may cornea w^ 
yourc Councell therof. 

And yf y' be any f 'vyfe y* y can do for yow hit £hall be 
rcdy at all tymcs w* y' g'cc of God who have yow in his 
kepynge. 

Wry ten at Londd y* xvij day of JuylL 

Yo' Nevew and Servnt, 

Two I^les within a lozenge mieldj 


fotpjOMiilcd by a. Coronet. 

N» 1 


% « • 


PL IX. N^ 13- 

9- It 18 8 gvnorafly itcesTec^^pimott- tHat tlie Prieib were the mofi «xoi4)kant inthck 
Amanda on crtry occafion, but bcr€ it fecms othcnvife, for the Kinj (^r bis MiniJltrs)^ 
fcquued 500 Marka for a Licenfe ibr every 100 Marks that were intended to be feuled ill 


It apjpears, however, fcy thia Letter that Contraas iniglit be made with the Abbots, 
4^c.4>a<a«ffh,mpnB «io4c/ais terma, for th/s perfomiaate joi Maii^ fcc* a^d eaiiaUvr 
jBacure, evrn.wlthouf the King's Licenfe. tx ^! 

We ar£ here JAforned that a demaad had been made ufoa the Easec^tfors of Lac^ 

BergavenAj 


HE N R Y VL. o i4ft 

venny hath in diverfe Abbeys in Leicefterihtre, &Yca or eight 
Priefb flnging for her perpetually, by my Brother Darcy's and 
my Uncle Broke(by*8 means, fbr tiiey were her Executors ; and 
they accorded [agreed] for ^ money and gave a 200 .or jpo 
marks, as they might accord [agree] for a Prieft. 

And for the ^Surety that he fhould fing in the fame Abbey 
for ever, they had Manors of good value bounden to fuch Per^ 
ions as pieafed the faid Brethren, Brokelby, and [n^ Broihar 
Darcy, thaX the faid fervice Ihould be ksjpt. 
' And for little more than the King ifked tbevi for a Licenfej 
they went through with the faid Abbots. 
' And I h6ld this way as fure as that other ;^ ye.iftay cominwe 
with your Connfel thereof, ' 

' And if there be any fervice that I may do for you, it (hali be 
ready at aU times with the grace of God, who bav€ you in his 
keeping.' 

'Written it LondoD, the 17th day of July.* 

• ■ • • . . 

Your Nephew and Servant, 


« * 


J HENRY FYLUNOLEY. 

1 

l^ndoii, 17 th of Jvly. 
Before 1459, 38 ti. VI. 

Bcrgavenny •€ nearly as much Money ^ for a Ltcen/e tofauud^ as it adually took to fouad 
a Service for licr, 
^ lliis 18 a curious fa^, as it fliows us how fecurity was given by the Abbies, &€• to the 

Parties contraAing fbr a Mafs or Service, that it fliould be continued for ever in the fanlc 
Abbey, &c. 

• s tie appears from other Letters to have been a Lawyer, a^d was conneAed with the 
Pafloas, ice. by marriage. PI. i ii. N^ 36. 

This Letter was written during the latter part of the life of Sir John Faftolf, perhaps 
not long before his death, which happened in I4$9* FK xiv» N' 12* 
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• 


• • • i 


« « f 


It e 4: X e » . j^itnuj. 


./:. ' %p.m^fyUJ^maU gode fdaijler John Pa/ion. 


I . • 


t f i' 


\^ tOR8Hl«FULL <&» aod mj full fpecaall goode MaiOer 
VV after humble T^aioehdaciQa Plcsife it. 70U to un4er* 
Aind-tliaf Aidh-f>ric< a«-i eanxloo.to yo^pkifr a» tp my^ uader- 
(bndyng I have fliewed^my dligeoce oowe tlu8..i|iorte^ea£bo 
iifKdii'^ (!to|f)tyii^,. wnd in <rpeciall aboute iuchc a capK of a 
* Foundadon as yo' Maiflerihip com*attiided me to gete yda « 
tople ofi'ol'^e #hieh I fdnde uotoyou at tbie xpnt by m'y 
Broder WHHmi' Wctfceilre- 19 c^es writea by Lul^et, bocaoT^ | 
had no leifr but fomoch befenes in fettyng forth my M^iiftr of 
the Rolles at this tymtzt^ in all ^a Kyj|g4 deifs ya qai^'have 
noon oder accordyng any thing to yo^ entent 

And as Ifor the names of the Poles, William hath more 
writyng than'ye aad'I C6ude fynde foundon by labo"^ made by 
hym and me. And alfo S^ he hath cau&d md to examyn^olde 
and mpny Records writen by fome Frenfhman conc*nyng the 
Manour of Dedhani that was a comborous labour for thefe copies 
were full defedif as it apereth by the corre^yng of thorn.* 

r 

It\ 8% I may fey to you that William hath gooa to Scole to a 

Lumfiard 

* ... 

This Letter is chiefly curidufl for the acoouot whtck it gtres tt#«f WiUWiti Worcefier*i 
dttemtoa'to Learning and fondnefs for Poetry and Books. 

2 We 
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Er B T T E R : XLIU. 

• T(^f^ftdlJ^cial good If^qfier^ John P,aJioni 

f - ♦ 

WOaSHIPFUf..Sir,. and my .fiOl fpe«jal goqd Maft<^»^ 
after humble recommendat^CMi, pleafe it you to uader- 

• • « 

il«nd,^that fuch fervice as I caado to your pl$^fur^| J^.t(| 
mine underftandingi I have (hewed my diiigeuQe now the ihort 

Ceaibp fiace your departing^ apd iafpecial, about fuch, a .PpyP7 

_^ * * ■ jk « . 

of a ' Foundation^ as - your mafter&ip commanded ine jo get 
you a Copy of ; of the which T fend unto yqu a^ this time^ by;. 
my Brothct William Worccfter, three Copies written by t^ikeC 

■ • • • • T 

becaufe I had no leifurei but fo much bufinafs ifi fettii^. fiyrtli^ 

• ' » . . . « 

(^ my Mafter.of the Rolls ^ at this time, and in all this Kiqg's 
days ye can have none other according any .thiii^ to your 
intent* 

And as for the names of the Poles,. Williaioi batb mor<f 
writing than ye and I could lind^ foupd by labour made by jbim 
and me. . , 

And alfo Sir, he hath caufed me to examine old and manjr 
Records written by feme Frenchman concerning the Manor of 

Dedhatn^ that was a cumberous labour, £3r theie Copies were* 

.J . '' . . • • . . • * • • 

full defedivp, as it appeareth by thecorreding of them, 
;^.,Item, Sir, I may fay to you, that William hath gone to 

We find) too tHatthe Archbiftiqi^f Camerbury^ TbojdatBouncbtGr^ piiflfiteJ tht.^irtrf 
fion of hunting, &c« 
* Jot Sir J. Faftolf •« College at Caifta-. , . ; ' : ■ 

.'• . , Z ? iDchool, 
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XAinibar4 calUd Karoll Giless to lem aad to bered in pqdtre or 
^ in Fre^,.!flFdr he hath byaw* the fame Carol! jcu'y dey iy 
tymcs or iij. : And hath hought diu's Boks of hym for the 
which as I fuppofe he hath put hymfelf . in daui\ger to the 
fame Karoll. I made a mocion to William to have knoen part 
of his befines and he anfvcrcred and feid that he wold beais glad 
arid as feyn of a good Boke of Frenfh or of Poetre as my 
Maiftr Faftolf wold be to j^'chace a faire Manoir and therby 
* I underftand he lift not to be comynd with all in fuch maticrs- •- 
It'm,* S^' as for any tidings William' can tell* you here at Loh'^ 
doiti ar but full fewe, but Henry Bourgchier is ded fodcnly at 
Ludloyre, my Lord of Caunterbury and my Lord * Boargchier 
Aall. be this wyk at Hunnefdon and hunte and fporte theym w* 
$^/to'iabi Oldhall. ^ ' - 

— « • ' • * . • / . . " t . ' * . ; • ' » 

At tnis tyme nothyng els to yo' maifterfliip but and itpleafc 
you to'r^membre my maift' at yo' beft leifer wheder his old 
p*mifc fhall ftande as touchy ng my p'ferryng to the Borcflied in 
Suthwerke Sir 1 wold have byn at a noddr place and of my 
maiflirs owun mocion he faid that I fhold fctt uppon the 6oref-, 
hisd iri the which matier I reporte me to William Worceftre; 
Bokkyng and Will'm Barker and moft fpecially to my maifters 

awun remembraunce. 

' * ' > '\ ' • • , . • 

1 know full well thcr can n noo conclufiori be takeh to myn 
afaylef w^but helpfe* of your inaifferfiiip unto the i/^hich I SxVivf 
fubmltttmeih thJs ihd in all oder- '* And our Lord Jhu pYerTC 
yoti ami all youres and fend yoa yoiir herts deiire w' right. 


^ In 1461, he WM created Earl of £l|e3u "^ 

Writen 


% ■ , ♦ ' » 
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SifaDcflw to a Immbnd catted Rcat^i Giles, to leara and to 'be 

* • V 

read in Poetrjr, or elfe in French, for he hath been IKpith the 
ikmc KaroU every day two times or three'; and hath bought 
divert ^Beofct so£ him, for the which as I fuppofe, he hath put 
himfelf in danger [</f^/] to the fame Karoll. 

I made a motion to William to have known part of his bufx- 
nefs, and he anfwered and iaid ; that he would be as glad and as 
ftyn of a good Book of French, or of Poetry as my Mafter 
Faftolf would be to purchafe a fair manor; and thereby I under- 
fland, he lift dot to be cbmmuned withal iti fuCh matters. 

Item, Sir, as for any tidings, William can tell you, here at; 
London are but full few, but Henry Bourchier is dead fuddenty 
at Ludlow; my Lord of Canterbury and my Lord * Bourchier 
mall be this week at Hunfdon, and hunt and /port them with Sir 
Willikni OldhalL 


« . ♦ ' -• • 


At this time, nothing elfe to your mafterfhip, but and \jt pleaie 

you to remember my ^ Mailer at your beft leifure, whether his, 

old prpmife Oxall Hand, u touching my preferring to the 

Boar's Head in Sputhwark; Sir I would have been* at another- 

place, and of my Matter's own motion, he laid that I fhould feti 

up in. the Boar's Head, in the which matter I report me to, 

William )Vorceiler, Bokkmg and William Barker^ syad nj^oii fpe^ 

cially .to my Mailer's own remembrance: I . know CuU WjcU there 

can no conduGoo be taken to mine avi^il withqut help of 

your miifterfhip, unto the which I utterly :frtl?in it meia'thjs, and^ 

all other ; . and Our Lord Jefu prefers you. aod all yours, and 

fend you ybur heart"* dcfire whh rtght.^ ' ' • " ""• ' ' ^ - •' •"• - ■"' " 

WrUtca 
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-•> WriMtt ftt iLottioii ob, fobdfty! nbxt aftfnr £cyai BMlbu^ 6kf> 

In haftv ■..•.«'.• I 

• By your f'vfit, 

II I by 8 1- 

3 AiUograplu PL ih. N* 32. ^ 




* • » ^ 


^W^IN» IIM^— ^^1^— ^M»M^^— ^1»— ,^^11^^1,1^^ 
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It e ic X € » f itf «v 


«• 


I 

.TAo my Rytb wcrfc hamuli Hojeboud Jahp P^on^ in M^^^: 

RYTHE ^Vorchepfwl hofboiid I reco*mawnd. jne .onto' 
yow plcfy th yow to wcte y' on tliorifday'laft was yer. Wer 
browt uato yis towne many Prevy Selis and on of hem was 

a 

Idofyd to yov7 and to Haftynggy^ and to fyve or fexe odyr 
Gctylmen and anodyr wAafct oto yowr fone and idofyd to hym 
/elfe atone and afynyd wythine v^yth yc Kyn^gy^ hbwyn liand^ 
and fo wef bwt fewe y* vrer fcC as it was told me andalfo je vrci 
mor fpecyal termys r hys ye wern T oderys I fey a copy of yoo- 
y* wer fet oto ddyr Getylmc ye rtcixt of *yc Wy tying was y^yfijr 
flhuwlde be tfryth ye Kynggat LeycdSf ye x day of May wytlvzi 

" ' tCOittf 


'. » • ' * 1 V . 


We fee in tU$ JjOitt theioelhod of raWn|; mfn.was;^y icad^ng.a Letter uoder the 
Privy Seal, and ibmtcixnes figned by the Kiag himfel^ commandiiigf the attendaQce of 
tHe^perfeilsflahiedt lit »eefiaiti tihie iitid plitcd^/vith teeny Ist^.-aco^rcGng'ta^therr^^egiteei * 

Thefe Privy Seals feem to have hpfCA ifl^c(^ in, Ap;i|i^ l^^ «hca;the Kiufy ^c. .were 


at 
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B7 your Servant, 


cJ. 


« f 


3i V ,: J L ; V . ^ Hfi»RY W YNDESORE^ 


Sunday^ Augoil, ' 
Before I4$9i 38 H. VI* 

: y Oj^ of 8ir Jolhtt Rffiolf VJiooiidiaACr 


/ ; •,!;.-♦' •. » ^ # • # 


■ 1— ^^— — — 1— f^i— .— — ^— — — — ^iM^a 


• » • » " • • 


I / .' ' { . .1 • { 


X E T T. E R XLIV, 

• •• *» ' • 

To.n^ ri^bt woy]htpfuJ*TtuJband John Pafloriy in kajie^ 


c yte<i^h yoa 4k» wtet^ tbac on Thurftiay Jaft wa^ chfere^ 
were- bimigfat titito. thU town nUn^r-I^iTy' Seak> and ozib of 

other Gentlemen V and another * wm f^rtt uotQ youir Son^ and 
iridoried td'himfelf alone,' knd afRgned [^^^<^] m\xhm ^ith 
the Rmg^B own hand ; and <ib weref but ftw - that W6r« fenli a^ 
it '^s fofd irie $ - and a^, ^bei4 i^eire :m6re^ i^cta! terl(i« iri tfis.' 
than ^ere in others; I iaw a Gopj o# iJiAft TftaT. tiJ^M fetid 
ufeto*'oAfer*<3^ntlfemen'; the Jntefct ef *h^ wridng waa, that 
they (hould be wkh the King at Leicefter the joth day of 

af (^^Atry, raffing ftoaripjj: to. opjpofe tjie pv^c .of Yai;k and the £an of S^Xx^y^j^^. , 
AnAtf Jh P/^ftPftVS<»iitfcift Wi^<yv4 wji'Bi$^14?'ftj^}K xpfg;t« then Tje atout x8 or'^o^ 
jrcar^ of age, 

. May, 


f^6 ORIGINtAL L-ETT.ERS. 

degre and y' yey fchwld bryng wyth bem for ber txfeSf^iai: f\ 
monythts. 

As. for ye lettyr y* wat.Idofyd to yow and to odyr it was 
delyveryd to Welya Yelvjnrtdn for ycr apc^ydno mm of yc 
remwlawnt. . / i - . /; . •: 

Haftynggys is fortbc Tto Yorke fichfc I prey yow y^ yc 
vowchcfaf to fend word I haft how ye wyl. y' yor Sonc be 
demenyd herin-.. Men thy nk her y\ ben jrowr wcl wjljerys y*' 
ye may no lefTe do yan to fend hym forthe. As for hys de- 
raenyng fwn ye departyd I god feythe it hath ben ryth good and 
lowly and dclygent in ovyr fythe of yowre fervawntys and odyr 
thuggys ye whche I hope ye wold abe plefyd wyth and ye had 
be at horn. I hope he wyl be well demenyd to plefe yow 
heraftyrward. ' He defyryd' AlUaftte to bcitt^ne (o yow for hym 
and was ry te bevy of hys 'demenyqg to yow as I (aai jowf word 
aKb be Alblaftcr how I dedc to hym aftyr y^ ye Wer go aod I 
beiecfae yow hariyly y\ye wocUefaf to be bys.god fadyr fijwr.I 
bope he is fchaftyfyd 9nd wil be y^ worker heraftyr. ^ 

As for aUe odyr tynggys at hom I hope y' I and odyr fcfaal do 
bowr part yer ine as wel as we may, bwt as for mony tt corny th 
bwt 0QwIy and God have yow I hys'kepyng apd.ie grow good 
fped 1 alle yowr matteria. 

Wcetyn I baft at NprweceoQ y* So^day next bofpr* y'^ 
» Affencyon day, ... 

• * 

V 

* la 14$99 37 Heo. VL WhitTuiidj^ was tke 13th of May ; Afcenfioa day iht 3d 
<tf May ; the Sunday before, tW %^A of April ; ?nd the Thurfday Wore that,^ th^' 161 h$ 
Theft dates w31 agree with the UxOt meaiioned iuf the Pri^ Se^s for thek attie&dan^e.* 

•• •* ^-. # 
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Mayi wUh as many perfons defenfibty arrayed, as they might 
according to their degree^ and that they (hould bring with them^ 
for their expences for two months. 

As for the Letter that was indorfed to yout and to others, 
it was delivered to William Yelverton, for there appeared no 
more of the remulaunt [^remaining]. 

Haftyngs is forth into Yorkfhire ; I pray you that ye vouch^ 
fafe to fend word in hafte, how ye will that your Son be dd- 
meaned herein. Men think here, that be your well willers» 
that ye may no lefs dq than to fend him forth. 

As for his demeaning fmce ye departed, in good faith, it 
hath been right good, and lowly, and diligent, in overfight 
of your fervants, and other things, the which I hope ye would 
have been pleafed with, and ye had been at home; I hope he 
will be well demeaned to pleafe you hereafterward. 
. He defired Alblafler (o bemoan to you for him ; and was 
right heavy of his demeaning to you, a& I fent you word 
alfo by Albla&er, how I did to him after that ye were gone; 
and I befeech you heartily, that ye vouchfafe to be his good 
Father, for I hope he is chaftifed, and will be the worthier 
hereafter. 

As for all other .things at home, I hope that I and others 
(hall do our part therein, as well as we may ; but as for money . 
it cometh but flowiy, and God have you in his keeping, and 
fend you good fpeed in all your matters. 

Written in hafte at Norwich on the Sunday next before the 

■ Afi:eniion'-day. 
Vol. L a a Sir, 


r- 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS 


S6r I i^ld be ryte glad to he fvrmme gode tydyqggfi 

fr6 yow. 

• Be Torys^ 

iilby4J. 

Paper Mark, 
Buirt Head and Star. 

PL VIII. N' 2. 
hat of the Fq>er Bfini isxttt oft 

^ Autograph* PI. ix. N<> 25. 
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» 

To my right Worfiipjul Maiftris WiWm Teh'ton JujUce John 
Pq/ion and Herr' Filongky and to tcbe of them, 

a 
% 

RIGHT worfhipful Sret I tecomaunde me to yaw ind 
like it yaw to Wete that my lord Cbanncelkr is right 
good and tcndre lord in all your mat'es and foo wil oontymie 
and my lord Treforier in like wife wMche botlien haTe an« 
fwerid Wyndham not aldermofte to hife piefir becanie of lug 
tibifeful langage feyng how he myght haVe noo lawe and that 
my lord Chaunceller was not made executor but for meignteiiSce 
w^ many otbir WOofdis noo ying p'fitaUe ner furtfaeryng his 
entents as for ony p'ticuler maf'es the plament as yet abideth 
upon the grete mat'ea <^ atteyndre and forfetur and foo 

ye 

This Letter, was written at CoventTy, where the Parliament appears to hare met, 
after the Defertion of fome, and the Sunender of others of the Duke of Toil*i Troops 

to 


I 

1 








\ 


HENRY VIr if9 

Sir, I would be right glad to ' hear fosie good tidiagf 

from you.' 

Bf foiirs, 

• MARGARET PASTON. 

Nonnch* 

Sunday, 39 April, 
HS9f 37 H, VI. 


^mi^'^mtm^^^-m.^^m^ 


^r-* 


LETTER XLV. 

To my right watjhipjiil M^^eri, WJtliam Teh^rtj^ jHfiice^^^obn 
Pafion^ and Henry Filongfey^ and tg each rftbefff. 

RIGHT worfhipful Sirst I recommend me to you, And 
like it you to know^ that my Lord Chancellor is a right 
good aod tender Lord in all your matterd^ and fo will contmiie; 
and my Lord Treafurer in like wife^ which hotb have anfWered 
Wyndham not altogether to his pleafure, becaufe of his noileful 

language ; faying how he might have no law, and that my Lord 

'• ♦ 

ChanceUor was not made Executor but for m^ntenance, 5irith 
many other words nothing profitable nor furdbering bis in* 
tentB. As for any particular matters^ the ParIiamen^ as yet, 
isbideth upo& the great mattert of Attainder and Foifeiture^ 

to the Aimy of Henry Vlth* commanded by the Dnkei of Somerfet and Exeter, near 
Ludlow, in Odober, 1459; and though it contains chiefly accounts of a private na* 
ture, yet ai a Lift of thofe there attainted is alRxedi it fetmed worthy of infertion. 

A a a and 


tto OAlOlNAb LETTERS. 

|r'e be quny and divTe p'ticuler billes put iane biit noon 
r^dcje ner couchyng us as nygh as we can herken to whichc 
J^l^yter aod . I atteaden^daily truftyn'g on my lords abovefeid my 
Iprd pVe f^all and . othler good lords and many alfo of your ac- 
i^uayntance and owres that and ony thiog be we (hall fone have 
knowlege. 

,. The chief Juftice is right herty and feith ful wel and kyndely 
of my matft* wlH)m J'hu for his m'cy p'donne and have yow 
in his blefTid gou'naunce Writen at Coventre the morwne aft' 
feint ' Nich*. ' 

And as to money I delyu*ed un to the Undertrefouer a Tre 
f?oii Mil ft' Rlongley and I fonde hym right wele difpofid 
to doo that may pleafe yow in all our mat'es and take noo 
money of hym as yette for we have noo nede to fpende ony 
fumes as yette ner w' gods g*cc (hall not have I come to this 
town of Coventry fuche day feveqyghtas the plement bygannc 
and as for fuche things as 1 coude herken aftyr I fende to Wiirm 
Worcetre a grete bille of tidings to fhewe yow and all 
yeft'day in the mornyng come innc therle of * Pehbroke w' 
a good felechip, and the Ducheffe of ^ York come yeft'even 
late as the bring' ^here of (hall more plenily declare yow to 
whom ye like to gif credence. The Bulbop of * Exceftcr 
and the lord Grey ^ Ruthyn have declarid them ful worihipfuly 

f 8i« Nidi^lof** Dftyi ttk of December. 

* Jafper of Hatfield, half brother to Henry V I. Earl of Pembroke. 

\ Cicely, Daugktcrdf R«lpk Neville, Earl of We(i:moielaAd;ihe was depiiTed of all 
b«r Gocxb, flee. 

to 


tn 


n t!: ?i* h^tk-^.^'^ i|^ 


tflkl fot^here'fee m?irty» and di^^erfe particular bills flit In, biit 
none ready, nor touching us, as nigh as we can hearken, tb 
which Playters and I attend daily, trufting on my Lords abovci^ 
faid, my Lord Privy Seal and other good Lords^ and many alfo 
of your acquaintance, and ours ; that f^any thing be, we fliall 
ibon have knowledge. The Chief Juftice is right well and 
hearty, and fayeth full well and kindly of my Mafter^ whom 
Jefu for his mercy pardon, and have you in his blefled gover- 
nance. Written at Coventry the morrow after St. 'Nicholas. 
And as to money, I delivered unto the Under-rcafurer a Letter 
from Mafter Fylongley, and I found him right well difpofed 
to do that may pleafe you in. all our matters; and tooi: no 
money ojf him as yet, for we have no ixeed to fpend any fums 
as yet, nor with God's grace fliall not have. I came totbU: 
town of Coventry, fuch day fev'night as the parliament began ; 
and as for fuch things as I could hearken aftef, I fend to William 
Worcefter a great bill of tidings to fliew you and all. 

Yefterday in the morning,- came in the Earl of * Pembroke 
with a good Fellowfliip ; and the Duchefs of 3 York came yefter 
evening Ute, as the Bringer hereof fliall more plainly declare 
(toj you, to whom ye like to give credence. 

The Biftiop of * Exeter and the Lord Grey of 5 Ruthin ha^ 
declared them full worfliipfully to the King's great pleafure. 

« George Neville, fizth Son of Richard, Earl of Saliftury, flad bMber«f Rkkard^ Earl 
of Warwick ; he was af^erwardt Archbifiiop of Yprk, 

5 Edmund Lord Grey;, of Ruchtn, afterwards Earl of Kent. 

' Vhtyten 


iSs 
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10 ^he Kiftgs gf fte tiMirt PUytw and I ^^dtea yeu ^ IVe bf Ij^orft * 
yoman for ye Kyogs mouth* 

Your, 

tlie followlhg Lid of thofe of the Duke of York^s Party who were attainted bf 
' Parliament is pinned to the abore Lett«r« 


Tte Due of Tof k 
Therle of Marche 
Therle of Rutland 
JTItcrie of . Warrwyk 
Therle of SaluAurf 
The lord Pow js 
The lord Clyrrton 
9 The Coimtefle of Sarr 
S^;Thcmia8 Nevyle- 
S^ John Kcvjrle 
9. Thorn's Haryngfon* 


S' Thorn's oParrc 
-S'. John Conyers 
S'. John Wenlok 
S'. Wiirm Oldhall 
Edwaid Bourghcter fq. 
A Broy* of his 
Thorn's Vaugh'h 
Thoon's Cobe 
'Hx^maaClay . . 
John Denham 
Thomas Moryng 


JohnOter 
Maiftr Ric tilhex 
Raftyngs and oy* that as 

yet we can no« know 

y*e ntmcft <fcc. 

As for ye Lord Powys 
lie come inne and. hadde 
g'ce as for his lyf but as 
for hife gods ye forfeture 
paflid. 


^ JoliB Bokkittg, was in employment under J. Pafion* PK s 1 1. N^ 33. 


To iSe SygSi Worjhyfifull S", 'John * Berntye fcuier at Cqfire, 
* hcjing, 

RY G H T Worlhypfull S'. I Recom'aund mc to yow 
{Hirefolbw complaints againft Frere Brai/e, &c. concern^* 
ing Sir JcAn Fajiolf^s interment^ affairs^ &c.J 

M for tydyngfs Imw I fende fom df hend wreten to jpu and 

otkyrs 

« Jlrimtemey, Efqutre* appears to have been the Son of John Berneyi by I(abell» 
Daughter and heir of Sir John HeTeninghsm, Knight, and died without ifliiei in 1461. 

a He 


•H E If i Y VU •: «t3 

Pl»7tdr« aod I /^iktwy tRrktta you ft L«Kter by Natfft Teointfi 
lar die King's moidi. 


Your* 


• JOHN BOKKINa 


j^ of T k ttah u, Mca. 

SH. VI. 


7 Alice, D^Hsrhter and heir of Humum Maacif;ue9 Earl of Sali&urft infe of Ridumi 
KMUe, liilier right, Affl of Sililhuiy. 


LETTER XLVI. 

To tbe Right WDtjI^ul Sir, Join *Benteye, Efymre, at Ct^re 

being. 


• A, 


RIGHT WOTihipfuI Sir, I rocommeiMi me to joa* 
(Here follow Complaints again/1 Fryer Brakle^ Gfr. con^^ 
ceming Sir John Fi^lf's interment, affairs^ G?r. fifr.y 

Aa to tydings hcre^ I fend ibme oflF hand, writen to' you and 


He h4d>ferred under Sir John Faflolf, in tbe wttt in Fnnc^, a« aRKm bgr i pnft 
letter where W, Wyitefier fays, *« you had verrcy and £iy tbfull lofe to my Maiftr y» 
** the.yeert and dayet that yc dyd hym Tyice yn the wem and fu2rcd pryfeoment and. 
^ manye a (herp day for hys iake not feward^t** 


\^x. 
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ocl^s. how the iaird .^. Ryvers ^^ ) Antoaye hys Ton and pthyrs 
hafe ^wonne Calix be a feble aflfault made at Satidvv^ by* 
5 Denbam fquyer w* the nombre of viij ^ men on twyefday bet wene 
iiij and v at cloks jti the mornyng but my lady ^ duchefle ys 
ftUle aycn rec'ved yn. Kent the duke of York ys at Debylyn 
ftrengthed w^ liys £rie8 and homagers as ye fhall fee by a bille 
God fende the Kyng viftorle of hys ennemyes and reft and peafe 
among hys Lordes. . . > 

I am rygt gretly hevyed for my pore wyfe for the forow 
ihe taky th and moft leefe hyr and hyr contree. Y (hall tvor. 
thing take from hyr more then a litell fpendyng money 
tille bett* may bee and the blelTed trinite kepe and fende you 
helth Wret at London haftly the monday aft' I departed from 
you 1459, X, 

Your, 

''W. S&^ptoncr, caHefc WptttJict. 

I See Notes f , 41 to the following Letter, N^ zlvii. 

4 1 he ExpreiSon of Lord RWers, Sec. haTiog won Calais, feemt to he meant as a 
(o«cr upon him, as he commanded ihe Ships going to the Duke of SomcHet with Supplies 
to enable him to drive out the Earl of Warwick from Calais^ and take pofleffion of it as 
Ootremor under the King*s Commtffion. 

i John Denhami Eiq. afterwards Sir John Denham. 


1L(C13> 
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others^ how the Lord ^ Rivers, Sir ^ Anthony his Son, and 
jothers, have ^ won Calais, hj a feeble aflault made at Sand- 
wich by ^ Denbam, Efquire, with the number of eight hun« 
dred men^ on Tuefday between four and five o'clock in the 
morning. . But my Lady ^ Duchefs is ftill again received m 
Kent. The Duke of York is at Dublin^ (Irengthened with his 
Earls and Homagers as ye fliall fee by a bill. God fend the 
King vlAory of his Enemies, and reft and peace amongft his 
Lords. — - — 

I am right heartily heavied for my poor wife for the fbrrow 
(he taketh; and muft leave her and her country; I .(ball 
nothing take from her more than a little fpending money* till 
better may he. And the blefled Trinity keep and fend you 

I 4 

health. Written at London haftily the Monday after I departed 
from you, 1459-1 6. 

Your, 


7 W. BOTONER, called WYRCESTER, 

Lcndon, 
Monda^ 
1459, ^8 H. 


Mondajr^ Jjiauary, 


^ ' 4 A^ > ^ t 


.• Cicely, Ducbeft of York. 

y William Botoner, called W)rrccfter, wat botn in or about 141 5, 3 H. V. had fereral 
alpoinunemt under Sir John FafiolFy (who died on St. Leonard's day» 6th of Noyember» 
14599 aged above 80 years^ to whom he was Executor, and was not dead in i48o> 
20 £• 4* PI. II. N^ 2±. 
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• t 

To 'Bis Right WorJhipfuU Brother John P(ffiori it this Pre 


r » 


A? IT E R dewe tccomcndacoa' had, Pleafc ycm to wete IflExat 
we cam to London uppon the tewyfday by noA' nescft aftx 
diir dep*to' fro ^lorwich and fent dur men to inquyre aft* my 
*Xorf Chauhteler and Maift' John Stokys and Malmefbury. 
' And: a8 for my Lord Chanceler he was deputed fro London 
and was redynto y* Kjrng ij'dayeft er we wfcre come to London/ 
and as we underfland lie hafted hymto y Kpg by canfe df itoy 
Lord Ryv's takyng at Sandwyche, &c. 

f Then follows a Img Account of private Bufinefs^ which is here 
omitted.^ .; ' 

As for tydyngs my Lord * Ryv's was brougth to Cakys :and 
by for the Lords w' viij''' torches and there hiy Lor4 of $alefbury 
teheted hym callyng hym ^ Knaves Ion that he fchuld be io 
rude -to caUe hym andtthefe oy' Lords traytors^ for they icball 
he found fht Kyogs trehe Kfcge ttten whan he ichnkl be foaiid 

• • • 

This bold PIaD» for furprifing the Admiral, and taking his FIeet» was laid by the Earl 
of Warwick* &c. at Calais* and executed with fuccefs by Sir John Dinham* at Sand* 
wichf in January 1459. Lord Rivers and his Son when Prifoners, being only rated by 
the Lords, fliews in them great moderation ; as the cruelties ufually exercifed on Prifo* 
ncra of oonfequence in the civil. wars of thofe ferocious times would have warranted 
their immediate execution. 

' Laurence Booth, Biibop of Durham* 

« ryto% 
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LETT E R XLVIL 

' To bis right worjbipful Brother^ yohn Pajion^ be this Letter 

delivered. 

AFTER due recommendation had, Pteafe yon ta weee^ 
that we cami to London upon the Tnefday by noonr 
next after our departure from Norwich, and fent eur men to 
'enquire after niy Lord 'Chancellori and Mn'Johil Stoketf^ 
and 'Malmefbury. And as for niy Lord Chancelfor' he way de^ 
parted from London, and was rode to the King^ two days ere 
'we were come to London : and as wc mnderfhuid, he hailed^ 
liimi to the King, becaufe of my Lord Rivera beiog takect at 
Sandwich, &c. 

f Then follows a long Account of private Bu/inefs^ which is here 
omitted^) 

As for Tidings, my Lord * Rivers was Upn^ht to Calais, 
and before the Lords with eight icore , torcbesi and there my 

XMfld of SaljAuf y iat«45 )m caMiag him.; f^ 'i^oMes Scm, 
^ that he fliotild befi> rude to cdt hinr, and tliefe dther Lords 
^^ Traytors ; for they fhould be found the King's true liege 
•* men, when he fhould be found a Traytor, &c." 

* Richard Widville, Lord Rivers mirried Jaquetta, Daughter of Peter of Luzem* 
burg, Earl of St. Paul, and widow of Johi^ Duke of Bedford, by whom he was Father 
tQ Elfzal^qthy the widow of Sir John Gray, and afterwards Queen of £d>ward IV. the 
now E^rN)f March, by whom he was created Earl I(i^ers, &c. He was beheaded in 
July, 1469, by the Lancaftrian A/Jutineers, in NorthamptOBlfatfe. 

2 The word Knave appears, by this expreflion, at tlus time to have been ufed in a 
1»ad fcnfe* 

B b 2 And 


hH O R l\G I N A L L E"t T* E R S. 

\ 

a Tyto^ &c. And my 'Lord of Warr* rcbetcd hym and feyd 
that his fadcf y^jis but afquyer atid broutc up w* Kyng H'rry 
the v^*" and letheh'hymfeir made by maryage and alfo made 
Lord and that it was not his p'te to have fwychc langage of 
Lords beyng of the Kyngs blood, and my Lord of Marcbe 
reheted hym in lyke wyfe, and S'. * Antony was reheted for his 
latigage of all iij Lords in lykc wyfe. 

It\ the Kyng cometh to London ward and as it is feyd 
rereth the pcpyll as he com' but it is c'tayn ther be comyfTyons 
made in to dyv's fchyres that ev^man be redy in his bcft 
aray to com whan the Kyng fend for hem. It', my Lord Roos 

• • • . I a 

is com fro Gyncs. 

No more but we p*y to J'hu have you in his moil m'cyfull 

kepyn|; Amen. Wretyn at London the munday next aft' feyni 

Powle day. 

Yowr Bred, 

^ iOtilpam l^aotfc 

Paper Mark. 

Cap and Fleur de Lys. 

f !• ▼111. 1^0 4. 

« 

4 Sir Aathony Widvil1e,'(Lfterward« Lord Scales and Earl Rirerv, was beheaded by 
tke tyrannic order of Richard IIL at Pomefiraa^ on the 1 jth^ Jiinei r483. 
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And my Lord of Warwick rated him, and faid ** that hia 

«• Fatherwas b\;it i^JKlgilrj^ *o3 l^^^llgk^ PP Wth Kii^ Henry V. 
*^ and fince made htmfelf by marriage^ and aUb made a Lord ; 
^^ aiid that' Hwaa not his part to hare fucb language of Lords, 
*« being of the King'a Mood/' 

And my Lprd of March rated him in like wife. 
' And Sir ^Anthony was rated for his language of all the three 
liords in like vile. 

ltem> the King cometh to London ward, and as it is &id 

rereth ^ai/etb'] the peopfe as he come ; but it is certain there 

_ * ' 
be commiffionfs' faiade into diverfe Shiref, that every xixanbe 

ready^ in his beft. array, to come, .when the Ring fex^d- for 

him. 

Item> my -Lord Roos is coine from Guifnes. 

No more/ but we pray* to Jefa have you in his moft faicrciftrl 
keeping. AinM« i • *. - 

Written at London the Monday next after St. Paul's Day. 

Your Brother, . 


' •> . > 11 


London, 
Mondays igthof Jamnuy, 
I4S9, 38 H. VI. 

i.Autograph. PU is. Il9 ji« 


« WILLIAM 
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LET- 


if 


it 


. ^ \ t 


i9(» O^lGliiht tETTERS. 


t' i * 


7« Hie Wirffkff^'faJk^ yn. God 4n^ m^ ryth'. pi» t,iipA the 

Bxpbop of * WyncBeJlyk, it 




W0RSC;HYPFUL Fa^yr yn QfAM^ mj» fyth^jgodc 
Lord as hertely as y canne y recoixiaHa4. qi^ tqt y^W 
go^e LordfcUyg ta the wyche p|efe ]^yt;to vjyt ^p y have 
^cfay^, y9Uif :|c^^ bjr tU«; wyc]^ j owdjrftoi^d t^ie dfy^^y 
iutetayojfj; ^.ocdfchjtp. as of Paftim aj» :59ir . A|e «ftJflf ^$v<gf|c 

l»ym and mc v« y^.^^fp. 7 .*^ <i»%^.tc y% W^^ A^t floqayiQFr 
cafyon and trete ii^old be had betwyxt hys counfayle and myt)^ 
now at Mydfomer to, ^ wydi^ py JiQwly «« 4t tj^ WWiens 
ipf youf l^pijfc^p v4 agrej[d,,ap4 lwf» $M>4 W W CQtWl&yle 
at liouadoo aftyr the feyng of thys your laft l^i*^ m for tJbi4 iT^lle 
by ^wyxt byn^ apd me, afui thajt they ifihqM y«v;4 fiil.9$H»<i|un8 
to the end of the mater by twne the (kyde Paftu and me as thow 
J were prefent w* h6m. 

Ati4 my Xioid \rj\ vifixt to gretb a thyng and hyte laye yn 
my power but y wold do at the reverens of your Uq^dfchyp 
yn las than hyt fchold hurt me to gretly wyche y wote wel 
your Lordfchyp wol nevyr defyr and God^foD By 6 ifeiercy have 
you rythe worfchypful fadyr yn God, and my rythe gode Lord 

W^^hafe here m familiar Letter from Lord Moljros, to the Bifliop of Winchefter 
^irritteh efttirely vmh his own hand* 

The Seal is rcmadtably fair, having the Impreffion of a Grifin, with wings difplayed, 
placed on an HebBCt, and fiwrovBdcd by a braid of 8iibw. PU xit. N* i 4. 

yn 
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?0 /A^ Wa^lf^ul Father m God, and my rigJbt gpod Lord, 

the Bi/bop of 'fFhtcbefier. 

WORSHIPFUL Father in God^ and my rtglit good 
Lotd^ ^8 heartily as ' t can I recommend mc to yoiir 
good Lordihip, to the which pleafe it to weet, that I have re-* 
ceived your Letter ; by the which I underftaad the daily fuit to 
your Lordlhip as of Taftoh^ a& for the matter betwixt him and 
me^ wherein aHo I feel» that he ia willed that communication 
and treaty ihould • ht had,, betwixt his counfel and itune now at 
Midfummer ; to the whicby mj Lord^ I am at the feverence of 
your Lordfhip well agreed, «ad .have fent to my Counsel a| 
London, after the feeing of this your lail Letter as for the Treaty 
l^jeif^xl hm aad m^,, abd ttiat' they fltoiald give fu^r.atttod;lQc(^ 
to tlie eod pf ^.miAeribtfl^eea the' faU Pafttta alid me^ ^» 
tbongtk I Wfife prefentnTrith-sliem. 

: ^od friy Lord tt were, too great a thing:, and it lay in^ih^ 
power, btf t L would' do at the .reverence of yout Lordfhi]^^ 
unlefs that it would hurt me too greatly; which I wote [^bi^»] 
WeUydurX.brMii^'vvouId neterdefite. '■ . . - 

Atad Ood for "hfe ateity- have yt»,' T?ght Worffilpfcl Fatlr^ 
in Grod, and my right good Lord, in his blefled keeping. 

chiller, fa H47f' 4Mi «Mai«i<Ma Mi«|>^^ tHii ^^ 4ak\ f^86» h^Vni 1^ ^"^^ ^ ^<^.^^ 
Line of Lancsifter nafctad the throne^ to which be fasd always bcf»« MAfiil' lul^tA*. 

2 Written 


l^ 
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yn hys blelTjd kepyng. Wrytyn w' my nouiie chaunfery haad 
ya haft the nij daye of Ju$c at teffaut. 

Vcrc hartely, 

• Your 

f Roberi Huogerford^ Lord Molyns, attached himfelf tothe Houfe of Lallca(^et» fiid 
was beheaded in the beginning of the reign of Edward IV. and though thu Letter has no 

/t .; • • : . : ' date, 


t t 


•i : 




» 


« 

To my trufty and wel behvydtbe Vycary' and Tenaunfs of my 

Lordfcbepe of Grefsham. 

TRUSTY and wdbdoved Frehdys. I grete yowc well, 
and putte yowe all owte of doute for all -f ye haire dooa 
for me, and the money that ye pay to my welbeloved f 'vnt 
jfohn Partrich I will be your warant as for' your difcharge and 
fcvc yowe harmeles ayenft all thoo y* wold greve yowe, to my 

power, 

And a^hertly as I can I thanke yowe of the gud wyl ye 

hare had and have toward me, and as to the tytyll of rigth 


Thii Letter is fubfcribed by Robert HuBgeribid, Lord Moljmt, and conuani 

worthy of ita being piciCerfed} exdufive of iia being the pdTsto Xieticr of a Nobleman of 

ib remote a period. i 

The 


»' 
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Written with mine pwn dumcery fafurd in Itafte^ the k3tK' 

day of Jancy at Tefiaunt* 

Very heartily. 

Your . 

•MOIitNS. 

Tafunt, in Wiltfhire, 
i)thofJun^« 
Setween 1457* and 1460^ 
35 and 39 H. VI. 

date, I fliould fuppofe it might be written between 14.^7 and 14609 when the Bifiiop of 
Winchefter was Lord Chancellor, efpecially as lord Molyns p^s fo much attention to 
tho Bifliop's recommendation. PI. ii. N^ 13* 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Ho my trufy and well beloved 9 the Vicar y and tenants of my 

Lordjhip of Grejbam. ' 

TRuSTY and Well beloved Friends, I greet you well; 
and put you all bUt of doubt for all that ye have done 
for me s and the money that ye pay to my well beloved Servaqt 
John Partrich I will be your warrant as for your difcharge, and 
fave you harmlefs againft all thoie that would grieve you to my 
power. 

And as heartily, as I caq, I thank you of the good will ye 
have had, and have towards me ; and as to the title of right 

that 


Tke.Subfcription however is particular, as he ufes the Initial Letters of both hi 
ChrilHan Name and iParoily Title, and then writes Lord Molyns. 
V«L. I. C c Robert 
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y^ 1 hafre tq the Lord (hip of Greflkm fchal with in (hort tyme 
be knoweyn, and be the lawe fo determynyd that ye fchall 
all be glad y^ hath ought me youre gud wyll y'in. 

And All myghty^ God kepe yowe and be his g'ce I fchall be 
w^ yowe fon afcyr the Parlement es endyd. 

Wrytten atte London on Cure Lady evyn laft paft. 

ft* jp« 

Paper Mark, 
A Bunch of Grapes. 
PI. IX. N' 14. 

Robert Hungerfbrd, was Lord Hungerford by defcent, and was fummoned to Parlia- 
ment in 143^9 as Lord Molyns, in right of his wife Eleanor, Daughter and Heir oi 
William, Lord Molyns. PI. 11. No 13. 

There 


To my right WQrJhipfull and right entierly weliefaqid Cotffin'^tbe 

Vifcount Beaumont. 

RI G H T worfhipfuU and right entierly welbelovid Coudn. 
I comaunde me to you w* alle my herte, defining to here 
and vcrile to knowe of your worfhipfuU eftate p'fite hele and 
good pYp'ite, the whiche I befeche our Lord J'hu eu' to mayn- 
tene and pTerve in alle worfhip to his plefaunce and to your 

hert&eaie. 

Pleafc 

This Letter writteo from Framl'ngham Caftle« in Suffolk, the ancient Scat of the 
Mcwbrays, Dukes of Norfolk, muft have been written before 1460, when Vifcount 
licaumont was (lain. 

It 
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that I have to the Lordfliip pf Grciham fuj fhall wUhia fliprt 
time be known, and by the law fo deter mined^ that ye ihall all 
be glad that hath ought me your good will therein. / 

And Almighty God keep you, and by his grace I fhall be 
with you foon after the Parliament is ended. 

Written at London , on Our Lady even laft pift. -^ 

ROBERT HUNGERFORD, 

2,ft of March. ^^',' ' LordMOLYNS. 

Befbm 146O) 39 H. VI. 

» * 

■ There ii -nothing which afccrtains the date of this Letter, farther than that Thomat, 
LordHungerford, fucccededhis brother Robert, and was beheaded in the reign of E4- 
ward IV. for bcing^inarms in favour of Henry VI. it 1» probable therefore that thi^was 
written before 1460. . ' . 


4 » 
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To my right ij^prjhipfuly and right entirely nvell beloved Coufin^ 

The Vifcount Beaumont. 

RIGHT worfhipful, and right entirely well beloved Coufin, 
I commend me to you with all my hearty defiring- to kear^ 
and verily to know of your worfhipful eftate^ profit^ health; and 
good profpcrity ; the which I befeech our Lord Jefu ever to 
masntain and preferye in all wdrlhip^ iCQihi^ pteaiftnce!andi to 
yoiir heart's eafe. ' . . .: ) ....*. 

It 18 all of the fame hand writing, and that raoft probably of the DAchcfe'sBfccfitdfjr,'' 
,the form of the Letters not being like thofe of a female hand. 

The matter recorded, fliews the princely eUabliiliment of the Houfeholds of the Nobi- 
lity in tiiat^ge ; and that they imitated. the royal appointments^ by having the Officers 
OH their own eilablifluncnts under their Letters Patents 

C c 2 Pleafe 


< ■ • 
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J Plcare it you Coufin towitte, yat your "wrfbdiowd T vaunt 

* Roger IlUat and itrvaunt'of my jiioOft dr<d Lofdwy I^aibond 

,on Willjam, iTotnan of his Ewry^ have tomcadto gedrc/aud 

been fiiily thorgh and agreed yat y^ faid William (halt tiave his 

' office if it may pleafc your gpod Lordfhip. 

\Vherft)re CcAifin I p'y you as my ipe^izll trufte is ip yog, yat 
y- will at tWnffaunce of my proier and writing, graunte by your 
L'res pateuts to y' (aid VVilHam the fbrfaid office with fuche 
wages and fees as Roger your faid f '.Tautit hath it of you, 
truftydg verile yat ye fhall fyndc thc^ faid William a Caithfi)!! 
TvAunt to you, and can and may do you right good Pvice in 
yat office. 

Aad. Coufin in thacomplefhmcnt of niy defire in yis mater ye 
may do me a right good pleafer as God knowith, ni^hom I 
befeche for his m^ci to have you e^^ in hi& bleffi^d gouv^naunce 
and fi^nd you good lyfe and long with muche good worfhip. 

Writen at f ramlynh m the viijth day of Marche. 

' CBItanorCf tfie^ucj^tj^ pf$orfoill. 

Paper Mark, 
A r3rniinid. 
PL IX. N^ 15. 

* 

' An Officer who hid the Charge of the. Table Unco, Sec. , 
* It feems by thn ceprefentatiDn of. the matter, as if Roger Huqe» t)ie.officer of tl^ 
VifcouDt Beaumont, had fold hia Office under bis Lordihip to William^ Yeoman c{ the 
Ewry to the Duke, if, thr<nigh the Duchefs's lecommcndatxoa, Lord Beaumont fliould^ 
thiak.ptoper to accede him* 


Pleafe it you, Coufin, to weet, that your well beloved Servant 
Roger Hunt ^ and ^ fervMt of my iixoft dread Lord my Hulband, 
one WiUtam, *' Yeoman of his Ewry, have communed together, 
and been fully through and agreed, that the faid William ihall 
have his * office, if it may pteafe your good Lordlhip. 

Wherefore Coufin, I pray you, as my fpecial" truft. is in you, 
that ye wiU, at the inftance^ p£ my prayer and writing, granc. 
by your Letters Patents, to the (aid William, the fbrefald office^ 
with fuch wages and fees as Roger your (aid feryant hath it 
of you ;, trailing verily that ye ihall find the faid William a faith- 
ful fervant to you^ and, can and may do you right good fervice 
in tha;t office. 

Andy Coufin, in the accomplinunent of my defire in this mat- . 
ter, ye may do me a right good ple^fDre, as God knoweth, 
whom I befeech for his mercy to have you ever in his blefled 
governance, and JLtt\d you gopd lifip apd long, with mu^h wor(hjp« ' 

Written at Framlingham^ the 8th day of March. 


ELlikNORt the Ducheft of Norfolk^ 


Framliogham, 
8th of Maidi. 


Bdbrc X4609 39 H. Vt. 


3 Ellenor, Ducheft of Norfolk, wife of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, was the 
Daughter of William BourchkR, Sari of Ewc^ ta Nomaiulr, and SiAor of HenrjrsBour* 
cbier, £arlof£flez« 

,The Dul^e died ia i46t».iiBd wifr biirifcd at Thetfoid, where hia Ducbcft mniikmik 
buried. PUii, N«i6, ...» 


LET- 
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51? the right njoorjhipfull S''. and Maijl'^ John Pajion Efcuier^ at 

Norwiche be this dely^d in haji. * . 

« . . # • 

\ > la . i < 

RIGKT worfchipfuU S'. and Maifter I recomaund me iia to 
yjou Pleafe you to wete the monday aft*^ oure ^ Lady day 

■ 

there come bidcr .to my Maift' ys plafe my Maifter Bpwfer S^ 

* - ... 

Harry Ratford Jphn Clay and the Harbyger of piy Lord of 
Marcbe def)?ryng that my Lady of * York myght lye her un- 
tyllc the comyng of my Lord of York and hir tw Sonnys my 
Lorde ^ George and my Lordc * Richard, and my Lady ^Mar- 
gatetq hir Dawztyr, whiche y graunt hem in youre name to ly 
here untylle Mychelmas. 

And fhe had not ley here ij dayes but fche had tythyng of the 
londyng of my Lord at ^ Cheftre, the tewefday next aft' my 
Lord feat foe hir that fche fhuld come to Hym to Harford, and 
theder (che is gone. 

And fythc y left here bothe the Sunys and the Dowztyr, and 
the Lord of Marche corny th eu'y day to fe them. 

• After the B«ittle of Nortfaampcoo, fought iiv July f 4J60, the Queen and Prince fled into 
Wales, and the Duke of Somerfet into France. 

The King returned with the Ydrkiils to London, Vho informing the Duke of York, 
then in Ireland, of their fuccefs, he embarked for England. 

^ The natWity of our Lady is on the 8th of September, the Monday after was this- 
ycajr on the 1 jth. 

* Cicely, Daughter of R^alph Nevile, firil Earl of Weftmorcland| ihe lived to fee two 
p^her So^t KingjS of England, &£• and died in 1495, *^ ^' ^^^ 

Item 
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' Ta the rigbf wo^flnpful Sir'and Mtyiery John Pajton^ Efquire^ 
at Norwicbf be this Letter delivered in bajle, 

RIGHT worlhipful Sir and Mailer^ I reconmiend me ufitc^ 
you ; pleafe* ybu* •to'weet, the Monday after Our ' Ladf 
day there cotne hither^ to my Mailer's place, my Mafter Bowfer^ 
Sir Harry Ratford^ John Clay, and the Harbinger of my Lord ,< 
of March, defiring that my ,.Lady of * York, might lie here 
until the coming of my Lord of York, and her two Sons, my 
Lord 3 George, and .my Lord * Richard, and my Lady 5 Mar-^ 
gatet.her Daughter; which I granted them in your name to 
li( here until Michaelmas. 

And fhe had not lain here two days but (be. had tidings of the 
landing pf my Lord at ^ CheAer. 

; The Tuefday next after, my Lord fent for hfii that fhe ihould 
come to him to Darford [Herefoni]^ and thither iheis gone; 
and in the mean time are left here both the Sona, and the Daugh-* 
ter, and the Lord of March cometh every day to fee them. 

3 George, afterwards Dake o^ Clarence, he married Ifabel, elHcft DaiYghter of Richard 
lifevile, the great !^arl of Warwick, and was put to death in 1478, aged about 27 years ; 
he was at this time therefore about nine years old. 

^Richard, afterwards Duke of Gloucefter, and King of England, by the name of ^ 
Richard III. 

5 Margaret, afterwards Duchefs of Burgundy. 

^ He returned in confequence of the Vi^ory gained at Northampton, over the King's 
army. 

m Item, 
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Item my Lord of York hath dyvers ftraunge Com'iilions fra 
the Kyng for to fitte in dyv's towDys oom'yg hom^vard, that is 
for to fey in Ludlow Schrrofyfbury Herford Leycetre Coventre, 
aad in other dy v^^s toways to puaych them by the fawtes to the 
Kyngs Lawys. , 

As for tythyngs here the 7 Kyng is way at Eltham and at 
Grenewych to bunt and to fport hym there bydyi:^ the p'teniem; 
a^d the <2iieae teid the Pry nee byth ia Walys idvfyf. 

And is #i(h hir the Due of Exceflre. and .6die' with a:few6 
mayne as men feythe here. 

And the Due of SomTet he is in ^ Dept withe hym Malft^ 
John Ormound Wytlyagh'm Andrew ^ TroUyp and other dyv'a 
ef the Garyfon of '** Gyanye under the Kpig ctf Ffliunce ftf. 
condyte, and ttey feythe here he pot^fe hym to go to Walyi 
to the Quene. And the Erie of Wyltfchyre is ftylfe In pcce at 
" Otryghi at the Bterfs whiche is Seyntwary. 

Item Colby ne ys come home to toy MkiVt* is plft^e and feytfa 
that at you' de|)lfcftyng <)uzt of London 2e feid hym troi^ diat 
he ibhuld eome hedder to the place and be her6 un tylte your 
comyng a zene, and folie is here it, and feith he wolle talce no 
Maift' but be your avyce. Aether the leef6 awaytythe uppon 
Maid' Oldhall the moft parte at Redre at his ^lace« 

Item Maift' ^' Pdnyngs hathe fcnteret en an two or iij placy* 

7 The fcing was how Entirely under the direffion and iDanageihcht of the Eitlt of 
March, Waiwick, and Salifbuiy ; and by them was kept at Slthami un()er the idea of 
taking the Diverrion$ of Hunting, Sporting^ &c. &c« 

• Kepc, a t?on f dwn in l^rancc, oppofxte to the Port of Rye, in England. 

9 He was lulled in the battle of Towton. 

i uppon 
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Item, my Lord of York hath diverfe ftrangc Commiflions 
from the King, for to fit in diverfe towns coming homeward ; 
that is for to fay, in Ludlow, Shrewfbury, Hereford, Leiceftcr, 
Coventry, and in other diverfe Towns, to punifh them by the 
faults to the King's Laws. 

As for tilings here, the ' King is away at Eltham and at 
Greenwich to hunt, and to fport him there biding [during] the 
Parliament, and the Queen and the Prince abideth in Wales 
always, and [there] is with her the Duke of Exeter, and others 
with a few meny [followers,'] as men fay here, 

And the Duke of Somerfet he is in * Diepe, and with him 
Matter John Ormond, Whittingham, Andrew ' Trollop, and 
other diverfe of the Garrifon of *°Guifnes, under the King of 
France's fafe conduft, and they fay here, he purpofe him to go 
to Wales to the Queen. And the Earl of Wilt (hire is ftill ia 
peace at "Otryght [Ottery] at the Fryers, which is Sanftuary* 

Item, Colbine is come home to my Mailer's place, and faith, 
that at your departing out of London, ye fent him wordthafhc 
fhould come hither to the place, and be here until your coming 
again, and fo he is here yet, and faith he will take no Mailer 
but by your advice; neverthelefs fhej awaitetlf upon Matter 
Oldhall the moft part of the Redre at his place. 

Item, Maftcr " Ponyngs hath entered on a two or rtiree places 

*^ About this time the Duke of Somerfet had been ordered to refigiuhU Government 
x£ Oiiifnes, %o the £arl of Wanvurk. 

'^ Sr. Mary Ottery, in DeTOufliire.^ James Butler, Earl of WlltiUrp. was beheade4 
in 1461. 

^* He married Elizabeth* fifter of Jotn Pafton, and bjr thisLetter appes&$tlo hWevn« 
tered upon fome Eilates of the Earl of Noithuniberlandk 

Vol. I. D d upoa 
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iippoii the Erie of '^ Xorthomberlond, and he ftond)th in good 
grace of the Kyng my Lord of Marche my Lord Warwyk and 
my Lord of Sal^fbury moft parte of the Contre abought his 
lyflod hold aythe withe hym, and toy Maiileras you"^ biHer is not 
delyv'd as yet God ytf hir god delyv^aunce. 

No more to you at this tyme but and ze woUe com&und me 
any f'vice y may doo it is redy, and J*hu have you in his 
Ueffid kepyng) and I befeche you this Letter may comaund me 
to .my Mailtaa you' Moder and my Maift'as you' wyfe and 
alle you' houfliold. 

Wretcn at London the ?(ij day of 0£tobre. 

Yott' ownc S'vaunt, 

'^ f pCber jJ^ttiTot!. 

1 1 J by lo }. 

*J Hcary Picrcy, Earl of Northumberland, jointly commanded with the Dulcc of So. 
taerfety at the battle of Towton, in T4619 where he was killed; he married Eleanor, 
Daughter and heir of Richard, Lord Poynings, Sec. 


To bys Rytbe WorcbypfwU broder John Pafion, 

RYTHE rev'ent and worchypfwl brod' I reconiH 
awnde to yow c'tyfyyng yow y* yowr letf was dely- 
▼'yd me y* xxiii day of Januar abowthe ooae feaflbn and 

Rychard 
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upon the Earl of '^ Northumberland^ and he flandeth in good 
grace of the King, my Lord of March> mj Lord Warwick^ 
and my Lord of Saliibury ; mofl part of the Country about his 
lyflod [livelihood^ holdeth with him ; and my Miftrefs your fifter 

« 

b not delivered as yet, God give her good deliverance. 

No more to you at this time, but and [jT] ye will command 
me any fervice I may do, it \% rc^dyj and Jefu have you in his 
blefled keeping ; and I befeech you, this Letter may commend 
me to my Miftrefs your Mother, and my Miftrefs your wife, 
and all your houfehold. 

Written at London, the 1 2th day of O&oben 

Your own Servant, 

'* CHRISTOPHER HAUSSON. 

Lomlon, 
Sunday^ 1 2tb of OSober, 
1460, 39 H. VI. 

'^ Chriftopher HauiTon, or Hanfon, appears to have been a cotifi<i[piiual Servant qf 
John Paftoa, PI. in. N«> 37* 


■— — — — ^— ■■^^■^^'^^— — ^^— ^— ^ ■ ■ ■■— ^1— ^— — 1^^^— ^a^^— ai^ 


LETTER LII. 


To his right Worjhlpful Brother ^ 'John Pajioru 




RIGHT reverend and worfEipful Brother^ I . recommiead 
fme) to you, certifying you that your Letter wa» de- 
livered me the 23d day of January about the noon feafon, and 

D d 2 
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^ Rythard * Calle rode in y* mornyng and yerfor I brak yowr 
ktt' if yer wer any aftr mat and I dcdc Xpiiofcr Haufwan goo to 
my * lord of Cawnt'bur* to tell him as yowr lett' reherfyd and 
my lord fcyd he hadde fpokyn w* yowr man yer of y* day be 
for' and if * y* byfliop of Norwyche wod not doo fo mwche 
j^br him he hys y* les behold to him notw'ftandyng he fayd he 
wold fave yow harmles agens John Yowng but and ye do well 
remember Thys lord have many maters to thyng' on and if it be 
forgeten y*' barm is yowrs and alfo if the word torn John Yong 
will not doo at hys p*yer. 

And my ^ lord fitzwater is rydcn nortbewards and it is fayd in 
my lord of Cawnt'berys howfe y* he hethe takyn ij*^ of ^ Andrew 
troloppys men and as for G>lt and Sir Jamys ftrangwyfle and 
Sir Thomas pykcryng yey be takyn or ellys dede y* comyn 
voyffe is y* yey be dede, hopton and haftyngs be w^ y* Erie 
of marche and wer not at y* fewlde Wat word y' ev' he have fro 
my lords y^ be here it is well .doo and beft for yow to fee y* y* 
contre be allweys fedy to com' bothe fote men and hors men 
qwen they be fent for for I have herd fcyde y* ferther' lords 
will be her^ foner y* men wen I have arde fayde er iij weks 
to an ende and alfo y* ye xwld come w' more men and clenlier 

Clement Pafton, (jPI. ii. N^ 22.) appears to have written this letter to h's Brother^ 
to induce him to Ihow hlmfelf zealous for the York Party, \iho had now poifeffion of 
London and 

him that the 

|nd ti^c away any 

Varrafled by civil commotions ! 

' tlichard CnUe married Elizifceth, fifter of J. Padon. 

f. Thoxa}^ Boun:.hicr« Arrhb]iliopK>i Canterbury,- and LorJChanceUpr, diedtin X4fl6«. 

ar^yed. 
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'Richard Calle rode in the morning, and therefore I broke 
your Letter, if [/g/?] there were any after matter j and I did 
[ordered] Chriftopher Haufwon ftoj go to my *Lord of Canter- 
bury to tell him, as your letter rehearfed ; and my Lord faid, 
he had fpoken with your man thereof the day before, and if the 
' Bifhop of Norwich would not do fo much for him, he is 
the lefs beholden to him ; notwithflanding, he faid, he would 
{,ive you harmlefs againft John Young; but and ye do well, 
remember. This Lord have many matters to think on, and 
if it be forgotten the harm is yours ; alfo if the word turn- 
John Yong will not do at his prayer. 

And my ^Lord Fitzwalter is ridden, northwards^ and it is 
faid, in my Lord of Canterbury's houfe,. that he hath taken- 
200 of 5 Andrew Trollop's men. And as for Colt, and Sir 
James Strangwyfe, and Sir Thomas Pykering, they be taken or 
elfe dead : the common voice is, that they be dead. 

Hopton and Haftyngs be with the Earl of March and were 
not at the Field. 

What word, that ever he have from my Lords that be here, 
it is well done, and heft for you to fee, that the Country be 
always ready to cpme both footmen and horfemen, when they 
be fent for; fori have heard faid, the farther Lords will- be 
here fooner than men ween, I have heard faid, ere three weeks 
to an end -, and alfb that ye ihould come with more men, and 

1 Walter Hart, Bifbop of Norwich. 

♦ This mull have been fomc A<ftion, after the Battle of Wakefield, in which the 
C^een's Party was beaten, 

'5 Aadnw Trollop, was killed at the battle of Towton, on the agth of March, 1461, 
filing for the Houfe of Laocaitcr. 

cleanlier 
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arayed y*"* anoder man of yowr cwntre xwld fcr it \y the mor' 
up on yowr worchyp and tov^cheythe yow mor' ner' van 
odermen of yat cwntre and alfo ye be mor had in favor w' 
my lords her*. In This cwntre ev'y man is well wyllyng to 
goo w' my lords here and I hope god xall lielpe hem for the 
pepill in the northe Robbe and flyll and ben 'apoyntyd to pill 
all thys cwntre and gyffe a way menys goods and lufflods in all 
y* fowthe cwntre and tiiat wyll afk a myfcheffe my lords y* 
ben her* have as moche as yey may do to kep down all thys 
Cwntre more than inj or v fchers for yey wold be up on y« men 
in northe for it ys for y' welle of all y« fowthe I pray yow 
recomawnde me to my moder and y* I prayed her of her blyflyng 
I. pray yow exfcwfe me to her y* I wryte her no lett* for thys 
was y now a doo ! dar* not p'y yow to recomawnde me to 
my fwft' yowr wyflF and y* mafenger I trow be fo wyfle he 
can not doyt yt mwfl pay him for hys labor for he taryd 
afll : n'yt in thys town for thys lett' wrytyn y« xxiij day of 
Janwar' in haftc waa I was not well at heffe God have in hys 
keping. 

S^P Clement l^Sott, 

' Yowr Brod*. 

xslij Jan. 

< The.Qiieen bad inforffled her Northern Army, th«t thej fliould plunder the Countrr 
South of Trent. ' 
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cleanlier arrayed than any other man of your Country fliould ; 
for it He ihc more upon your worfliip, and toucheth you more 
near than other men of your Country, and alfo ye be more had 
in favour with ray Lords here. In this Country every man is 
well willing to go with my Lords here, and I hope God fhall 
help them, for the People in the North rob, and fteal, and be 
* appointed to pill [ptilagel all this country, and give away 
mens Goods and Livelyhoods, ia all the South Country, and 
that will aflc *a mifchicf. My Lords, that be here, have* as 
much as they may do to keep dovv*n all this Country, more than 
four or five (hires, for they would be up on the men in the 
North, for it is for the weal of all the South. I pray you re- 
commend me to my Mother, and that I prayed her of her 
bleding; I pray you excufc me to her, that I write her no 
letter, fo£ this was enough to do. I dare not pray you to 
recommend me to my Sifter your wife, and the meffeng^r I 
trow be {o wife he can not do it.. Ye muft pay him for his 
labour^ for he tarried all night ia this town, for this letter. 

Written the 23d day of January in hafte,. when I was not 
welhat cafe. Go J have fyouj in his keeping. 


23d January, 1460 
39 H. VI. 


By CLEMENT PASTON, 

Your Brother; 


Seal an Efcallop Shelf. PI. xxv. N' 15. 


LET^ 
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To my Reverend Mayjler Thorns ' D any ell Squier for the * Kyngs 

body be thys Ur delyverd in haft\ 

MOST Reu'end Mayfter I recomaund me on to yowr 
graceus Mayftefchup everdeferyng to her of yowr wur- 
fchupfuU uftate the vvhyche all myghte God mayntayne hyt and 
encrfe hyt on to hys plcfans, Plefyng yow to know of my well- 
fare and of all yowr men at the makyng of thys Tr we we'r in 
gode hele of body I bleflyd be God. 

Mo over Mayfter I fend yow word by Ravly Pykeryng of all 
maters the whyche I be feche yow yeve hym credens as he 
wyll enforme. yow of all, fo fur I befeche yow in the reu'ens 
of God that ye wyll enforme owr Sou'ayn Lord the Kyng of 
all maters, that I fend yow in thys lett' lyke as I have fend 
a lett' to my Lord Chaunfeler and to all my Lordys by the 
fayd Pykeryng the whyche lett' I be feche yow that ye take 
and delyver to my Lord and all my Lordys by yowr awne 
haadys and lete the fayd Pykeryng declare all thyngs as he 

hath fayn and know\ 

Furft 

This Letter muft have been written in the reign of Henry VI. but in what year I 
cannot fay ; it contains a curious hiftorical Anecdote, greatly to the honour of the Com- 
mander of ihe Ships. PI. m. N^ 38. 

» Thomas Daniel, Efq. had a grant of the Conftablefliip of Rifing CaQle, in Norfolk, 
^atcd the 8th of September, i486, 27 H. VI. he was afterwards made a Knight, and 

3 married 
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fr^? my reverend Mq/ier^ Thomas ^Daniel, Efqufre for . the 
* Kings Body, be this Letter detiv^ered in ha/ie. 

A ^.OST reverend Mafter, I recommend me unto your 
Xy JL gracious Mafterlhip^ ever definng to hear of your wor- 
ihipful eUate ; the which Almighty God maintain it^ and in-^ 
creafe it unto his pleafance \pleafur£.^ 

Pleafing you to kiiow of my welfare, and of all your men, at 
the making of this Letter, we wei-c In. good health' of body, 
bleffed be God. : . ; * 

Moreover Mafter, I fend you word by Rayly Pikering of all 
matters, the which I befeech you give him credence, as he will 
inform you of all, fo fure I befeech you iii the reverence of God, 
that yc will inform our Sovereign Lord the King of all matters, 
that I fend you in this Letter j likd as \ have fent a Letter to my 
Lord Chancellor, and to all tny Lords by the faid Pickering ; 
the which Letter, I befeech you that ye take and deliver to my 
Lord, and a^ll niy Lords by your own hands, and let the faid 
Pickering declare all things as he hath feen and known. 

married Margaret, Daughter of Sir Robert, and ffifler of Sir Jo?>n Howard, afterguards, 
Duke of Norfolk, ' . 

He was attainted in 1461, i E. IV, but rcRorcd in 14*4, 14 E. IV. 

» An Lfquirc of the King's Bod^ was aa Qfii.eriQf ^resit tfufti lodged ncT, and 
during the night, all meffagcs, &c. were delivered by him in perfon, to the King. 

Vol. I. E e • • Firft 


^ 
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Fiirft I fend yow word that when we went to fee we toke 
^ Schyppys of Braft comyng owte of Flaundrys and then after 
ther ys made a' gitte arniyng in Brytayn*; to mete w* me and my 
Felyfchyp that ys to fay the grete Schyp of Braft the grete 
Schyp..«f Morleys the gcete fchyp of Vanng w' other viij 
Schyppia^ Bargy& and Balyngers to the nu'ber of iij m^ mea 
and fo we lay in the fee to me w^ them. 
. And tjien we mette w* a flotte erf a C grete Schyppys of 
'Prufe Lubycke Campe Rs^ocke Holond Selond and Flandres 
bi^twyt^ G^rnyfe and Foctland and then I cam abord the Admi« 

rail and bade them Stryke in the Kyngys.name of Eoglond", 
ajid. they bade me« Skyte in the Kyngs name of Englond^, 
and then I and my Felefchyp fayd but he wyle ftreke don the 
(ayle that I wyld over fayle ham by the Grace of God and God 
wyle fendme wynd and wether and dey bade me do my wurfl; 
by caufe I had fo fewe fchyppys and fo fmale that they fcornyd 
w^ me. And as God wuld on firyday lafl was we bad a gpde 
wynd and then we armyd to the nu'ber of ij^ m^ men in my 
Felyfchyp and' made us redy for to over fayle them and* then 
they lonchyd a Bote and fette up a Stodert of TrueiTe and comj 
and fpakc w* me and ther they were yplded all thehundret 
Schyppys to go w* me in what Port that me liift and my Fe- 
lawys butthey faothe w* me the. day before and fchotte atte us a; 
j*^ Gonnys ai^ Quarell owte of nu'ber and have fl^n meny oi 
my Fel) fchyp and meymyd all fooi 
• Wherfor me thyngkyt that they have forfatt botKe Schypps 

and Godys at owr Seu'»yn Lord the Kyngya wyll Befachy'g 

yow 

3 Theft wtre great Maru foe Tr&de»^ 
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Hril I ictkd you word that wben we w^nt to -Ibai we took 
«wo Ships of Breft cotaing out of Inlanders ; and then after, 
diere is made a great armiog in Britajne to meet with me and 
my FcUowlhip, that is to fay, the great Ship of Breft, the 
great Ship of Morlaix, the great Ship of Vannes, with other 
eight Ships^ Bftrgea, and Balingers ^o the number of 3000 .men, 
and fo we lay on the iea to meet with them. 
. And then we met with a Flote [Fleet] of an hundred greit 
Ships of 3Prufe, Lubeck, Campe, Roftock, Holland, Zealand, 
and Flanders, betwixt Guernfey and Portland.; and there I came 
aboard the Admiral, and bad them flrike in the King's name of 
England, and they bade me go (kite [Jif'te] in the Kiilg's name 
of England J and then I and my Fellowfhip faid, but.£rf/7/g/}] he 
will ftrikc down the fail, that I will overfail them by the grace of 
God, and God will fend me wind and weather ; and they bade 
me do my worft, becaufe I had fo few Ship^ and fo fmatl, that 
they fcorned me. 

And as God would, on Friday laft was, we had a good wind; 
jSLTid then we armed us to ihe number of 2000 men in my Fel- 
lowfhip, and made us ready for to overfail fliem j and then they 
lannched a Boat, and fet up a Standard of Truce, and came and* 
fpdke with me, and there they were yielded all the hundred 
Ships to go with me into what Port that me lift and my Fellows; 
but they fought with me the day before,' and fhot at us a 1066 
Guns, and Quarrels out of number, and have ffain many of my 
Fellowftiip, and maimed alfo. " •;*•-' 

Wherefore methinketh that they have forfeited both Ships and 
Goods at our fovercign Lord the King's Will. 

£ e a . . Befeecfung 
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yow that yc do yowt^ -parte- m ihfs mater for. thi^a I li*vr 
wrytyn to my Lord Cbatihfelef and dl tny Lopdys of die Kyog* 
Counfell and fo I have brofte them all the Q Shyppys v^ in 
Wyght in fpytfe rtf them all and ye myght gete leve of owr 
Sdu*ayn Lord the Kyng to com hydder hyt fchall .ttnrn&ycrar 
to gfetc wurfehup and'profett to helpe make owr a pqytitement: 
in the Kyngs name for ye fawe never fucKe a fyglit of 
fchyppys^ take in to Englond thys C veyntier for wc ly armyd 
nyght and day to kepe them in to the tyme' that we have 
tydengaof owr Soverayn and hys Counfell flFor truly they hxn 
do harme to me and to my Felefchyp and to yowr Schyppya- 
more '^ij m^ ^ worth harme and therfbr I am avefyd and all my 
Felefchyp ta ^ droune them and flee them w^ oute that we haf6r 
tydyngs from owr fou ayn the. Kyng and hys Counfell and- 
therfor in the reu^ens of God come ye yowr felf and ye fchall 
have a grete avayle and wur£:hup of yowr comyng to fee at 
inche fyght for I der well* fey that I have her at y' tyme all* the 
cheflF Schyppys of Duche lond Holond Selond and FlaundrySv 
and now hyt wer tyme for to trete for a fynell peie as ffbr that^ 
partyes. 

I wril no more to yow at y' tyme hut all myghty J'hs- 
have yow in hys kcpyng^ I writ in haft w* in Wyght on: 
Soneday at uyght after the Afcencon of owr Lord. 


II 4 by 13 i- 


By yowr owne f *vant. 


Paper Mark, 
A Pair of Scales.. 
PI. IX. N^ 16. 

f I cannot tell whether this^ la the Original Letter, is 2000 or 3000^ 


Befceching you that yc do your part in this matter, for this 
I have writteato my Lord Chancelbr, and all my Lords of the 
King'8 Council} and fo I hare brought them, all the hundred 
Ships, within \yight [tbe Ifle of Wigbt\ in fpite of them all. 

And ye might get leave of our fovereign Lord the King to* 
eome hither, it fliall turn you to great worfliip, and profit, tO' 
Ikelp make our appointment in the King's name, for ye faw 
never fuch a fight of Ships taken into England this hundred* 
winters; for we lie armed night and day to keep them- in, to 
the time that we have Tiding&of our Sovcrcigni and his Council ; 
for truly they have done harm <o me^ and to my Fellowihip,-. 
and to your Ships, more than ^2oooK worth (of) harm. 

And therefore I am advifed, and all my Fellowlhip, to ^ drown- 
them and flay them,, without that we have tidings from our 
Sovereign the King, and his Council ; and therefore in the reve-*- 
rence of God come ye yourfelf, and ye (hall have a great 
avail, and worfliip* for your coming to fee a fu^h fight, for' 
I dare well fay, that I have here at this time, all the chief 
Ships of Dutchland, Holland, Zealand, and Flanders, and now 
St were time for to treat for a final Peace, as for thefe Parts. 

I write no more to you. at this time, but Almighty Jefu have 
you in his keeping. 

I write in hade within Wight, on Sunday at night after the-' 

Afcenfion of our Lord. 

By your own Servant, 

ROBERT WENYNGTON: 

Ifle of Wight- 
Sunday, ■ 
H. VI. 

1 It feems contrary to all rules (^ war or humasity; to drowiv pr iUiy PrUanc rsof «vaf^'» 
after they have furrcndered*- 
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To tny Matf John Pafton In hajl. 

PLEASE you to knowc and wete of fuche tydy ngs as my 
Lady of York hath by a Tre of Credens und' the figne 
manuel of cure fou^ayn Lord King Edward \?hicbc Tre cam 
un to oure fayd Lady this fame day ' eft'ne evyn at xj clok and 
was fene and red l>e me Will'm Pafton fFyrfl: dure fou'ayn 
Lord hath wonne the feld and uppon the munday next aft* 
* Palmefunday he was refs' in to York w* gret folempnyte and 
p'ceflyonSy and the mair and comons of the faid Cite mad ther 
menys to have g*ce be Lord ^ Montagu, and Lord ^Barenars 
whiche be for the Kyngs coming in to the (aid Cite defyred 
jhym of grace for y* faid Cite whiche g'unted hem g'ce, on the 

This Lc'ter gives a very curious and authentic Account of the bloody Battle of Tow* 
ton (a vi'.la^e about' lo miles S. W. from Yorky) fought on Palm Sunday, the 29th of 
March, 1461 ; within a Month after £dward's pofleffing himfelf of the Crown, and upoi» 
the fate of which, his future hopes of retaining it depended. 

The Fa6ts, here related, arc thofc fcnt by the King himfelf, to his Mother Cecily* 
Duchcfs of York, Widow of Richard, Duke of Yoik, Daughter to Ralph N.evillc, EaiJ 
of VVeflmorcland. 

* Eaftcru Eve, was this year on the 4th of ApriU 

^ rahn Sunday fell on the 29th of March* 
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To my Majier John Pa/ion in hajie, . 

PLEASE you to know and weet of fuch tidings, as mj Lady 
of York hath by a letter of Credence, under the ftgi 
manual of our Sovereign Lord King Edward j which Letter 
came unto our faid Lady this fame day ' Eaftern Even at xj 
o'clock, and was feen and read by me Will'' Pafton. 
«.Firfl:, Our Sovereign Lord hath won the field ; and upon the 

Monday next after * Palm Sunday, he was received into York 

' • 

with great Solemnity and Procefiaons. And the Mayor and 

G)mmons of the faid Q.ty made their means \niediatton\ to 

have grace by Lord 3 Montagu, and ♦Lord Barners, which 

before the King's coming into the faid Gty, defired him of 

grace for the faid Cityi which granted them grace* 

This Account therefore from the King did not arriTC in London all fix daji lifter tho 
battle. 

3 John Neville^ Lord M<Mitague, was, in 14649 created Earl of Northumberland, 
and| on his refignation of that title, in 1 4709 Marquis of Montagu ; he fell in the battle 
of Bamet, in 147 1> fighting againft King £d«ard. 

^ Sir John Bourchier, Lord Barners, in the battle of St. AlbanN, in 14^0, fought on 
the part of Henry VL but after that time, he and his family efpouftd the caufe of tho 
Yorkifts; he died in 1474* 

Vol. ,1. F f Oft 
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Kyngs parte is flayn Lord ^ Fitz water and Lord ^ Scrop fore 
hurt John ^ Stafford • Home of Kent ben ded and Umfrey 
7 Stafford Will'm ^Haflyngs mad Knyghts with oy"" Bloat is 
knygth, &c. 

Un the c'tVy part is ded Lord 'Clyfford Lord '°Ne57le 
Lord "Welles Lord '* Wyllouby Antony Lord '^ Scales Lord 
'♦Harry and be fuppofyng y* Eric of '^ Northumbland Andrew 
Trollop w' many oy' gentyll and comons to y" nomb* of xx"*^ 

It*. Kypg Harry the Qwen the Prince '^Duke of Som's' 
0tike of '7]£xet' Lord ''Roos be fledde in to Scotteland and 
they be cha^d and folwed, &cc^ We fend no er un to you he 
cau& w^e had non c'lynges tyl now for un to y' day London was 
as ibry Cite as^ rayght and becaufe .Spord*uns had no c*teyn 
tydyngs we. thought ye fchuld take them a worthe t}l more 
c*tayn. It* Thorp Waterfeld is yeldyn as Spord'uns can telle 


f h ddes Dwc appear from our Baronages ^at there was a^ this time a Lord FirzwaUcr; 
•ur^idoriaiis however mention fuch a Nobleman, sis commanding st Ferry-Bridge fbr 
Ednrard IV. whetc he wiss defeated sad killed a fsw da3FS.bcfoc6 this battle; and this 
Lttc^r cOaiirmE the exi&enc.e of fiich a Title*. 
■ ^ John, Lord Scroop, of Bohon, died in 1494* 

f John Staifordyand Hwnf^ray Slafibrd, werobotb'of die fam'ljroftheDubeofiBuclc- 
iogham. 

^ William HaOyiigf, was foon after created Lord Haflings, and if> 1483, beheaded, bj- 
the command of Richard III* 

9 Johfl, Lord Clifford, killed at Feniy-Bridgei the- day before, the battle of Towton, 
was the man who bafely (tabbed Edmund, Earl^ot Rutland, immediately after the batiU 
^ WftkefielJ, in Decen^bery 1460, 

<^ John, Laixl. Neville. 

*■ Lionel, Lord V* die , 

y.ou^ 
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Oil the Kiag*s part is flain Lord ^ Fitzwalter, and Lord 
* Scroop fore hurt; ^John Stafford, Home of Kent be dead^ 
and 7 Humphrey StaflFord (and) * William Haftyngs made 
Knights with others ; £lont is knightcdi &c. 

On the contrary y^art is dead Lord ' Clifford, Lord '^Nevyle, 
Lord '* Welles, Lord ** Wylioughby, Anthony. Lord '5. Scales, 
Lord '♦Harry, and hj fuppofithn die Earl of '* Northumber- 
land, Andrew Trollop with many others, gentle and commons^ 
to the number of twenty thoufand. 

Item, King Harry, the Queen, the Prince, Duke of ''So* 
merfet, Duke of '^ Exeter, Lord '•Rooj be. fled into Scotland, 
and they be chafed and followed, &c. We fend ao tx [n^fponer^ 
unto you b:caufe we had inone certain till now; for unto.this^ 
day London was as forry City as might ; and becaufe Spord^ms 
had no certain tidings, we thought ye fhould take them a w»tk 
[^^^^1/ 'Zc;W^/ J till more certain. 

Item, Thorp Waterfield is yeilded as Spordams can tell you* 

<^ Richard Welles, a Ton of Lord Welles, in 145;, vras fammoned as Lord WtlloUgli<% 
by, in right of his wife, Joanni; Heir of that great Warrior Robert, Laid VnUougliliy't 

' < Anthony Widville, Lord Scales, was not killed in this battle, but became aftenrardi 
Earl Rivers, and died in 149N This Nobleman and Lord Montagu mult* have beeii 
created Lords immediately on th« acceffioa of Edward IV. 

'♦ Lord Harry, Qufcry, Stafford^ 

H* Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, jointly commanded with the Duke oC So* 
mcrfct, and was then flain, being about the aje <»f 36 years. 

*^ Henry Beaufort, Duke of Somerfet, was t^ca Priroacr at the battle ef Hexham, ia 
1464, and beheaded by orJer of Edward IV. 

"7 Henry HoFand, Duke of Eateter, took Saa^tuary at Weilminder, aftcF the battle of 
Bftrnet, in 1471 ; went thence piivately abroad, where he lived in great pavefry, 

'» Thomas, Lord Roos. 

Ffa And 
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you, and J'hu fpede you we pY you that this tydyngs my 

Moder may knowe« 

Be your Brod*, 

II I by 4 1. 

Paper Mark, 
Bull's Head and Scar. 
P1.X. NM. 


On a piece of Paper pinned to the above Letter, U a Lift of the Names pf the 
Noblemen and Knights, and the Number of Soldiers flain at the above Battle 
of Towton, as follow : 


Comes Northumbr 
Comes *» Devon' 

JDnV de Beamude 

Dn's de Clifford 

Dri'sdeNevyll. 

Dn*8 de *« Dacrc 

Dn's Henricus de Bokyngham 

Dn's de Well 

Dn's de Scales Antony Revers 

Dn's de Wellugby 

Pn's de Malley Radus Bigot Miles* 

» 


MnUtes, 
Sir Rauff Gray 
Sir Ric. Jcney • 
Sir Harry Bekingbam 
Sir j&ndxew Trollop, 
w'. xxviij *' m Nombcrd by Har- 
ralds. 


1L<E^- 


?• Thomas Courtney, Earl of Dcvonihire, was taken and beheaded. 

»<> Sir Richard Fyncs, was at this time Lord Dacre, but he was not killed In this 

battle. 
*« This Number is lefs than that given by our Hiflorians. 

Autograph. PI. 1 1. N' zi. PI. ir. N* 14. 

The Seal has the ImprcflSon of a Flcur de Lys within a Crcfcent, with a Motto 

above it. PI*, xiv. N^ 16. 

It having been a doubt amongft feveral of our Hiftorians, in what year King Ed- 
"ward IV. began his reign, the following Extrad, fipm an Original Manufcript, (in my 
poficffioDf) containing "The various Expences of Sir John Howard, Knight, on. his 
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And Jefb fpeed you.; we pray you that this tidiags my 

Mother may know. 

By your Brother, 

W. PA ST ON. 


Londooi Saturday, 
Eafter Eve, 
4 th April. 1461^ 
I £• IV. 


TH. PLAYTERS. 


A Lift of the NoblcmcDj Knightti and Soldiersi flain in- Ihc above Battle 

of Towton. 
Nobleoien. Knights. 

Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland Sir Ralph Gray 
ThomaB Courtney, Earl of ^'Dcvonihire Sir Richard Jeijey 
William Beaumontj Vifcount Beaumont Sir Harry Belingham 


John Clifford, Lord Clifford 
John Neville, Lord NevUIe 
* ' Lord Dacxe. 
Lord Henry Stafford, of Buckingham 
Lionel Welles, Lord Welles 
Anthony Rivers, Lord Scales 
Richard Welicfi, Lord Willoughby 
Sir Ralph Bigot, Knighr, Lord de Malley 


Sir A ndrew Trollop 

with twenty-eight *''thoufaud, ntim-^ 
bered by At Heralds^ 


<< own account, and on that of hit Lord, John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, from 1461 
** to 1469 ;*' wiUindifputably aicertainit, . « » 

••Anno R. R. £• qVti q'rto.'* 

CI it«i, yt fferftc day off Apryll my Maft* offyrd at y« crolt on Eib day, xx*.** 

By the Tables, to find £afler for ever, it appears that in 1464, (the Golden Numbei* 
being 2, and the Dominical Letters AG), £a(ler SUnddy was on the i ft day of April. 

Edward IV. began his reign on the 4th of March. . 

The ill of April, 1464, was therefore the fourth of Edwnrd IV, and confequently he 
be^an his reign en the 4th of March, 1460, or, as we flioutd fay now, 1466* i; ^ 

N»B. The Date of the Nnv year commenced annvtally on the 25th d^y of March. 


LET^ 
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To my Maifter Join Viijien O'y^^'^'''*' 

PLEASE yo^ Maifterchep to wete that I have fpokyn w^ 
Eflex in the matt' that ye wete of and fynd him be his 
talk)ng wel dyfpofed not withftandyng he woll not fallc to no 
conclufyon to cngrofe up the mat' tyll y* chef baron be com to 
London and that he be mad pVy to y'' mat' which wc loke after 
this fame fecund faterday after Eft^rne, and as for Notynghain 

- # 

iue IS not ye*t comyn' to London. 

It' as for tydyng it is noyfed and told for trouth of men of 
worchip and oy' that y* Erie of Wylchyr is taken DoA*^ Morton 
and Dodto' Makerell and be brougth to y'^ kyng at York Maid* 
' Will'm alfo fpak w* a man that fey hem. It' Z\ I herd of S'. 
John * Borccter and Xpofer Hanfon that Herry the fext is in a 
place in York fchire is calle Coroumbr fuchc a name it hath 
or muche lyke and there is ' fege leyde abowte and dy v's fquyers 
of the Erie of Northumbrlands and gadered them to geder a v or 
vj m* men to byger w^ the fege that in the mene while Herry 

Trom lience we learn fome farther particulars, relative to the battle ofTou'ton, and 
of the Proceedings after It ; particularly of the befiegiog of a place where Henry VI. was, 
and from which he might have been eafily flolen away. 

This Account differs from that given by our HiftorianS| who fay that the King, &c* 
fled cKieAly into Scotland. 

the 
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To my Majiery John Pa/ion^ Efquih. 

i 

PLEASE your Mafterlhip to weet, that I have fpoKea 
with Eflex, in the matter that ye weet of, and find him by 
his talking well difpofed ; notwithftanding he will not fall to 

« 

no concluGon to engrofs up the matter, till the Chief Baron be 
come to London, and that he be made privy, to the matter 5 
which we look after this fame fecond Saturday after Eafler^ 
And as for Nottingham he is not yet coming to London. 

Itfem, as for tidings, it is noifcd and told for truth of men of 

< 

worfliip, and others, that the Earl of Wiltflilre is, taken, 

« 

Dodior Morton, and Doflor Makerell, and te.brought to the 
King at York. Maftr. ' William alfo fpoke with a man that faw- 
them. Item,. Sir 1 hear of Sir John *Borceter and Chriftopher. 
Hanfon that Harry the Sixth is in a place in Yorkfliire (yDhicbJ 
is called Coroumber, fuch a name it hath, or much like. 

And there is ^ Siege laid about, and divers Efquires of the 
Earl of Northumberland- and. [/jave] gathered them together 
a five or fixthoufand men^ to.byger [^^/] with the fieg^i that 


' William PaHon I believe is here meanti 
* Sir Jolin Bouichier, Query. 

3 Our Hidoiisns make no m'.ntion of this Siege^ nor of t!^e cafe with wliich Il^iiiy 
might have been taken. 

in. 
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the /exte mygli' have ben* ftole a way at a lytyll pofterne on the 
bale fyde at whiche byker ben flayn iij m* men of y* north 

^ Ocle and Conyra leyth the Scge on our fyde and 

thei it is y* have do this ade. S^'m fey the Qweh Som's' and y* 
P'nce fchuld be there. It* it is talked now for trouthe y* Erie of 
* Northumb*land is ded. It' y* Erie of Devenflxire is ded juftely 
It* my Lord ^ Ch'unceler is to York. It' the King and y* 
Lords com not here before ^ Whitfontyde, as it is fayde. It'. 
S^ fone uppon the chef Bafon comyng I fchall fend you a lett* 
w* godds g'ce who p'ferve you and have you in his blyflcd 
Kepyng. 

Your, 

At Cokermouthe was the Erie of Wylchire taken and thefe 
oy*^ Doflor*. It' fom men talke Lord Wellys Lord Wyllouby 
and Skales ben on lyvc. It' S% Robt Veer is flayn in Corncwayll 
as it is tok for trouthe. 

^ By this Account it appem that the Earl of Northumberland was not flain in the 
battle, but died of his wounds fome days after. 

s George Neville, Biihop of Exeteri and Lord Chancellor. 
^ Whitfundayy 20th of May. 


3tctir- 
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in the mean while Harry the Sixth might have been ftolen awaf 
at a little Poftern on the back fide ; at which Byker [Fight^ be 
flain four thoufand men of the North. Sir Robert of Ocle [guerf, 
if Og/e'l and Conyers lyeth the fiege on our fide^ and they it is 
that have done this ^Gt. Some fay the Queeni Somerfet, and the 
Prince (hould be there. Item, it is talked now for truth, the 
Earl of ^Northumberland is dead. Item, the Earl of Devonfhrre 
is dead juftly. Item, my Lord ^Chancellor is to York. Item, 
the King and the Lords come not here before ^ Whitfuntide, 
as It is faid. 

Item, Sir, foon upon the Chief Baron's coming I fliall fend 
you a Letter with God's Grace, who preierve you, and have yon 

in his blefied keeping. 

Your, 

7 THOMAS PLAYTERS. 

At Cockermouth was the Earl of Wiltshire taken^ and thefe 
other Dodors. Item, fome men talk Lord Welles, Lord 
Wylloughby, and Scales be on live la/ive.J 

Itemi Sir Robert Veer is flain in Cornwall, as it is took for 
truth. 

London, 

Saturday, 1 8th of April, 
1461, 1 £• IV. 

7 Thomas Playters was of a good family in the Counties of Norfolk and Suffblk| and 
at this time feeras to have been an attendant about tile Court. In 1623, the Family was. 
honoured with the title of Baronet. PL v. N"* 14. PL xiv. N'' 17. 

Vol. L Gg LET- 
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IRecomand me to yow and lete yow wete y' notwythftandyng 
tydinggs come down as ye know y' pepill (huld not come 
up tyll thei were fent fore but to be redy at all tymes this not- 
withftandyng moft pepill owt of this cuntre have take wags, 
feying thei woll goo up to London but thei have no Capteya 
ner Rewler afligned be the CommifTioners to awayte upon 4nd 
fo thei ftragyll abowte be them felf and be lyklynes are not 
teke to come at London half of them and men that come from 
London fey there have not paifid Thetford not paflyng CCXXJ 
and yet the Townes and the Cuntere that have waged hem fhall 
thynk thei be difchargcd and therfore if this Lords above wayte 
aftyr more pepill in this Cuntre be lyklynes it woll not be eafy 
to get w^ owt a newe comiflioi) and warnyng and yet it woll be 
thought ryght ftraunge of hem that have waged pepill to wage 
any more for eu y towne hath waged and fent firth and are 
redy to lend forth as many as thei ded whan the Kyng fent for 
hem be fore the feld at Lodlowe and thei that are not go be 

goyng in the fame forme. 

Itm 


This Lttter, without either Date, Name or Dircftion, we may difcover, from the 
Contcnis, was written by one of John Pafton's Sons, foqn after the Acceifion of 
Edward IV. to the Throne ; and gives a curious rcprefentation of the ftate of affairs in 
the County of Norfolk at this important period. 

The reaf'jn for this fecrefy of addrefs was, left fome one of the Lancafirian Party fliould 

get 
6 , 
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LETTER III. 

I Recommend me to you, and let you weet, that notwithftand- 
ing tidings come down as ye know, that people (hould not 
come up till they were fent for, but to be ready at all times ; 
this notwithftanding, moft people out of this Country have taken 
wages, faying, they will go up to London ; but they have no 
Captain nor Ruler affigned by the Commiilioners to await upon^ 
and fo they ftraggle about by themfelves, and, by likelinefs, 
are not like to come at London half of them ; and men that 
come from London fay, there have not paifed Thetford not 
paffing 400 J and yet the Towns and the Country that have 
waged {engaged^ them fhall think they be difcharged ; and there- 
fore if thefe Lords above wait after [expeSl^ more people in this 
Country, by likelinefs it will not be eafy to get without a new 
Commiffion, and Warning, and yet it will be thought right 
ftrange of them that have waged people, to wage any more, 
for every town hath waged, and fent forth, and are ready to fend 
forth, as many as they did, when the King fent for them before 
the ' field at Ludlow j and they that are not gone, be going 
in the fame form. 

ect pofleffion of the letter, and fo difcover tlie fentimenrs of the Paftons rcfpeding public 

affaurs. 

■ BatUe at Mortimer's Crofs near Ludlow, 2d of February, 14.60, between Edward, 

then Duke of York, and the Lancaftrians under Jafper, Earl of Pembroke, who were 

-routed. Henry VI. was then in London, under the dircdion of the Earl of Warwick. 

G g 2 Item^ 


zzi O R I G I N A L LETTER S. 

Itm ther waa fiirewd rewie toward in this JCiintre for ther 
was a c'tcyn pTon forth wyth aft* the * Jurney at Wakefeld 
gadered felafhip to have modered John Damme as is feyd and 
alfo ther is at the CaflcU of ' Ryfing and in other ij plafes 
made gret gaderyng of pepill and hyryng of barneys and it is 
wele undyrftand they be not to the Kyng ward but rather 
the contVy and for to robbe. Wherforc my *fadyr is in a dowte 
whedir he fliall fend my broyer up or not for he wold have his 
owne men abowte hym if nede were here but notwythftand- 
yng he wyll fend up Dawbeney his fpere and bowes w' hym as 
5 Stapihon and Calthorp or other men of worfhip of this Cuntre 
agree to doo wherfore demene yow in doyng of yowr erandes 
ther aftyr and if ye fhall bryng any mafage from the Lords 
take writyng for Darcorts maffage is not verely beleved be caufc 
he browt no wrytyng. 

Itm this Cuntre wold fayne take thefe ^ fals Shrewes that 
are of an oppynion cont'ry to the Kyng and his counfell if they 
bad any audorite from the Kyng to do fo. 

Itm my brother is redy ta Yarmowth for to lette brybe's 
that wold a robbed a Ship undyr color of my Lord of Warwyk 
and longe nothyng to hem ward. 

* Battle of Wak^eldi wherein Richard Duke 4)f York wda killed, fought 31ft of 
December, ¥460. 
3 la Norfolk, it is now a fair and yenerable ruin* 
^ John PaHoni Efi^. he (fied in i46€r« 
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Itenif there was fhrewd [AaJ] rule toward in this Countiy, 
for there was a certain perfon forthwith after the * Journey at 
Wakefield gathered Fellowihip to have murdered John Damme^ 
as is faid. 

And alfo there is at the Caftle of ' Rifing, and in other two 
places made great gathering of People, and hiring of Harnefst 
and it is well underftood, they be not to the King ward, but ra- 
ther the contrary, and for to rob. 

Wherefore my * Father is in a doubt, whether he fhall fend 
my Brother up or not, for he would have his own men about 
Iiim, if need were here ; but notwithftanding, he will fend up 
Dawbeney his Spear and Bows with him ; as * Stapleton and 
Calthorp or other men of worfhip of this Country agree to do ; 
wherefore demean you in doin^ of your Errands thereafter;, 
and if ye £hall bring any mcflage from the Lords, take writing, 
for Darcot's meflage is not verily believed^ bccaufQ he broiigjit 
DO writing. 

Item^ this Country would fain take thefe ^falfe Shrews, tfiat 
are of an opinion contrary to the King, and his Council, if 

ft 

they had any authority from the King to do fo. 

Item, my Brother is rode to Yarmouth for to Tet Bribers 
[hinder plunderers] that would have robbed a Ship under colour 
of my Lord bf Warwick, and belong nothing to them ward, 

^JOHN PASTON. 

1461, I E. IT. 

' Sir Miles Supleton, he died 1^)011^1466^ ' 

* Diiloyal men* 

7 Autograph. PL !▼• N« 1 1%. 
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I 

7b my right good Maijier "John Pajlon in all bajl. 

AFTER my moft fp*al Recommendacon Pleafe yo'^ Maif- 
terchip wete The Kyng be caufe of the fege a boute 
Carelylle chunged his day of Coronacon to be ijpon the funday 
nexft after feynt John Baptyfte to thentent to fpcde hym north- 
ward in all haft, and how be it blyfled be God that he hath now 
good tydynggs that Lord IVIountagu hath broken the fege 
and flayn of Scotts vj m* and ij knyghes, whereof Lord Clifford's 
brother is on', yet not wythftandyng he wol be Crowned the 
fayd Sunday, And John Jeney enformed.me and as I have 
v'ely lerned Sethen ye ar inbylled to be made Knygth at this 
Coronacon, wheder ye have underftandyng before hand I wot not, 
but and it lyke you to take the worchip uppon you confyderyng 
the comfortable tytynggs afore fey^ and for the gladneffe and 
plefo' of al yo' welwyllers and to the pyne and dylbomfort of all 
yo^ Hie wyllers, it were tyme yo'^ gere neceflarye on that by halfe 
were p'veyd fore, and alfo ye had ncde higth you to London 
for as I concey ve the Knygthes fchuld be made uppon the Sater- 

day 

By this Account it appears tbat Lord Montagu muft have iftarched very foon after the 
battle of Towton to the Siege of Carlifle ; but our Hiftoriaos are filent on this fttbje^. 
J. Pafton does not appear to have been knighted at tb« Coronattoiiy John Markhttn and 

William 
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LETTER IV. 

To my right good Majler^ John Paftofiy in all bajie. 

AFTER my moft fpecial Recommendation, Pleafe your 
Mafterfhip weet ; the King, becaufe of the Siege of Car- 
liflej changed his day of Coronation to be upon the Sunday 
next after Saint John Baptift, to the intent to fpeed him North- 
ward in all hade. And how be it> blefled be God, that he hath 
now good tidings, that Lord Montagu hath broken the Siege, 
and flain of Scots fix thpufand, and two Knights, whereof Lord 
CliflFord's brother is one ; yet notwithftanding he will^he crown- 
ed the faid Sunday. 

And John Jeney informed me, and as I have verily learned 
fithen \^Jince'\ ye are inbilled to be made a Knight at this Coro- 
nation ; whether ye have underftanding before hand, I wot not ;- 
but and it like you to take the worfhip upon you, confidering 
the comfortable tidings, afore faid ; and for the gladnefs and 
pleafure of alt your WelwiUers j and to tiie pine and difcom- 
fort of all your 111 willers ; it were time your geer neceffary 
on that behalf were purveyed for ; and alfo ye had need hight 
you \j:ome\ to London, for as I conceive the Knights ihouldbe 

William YclYcrtc^^ were called to the degree of Serjeants, in 14^0, and in 1444 bQ^i 
made fudges,' the former fuccecdcd as Chief Juft'ce of the King's Bench, \n 1462.. 

Below.thc Diie£lioa-o£thi5 Later, and it} a more modern hand ts wriu^, ^^'J. P»(lpi)» 
w^ others ijnbilled to be jnadc knights jjt thQ C^'pnttion o.f, IJ. y* iiii*** ^" . 

Autograph. PUvr*N^i4. 

made 
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clay by for y' Coronacon^ and as moche as may be p'veyed 
for you in fecrete wyfe wytbouten coft I fchall by fpeke for you 
if nede be, ayens yo*^ comyng in truft of the beft, nev'the- 
leffe if ye be dyfpofed ye had nede fend a man by fore in all haft 
that no thing be to feke. Will'm Calthorp is inbylled, and 
Yelu'ton is inbylled^ whiche caufed Markh'm be caufe Yel- 
u'tofi loked to have ben Chef Juge and Markh*m thynketh to 
plcfc hym thus. And as for the mat* a yens Pontr^ll we 
can no farther p'cede tyl we have my maift' yo' faders teftam?^ 
I fent my maiftres a lett' for it, no more but I p y al myghty 
Jh'u have you in his kepyng. 


II ihy ^l. 
Autograph. PL v. N^ 14. 


Y'. 
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To my right Worjhipfull Maiji'' John Pafim at Heylefdon in 

Norjf in kqft. 

AF T* due recomendacon hadde Pleafe it your Maift^fliip to 
witte y* as for Plait' he fliall excufe j- writte of the 
p'lemeDt, &c. as touchyng my Maift' Howard I cannot yet 
ipeke w* hym ne w* Moungom'ye nether but as for y« day of 
Coronacon of y« Kyng it (hall be certeynly the moneday next 

aft' 
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9Uu}fl upoB tb^ Saturday before the Coronation. And as much ' 

as may be purveyed for you in fecret wife without coft j I fliall 

tteij^eak for yoU| if need be,' againfl your coming, in trufl of 

the bcft ; nevprthelefs if ye be difpofed, ye had need fend a 

maiB befj^P^ in all hafte, that nothing he to feek. William 

QiUhQrp;i% inbilledr and Yelver ton is inbilled, which caufed 

M3j:kh9Pi becaufe Yclvcrton looked to have been Chief Judgei 

and r^rj^^am thinketh to pleafe him thus. And as for the 

matter ag^inft Pqntrell, we can no farther proceed, till we have 

my Mafter your Father's Teftament ; I fent my Miftrefs a 

Letter for it. No more, but I pray Almighty Jefu have you 

in his keeping* 

Your, 

THOMAS PLAYTER. 

Londotiy 

May or JunCi I46i« 

• I £• IV. 


LETTER V. 

To my right worjhipful Majler^ John Pajlon^ at Heylefdon^ 

in Norfolk^ in bqfte* 

\ FTER due recommendation had ; Pleafe it your Mafter- 
xV ihip to weet, that 4s for Playters he Ihall excufe the writ 
of t% Parliament, &c. As touching my Mafter Howard^ I 
cannot j«t fpeak with him nor with Montgomery neither ; but 
as for dife day of the Goronation of the King, it ihall be certainly. 

Vol. I. Hh ^ 
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aft' Mydfom* and it is told me y^ ye among oy' ar named to be 
made Knyght atte Coronacon, &c. • 

Itm it is feid y^ y* Coronacon do the Kyng wole in to y* 
north part forthwith and y'for (hall not y' p'lement holde but 
Tvrittes Ihall goo in to ev'y fhire to gyve them y^ ar chofyn 
Knyghtes of y* Ihire day aft' Michelmefle this is told me by 
fiiyche as arn.rijght credible. Maift' Brakle (hall p'che at Poules 
on funday next comyng as he tolde me and he tolde me that 
for caufe childermeffe day fal on y* funday the Qoronacon flial 
on y* moneday, &c. Wretyn in haft at London the funday 
next tofore mydfom*. 

Yo^ right pou'e Tuant; 

^ III by 4}; 

On the back of this Letterj in a hand more modi^ra than the Original, is « 
written. 

" John Pafton,. named to. be made Knight? at the Coronation of^ King Br 
<•' the iiij^^'' 


The nnnners of the times bebg what I wl(h to point out, this Letter afibrds a remark- 
able inilance of the fuperilition of that age% 

Hply. Innocents^ pr Childermas day, is the 28th of December, a day reputed fo ^ 
\inlucky, that ^during the year, maay People eveo now *, will4U)rbegi9'!ii|y new^^iece 
of worky on that day of the week on which that happens. 

In the year 1460, this unfortunafedi^Y fell'on a Sunday ; iat that time therefore they 
muft leckon forwarda.in the ne;xt year for the weekly Childermas day, according as it 
happened in the December of the year preceding; as the a8th of June, in no year, could 
be on the fame day.of the week as the 28th of Deeembcp in the &roc year ; if this was . 

* , not 

• This is obfcrved like wife in the Spcftator. . 
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the Monday next after Midfummer, and it is told me, that 
ye amongft others are named to be ntade a Knight at the Coro« 
nation. 

Item, it is faid, that the Coronation done, the King will 
(go) into the north part forthwith ; and therefore (hall not 
the parliament hold, but Writs (hall go into every fliire to 
give them, that are chofen Knights, of the fhire, day after 
Michaelmas IMhis is told me by fuch as are right credible. 

Mafter Brakle (hall preach at Paul's on Sunday next coming, 
as he told me, and he told me, that for caufe Childermas day 
fall on the Sunday, the Coronation (hall (be) on the Monday. 

Written in hade at Londouj the Sunday next tofore' Mid- 
jbiximer. 

Your right poor Servant, 

JAMES GRESHAM 

XiOndon, 

Sunday, 21ft of June, 
1461, I E. IV. 

not the cafe, they obferved only the zStfa day of every month, as a Chitdermai day, and 
therefore ominous. 

But fuppofing it to hare been either way, we here find thia piece of fuperfttt'on coun- 
tenanced by a PriefV, and celebrated Preacher; for fuch we mud fuppofe Fryer Brakle, 
the Perfon appointed to preach at St. Paul's, at fo public a time as the day preceding a 
Coronation. 

James Grefliam was a Gentleman of a good Family in Norfolk, afterwards fiamous for 
having produced fo public ipirited u mua as Sir Thomas Grefliam, Founder pf the Royal 
Exchange, &c. Pl. iii. N' ^8. 
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To the WofJhi^uU John Fajhn and WyWm Rokew^deSquyeris 

and to eu'ych of them. 

RIGHT worfliipfuU Cofynes I recmh'aunS me to yo^ 
and for as mech as I am credybiHy informyd how that 
Sir Myles Stapylton knyght w* other yll dyfpofed pTottes defame 
and fFallly noyfe me In mofderyng of Thomas Denys the Crown* 
and how that I intend to make Infurexyoes contrari unto the 
law. And that the feyd Stapylton flFer'ymorc noyfeth me w* 
gret Robries, in whech defamacybEs and fab noyfyngs the feyd 
Stapylton, and in that his faying he is ffals, that know^ God, &c; 
And for my playn acq'tayll yi he or any Subftancyall Gentylman 
wyll fay it and avow it^ I fay to it contrari. And by lifens of the 
Kyng to make it good as a Gentyhnan. And in this my 
playn exfkeus, I pray yow to opyn it unto the Lords that the 
feyd Stapylton, &c. makyn gcet gaderyngs of the Kyngs Re« 
belyones lying in wayte to mord'r me. And in that I may 
make opyn profF. Wretyn in « haft the x day of July A° R R 
E iiij i^ 

1 2 by 4 )• « 

Rcmebre to take a wryht to chefe Crown'es in NorfF. 

We bave here the unhappy condition of a Nation harrafled by civil diiTcniions pointed 
out. Each party will commit Crimes, of which,, at any other time the very name would 
fhock them, and accufations of the mofi horrid offences will be continually preferred by 
one party againft the other. 

Private Duelling .was unknown here at this period, and long after ; the King's Licence 

for 
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LETTER VI. 

To the worjhipful yobn Pajion^ and William Rokewode^ Efquires^ 

and to ever each [each^ of them. 

RIGHT worCb^fut Coufins, I recommend me to you ; and 
for as much as that I am credibly informed how that Sir - 
Myles Stapyhon knight, wkh other ill-difpofed perfons^ defame* 
and falfly noife me in murdering of Thomas Denys the Coroner; 
and how that I intend to make Infurredions contrary unto the 
law; and that the faid Stapyltpn farthermore noifeth me with: 
great robberies, in which defamations and falfe xioifings the 
faid Stepylton, &c. in that his faying, he is falfe, that know it. 
God, &c. And for my plain acquital, if he or any fubflantial 
Gentleman will fay it, and avow it; I /ay to it contrary; and 
by licence of the King to make it. good as a Gentleman. >And 
in this my plain excufe, I pray you to open it unto the Lords, 
that the faid Stapylton, &:c. make great gathering? of the 
King's rebellions \Rebels\ lying in wait ta murder me ; and itt 
that I may make; open proofs &;c. Written, in hafte the lotb 
day of July, in the lilyear of the reign of Edward IV. 

JOHN BERNE YE. 

Remember to take a writ to choofe Coroners in Norfolk. 

loth of July, 146 1, 1 £• IV; 

for a Combat was neceiTary to be obtained ; this procured, th£ Combat proceoded pub*- 
lidy : in all matters of Treafon, the vanquiflied Party was immediately ezeciited.. 

The Stapyltons were a family of confcquence in Yorkfliirc, &c.. 

John Berney was of an ancient fanfily in Norfolk, then (ituatcd at Witchingham, the 
dcfcendants of this family were raifed to the rank of Baronet in x620« PI. v« N^ i^. 

LET- 


v;t3« ORIGINAL XETTERS, 


'to the Worjhipfull "John Pa/ion and to my Cofyn WyWrn 
Rokewode Squyer itf my Lord of Cantyrburi. 

RIGHT worfliipfull Sir I Recum'aund me to yow praying 
yow hertyli to labour for that the Kyng may wryte unto 
•me gevyng me thankyug of y* good wyll and fervyfe that I 
haflF doo unlo hym and in beyng w^ hym a yens his aduTarics 
and Rebelyones as well in the North as in this Cuntre of Norff^ 
And in that the Kyng (hold pleafe the Comynnes in this Cuntre, 
ffor they grudge and fey how that the Kyng Refayvith fych of 
this Cuntre, &c, as hafF be his gret Eanemycs, and Oprefleors 
of the Comynes, and fych as hafF affyftyd his Hynes be not 
Rewardyt, and it is to be confedery'd or cilys it wyll hurt as me 
femyth by Reafon, and in ayd of this ciiaungebyll Rewle it wer 
neffeflary to move the good Lords SpVetuall and Temp'all by 
the whech y^ myght be Reforinyd, &c. and in cas that any of 
myn olde Enemyes ' Tudynh'm * Stapylton and ' Heydon w^ 

It was certfiitily incumbent i}j)on ,tKe Xing^to pay ieveiy mark of attention to thofe 
who had efpoufcd his caufe, and helped to feat him on the throne, and to make them 
appear with confcquence amongd their Tenants and Dependants,; as noticed and rewarded 
by him ; at the fame tlme^ it was certainly a wife meafure in the Prince, to endeavosr 
to attach to his inteicfl as many as he could of thofe who had efpoufed a contrary party. 
This Edward feems to have been endeavouring to accomplifli} though, if we may fupj)ofc 
the Writer of this Letter unbialTcd, he beg<in already to negled thofe who had ftrved 
liim in the niofl critical dtne* 

theyr 
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LETTER Vir. 


Xo the Wwjhipjul John Pa/ion^ and to my Coufin William 
"Rokevjode-t Efquire, leitir my Lord of Canterbury. 

RIGHT worfliipfur Sir, I recommend me to you, praying 
you heartily to labour for, tiat the King may write unto 
me; giving me thanks of. the goodwill and.fervice that I have 
done unto himi and in being with him againft his adverfaries 
and rebellions, as well in the North, as in this Ck)untry of 
Norfolk. And in that the King fhould pleafe the Commons 
in this Country; for they grudge and fay, bow that the King 
receiveth fuch. o£ this Country, &c. as have been his great. 
Enemies, and Oppreflbrs of the Commons; andfuch as have 
afTifled his Highnefsi be not rewarded.; and it is to be coafi- 
dered, or elfe it will hurt as me feemeth by Reafon; and in aid 
of this changeable Rule, it were neceflary to move the good 
Lords Spiritual and temporal, by the. which it tnight be re- 
formed, &ci And in cafe that any of mine old Enemies ' Tu- 
dinham^ :*Stapylton,.and. ^Heydon^ with their aifinity, labour 

* Sir Thomas Tudcnhan* was a Lancaflnan, and being luipeftcd, together w'th John 
dd Vere, Earl oi Oxford, his fon Aubrey, and others, of correfponding with Qiieen * 
Margaret, wa»arreftcd, tried, and convicted before John, Earl of Worccftcr, and be- 
B'eaded on Tower HiIV ill February, 1461. Sir Thomus was at that time about IS 2.. 
years of age» 

. ^.Sir.MylesStBf>yltDD,tXnighc, .of Ingham^ in. Norfidk;; . 

i .9 Jjcditt >{eydon.waa.aLawy^r o£ emineaet , in the reign of Hrafy VI. and iifterwardt 
IB that of Edward lY. whereby he advanced his family and fortuae/ anJ died in x^%(^ 


.1. 


t^o 


ORIGIN AL LETTERS. 


tlicyr aflFenytc labur the Kyng and Lords unto my hurt, I am 
and wylbe Red/ to come to my Sou'ayn Lord for my exikeust 
foo y' I may come faff for unlawfull hurt, purveyed by my 
fejd Ennemyes, no mot;e at this tyme but God praferve yow m 
gcas. Wretyn at Wychyogh m the xtj day id the moA<tU of 
July a^ H R E iiy^^ i\ 

Plcafe it yow to move this unto my Lords ^Caurftyrburi 
'Ely Norwych, &c. 

^ Thomas Bourchicr was Archbifliop of Canterbury, William Gray Bifhop of Ely, 
and Walter Hart Bilhop of Norwich. 


T— r 
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' 7o my full worJhipfuH Jpecidll gode Mai/i Jobn Pa/ion' Squyer 

• abiding at Norwich. 

RIGHT worihipfuU S^ and fome tyme my mboft ipeciall 
gode Mailer I recom'aunde me unto yo^ gode MaiAerfiiip 
V all my* pour Tuice if it. may in air|r.wife.fuffice an4^ fadjbfr ] 
more S\ I befeche you nowe beyng in your countre where ye * 
anay deily call unto you my Maift' S' Thomas ^Hoyfy^y oom 
to remembre my pour mater and by your difcretions . (q (9)^ 


!»' 


Tde Wnter (PI. iii. N^ 32,) In the former part of this Letter feton toaccufe his 
Mflftar P4ifi(n of deky, ia falfiMng the tmOs in Sir JohD AOMffft WUi, 4o whofti he 
wasixecucon Fl, xur* N^' I9« **. . • ' 

^ 6 Cuch 


EDWARD IV. «4i 

t * 

die KtBg and Lords uato my hurt ; I am and will .be readf in 

come to my Sorereign Lord for my excufe; io that I may cmnc 

fiife for liolawfiil hurt, purveyed by my iaid Enemies. N# 

more at this time, but God preferve you io grace. Written at 

Witchioghamt the i6th day of the month of July, in the i ft 

year of the reign of Edward IV. 

$ JOHN BERNETE. 

Witchinghatn, 
i6ch M July, 14619 
1 K. IV. 

Pleafe it you move this unto my Lords ^Canterbury» Ely» 
Norwichf &c* 

This Letter it ftalcd with an ^Tal Seal of Wax, haviiig a brmdof emaft tmad ic» 
PI. XIV. N^* 18. 
< Autograph. PI. v. N* 1 j« 


LETTER VIII. 

« 

Ti toy full warjhi^ul^ and Jpecial good Majier^ John Pqfim^ 

Efquire^ aUding at Norwicb. 

RIGHT worfliipful Sir, and fdme time my moft fpecial 
good Mafter» I recommend me unto your good Mafter- 
ihip, with all my poor fenrice^ if it may in any wiie foffice j and 
farthermore Stf I beieech you# now being ^a your coiuntry, 
where ye may daily call unto you my Mafter Sir Thomis 
• Howysy once [fome time or otber\ to remember my poor matter^ 

* Sir Thomai Howyt was Parfon of BlofieU^ in Norfolk, 

VoL« L T i and 


tt4» OltlCrKAL' L1BTTER& 

Uteli m diradictf theryu aad f^ to odUcMer aft^ ma9i>e to yodr 
diMfeii^ and le my fWtkeran^e, aceMdyffg to like iHU of hym 
fikkt H pafldd uftto Gode^ T^hofc £idl I p'y J&'u 'p'^omev ^1^^ 
tM^ S^ ther was in hym no faute biit in nss otitly f€ ithi 
A9t as- 1 have «em«»Wed your MaUler&ip sffdrc diy tyme iTor 
truly S'. I der fay I ihuld havekod as fpeci^l and as goie-A 
.Maifter of you as any pour man as T am w^yn England ihuld 
have hadd of a worfliipfull man as ye ar yf ye had neu' medulled 
the godes of my Maifter ff, and as moche ye wold have done 
aftd labored fore me in my ri^t if it hadde byn m tfie handes 
of any oder man than of your felf anely. But I t^uftein* Gode 
at jrouf 9ext comyng to have an aafwere &udx as I ^Aarlbe 
content w*. And yf it may be fo, I am and (halbe your TuKt 
in that I can or may, that knoith our Lord Jh u whom I befech 
&ve and fend you a gode ende in aH- your ma t ers tayotnr p i e ife r 
and worfhip eu'laftyng^ Amen Writton at London iiij^ die 
Oaobr. 

Ab lore tidyngs the Kyng wolbe at London w^n iij deies 
next comyng, and all the Caftelles and Holdes in South Wales 
and in North Wales ar gyfen and yelden up into the Kynges 
handt and the Due of * Exceflre and THerle of 3 Pembrolb ar 
floon and taken the Mounteyns and dyut^Lordcs w^ gret puiflTans 
ar afcer them, »d the mooft p'c of GMlt)aien ' and men of 
wor&ip ar comen jn to the Kyng and have g'ce Vxf aU' Wal#s« 

. * Heniy HoOand; he married Lady Anne, Sifier to Edward IVih» but conciaiicd 
firm to the interna df the Houfe of Lanc^cr. He lived and died abroad, in great po- 
verty and diftitft. Soma &y hit Corpft wa« found on the Sea flioie to Kent. 

The 
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aod by your difcretkms to take fucfa a diredlion ttiorem^ aod fo to 
conclude, as may be to your difcharge, and to my furtherance s 
aocordmg to the Will ofJiita that; is paiTed unto Gody whofd'Siiit 
I prajf Jdfu.pardoa ! for truly, Sir« theie waa in ^im no faulC; btit 
in me only ; if it be not as I have xeotembered your Ma^rflu|^ 
afi^re tbU.time^ Porltraly, Sit^ I dafe iay I (kwld hay^ had ki 
fyflcialt and as good « Mal^.of j(» as my popr man, as 1 4A# 
vvithin Eogjbnd ^Jioithlha^ Iiad of a wQiihipful f^an, as you ai'e, 
if ye h«id never meddkd wtA tks Good* of my Mafter Faftolf. 
;; A^d j^ mi¥^h f^ fmifld hfir^ done, and laboured for mc^ in 
my rigbti; if it bad been in the hands of any ^ther man than of 
yourielf oaly« Qu(, I truft in Cod, at your next coming, to 
haye an anfwer# fuch as .} (hall be coAtent with ; and if it may 
be ib; I am and fliaU be your Servant in that I can or may, 
that knoweth our Lord Jefus, whom I befecch. fave, and (end 
you a good end in all your matters, to your pleafure and w6r« 
fliip everlafting. Amen. Written at London, the 4th diiy of 
Odober. 

•As for Tidiogs, Ae King will be at London within three days 
next coming, and all the Caflles and Holds both in South Wales 
and in NcHth Wales, are given^ and yielded up, into the Kin]g's 
b^d; and the Duke of ^Exeter and the Earl, of 3 Pembroke 
are fled and (have) taken the Mountains^ and divers Lords with 
gieat puiflange are after themi . Aod the mbfl: part of Gentle- 
men, and men of worfliip are come jn' to tlie Kihgi *and Kavc 


1 Jafpcr Tttdor, of HatfieW, half-hi-othcr to Henry YI. he was afterwards Duke of 
BedfonU > . • . «« . , 

lis grace 
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, The Dae of 4^ Som's* t}ie Lord ^ Hangcrford Robt Whityng^ 
^aa^ and oder tiij or v Squyers ar cornea into Normaady out ofi. 
ScQtlaod and as yette they ftand ftrete under areft^ and as^ 
M*chau)ites that ar oomen late theos fey* tliey ar like to be dem^d 
and jt^iged prifon'ti my Lord ^ WehJok, S^ John Cley and the 
Deaa of Seynt Seu'yeoahaTe abidea at Cales thife iij Wikes and 
yiat|e ar diere> abidyi^ a faufcoadQit» goyog uppon an Am^ 
ha&te to the ffrenflie ^Kyagt and Sf. Warner > Bknint Tre- 
forer of Cales w^ a grete fdeflnp of Souldeoura of Calies and 
roany oder men of the Marches hare Ibyn a»d yetle doo at a 
Seege afore die Cafldl of Hampmes hy iide Cales and deily 
make gret werre either p'te toother, icm I iendunioytni a Copy 

of a Lett* that was taken uppon the See» made by the Lord 

< 

Hungerford and Whytyngh'm. It* we fiiall have a gret Am- 
baflfate out of Scotland in all haft of Lordes. 

At your comaundement and Ser vaunt, 

1 1 i by xo {. 

. .pjipfer Mark,' 
Buirs Heid and Star. 
PI. X. N' 1. • 

E4I€- 

^ Henry. Beaufort^ he was beheaded In 1463, after the battle of HexhaiD. 
9 R6berf, iLori nungelrfordy was 1)eheadcd in i^|» for endeaTOurinr to reAmie 
HcniyVI. 
^ Jolin, Lord. Wenlpck. left the Y9rk Party, and joined that of Lancailer, but Aer« 

.......... . - t. -.-. . . ... jj^jjjl^ 


« 


g»ce of all Wales. The Duke of ^ Somerfet» the Lord ' Hun-' 
gerford, and Robert WKitTngham, and other four or five 

_ ' ^ _ ft • r / • 

Enquires, are come unto Normisimly oiit of Scotland; and as' ytt 
they ftand ftrafit under arreft ; and as Merchants that are come 
Jate thence fay; tkey are like to be deemed and judged Pnibners^ 
My Locd ' Wenlock, Sir J6hh Cley, and the Deaii of Saint 
Severiqts> ha^e abodes Cakiia tbsfe three w^s^and yet sttt 
there abiding 'a £ife Condud; gotifgupon an Embafly to the 
French ^ King. And Sir Walter ^ Blonm» Treafurer of Calais^, 
vnth a great Felloitihip of Soldiers of Calais, and many other 
men of the Marcjbes, hate lam». and yet do, at a Siege afdre |hei^ 
Caftle of Hanunes, by-fide Calais^ sod daily make great «Nir^c 
either party to other. 

Item, I fend unto you a Copy of a Letter that was talcen npon; 
the Sea» made by the Lord Hunger ford apd Whttyngfuun. 

Item, we fhall have a great Ejnbafly out of Scotland in all 
bafte of Lords. . . 

At your Commandmtnty and^^erranft 

HENRY WYNDESORE^ 

London,. 

4th of OADberiy. 1461V 

I E. IV. . . 

tediogrtoeoina «p in time at the beECtle cf TetM^ttitryi in: 147 1, Eteioni; Duke of 
Somoief, deft him down with a battle fx. ' 
7 Lewis XI. * 

* He WB» cceaiedLord Montjojr, in 1)6;^ »a4 obtained fvk of dio^ Sfistet el the 
attainted Thomas Counnejr, Earl of DeTonlhire. 
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TbefoIhwiBg is the Copy of the Letter enchfed to bis Muft' Pi^w^ 

., • . . ., . 

A la Reyne D^engkterre 

Bfootf.^ 

MA I) AM plcafe k yo' godc God we ^havc fitH our 
cpmyng hider writen to yo"^ Highnes thryes the laft we 
fent by ' Bruges to be fent to you by thq firft vcffcll that went 
into Scotland the odcr ij lejtera we fent from * pepe the t*on by 
the Carvell in the whiclie , we canie and the oder ii; a noder 
veflell but ma dam'^.all was oor\ thyng in fubflance of puttyng 
you in knolege of the ^ Kyng your uncles deth whom God 

* 

aflfoyll anid hoWe w:e ftade areft and doo yet, but op tuyfday next 
we truft and uqderftande wc (hall up to the *'Kyhg yo^ Colya 
gerniayPi his ComyfTaries at the firft of our tarrying toke all our 
letters and writyngs and here theym up to the Kyng levyng my 
Lord of SomTet in kepyng atte Caftell of Arkes and my felowe 
Whityngha^ and m|^i ffbf w:c had £ivff copdudt in the Town 
of pepe where we ar yete. But on Tyyfday next we under- 
ftaiide that it' pleafetb the faid Kyngs' Highnes that we fhall 
come to hys pTence and ar charged to briQg U9 up Monf" de 
Creflell nowe Baillyf of Canfe and Mon'P de la Mot Ma dam 
fcFth. jQU afiK bjit.be of gode comft>rt and hmwzxt that ye aven* 
turc not your pTon, ne my Lord the rrynce 'by tlic See» ti)Vye 
hk^ "^p ^i^lt f^on^^s k kfeV^hafr yobr yfon camidt be ibre 

there 


\\m. Cqpy ts wiitteA by Henry Windfer, tnd having the fame Paper Mark with the 
IS^egoitig^riginal Letter^ it that which n-as fttA with it to Us Mailer PaflMi, to whom 

It^isdife^d. -» « »' * */ . * 

' Wb Jbere fee the fulpiciotts fiate the Adherents of the Queen were in abroad^ though in 

the 
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T(f tB^ Spleen &f l^ngiand, 

MADAM,' plcafe h yofuir good God, y9e hwc ftnce our 
coinmg^ Inthier, written f o your Highnefs- thriee } the fifft. 
We fent by ^^Brtigcs, ta be fettt to you by the fir ft veflTel that 
wcntridta Scofland^ the other two Letters were fent from * jbidj[ie» 
the one, by the Ciarvel in the which we came j and the other^ 
in another veflel ; but, madam, aR wad one thing in fubftance^ 
of putting you !iiif Imowiedge ef the ^ King your Uncle's deaths 
wjbpm God afibyl [fiortkn]^ and bow we (lade [^W] arrefled, 
and do y^t.- ^ut on Tuefday next we truft and underftand, we 
ihall up to the ^ King your Coufin Germain. His GommifTa- 
xtesi at the firft of our tarrying^ took all our LiettBars> and Wri« 
tingS) and bare them up to the King ; leaying my Lord of 
Somerfet in keeping at (the) CalUe of Arket; and lay Fellow 
.WUt^^faam andl me^ {jaot We had fafe oonduA) in the Tt>wn of 
jDfope } wfacfe we are yet. But on Tuefday next we underfiand^ 
that it pleafethtbe^fai4 KingV Highnef&, that we ihall come* ta 
bis prefence : and are charged to bring us up»* Monfieup de 

Creflell now BaiiiflR of Canfe and Monfieur de ta Mot« 

, . » «. 

Midam, ferth \/ear^ you not^ bu); be of good comfort^ and 
.fctware thai ye adventun^ not your per(bn^ ne my Lord the 
iPrincei by the Sea^ till ye have other word from us ; m lefs than 

iIb Uagdom of%nr€ottfiiwGemaiiu Whitt a fl^for poor Xing Heiuy, tnm s thioar 
so tte atteudaDce of tour mca and a boy \ 
* A City and Port Town \tk Plaaden* . < i 

^ i^ii XL Kiag of France. 


v^ ORIGlkAX LETtEHS. 

diere u ye ar that extreme neceffite dr)-fe jou tbeu and for 
Cod bkc the Kyogt Highnes be advy&d the fame, ffor as we 
ht i d Therll of > March is into Wales hy land and 

tiith t navy ihider bj fee« and Ma Dame chynketh verilf 

Tif« i : foncr be delyvered but y* we woU come ftreght to 

. f oif w^iit Deth take ui by the wey, the which we truft he woU 
act till «e Set the Kyog and you peiffible ayene in your Ream^ 
the which we bcfecb God foon to Tee and to fend you that your 
Jiighncs dcfireth. Writcn at DepC the xxx" d^ of Auguft. 
Ytf true Spbgettcs and 

liege men, ' ^unsf cCotb* 

?ap«r Mark* 

aHll^ Hud tai Sbir. 

PL X. N' I. 

.1 

^ tSe bottm of the Cofy (fthe Letttr itaddid 
Theft ar the names of thofe men that ar in Scotland v* the Qgtoe. 
The Kyng Herry is at Kirkhowbce w' iilj moi, and a chitde 
Quene Margaret is at Edenburgh and hit S(»i. ... • 

The Lord ■ Rxxm and his Son. 

John Onnonj Waynesfonl of Londsa ' Thorn' Bumhf ' '-.'*. 

WiU'mT^lboji Thorn' Tbompfon of Guf ne* Borrct^fSufTex 

S'. John Ffortefcu 'rhonT Bramptoa of Gufiics 8<. John Wclpjalle ' 

S'. Thorau ffjnden John Auddey of Guynei M' Rog* CIcrfc oflxaidali 

S^E<lmund Hampden Langheyn of Irland Joho Retfofd lat^Cg.iitut 

S'. Henry Roo« Tbomaa Philip of Gppcfvicb Gilea Scnaiowc 

Jolui CoWfUH'r Danfoo JoluiHwt. ,^ 

Mjrrfjn of Kent, • , , 

f Edwaid IV. King of Ef hn^- • ' 

* Robert* I<ord Hungcrfcrd, wai % tketSf Fricttd le (be Hotfe of Laawici^ iad 
being* talHitia.arma, cKkavowiiiicnidbrttHMHf V]<wubchM4Ml'iBl463b' 


^ . jx. .w~ A K « c| . .rvr. . a^t 
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[unlep tbat^ your perfon cannot be fure there as ye are [where 
you are], and that extreme ncceffity drive you thence. And 
for God*8 fake f/eij the King'a Highnefs be ad vifed the iame j^ . 
for as we be informed^ the Earl of ^ March is into Wales by . 
land, and hath fent his Navy thither by Sea. And, Madam, 
thinlc verily, we fhall not fooner be- delivered^ but that we will 
come ftraight to you, without Death take us by the,way ; the^ 
which we truft he will not, till we fee the King, and you peace-* 
able again m your Realm ; the which we befeeeh Gfod fooa ta^. 
fee, and to fend you that your Highnefs defiretfa. Written 
at Diepe,* the 3dth day of Auguft. 

Ybur true SubjeAs and 


— « • 


i»ep«. ,. , , Liegemen, • HUNGERFORD. 

ft fv.''"''^ '^" • ' WHITYNGHAM. 


Thefe are the names of thofe meir that are in^cothnd wii 
the Queen. 

The King Harry is at* Kirkbowbre [Kirkudir^Si]' v^h four 
fnehand achiM. ' 

Queen Margaret Is at'Edenbufgh and her Son. ' * 

The Lord ' Roos and his Son. ' ' 

JohnOrmond MyrfynofKcnt ' Dtmfori ' ' " 

W Wm T»y*bQy« . Waync«fard of L^doa . f ho* Bumby 

S'. John Fortc^cue Tho' Thompfoa of Guyoes Borret of Suflez 

S'. Thb» Fyndcrn The* Brampton of Goyncs S' John Wclpdalc 

$'• Edmund Hampden John Audcley of Guynes Mr. Rog' Clerk of London 

S'. Henry Roos Langheyrr ol Ireland John Retford late poubitt 

Jol!*^ Courtney Tho* Philip of IpTwich ' Giles f>cinrtowc !. * 

•' - JohnHawt. ' "'' '" ' ' \ 

y Sir Robert Whxtynghara and Sir Edward Hampden were ilain at the l^attlf of Te\y* ■ 
keibury» in 1471. 

' Thomas, Lord Koos, and his Son Edmund, the former was bebeaded in 14631 after 
Ae battle of Hexham. ' / 

Vol. I. - ' • K fc • - *• * • ^^^'LETw 
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JMf. this is the confejfyon of xvj ffrenjheme nsf the Mafyr takyn 

at\ Sbe'y^ni ye iij noek of lent. 

1 G H T Woriliipfull $'• I recomaund me to you and Ictc 
you wytte yt I have be at Shiryngh^m and examyoed y* 
frenfhmen to y* nombre of xvj w* y* Maift. And y** telle 
y^ y* l)ttke of Som' is in to Scotland and yei fey y^ Lord Hun- 
^yrforthe was on monday laft pafled afore Sheryngh*m in to 
Scotland ward in a kervyle of Depe» oo gret power w^ hym ne 
w'y* feid puk neytben And yei fey y* y* Duk of ' Burgoyn is 
][>oyfened and not like to recou'e and as for powers to be ga^ 
dered ^geynft 6ur weelfarc yei fey y' (hulde come in to • Seynfe 
CC gr?t ^forftages owt of Spayne from y* ♦Kyng y"* and CCC 
Shippes Irom y* Duk of ^ Bretayne w* y* navy of ffraunce, but 
yei be not yet aflembled ne vitayll yere p'veyd as yei fey 
lie men, And y' Kyng of ^ffraunce is in to Spayne on pit* 
gr'ymage w* ftwc liors as yei fey ivtiat y* p*pofc is yei can not 
telle certeyn^ &c. In haft at Norwich, 

I have gtTcn tliis as the contcnti of a paper, which accompntcs the two foregoiag, 
Lctteri, but how far they merit aisj rtgar4 I oaopot pretend to fay. The. Writer feeoM 
to doubt the truth of many of the aiicrtions, aa he adds to aljiofi evtry one of theqi 
•* as they fay." 

It relates to the return of the Duke of Somerfet, &c» from France into Scotlandi ta 
join Queen Margaret, and mufi ha?e been written inor about 146^. 

The 
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LETTER X. 

■ 

Memorandum. His is the confejjion ofjixteen Frenchmen with the 
Ma/ier^ taken at Sbarringbam finNarfolkJ the third week of Lent 4 

RIGHT wor(Uipful Sir^ I recommend me to jou, and let 
you weet, that I have been at Sharringham and examined 
the Frenchmen^ to tbe number of .fixtee^ with the-Mafter; aiid 
they telU that the Duke of Somerfet 18 into Scotland, and ih^f 
(ay the Lord Hungerford was pn Monday Uft paft afore ^bv- 
ringhaoi ioto Scotlandward in a Kervel [Carpel')^ s>i DiffS ^^ 
great power with him, ne with the (aid Duke opither.. And they 
fay that the Duke of ' Burgoyn is polfoaed and not like to 
recover. 

And as for powers to be gathered s^ainft our welfare ; they 
fay, there fliould cope ipt^ "^ Seyi;^ 1^0 ^|^pit ^f qp^fti)^^ 
Spain from the ^ King there 1 and 300 Ships from the Duke of 
5 Bretagne with the Navy of. France, but they be not yet aj&ip'- 
bled, ne vidual there purveyed^ as they fiiy, ne mtn^ And 
the ^ King of France is into Spain oa P^grim»ge with, fev 
horfe as they fay ; what ihe purpofe is, tbey cannot tell cer- 
tain! &c. 

In hade at Norwich. 


1 * 


• « • 


' Cbarles the BoM, Duke of Burgundy , was ffiSn in 1477* 

• A Ri^tr in France. 
9 Large Ships were Ships with foreftaget, or forecafites. 

♦ FIcniy IV. King of Spain, died In 1474. ' ' ..:;:)- 

9 Franets II. laft poke of Bfie^giie, died in t4?S. ; ' • 

^ Lewis XI* King of France^ died in 1483* 

K k*2 The 
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The Kyng of Frart*6 hatK comitted the rewlc of Bordews on 
to the marchaunds of the to, and^he ^ browd tha be therin to be 
at ther wage$, and like as Caleys is a Stapole of woUe here in 
England fo is that made ftaple of wyne. 

John Fernier prefdn'^ feyth on John Gylys a clerk -f was w^ 
ll^e Eric of Oxforthe wych was fome tym in Kyng Heriys hows 
Wafi^ a prevy Secretary w* the Erie of Oxforthe, and if any 
wryty g wer mad* by the feyd ErJe the feyd Gylys knew ther of 
in this gret mtty'rs. 

f Thit word n Imperfeft io the Original Hsjitu pcHbnpt it neans they bruk* 




I 

^0^ right tru/li and welMowdJrtnd J^bn P^m Efpder. 

RIGHT worihtpfuH, and myn emeriy wdbqlovyd frend 
'I recofloaund me un to you.hertely tbaokyng you of your 
^et p'fent of ffifchand of the felyfhipp thatrxny Cofyn youf 
fonne (hewid unto me att Norwiche p^pofyng be the gmceof Giod 
to def've it un to you in tyme to come in luch places J vaacy 
do for you. . • ' 

Dcfiryng you fpecyally wher as a Tenut of myne of Laveo- 

^, h^m. called John Fermor is fend and areftid w^in' the Towne of 

Ycrmowth be caufe'he dwellid with the Erie of Oxonfoisds 

Spp and p'pofid to have fmllid the' See i^ou i)ipeace, and ftood- 


> t 4 


«• 


toibe atilSiexr i«;rage$ ^ fu^iike Jia illalab U ;a ^ftapb of nodi iief« 
in Bngland, fo is tfaaJtmadCia; ftiQpik cf ^prine. . 

J(5hn FertBterpiifimor hkh^ iom Jehn Giles « Ckrk that, was 
vrtth l&e £arl «>f Dkfcrdf 'Vthkb'iwaafome ti«ie;ii)L %ing,}i»xrj\ 
£Eoi(fe> Was a JJiiMy iSecrctary wijh the Earl -of Oxford ; aod if 
any writing were tnade hf. the. faid • E^rU the iaid Gfies knew 
hereof ia this ;^€at matter. 

Norwich, 

March l^ti'Z^ . • 


i*^ 


LETTER XI. 

^0 f»y right tru/ly and well behved Friend^^ Jol^ P^^$ Efyutre^ 

RIGHT worfhipful, and mine entirely well beloved Friondy 
Irecommend me unto yoU) heartily thanking you of your 
great Prefent of Fifh, and of the Fellowihip that my Coufio ypur 
'Son (hewed unto me at Norwich, piroppGiig by the grace of God 
?to deierve it unto you in time to coine». in fuch place w I may 
do for you. Defiring you fpecially, whereas a Tenant of mine 
ofLavenham, called John Fermori is fetzed, and arretted withia 
the Town (^ Yarmouth, becwfe he dwelled with ' the Ekrl of 
03cford'8 Son, and propofed to have paKTed the Sea without 
:^ and fUndeth out of thexonccit of much people, I would 

deiire 
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yth oitt dl* the conce^ I wold defyre yen, di«( 

ye wotd wryte to tl^e.Biylyfif ;of Yennoath to delyu* tlie iei^ 
|ohn Fennpr to jnj .f 'vnt John Brenerijgg ^^^ ^ tl^«» ^*^ 
an officer gftbe^ feid Tojfsrqe tp.be^ earied on to the Kfogs Caftell 
0f Ryfing at my- cof^i ther. to he examynid of ceiteyne Arty^ 
cules which I Aay not difclofe til I have fpoke wkh the Kyngf 
MighneSi praying you to wryte to the feid Bay^iffa that I fliall 
))^ her fuffifant Discharge aytnft the l^ynge. .} 

Defyryng yow to geve credence to the bryng' herof, as my 
verray truft is in yo^v. 

Wretyn at Lavenham the xxv* day of Marche* 

Your trew and feithfuU frend^ havyng no blame 

for my gode wylle^ 

Ufsher of the Kyogs Chambr\ 

f t } by 6* 

' ytii he^tr Apf ears to have beeo written the ye»c after the Acceflioii,of Bdward IV* 
as Id the Febmary preceding ttda Letter John de Vere^ Earl of Oxford, and Aubiiey hit 
^n^ were beheided. 

'^The JnfprDUitsont thca gpren migjiif mbtb^m^t-M aec^ry;to have many of thA 
t^jjendams and Serraab t£tQ into cutbdj and detained iaj^ 

The 
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defire yout Ihat ye would write to the Bailiffs of Yarmoiitli 
to detiver the iaid John Fermor to my fenraat John Brenerigg^ 
bringer of this, with an officer of the faid Itowh , to be carried 
unto the King's Caftle of Rtfing at my cod ; there 16 be exa« 
mined of certain Articles, ^htch I may not difclofe, till I have 
fpoken with the King's Hightiefs. 

Praying you to Write to the faid Bailiffs^ that I (hall be their 
fufficient difcharge againft the Klngt defiring you to give 
Credence to the bringer hereof^ as my very truft is in you. 

Written at Lavenham^ the a 5th day of March. 

Tour ^rue and faithful Friend, haying no blame for 

my good Will, 

JOHN WYKES, 

Ulher of the King's Chamber* 


Lavenham, 

Tburfda^ 
1462^ 2 £ 


Tburfdayj 2Cth of Marcb^ 


The Attendon of tbe Father and Son to the writer of this Letter, who appears to hare 
been a confidenual Servant of Edward, feenM to be dtreded to the obtamid^ of bis Favour 
with the King on their behalf. PI. v^ N^ i6. PI. xiv. N** 20. * * 

Lavenham, in Suffolk, had been in the po(relfion of the de Veres, froiii the rei|^ of 
Henry h The Church there, it a noble and elegant ISthifiure^ and' was hum bj 
tbcmaud the family of Spring, ^ ^* ''' ''*'' ^^^rtu^ : T 


LET- 
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RTT fT rto'ireiit and worciepful y I hafrtyly Retomcde me 
on to jro' Reu'ciw thaoky'g yow for the gret cher ani 

» 

cpmfortabyll words that yc yovy on to me ^at tyme y* I was laft 

« 

y y^' p'fcna, dcfyiy'g f ul fpccyaly of alm'ty God owt of al yo' 
wordly t'bulacyonys and aduTy te gracyowus delyu'ansi and yn 
al u'taows p'fp'ite good encres and cotyn ans. If yt Icke yo^ 
Mayft*chep to know y* caufe of y* wry ty'g it ys thys, it is 
dowfbn know on to yow y' Mayft* Brakle cryft reft hys fowle 
delyu'yd to Wyllam Pafton yo' brod' c'tayn oblygacyonys of y* 
weche y* dutc xuld grow to my Covent yn Norwyche, I have 
(poke on to Wyllam Pafton her of and he ejccufeth bym and 
ieyth on y' wyfe y* be y* wyl of Mayft* • Brakle, wat tyme y*^ 
S'^ Tomaa * Todeoh'm knyth xuld be put on to hys detb he 

delyu'yd 

This Letter exhibitt to ut the fljk of £cclefi«(Kct to their P«irontt and fariec fome- 
what from the generality of this CoUeAkm in its fpelling and eontra^ont. 

' John Brakle, a Fryer of the Monaflery at Nonrich— in a Letter to J. Pafton, he 
fignt himfelf '•« Sfinimorum Minimui.'' 

*.Sir Thomai Todenham, Knight, wat bora ia I39<^ and| before he was at age, 
married Anne, Daughter of John Wodehoufe, Efquire, from whom, in 1436, he was 
divorced on proof, and on her own conftflion, of Adultery, ihe baring before left him 
a0 btcoiie a piolelled Nun, at Crabhouir, in Wigcnhall, in Norfolk. 

la 
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, To my loorjhipful Majlir, jfobn Pafton the oldejl, be this Let-» 

ter delivered in baft, 

RIGHT reverend and worffiipful Sir, I heartily recomnicnd 
me unto your Reverence, thanking you for the great cReer 
and comfortable words, that ye gave iinto me what time that I 
was laft in your prcfence ; defirJhg full IpeciaHy of Almighty 
God, out of all your worldly tribulations and adverfity, gracionf 
deliverance/ and in all virtuous profperity, good iDCreafe and 
continuance*. If it like your Maflerfliip to know the caufe of this 
writing, it is this ; it is not known unto youy that Mailer Brakle,* 
Chrift reft his foul ! delivered to William Paftoo your brother^ 
certain obligations, of the which the duty fhould grow to my 
Convent in Norwich. 

I have" fpoke to William Pafton hereof, and he excufeth him 
and faith on this wife ; that by the Will of Mafter » Brakle, 
what time that Sir Thomas * Todenham Knight, ' fliould be put 

t 

In Fcbruaiy, 146 1» he, together with John de Vcre/Eiirl of Oxford, Aubrey de 
Vere, bis Son and Heir, John Clo^ton, John Montgomery, ind TVin?am Tyrrel, Efq; 
were arrefted by John, Earl of Worccfter, Conftable of fenglaiid, oh fufpicion df liaving 
received Letters from Margaret, Qj^ecri of King Henry Vl. aqd "fcJe^ng conviftcd 6cfiif 
thqfaidEarl, were all beheaded (except Clopton) oa'!foyerftlf,'22dof ycfcftiaryj Ci&i* 
' He rtade his Will in the JowcV, the morning oThti 3Exec;ution^ and" at the" raftie 
time, I fiippofe, executed thefe Obligations contaitjiog fomethipg advantageous to iHt 
Cbnrent at Norwich* 

Vol. I. LI unto 
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delyu'yd he on to hys c'feflbr y wcche as he feth xuld a be Grey 
fryer hows name he knowyth nowt, alfo he feyth y* aft' y' deth 
of y* forfeyd knyt, he fpake w* y" fryer cofeflb' on to y« knyth 
and halked hym aftyr y* forfeyd oblygacyonys and as he feyth y" 
fryer feyd on to hy y* he had delyu'yd he on to knyth m*chall, 
^erfor I befeche you as. fpecyaly as I may y* now wyl ytf bred' 
is at London y* yc of yo^ grace wyl know y* trowthe in y* mat*, 
for y^ (lofort qf y* idedp and p'fy t^ of my covet^ oomor zt y 
tyme but y' I jbe feche Almyty God in t nyte cTerve yo' and 
kajp^ yow in all jv *tnowa pTp'ite Ami. • 

Wreiy at Heylyfdon La gret baft y* joj day of May in yo^ 
fBiMf aAy? mmf ib» ga«& ^ y* Mayft' ddtyreryd he to by mor 
fbap to yow waa $$ h» ftyd on to me* £6r aa meche m yo 
bad fo many ttalcrs ya band for yo^ fclf and alfii for y» dc^ y^ 
btf durft noc attepc yow n^ aUand al fb be cauft be liad lefie 
^ to do bya bope waa y^ be xuld afped yt mor r*dyly» 
Froe WtD JA Tborp dwellyng at 8aliibufy« 


By yo*" por' orator and bedma. 


II iby 6i» 




3. Blomefield, in hit yaluable Hiftpiy of Norfolk and Norwich, in toL ii. p. 434. 
mentions John Moiety LL« D. 89 the lato Sub Frior^ and now Pfior (l4S3*-*i47i) of the 
MoR^ttcry in Norwidif ajtid (^e$k» of hm «s a Favourite of John Pafton. I ibould 
fu^pofe from the Expreffioat in thia Letter of «« my ConTcnt" that John* Mowth; the 
wrutr of h was the rrior, and that filomefield miflook the name 1 for the w in Mowth 

may 
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unto his death, he delivered them unto his ConfeflTor; the 
which^ as he faith, fhould be a Grey Friar, whofe niame, he 
knoweth not. Alfo» he faith, that after the death of the foresaid 
knighty he fpake with the Friar, Gonfeffor unto the knight, and 
aflced him after the forefaid obligations, and, as he faith, the 
Friar faid unto him, that he had delivered them unto (the J 
Knight MarihalL 

Wherefore I befeech you, as fpecially as I auyt that aow wfaile 
your brother is at London, that ye t>^ your gtaee will know the 
truth in this matter, for the comfort of the dead^ ahd profit of 
my Q)nvcnt. 

No more at this tithe, bat Aftt I beleeth Almighty God in 
Trinity oonferve yotirs, tnd k:eep yoa lit aK Virtuous pro/perlty. 
Amen* 

Written at Hellefdon in great biftei the I2fh day of May, lis 
your Manor after Meat. 

The caufe, why the Mafler delivered them to him more than to 
you, was, as he faid unto me, for as much as ye had fo many 
matters in hand for yourfelf, and alfo for the dead, that he durft 
not attempt you with all ; and alfo becaufe he had lefs for to do, 
his hope was, that he fhould a fped \bave done\ it more readily. 

Friar William Thorp, dwells at Salilbury. 

By your poor Orator and Beadman, 

s FRIAR JOHN MOWTH. 

Hellefion, 

lath of May, 146a, 
2 £• IV. 

may eafily be miftaken-for i!f by a perioA on a hafty tnipeAioiii. and not eniu'ely ufed (p 
dfecyphenng the writing of cbofe times; iffo, he made the name Moieth, and foftcned 
k into Molet : I only give this at a conjednre, arifing from the above reafon^ the datct 
and hit intimacy with John Pafton. Pk ▼• N<* 17. 

LI a LET* 
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31? my right hoAorabil and w^JhypfuU MaiJF my MaiJT Pajlon. 

PLEASE it yore w'fhipfull Maiftyrfhyp to wete that it is 
informyd . me thy 8 day Jcrctly that there is dyrefted out a 
comyflionto Mayft* * Yelwyrton and Maift' Jcnney which (hall 
tomorwyr fyttyn be vertu of the lame at * Seynt Oleffes and 
the fubftaunce of Jentilmen and Yemen of Lodyngland be a£- 
fygned.to be afore. the feyd Com'efyoners and it is fuppofed it is 

* * ■ 

for my Maiilers londs, for as the feyd p'fone informyd me the 
feyd G>mefyoners have been at Cotton and there entred and 
holdyn a Court, I can not informe yore Mayftyrlhip that it is 
thus in f 'teyn but thus it was told me and defy ryd me to kepe it 
fecret, but be caufe I confeyue it is ageyn youre Maillyrflxip it is 
my part to geve you relacion thereof. 

I fende you a Letter which cometh from 3 W'ceflyr to my 
Maid' youre Brothyr, I wold ye undyHlod the intente of it for 
as for Weed' I knpwe well he is not good, fum men ar befy to 
make werre, for p* the abfentyng of my Maift' the p'fon comyth 
not of hyfe owyn mocyon, but I wold yore Maiftyrfliip knewe be 

The firft part of this Letter relates to the difputcs concerning Sir John Fadolf ^s 
EftatcSi and flicws that proceedings concerning Property were often carried on in a clan- 
defiine manoer. 

wh^m 
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LETTER XIII. 


To mjf right boneiurahle and W<frjhij^ul Majler^ my Majier Pa/Ion, 

PLEASE it your worlhipful Mafterfliip to wect, that it is 
informed me this day fecretly^ that there is directed out a 
Commiffion to Matter 'Yelverton and Matter 'Jenney, which 
fhali tomorrow fit by virtue of the fame at * Saint Olave's, and 

■ 

the fubttance of Gentlemen and Yeomen of Lothingland be 

' « ' • • . « 

attigned to be afore the faid Commiflioners ; and it is fuppofed 

' • • ^ 

it is for my Matter's Lands^ for as the faid perfon informed me, 

the faid Commiffioners have been at Cotton, and there entered, 

aod holden a G)urt; I cannot inform your Matter ftiip that it 

is thus in certain, but thus it was told me, and.defired me to 

keep it fecret ; but becaufe I conceive it is againft your Matifcr- 

(hip, it is my. part to give you relation thereof. 

I fend you a Letter which cometh from ^ Worcetter to niy 
- Matter your Brother, I would ye underttood the intent of it> 
for as for Worcetter, I know well he is not good. 

Some men are bufy to make war, for by the aBfenting of my- 
Matter, the Parfon cpmeth not of his ownvaotion, 4)ut^ would 

- » f fuppofe thcfc were* WiUiam Yclrerton, . a Judge of the Ki^g'f Bfn^h, and WilHam 
Jcnncy, a Serjeant at Law. , , . •. > ^ . ' " • 

' *'St, DlaVc's, a tiila^ tn the !itrndrcd of *LojtlnTig,' mSuffoHci'' 1 • • - 
\ \Villiam Woroefter wa9 th^ jSecretai-y juxd i^o^fi(l<^t^ ^rvynf^of ^ j^l^F^a^f^ 

i|Kkd one of his Executors, * ^ - . . * . . ^ 

your 
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i^hom it is mevyd, I herd you neu* calle hym falfe Pryft be 

« 

my trouth nor other language that is reherfyd hynif but Gode 
fcnde a good Accord for of varyaunce odmyth gret hurt of tyn 
tyine, and I befeche J'hu fende youre Maiftyrfhip youre hcrts 
defyre and amende hem that wold the contrary. 

^ S'i yeft euyn a man came from London and he feyth the Kyng 
cam to London on fatyrday and there dede make a ^p'clamacion 

ft* 

that all men that were be twyx Ix and xvj fhuld be redy to 
wayte upon hym whan fb eu' they were callyd and it is feyd ; 
tliat'*my Lord Warwyk had fent to the Kyng and informyd 
hyfe* Hyghnefle that the Lord 5 Summyrfet had wretyn to hym 
to come to grace, but of the ^ fleet of Shyppis there is no tydings 
in Ttey n at London on monday laft pad. 

Yore bedxnan and f 'vaupCi 

^ K fiftikr pnoclfRHOuui is AM to hkwc Wan ifllied in i^^^ 

$ This Letter mufi have been written in 1462, ai in that year tBe Diike of Somerfet 
wsis generouily pardooed^ but revoltlagt ^vat takea at tiie.batile oC HealiaiA^ and 
beheaded. 

To wy r^ bmttdtyl and m^Jby^nil Mmff my Ma^ Jobn Pt^^ 

PLESB yor W*ii)rpfbU MaiAerfiup Id wette, her is a Ship of 
Htth wycfae iekb dut John Cok cam ftoxn the weft cdft^ 
vr^dnyfdaj laft jpaft and he feydi diat the fleet of Shippis of this 

londe 
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your M«ftd^fliip knew by whom it U moved. I heard 7011 oever 
call bim falfe Prieft, by my truth, nor othM* laogoage that is^ 
tehearfed (fo «r 6yJ hira, but God fend a good accord, for of 

« 

Tariadce con^th great 'hurt often timei and 1 befeech Jefu feiui 
jour Mafterlkip your heart's dofire, aod amend them that wouU 
tlie contrarj. 

Sir^ yefter erea a mao came from London, and he fatth^ thie 
Ring came to Londoo oa Saturday, and there did make a 
4 Ptoclamatioo that aU men that were between 60 add 16 ihould 
be ready to wait upon him whenfi)ever they were called ; aa4 
it Is (aid, that my Lord Warwick had fent to the King» aod. 
informed his Highneis that the Lord ^ Somerfet had written f» 
him to come to grace, but of the ^ Fleet of Ships there is n» 
tidings ia eerfain at Londoo oo Monday laft paft. 

Y(Mr Beadman and Servants 

1462, » E. IV. ' * 

^ Tbii Fleet was tnoft probably tbat wlucb our Hklori«ift mention tt beipg fent thit 
yesr to Brettgmr a»d the Iffle of Rhee, but •f which 4be foreign RiflorisiM fay nothing* 
7 Autograph. PL ^- N^ x8. Pl. xiv. N"» lu 

LETTER XIV. 

Ta f9y right bonoarabk and nmrfiApfid MaJttTy my Mit/hf' 

PLEASE yoiir worfliipfbl Maifterflkipto %eer« ihtle it » 
Ship of Hytbe* ^ich biskt that > John Cede dune firon 
the' vreft coafl on Wednefday bft paft ; aad he £uth) that the 

fkct 
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londe diet w^ Ix -feile of Spanyards Brettenys and Frenfteneh and, 
tllere Vt>k of 'hem l^wfaerof xij ihyppye^ were as gret a$^ the Graco 
AJ Dewe, and there id flayn on thys partyes the Lords ' Clyntoiv 
and Dakyr and many Jentilmea * jure and othyr> the nombce oi 
Ikif^yZXiA the (eid ^anyatda were -porpofyd .w5 marchaundifqr 
in to Flaundresi my Lord of Warwyks ftiyp the AJary Gracii 
iMd (he'Trtinytb hddde the gretteft hurt for -tfeTey wer fox:mofl:9 
eohl fend Grace thys ho trew on thurfilay laft paft at LoQdoa 
^flF no tydings in Vttpi where the fiet* was nor what they had 
l«iQ.a!*dlnhc»rfore I ferethetydings the more. . . •. 

Itm S^ as for tydings at £i<MidoQ ther^ were aryftyd be .the 
irtfor^r xi leyks lyeng in Temfe wher<^ many finale ihyppia 
attd it is feyd it is to carye men to Caleyfe in all haile for feer 
of the.Kyng of Fraunce for a S^e and it was told mefe^retly 
there vere-GG in Caleyfe fworn contrary to the Kyngs well^ 
and for defatete' of there wags and that Qwen Marget was redy 
at Boleyn w^ myche fylrer to paye the foudyers in cas they 
wold geve here entrefle, many men be gretly a^ferd of thys 
mater^ and fo the treforer hath mych to do for thys caufe. 
•*Jki&-<&^ as-4br tydings out. of .Ireland ther wet many mm 
at London at the fFeyre of the contres next them of Ireland, 

and 
• . • • • » . 

This appears to contain the report of the day, relative to the Tranfadions of the Fleet, 
which was fent out towards Brittany, m 1462,* but which feems to have had no founda- 
tion, at lead no material one, as our Hidorians make no mention of fuch an engagement, 
qpr Abeuhe Wri|er (PI. t, N« 18.) himfelf gfvc much credit to the report. It hoire^r 
authcnjicales the truth of a fleet having been fent out at that time. 

* John, Irord Clinton, revolted from Heniy VI. about 1459, *»nd joined the Duke of 
York's l^^ny^ on which account Jiis Lands were ccnfifcated^ und himCelf attaiAtCjd, bmt 
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Fleet df SlAp% of tint hud met wkh 6d fiai:of:8faaiafii» 
BtctoB8» and Frencfaflieii, aikd tWe took of them 50^ wheraof 
id sups were aa great as die Graced Dieu; aad then It 
jl^ on this part the Lords^ ' Clinton and Daere, and a^i^ 
Gentlemen * *f f\ and others^ the number of 41000} and the Aid 
Spaniards svere puipofed with megchandife into Flandets ; wf 
Lord of Warwick's Ship, the Marjr QruA. mmk dm Trtnit]F# had 
the greateft hurt» for tibe^ wete fbreanft. God iend gnoe ihts 
he true. On Thorfaay laft pift at London was ni^ tidinga H. 
certain, where the fleet was, nor what they had dcMa^ luii 
therefore i fear the ttdlftg^s die fnove. 

Item, Sir, as for tidings at London^ diere watt aiatAsd hf 
the Treafurer 40 fail lying in Thames, whereof nuny finsll 
Ships ; and it is iaid; it is to cany men to GaUis in 9U> hafte, 
for fear of the King of France for a Siege ; and it was told me 
(ecredy, there were aoo in Gdais fworn contrary tm die King*s 
weal ; and for default of their wages ; and that Queen Mar* 
garet was ready at Bologne with mucli filvcr to pay the foldiets, 
in cafe they would give her entranoef many, men be greadf 
afiaid of this matter, and fo the Treafurer hath much to do 
zorTnts cauie« 

Item, Sir, as for tidings out of Irelan<J^ there were many 
men at London, at die Fatrof the countries next them of Ireland, 

on the accef&on of Edward IV» he wm refiored to his Eftites and Honours, and Toon after 
joined in coromiflion with the Eartof'Kcnt^ Sir John Howard, ^c. for the fafe keeping 
of the Seas when lan^nj; in Bnitany with zo^oo nien^ they won Conduct «i'M tltc Vfie 
of Bfhce. He married Eiixabeth» Dau^ter of Richard Fynes, Lord Dacre, and ditdtn 
1464^ age dabopt $4 ycinrt ; the repoct therefere of hx% death here mentioftod was ccr* 
tainly pren^ature, at wat that likewiit of Lord Dacrq^ 
^ llna word it doubtiitl in the Original. ' » 

Vol. L Mm and 
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a&d thejr feytHyi iij^vf ki cim' there ncythyr fhyp norbotft cnit 
^ Irelond torbryng no'tydings and fo it femyth tliere is mytbt 
to ^Lex> there bedie Biie-of ^ Penbrook,' and it is feyd tbat the 
^KjQg fliuld be ^^Loodoti as 6n fatyrday of ionda^i laft pa^ 
hnd ideiL deme that.^he woU to Galeyfe hyin felfe^* focothe Joui 
^yor^ ati fo'.wjdd'there^'tUat they wyll not iette in (kiyniad 
})uC the Kynge br my Lord Warwyk. . . . 

; Othyr . tydih^ the .ivere come to London but they ^wei^ not 
pVIyihydf ibuti John WdUya flial abyde a day Uie lenger to know 
{i4^t thi^ ai^no mere un to you my right honoable Maift^'jit 
thys tyme but Jh'u fend yow yoUre faerta defyre, and amende 


f» » 




r 


Your bedman and jdootywal Tuaunt, 

Paper Mark, 

Vine Bra&cliK. . - . - , ^ . l ...!;,'.; j • 

and^ 
Bunch of 'drapci. 


t ■» • 


• . .' « 


' * Jafper Tudoir, Earl of Pembroke, was in IrelaAd, cndcarouring to procure aflifiancsa 
for^depofedXini^Henryy hialiai^brptber.'*' -' '. ' '' ^ 






- ■ ^ • f . - - 

To my rytb rtttent and worcbepfull fadyr John Pafionbe tbys 

delyu'yd in iiaji. 

RyTH reu*ent and worchcpfuU fadyr I recomand me 
on to yow beCeechyg yow lowly of yo' blyff^, Plefyt 
you to have knowlage y* my Lord i^ p*pofyd to fend for my 

. . . Lady 
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aiid they fay, thia three weeks came there, neither Ship oor boat 
out of Ireland to bring no tidings; and fo it feemeth. there U 
much to do there by the Earl of ^Peipbrpke; and it i« faiui-tf 
that the King Ihould be at London as on Saturday or Sunday ^(l 
pa(L and men deem diat he would to Qilais hiiAi^lf; fo^ t^e 
Soldiers are fo wi|d there, that they will not let ifi.any man bu^ 
the King, or tny Lord Warwic^k ; other .tiding there were 
come to London^ but they were not P.^hUflxed^ bifjt Jo^n Wellea 
ihall abide a day the lopg^er to ki^ow yvjx^^ tljey arfi,- , l^Q mpr^ 
imto you my right honourable Mailer ^t (^i^ jtip[ie, bpt Jefu 
fend you your heart's defire, and amen4 then^ t^atwovild.the 
contrary* . . »,. - • - . , » 

. Yirnr Beadoiaa andoonHoiui Sttrtrant,' • 
• '. ' JOHN RUS^E. * 
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LETTER XV. 

To my right reverend and worjkipful Father^ ^ohh Pajion^ 

be this delivered in bafte. 


y • 


RIGHT reverend and worihipful Father, 1 recommend me 
unto you, befeeching you lowly of your bleffing, Pleafe 

it you to have knowledge^ that my Lord is purpofed to fend for 

M m a my 


• ' • 


t69 O R Yd I ft a^'l *^L E'^ f^E it s. 

^LiAjMid Is tjrke to kqpe his Cryftmas ker inlValfS for th» 
Kyg bathe defyercd hym to do Y fame wh^rFor I befeche yow y^ 
ncAt wycbdave to fend me fume mony by the berer heroF for iti 

t r 

*|;ood feythe as it is not on knovry^ to yow y' I had but ij 

■ * ■ 

• Aoblys in my purfc whychc y* Rychard Call took me by yo^ 
comandement when I dep*tyd from yow owt of Norwyche the 
berer hcrof (chuld bye mic a gowne w* pert of the mony if it 
plefe yow to delyu^ hym as myche mony as he may bye it w^ 
for I iiaye bat on gowne at 3 Framygh^m and an other her' anc^ 
Y is my * leu*4 gowne and we muft wer* hem cu y day for y* 
taoT p*t and on^ gowne w*6wt change wyll fone be done. As for 
^ygys my Lord of Warwyk yed forward in to Scotlaha 
as on iat*dky lift paft iff ocz m^ men asad Syr Wyll'm Tunilale 
is tak w^ y* garyfoo of ^ Bamborowth and is lyke to be hedyd 
and by the menys of S^ Rychard ^Tuuftaleis owne I^rodyr. 
As fone as I her any more tydygys I fchall fend hem yow by y"* 
g*ce of God who have yow in hys kepyg. Wretyn in haft at the 
cad' 6f y Holt' upon halowmas daye. 

Yo'' fone and lowly Seruntt 

I 

John Pafton (PI. XT* N<* ^ pr 1 1,) ap|)cari, accordh^ to die commendable cufion of 
tUufe timfty to have been brought up in the family of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, 
jlild at this time, when he was fcarcely twenty years of age, to have been an attendant 
upMi him at hM Caftk of iMfi in PcbbiehMie* . / 

• t Elixabetfa^ Dacbeia of Norfolk^ was Daughter .of Jobn Talbot, the firft Eafi «>f 
Shrewfi>«ry. 

* * A:NoW€i1|ft9#:8di. , :r ^^ . . r 

' 3 FramUngham CaiUe^ id Suffolk, was Xtit fefideiice of the Duke ofNorfotk. 
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my 'I'tdy, and is Tike to keep his Chriftmii* here ta Wales ;. 
for the King hf th deHred bjo^ to j)o (he fame) milieii^ore I befeech 
jou that fyouj would Touchfafe to fend me fome money by the 
bearer hereof j for, te good £rith, as it is not unkneyrn to you> 
that I had but tno * Nobles in mj purfe, which fvp^J &a( 
(wbkbj kichard QtUe. took [^eli^.ered'\ me \ij jam command' 
ment, when I departed from jou out of Norwich. 

The Bearer hereof fbould buy me a Gown with part of thtf' 
CBoner, if it pleafe you to deliver him as much : mxf 

bdy it with } for .1 have but one gown at ' F \ and 

aaotber here, and that is my * Livery Gown, a : wear 

tliem every day for £e more part, and iioe Gow bangti 

win foop be done. ■ , ' 

As for tidings, ^y.Lord of Warwick yed [wrti/J forwards 
into Scotland, as on Saturday laft paft with twenty thoafand 
fn'eft,and Sir Wifliam Tunftall is takett withr'the gaVrifon of 
'Barhborough and is li^e to be headed, anil by the means of S& 
*Ricbard Tunftall his own brothpr. 

As fooH as Ihear any m^,e .tidings, T fiiaTl ^nd them you'by 
the grace of 'God; wKo nave you In his keeping. Written in 
hafte at. the CaAle of the Holt, upon Holymas day. 

Your Son and lowly Servant, 
- »*''^-„ V- ■ :' J- PASTON; Junior: 


* We Inm from hence thu the }'OUDg Ocntlemen k 

|tBenl^r ol<ligedto»pfMf (ln:ftiD-thciJUf«M^Oovai.■ 
I BuaboiDitgh CdU*> -i» NoiAuaAufand, w« talc»bp QmM Mm|««% aii |n>aw 

fined with Scott. 

. «8tfWinimiTi]i«*llwwHkMi htheganlfm on ^s feMnil4 fart, «lttlt Ma 

Brother Sr Richard, wu in the imt^ of Queen Maq^pK,. ' ' • 
. "J^aX^itSaa on the Sal of ihu Letter it a Fleur de Lji. PL xiT. M" it. 

LET- 
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... ^omy Ma^' Jobn Paftw af.JSeykfihn. . . '; 

- • f 

IT plefe you wete of ' o j^' tyt^n^s, thefe Lords in j<^ of 
lett' w* Lord Haflyngs and oy' ben to Karlyle to reff'* in' 
y* Qwcn of 'Scotts, and iI{)poh this Appoynte*' Erie *.DtigTas 
is' comaunckd to com' thens and as a forwefuU and a ibre 



It* Kyng H*rry and his Aderents In Scotland fchaH bef delyu'ed/ 
apd Lord Dakrea Qf y^ northe \i wonne ^nd yelden, and y^ feid 
t'ord S^ Ric' Tunftall ancl on Byllygham in the faid Caftell bea 
tadccn and heded. . Jt' y* Qwen and P nee ben la "ffraunce and 
h» mad moche , weyes and gret peple to com to Scotland and 
ther truft to have Soco^ and thens to com in to Inglond what 
fi:ball falle I cjin ^ot fq^, but I herd y' thefe appoypteiQepts w^re 

take by. y"* yong I/>rds of .Scotland but not by y* old# 

■'*»i.'. . ' ' ♦' "*' tit 

. ' . Yo% 

Xpofer • dyed on y* (atarday next be for feynt Mi^gret 

A«: E. iK • ,^ . .• • • 

V . M>y*i*, I,-: T ^ .• •* 

The fads meDtioned in thii Letter are ;c«lmu^ •• wtW ai flieft ^relative to the Qji^ 
•■d Lard% a».tliDfecQncBrBJng.£arl Dooglaa;, aodiDuft have happened ia 14162, or in 
the beginning of 1463. 

4 ^ Abuy« J^^f^^ to Arnold, Duke of .Gu^Uei*, WMoairilid to Jamea II. King of 
Scotland in 1448, and died in 14%*. '.*»'; *K 
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LETTER XVI. 


i» ^ - - '• *■ '. . 


To fn/'MaJliry ' jdln 'tajton, ^at Weylefdm. 

I^TEMi-.P^afe- you ^wet ,gi .plKcr ^iding«i thefc Lords \n 
- your other^ Letter, with X/Osd liaflyngs and others If have J 
been to Carlifle to receive iii the Queen of ^ Scots. ' And upon 
tl^.,appoifitnajfat»f]garl.,\I|o^^ ^mmanded to ^me iheocey 
and ^ a/orc9wful s^ a.^r^ ][ip^i^)ce4 man Uftl^.ia t)ie Abbejr of 

aor uJcfn^ but a& af) iBngU^n^^,. fin^ if .b^ oome in the danger 
of i^te^ t^ey fo jflaj.hi^L ., Itepo, .King. Har^y AUd his Adhor 
-x^^ts, yv.Sw^^oilr^haJl rbc ^^livered jr ai^^Lprd Dacre , of. the 
J^xf^jis*\?pq ao/i,fyieWe(J,jaofJ tJie.fa.id:IjOrd,r Sir Richard Tun^ 
'ftalf^ SKPid^ o^e^B^Ilingham in^tl^e faid.Gaftle be taken and headed| 

Item^the Queen ^od Prince have been in France and have made 

.... 

jpuph wayjs anj4 ereat-. [{?2fi??i^6'r o^T] PeopJe to come to Scotland 

and there truft to have Succour, and thence to come into England. 

What (hall fall I cannot fay, but I heard that thefe appointments 

jmest talcon by the young Lords of Scotland,. but pot by th( oU. 

Your, : ' 

3PLAITERS. V 

; .* . • . . . • • , , , , 

. ChriftopJbiei; died on .the S^^turday nft^, litetore , $^int m9*%if^ 
(zoth July) in the 2d year of Edward IV. "' ' ''' 

. . Afeif the aoth of July, 7 • ... .. ^^^ * • ;. ^ . • / .^ , . % 

.^/r, ^P tv"^ }• 1 believe m 14^ • ' ^•« .j . . 

1462, 2E.,IY. i • . V ',:. •• ^1 ':; I - 

: ^ Jaipet, £asi of Doughs, vraA^bjHnOicd bit .own -Gotrntry,* and b«ftf . v^ooivefl^y 
JUwanita.Engteiid.wklii hQiuHir.4nd refpe^l, wat by him lotdt a Ki^ghl ()£tbf G||^:t^ 
Ift t4S3, .he iM»takeb prifi»er b|c> the S<:ot8» and d«0uaitd .a prUMtr lU^ hit; dpaftL^ 
1488. He it faid to have entered into Ho}y OjrdtJT^. 
• » Autograph. PI. v. N« 14. PI. xiv. N** 17. ^ 
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T^ my rytb vhrthpfull Sroihr John Lofton iie elJer Som' of 
John Pajion efquyer be fbys deJyityd in bajl. • * ' 

RTTH worchepfun brodedyr, I reeomasiide me td ytrtr. 
Plefyt yow to 1^ / as diye day "we had tydyn^ W 
tliat the Scottys wyll come in to loglend W in Vq dijrs aftyr Ae 
Wrytyug of thys lettyr for to . reicue thefe KCy caftellys Aloewylt 
Don&mborowe and Bauebonme, wfayche caftdtys wcf Befegyd 
'a» oa yefierdaye and at the S^e of AUnewyk lythe my Lord6f 
* Rent and y* Lord * Scaly s and at t)on(ameborow icaflyl! ij[^e 
the Erie of * Wyrcetyr Syr Rafe Grey, and at the ' caityll of 
BanMborow lythe the Lord / Montagwe and Lord *Ogylt and 
cthyr dyu's Lordys and Gehty Imen that I knowe not and the^ 


9 * 


1 «» 

18 


* i . 


' Ife &«ire ip thtt Letter t itmft sccifrece and iaterelBo^ Atcbunt of AeNeUenleiiMl 
«ihfn, employed in the Sieges of three Caftles ou the eaflern fhore of the County of 
Northumberland, taken by Queen Margaret, aod now in the pofleffion of the Adherent! 
and Friends of Henry VI. 

We are iofonned, wbcftce .they received their Visuals a^^d .QrdnafQce, ^and^ of tbs 
Mdkrlike cart tad atiemiott of the £arl of WttrwiclB, whoconihiaAdei the Vbf^ of 
King Edward. 

We flMj kei« oUbre that though the Tnxys were hired for a certain time, yet though 
that time was expired, they durfi ;u)C leave the Caipp and return heme \ Ibr if they did 
even get away by Aeakh, yet if difcoorertd and taken, ihey would be feverely puniihed. 

Ckhei»iNrtio liad atse obeyed the lUng^ Oniaia, 'aftdjatmded him ia perfai, aolild 
tktifiSt fiiff^ fiivMely I wMk ihey made pioper ox<N;Arlttr their ab(2iitt«^ 9xA the Wift 
Aer^thit LettMr ftMlyHiArs-hli^trvfeei frdm hki toluiariM with tneaaf ednftqaema 
about the King to have their eacufes ndmiired* 

a We 
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LETTER XVIL 

To^Pjy fight worjbipfal Brother^ J<^bn Fafim^ the elder Son of 
John Pij/ion, E/guire, he this delivered in bafie. 

RIGHT worlhipful Brodier, I recommend me to yoa. 
Ileidib it you to weet, that as this 4^7 we had tidings, 
how' that the Scots will come into Eogjand .within feven days 
after the writing of thu letter* for to refcue thde three cadtesr, 
Alnwick, Dunftanborough, and Bamborough; which GalUes 
were befleged, as on * yef^erday ; and at the Siege of Alnwick 
lieth jny Lord of ' Kent and the Lord * Scales, and at Don* 
Aanb<m>ugh Caftle lieth the Earl of ' Worcefter and Sir Ralph 
Grey, and at the Caftle of Bamborough lieth the ^ Lord Mon- 
tague and {he Xord ^Ogle, and other divers Lords and Gen* 
tiemeni that I know not ; and there is to them out of Newcaftie 

We hcr« alfo fee who were mod in the Royal FaTour* 

Thefe Sieges were undertaken, our Hiftorians fay, foon after the Battle of Hexham^ 
wUcb was fought and woo on the 15th of May, 1463, by King Edward, but according 
lo ihis Accoux^t they were not undertaken till near eight months after. 

The Cafbles of Bamborough andDun(Tanborough were foon taken, but that of Alnwick, 
beifg reliqre^ by the Scott, the Garrifon marched out, probably, by treaty, 

* William Neville, Lord Fauconbridge, now Eat I of Kent. 

* Anthony Widville, Lord Scales, afterwards £aii Rivers, was beheaded at Ppntefra^, 

ia 1483* 

^ John T5ptoft,.Earl of Wbrcefter, Lord Trcafurcr and Lord Confiable of England, 

was beheaded in 1470. 

* John NeyilLe, Lord Montague, and afterwards Marquis, irai flaih in the battle of 
Barncr, in 1471, fighting againft. King Edward. 

I. Lord Ogle, of Ogle Caille, in Northumberland. 
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18 to hem owt of newe caftyll ordynans I nowe bothe fw tlie 
Segys and for the feld in.^cas that ther be ony feid takya as I 
trow thcr' fliall ncrie be riot yet for' the Scottys kepe no proines 
xny Lord of ^ Warwyk lythe at y" caftyll of Warcorthe but 
jij myle owt of Atnewyk and he rydyth dayfy to all thcs cafte* 
lys for to ou'fe the fegys and if they want rataylya or any othyr 
thyng he is rcdy for to p*uey it for them to hys power, the Kyog 
comandyd lin^ Lord of ^ Norfolk for to condyth vetaylys add 
the ordynans owt of new caftyU on to Warcorthe caftyD to ray 
Lord of Warwyk and fo my Lord of Norfolk comandyd Syt 
John « Howard Syr'Wiirm Peche Syr Rob' Chambericyn Rafe 
Afcheton and me Cakborp and Gorge and othyr £br to go fofthe 
w^ the Tytalys and ordynans on to my Lord of Warwyk and £» 
we wer w* my Lord of Warwyk w* y* ordynana and vytalys 
yeft*daye the Kyng lythe at Durham and my Locd of Norfolk at 
new caftyll we have pepyU I now her In cas we abyd her I pray 
yow p'uey y' I may ha^e htv more moay by Cryftmas cvyn 
at the fertheft for I may get lem for to fend non of my wagyd 
men home ageyne> ne man can get no leve for to go home but 
If they (lella wey and if they myth be knowe they fchuld be 
fSharply ponyfchyd mak as> merry as ye can for fther is no 
Jop'te toward not yet and ther be any Joperte I fchall fone fend 
yow word by the grafe of God, I wot well ye have more 
tydyngys then we have her but t^es be true tydyngys. 

TeWerton and Jeney ar lek fof to be gretly ponyichyd fot be^ 

^ Rklwrd NcTHIt, Earl of Wtrwick, ilaia in Baroetfitld, iai47iv 
^ J^ohn Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk,, ^edm t475« 

eauie 


Ordoaaoes I IcnoW) both for the Si^tis. an^.fof the Fields in 
cafe that ibere be any field takeiii as I trow there, flia}l Qone..!^ 
not yet» fx the Scoift' keq^ no promiie* My Lord o€ ^ Warwick 
iieth at the Gaftle of Warkworth» but three miles out of Ali^wickj 
and he rideth daily to all thefe Caftles, for to overfee the Sieges ; 
and if they want iri&ualaf or amy other thtog> he is ready fpr to 
punrey it fbr.^in to his power. The King ooipmanded my 
Lord of 7 Norfolk for to condud viftuals^ and the ordnance 
cut of Newcaftle unto Warkworth Caftle to my liord of Wac^ 
ipvick; and fo my Lord of Norfidk opmmanded Sir John 
* Howard, Br William Peohe, Sir Robe^ CbamberUynet Ralph 
Afeheton attd me, Cakhro(>^ aad Gorge, and others, for to go 
Ibrth ¥riith the Yiftuals and ordtUoce unCf my Lpi:d <^ Warwick, 
and &> we were with my Lord of Warwick with the yidtuals and 
ordnance as yeftcrday. 

The KiDg Iieth .^t Durham and my Lprd . o/ Norfol)^ at 
NewcaiUe ; we have people enough here. In cafe we abide here, 
I pray you* purvey^ t^t I may have here more money by 
Chriftmas Eve at the farth^^ for I may get les^ve for tp ftpd 
lume of my waged men home again ; no man can get no leave 
for to go hornet but if they ileal away, and if they might be 
known, they fliall be fliarply puniihed ;« make a$ merry as ye 
can, for there is no jeopardy towards not yet, and there be ^y 
jeopardy, I ihall foon lend you word by the grace p{ Qo^. I Mrot 
£itww] wcU ye haiKe more tidiafi|. th»^ 5Wl h^yg ^fiWf hjif thefe 

be true tidings. 

•■^ * I • • • . "* 

Yelverton and Jenney are like for to be greatly puhiflied, for 

^ « 

* Sir Jghn Howtid, afierwtrdi theliTR Duke of Norfolk, of that aainr. 

N n 2 becaufe 
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datife tbdy caitle not hetfyr to cli^ KjnQ th«y or ' ttorkyfi Wetl I 
iiowe and ib k Jdhii Bylyngforrhe and Thmn^s Playter whferfor 
I am ryth ibry, I prsty yow I« «hicm have wwyng therof y*they 
nay '{>*ue/ ther extiufe in haft fo that the Kyug may have 
knowtagt why thit they come not to hym in ther one pfonys* let 
Iheta cbine^r fend ther excufe to me in wrytyng audi ichatl 
p\iiey that the Kytig &hall have knowlage of ther excafe for I )ira 
WtM aqiieyntyd w^ my Lord ' Haftyngys and my Lord *^Daka- 
rys whyche be now gnsteft sibowt the Rymgys .perfon and alio f 
am well aqaeyntyd w^ the yonger Mottymere Fererys Hawte 
HaJrpbr Cxowmer and Bofewell of the kyngyshowfe. 

I ^ray yow let my Grandam and my cofyn Cler have know* 
la^ebow that Idefyryd you to let hem have loncAi^ge of the 
^y4ybgy8 In thjrs letyr for I promyfydforcofetfd them tydyngys 
I p ay yow let my modyr have cnowelage how y* I and my 
felawfcep and your Seruuntys arat y* wrytyng- of y* Icttyr in 
goo4 htll WelVd be God. 

I pray yow let my fadyr haVe knowlage of thy a lettyr ind of 
tec tbdyf^ lettyr y' I fcnl to my modyr by l^elbryggys man and 

• tow that I p*ay bothe hym' and my modyr lowly of her h\y {Tfgys^ 
I pray yow that yc wole fend ibe ibme lettyr how ye db and of 
yo' tydyngys w^ yow for 7 thyhk longe^hatl her* no word fro 
my modyr and yow I pray yow y* thys bill may reco'mand me 
to my Syftyr Margery and to my'Maftres Jone Gaync and to aH 
'g6dc Waftyry* knd felaWyi' Wh^n Caftyr llTent no lettyr to my 

* ,fadyr nevyr lyn I dep^yd fro yow for I kowd get 'no man to 

9 William, Lord Haflyngs, behc»]cd in 1483. 

... London 


I, 
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beorafe thejr ^aoM not kiAei^cip tb^ Kk^; th^ 0oe «K«;kya 
['jfi^i^ weUiknotey^adidifo is JohiUlytiin§foith aad XJawmM 
Hayteft^ >idierdbat>I :am ii|^t£>vry.; I pu); yfn letthen bftve 
weeting tluereof, that they may purvey dieirtfnsireiiL^iaAtic &> 
that the King may have knowledge,, why that they came not to 
him in their own perfons ; kt them come, or fend their excufe 
to me in writing*, and I fliall purvey that the King Ihall h|ive 
knowledge of their excufe ; for I am well acquainted with my 
Lord ^Haftyngs, and mry Lord '^^Dacres, -which be now great-* 
eft about the King's Peribn ; and alfo I am well acquainted with 
the younger Mortymer, Ferrers, Hawte, Harpur, Crowmer, 
and Bofewell of the King's Houfe. 

I pray, you let my Grandam, and my Coufin Clere have 
knowledge how that 1 deiired you to let them have knowledge of 
thefe tidings in this letter, for I promifed for to fend them tidings. 
I pray yoa let my Mother have kiiowlcdgCt^how that I> and my 
Fellowfhip, and your Servants are at the writing of this letter in 
good hell {health] ble&d be God. 

I pray you let my Father have knowledge of this letter, and of 
the other letter, that I fent to my Mother by Felbrigg*s man ; and 
how that I prjty beth^hi^ and m^ Mother, lowly ol* their bleiTitgs. 

I pray you that you will fend |ne fpnie letter how ye do,, and 
of your tidings wijth you, for I think |oQg that I hear no word 
from my Mother and you. 

I pray you th^t this bill pay ./caMnui^i^ ^% ^^^ff^. ?V^^^ 
Margery, and to my Miftrels Joan Qayae [Jw/?^>T.and.tQ ajl 

good Mafters and Fellows within Caifter. 

- • • • . 

I fent 
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London and neu' fythe I pray yow in cas ye ^ake w' my cofyA 
Margaret dexe recomande me to hyr and Almythy God hjive 
yow in hyft kepypg Wretyn at Newcaftyll on fat* nesct aftyr y* 
coniepiion of owyr Lady. 


Yo\ 


" ^^ ^Htm, t^ |*0it|reff. 


I p^ay yow let Rycfaard Call (b thys lettyr. 

1 1 i by t J. . 
" Autograph. PI* iv. N' xi* 


m^iffi^ 


To $hy Rygtb v)orJfcbipful Cofyn John Pajibn Sqvyer^ be this 

Lete defyuyd, &c. 

RYGHT worffchypfall and Reu*ent Cofyn • I recomfcunde 
me on to yoti wyth al myn hert as your feythful Kynnef- 
man and Oratour dtfyrynge to her' of the goode profp'ite and 
welfare of your worflchipfull modyr iny Lady and Cofyn wyth 
your wyflP'S^. John Pafton your'brertiern Wylliam and Clem«it 
'W all your Sony a and Doughters to iT^hbm I befeche y6u hertcly 
y* I may be recpmaundyd. God of hia byghe mercy p^fVe 

you 


- 1 feot ao tetter to my Father, never fince I departed from^ you^ 
for I could get no man to London and never fince. 

I pray you in cafe ye fpeak ^ith my Coufm Margaret Glere, 
recommend me to her ; and Almighty God have you. in his 
keepiog. Written at Newcaftle on Saturday next after the 
Conception of our Lady. 


Your,, 


11 


JOHN PASTON, the youi^^ 


I pray you Tet 1R.ichard Calle fee this tetter. 

Newcafik, 
Saturday, loth of December,. 
146S9 3 £• IV* 


LETTER XVIIJ. 

To ny right Wbrjhipful Coufin^ John Pafllon^ E/juirer ii tits 

Letter delivered^ 

RIGHT worihipful and reverend Cbufint I recoi^aHvid 
me unto you^ with all mine heart, as your faithful Kinf- 
man and Orator^ defiring to hear of the good profperity and 
welfare of your ' worihipfu> Mother my Lady and Gpufioi with 
your Wife, Sir Jdin Pi^koi^yowr ^retlwen WiUiai^;;iaQd (^c^ 
with aH your Sons^ aiid Daughters, ta whom E beieech you 
^Anrtily, that I may be recommended. God of hia high, mercy, 

preferve 
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ydu afi tm to hys 1111:7 and grace and late you ttwa, tH ad- 
verfite. 

WorficblpfuU Cafyn my fpecudl vrkynge tod lieityB delire 
afore reherfyd nature natural/ fo me cpxnpelljth ^ratt ihtm I h6 
putt fer ought of conceyte and fyght I have you all in remem* 
brance both day and nyght befechynge you gentyll Cofyn to ten* 
der my writynge I take God to my wyttnefle I wold as fayn do 
y^ myght be un to your hono^ worlfchippe and p'fite as any 
herthly man can thynke. 

Worfor now late deyde the Abbot of. our Monaftery ^nd 
lefte us in grete ded the brynger heroflF is my fp all frende, 
y^ holdyft brother in our place neu* hard nor faw our chtrche 
in y' myfcre y* is now we have * caft y* perellys amongys us 
and y' is now* other helpe butt eu'y brother y' hath any worf- 
Tchipfull kynne or Trendys cu*y man to do Iris parrto the wett 
fare focour and releve of our monafteri y'^for worflchipfuU 
Cofyn I a brother cjf y' wOfffchipfull monaftery wcr inne begoon 
the feyth of all thjs lond mekely Dcfechyth you in the 
reu^ence bf allmygty Cod to render helpe and foeour us in 
our grete neceffite for in London lyth to wedde many ryche 

Jowelk 

« • 

. This curiout Letteri inforroiflg^ii of thc./!ate of the Monaftery of St- Augnftinc, in 
C^nrtrbiffy, fbundtdia 605, aird ib Wlricb Ctn^lltaiiity wat firft presiclied by St. Au- 
gdduie, diuWog'fre ftfgo of £tbaU>ei«» iKiAj( KtMt^ «m wrimn by'&rncy Serfy, 
(PI. y. N^ X9*) A religious therCi and a rekition of Dame Agnes Paftnn, the widow of 
Sir WiirtftiD PaflMi, the Judge, and the Dau^fator of ^r lamupd Berry,- about. 1463 
or 1464, 8S Abbot James Sereooke ified is 14629 and wat fuccccdtd by Uillifmi Spllio^^ 
who continued Abbot till 1480. 
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preftfvc fon all unto his mercy a^ grace, and fav'e 70U frodi aU 
adverfity. 

Worfliiltful CouGn, my fpecial writing and heart's defire 
before r^earfed^ nature naturally fo me compelleth. 

What though I be put far out of conceit and fight, 
I have )^u all in remembrance both day and night j 

befeeching you^ gentle Coufin, to tender my writings I take 
God to my witnefs, I would as fain do that might be unto . 
your honour, worfhip, and profit, as any earthly man can think. 

Wherefore now late died the Abbot of our Monaftcry, and. 
left us in great debt; the Bringer hereof is my ipecial Friend. 
The oldeft Brother in our place pever heard nor faw our 
Church in that mifery that (/V) is nowj we have fcaft the p^erits., 
amongft us, and there is none other help, but every brother that 
hath any worfhipful Kin or Friends^, every man to do his. part 
to the welfare, and fuccour, and relief of our Monaftery. 

Therefore, worfhipful Coufin, I, a Brother of that worfhipful 
Monaftery wherein begun the Faith of all this Land, meekly be- 
feecheth you, in the reverence of Aknjghty God to render help, 
and fuccour uy in our great neceflSty j for in London lieth to 

The Letter is both pathetic and artful, the latter part from this Mark* (fee p. 282) to 
the Subfcripiion is croiTed out but not fo entirely as to hinder me from decypheiing it as 
here given. 

The Character at the beginning of this Letter I hare often met with, and particularly 
at the beginning of Letters written by Ecclefiaftics. It has ibme religious meaning I 
believe ; I am apt to think it (lands for L H. S. and in this particular L<?tter, confidering 
the form of the initial R, I fuppofe the whole to mpan Jcfu Maria. PI. v. N® 19. 

f We have caft, may here fignify either, that we have conftdtr^d the perils, ox that we 
h^ve dkfidfd them amongft us. 

Vol. I. O o wed 
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JoweHs of. ouris w* other grete detu wych my brother wylh 
enforme you of. 

: Plefyth your goodaefTe for Godys fake and all the. Seyntts of 
evyn and att my fympyll requefl: to have companion upon n^ 
ye havynge dooe fwerte both in obligacons and pleggs in y* 
reu'ens of all myghtl God do your AUmeOTe and Charite hitt 
fchall caufe yoi) to be prayed for and all your kynne as longe a^ 
the chirche ftantt and be this menys I truft to all myghty God 
to fe my Cofyn Wiirm or Clement to be Stward of our Londys 
and fo to have an intrelTe in Kentt, to the worflfchippe of God 
zpd you all wych eu' have you in his kepynge Amen. 

Writyn at Caunterbiry in haft the xxviij^* day of Januar'. 

Alfo I befeche you fchew the brynger of this Lett' fu huanite: 
and worflchipe y^ ^hen he comyth home he may reporte as her 
fyndeth. 

* y* is the caufe eu'y wele thi putt my Synne in my herd' 
feyinge I am come of Lordys Knygtes and Ladys I wold they wex^^ 
in your daung' a m* m'kc y' they mygte know you, &c. 

Be your CoQrn and bedmaSy 


xe«w 
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TTcd [pawn] many rich Jewels of ours, with other great debts, 
which my brother will inform you of. 

Pleafeth your goodnefs, for God's fake, aftd all the Saints of 
Heaven, and at my (imple requefl, to have compaffion upon U8> 
ye having due furety both in Obligations and Pledges^ 

In the reverence of Almighty God, do your Alms and Charity; 
it ihall caufe you to be prayed for^ and all your Kin as long as 
the Church flandeth ; and by this means, I truft to Almighty 
God, to fee my Coufm William, or Clement, to be Steward c£ 
our Lands, and fo to have an intereil in Kent, to the worihip 
of God and you all, which jsver have you in his keeping. 
Amen. 
" Written at Canterbury in hafte the 28th da;y of January. ' 

Alfo I befeech you, fhew the Bringer of this Letter fome hu^ 
manity and woHhip, that when he cometh home, he may report 
as he findeth. 

* This is the caufe every while they put my Kin in my beard, 
faying, I am come of Lords, Knights, and Ladies, I would they 
were in your dagger ^ ioqo Marks (666/. i^x. 4^/.) that they 

might know you, &c 

• ■ 

-By jour Coufin and Beadmati» 

HENRY BERRT, 

Cantcrbuiy, 
28th of JaDuaiy, 
J463 or 1464, 3 or 4 £• IV. 

O02 I<£T4 
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Xo my rygte retient and ^mrcbepfull Fadyr John Paji^n dmellyng 

in Caftyr be tbys defyu^d. 

* 

RYl^H reagent and worchepfall Fadyr I recomand me oa ta 
yow befechyng yow lowly of your blyHyng defyryng ta 
her' of yow"" wellfar and profperyte the whyche I pray God 
p fcrvc on to hys plefan$ and to yowyr hcrtys defyir befechyng 
yow to have me excufyd y^ ye had no wrytyng fro me fyth y^ 
I dcp'tyd fromc yow for fo Godmehelpe I fend yowa Lettyr to 
London anon aftyr.Kandylmas by a man of my Lordys and he 
forgat to delyu* yt to yow and fo he browt to me the lettyr ayea 
and fythe y* tyme I kowd ^t no meflenger tyll now. 

As for Tydyngs fyche as we have her* I fend yow my ' Lord 
and my Lady ar in good hele blyffyd be God and my Lord 
hathe gret labor' and coft her' in Walys for to take dyu's Gentyll 
men her' whyche wer confentyng and helpyng onto y* Dwke of 
Som'fctty$:gQyng; ahd they wer' ♦pefyd of othyr feteyn poyntys of 
trefon and thys mat' and bycaufe the Kyng fent my Lord woord 
to keep tli/s Contre, is caufe that my Lord terythe her' thus 
longc and now the Kyng hathe geve my Lord power whedyr 
he wole do execufyon upon thes Gentyllmen or p'don hem 
\\bedyr that hym lyft and as fertheforthe as I kan undyrftand yet 

' J'hnMov.bray, Duke of Norfolk, and Elizabc.h, Duchefs of Norfolk. 

they 


^ « • f 
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LETTER XIX- 


To my right reverend and worjhipful Father, John Pafton, 

dwelling in Caijier^ be this delivered. 

RIGHT reverend and worfhipful Father, I recommend me 
unto yoUy befeeching you lowly of your bleffing, de(k« 
ing to hear of your welfare and profperity, the which I pray 
God prefer ve unto his plefance, and to your heart's defiret 
befeeching you to have me excufed, that ye have no writing 
from me fince that I departed from you, for fo God me help, I 
fent you a Letter to London anon \^Joon'] after Candlemas, by a 
man of my Lord's j and he forgot to deliver it to you, fo he 
brought to me the letter again 3 and fince that time I could get 
no Meflenger till now. 

As for tidings fuch as we have here I fend you* 
My ' Lord and my Lady are in good heel, [healthy^ blefled be 
-God, and my Lx>rd hath great labour and coft here in Wales for to 
take divcrfe Gentlemea.here which were confenting and helping 
unto the Duke of Somerfet's going ; and they were appealed [accuj^ 
ed] of other-certain points- of Treafon, ^nd this matter; and be- 
eaxrfe the King fent my Lord word to keep this Country, is fthej 
taufe that my Lord tarrieth here thus long ; and now the King hath 
given my Lord power, whether he will do execution upon thefe 
Gentlemen, or pardon them, whether that him lift [plea/eth^'^ 
.aadaf6 far forth as I can underftaAd yet, they ihall have. grace, 

c Sindi 
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they fhall have Grafe and a6 foae as thes men be com* ia 
my Lord is perpofyd to come to London whycheJ fupofe fchall 
bj? w^ia ,thys fortnyght the menys namys y^ be apechyd ar thes 
John Hanmer and Wyll«» hy« Soiie Roger Pulyfton and Edward 
of Madok thefe he men of worchepe y* fchall com* in. 

. The Comenys in Lancalher and Chefcher wer up to the nom- 
byr of ax m^m mor' biu now they ,be downje ayen and on' or ij 
qC beip was he4yd in Cheftyr as on fat'day lad pad. 

* Thorn's Dunyell is h€r\iii CheiTcher but I wot not in what 
plafe he hathe fent iij ^or iiij letyrys to Syr John Howard fyn* 
iBrLord.comehedyr. 

/And otbyr tydynggs her we none her' but y^ I fupofe ye have 
herd befor I fupofe u'yly y' it fchall be fonye Eftern' cr eu' 
my Lord come to London y^ I fchal not move come home to 
yow befor' Eftera ^Jierfor I befech yow y' ye wole wyche 
fave that on' of you^ men may fend a byll to myn* Oncyll 
Clement or to :£om othyr man who y^ ye wole in youyr name 
j^ they ;may delyu' me the mony that I am behynd of y^ quarter 
i^ct Cryftmas and for the next quarter in parte of j^ fome y^ k 
j^^f^d.yow to grant me by yer for by my trowthe the Felawchep 
^J)£|ve not £> myche mony as we wend to have had be ryth myche 
for my Lord hath had gret cofts fyn he cam* hedyr. 
^Vherfor I bcfech yow that I may have y^ monj at Eiftern for 


f .' 


'^ 


I have 


J^ This gentleman had a rcvcrfionary Grant o^thc Conftablelhip of Rifing Caflle, ia 
14481 2^ H* VI. He married Margaret| Daughter of Sir Robert Howard, and Siller 
of Sir John, afterwards Di^ke of Norfolk. He is faid to have been attainted in the 
c £• IV. but fully refioted "both in blood and pofleffionfr in the i4di of the (ame tQng» 
M« ^w Bfquire of the body to Henry VI. 

Aftet 
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■ 

and ad fbon ad thefe men be come in^ my Lord is purpofed to 
come to London, which I fuppofe (hall be within this fortnight ; 
the men's names that be impeached are thcdfe, John Hanmer 
and William his Son, Roger Pulifton and Edward of Madoc,/ 
thefe be men of worfhip that fhall come in. 

The Commons in Lancafliire and Chefhire were up to the 
number of a 10,000, op more^ but now they be down again; and 
<&ne or two of them was headed in Chefter as on Saturday lad pafl.' 

* Thomas Daniel is here in Chefhire, but I wot not in what 
placci he hath fent three or four Letters to Sir John Howard,, 
iince my Lord, came hither. 

And other tidings have we none here, but that I fuppole ye: 
have heard before; I fuppofe verily that it fhall be fo nigh 
Eafter ere ever my Lord come to London, that I fhall not move, 
fto) come home to you Before Eafler ; wherefore I befeech you, 
that ye will vouchfafe, that one of your men may fend a 
bill, to mine Uncle Clement, or to fome other man, who that 
ye will, in your name, that they may deliver me the money that* 
I am behind of the quarter fince Chriflmas ; and for the nexT 
quarter, in part of that fum tiiat it pleafed - you to grant me 
by the year; for by my truth, the Fellowfhip have not fo* 
much money as we wend \thQught\ to have had by right much j\ 
far my Lord hath had great cofls finqe he came hither. 

Wherefore I befeech you, that I may have this money at" 

■ 

After the Deftru6lion of the Queen's Affairs, and the Capture of the King; Edmund 
Beaufort, Duke of Somerfet, privately retired into Wales, where he was affiled IcUut- 
flight into the Loir Countries, by the Wclfh, and Edward,' being at this time endearour*- 
tog to become popular, granted many pardons to thole who had affiled his Enemies. . 

la 14641. Eafter Sunday fell on the ^tjth of March, Autograph. Pi. it. N^* 1 1* 

Bailey; 
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I have borowyd mony y^ I muft paye ayen aft* Eftera and I pAy 
to AUmyty God have yow in kepyng. 

Wrctyn in y* Caftyll of the Holte in Walys the fyrft day of 
Marche. 

Yd" Sone and lowly S'vat, 


Sfoj^n ^a&oit, p^ pongeOf'. 


II }by 10. 


^t^m^mmmm^^^mi^^^^m^tm^imi^m^mmi^im^mimmm^^^^mmm^mmmmm^m^ 
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To Mqfi' y^^^ Fajlon or to my Mejlrefe hys Modre be this 

lett^ delyu'yd in haft. 

BROTHER I comand me to yow (then follows an order for 
making out an account and receiving fome RentSp &c.J 

By Juddy I fende yow a lett' by Corby w^ in iiij daycs byfFor 

* • 

tbys and ther w' ij potts oflF oyle for ' Saladys wbychc oyle 
wasgoode as mygbt be when I delyuyd itt and fchall begoode 
at y* refeyvyngc iff it be nott myffe handelyd nor myffe karryd, 
Itm as ffor tydyngs the Erie. olF * Northprnblonde is hooqie 

in 

» _ • ■ 

. * This Letter, though withoutauy namci wa^ written by Sir John P«fton, (Pl, iVp N® 9.) 
to his Brother John Paflon, and the mention of Oil for Sallads, fiicws us thax atthi» 
time Vegetable*. for the TaWewer^ilillcuUUaifdicai for thcconunOftopiftWii iias 

been 
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Eafter, for I have borrowed money, that I muft pay agato after 
Eafler. 

Aad I pray Alfaighty Ood have 70a in keeping. 

Written m tht Gaffie of the Holt» in Wales, the fifft day df 
Mat €h« 

Your Son and lowlj Servaat, 


JOHN PASTON, the youngeft. 


Holt Caftle, 

ifi March, 1463-4, s E. IV. 


t^^mtm 


^ 


LETTER XX. 

To Ma/ier Join Pq^on, or to my Mi/ire/s his Mother, Be this 

Letter delivered in bajle. 

BROTHER, I coihmend me to you {tbenfolh'ws an order for 
making out an Account ^ and receiving fome Rents, &c.J 
By jfuddy I fent you a Letter by Corby within four days befbre 
this ; and therewith two Pots of Oil for ' Sallads, which oil 
was good as might be wh^n I ddirered itt and (hall be good at 
the receiving, if it be not miflbandled, nor mi&arried. 

Iteoif as for tidings the Earl of ^ Northumberland is home 


been, that mod of our Pnntt and Garden Prodoftioat were fo entirely neg\t£ked during 
theft civn wars, ai to'hiiiF^ been almoft totally defiroyed. 

^ John-NerilTe,' was created Earl of Northumberland, ia 1463, but refigned this ^tle 
in 1469, to the fiunBjr of Bevcy, the ancient poflMTon of it. 
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in to y* Noothc and my Lord dfF 3 Glo'wceft* fchall affSr as-' to 
morow men feye Alfo thys daye Robert of RacclyfF wcddyd 
the Lady Dymmok at my place in ffleetftreet and qiy Ladye 
and yowrs Dam* Elizbieth * Bowghcher is weddyd to y* Lordc 
Howards Soon and Heyr, alfo S^ Thomas WalgVe is dedoflFy* 
fykncfle y* reygnyth on ttswefdaye, now cheer fFor yowe, alfac 
my. Lorde ^ Archebyfshope was browt to y* towr on fat'day 
at-nyght and on mondaye at mydnyght he was conveyd to k 
fchyppe and fo in to y"" fee and as yitt I can nott undreftande 
whedyr he is fent ner whatt is fallyn off hym men feye y* he 
. hathe oflFendyd, but as John flFort' feythe fome men fey naye but 
all hys meny ar dyfparblyd eu'y man hys weye and fom y*^ ar 
greete Klerkys and famous DoSors of hys goo now ageyn to 
Cambrygge to ScooUe As fFor any other tydyngs I hecr noon the 
cownteffe oft ^ OxenfFord is ftylle in Seynt Martyns I heer no 
worde ofF'hyr, the Qween hadde chylde a ^ Dowghter but late 
at Wyndefor ther off I trow ye hadde worde, And as ffor me 
Lam in.lyke cafeas.rwas and as ffor my Lc^rdc ^Ghtqxb'lqriL 
he is. nott yitt comen to town when he corny the than.fcttalK 
I. weete what to doo, S" jokn off Parr, is yowr ffrende and myn 

and 

' f' Richard Ptantsgcnctf'afitenraVA King RichArd^KI.' . " 

^ Tboroai Hanrard^. Son.ofjobn Lord Howardi .was crqatM lEskrl of Swr^fm iof^ 
Richard HI. and Duke of Norfolk/ by Henry VIlI.' He married Elizabeth, Daughter 
•mi 'Heir of. Sir Frflderibk'Tilneyy Kt^ an J wiBov/of f&miplirey EooMshi^v l^rd 
Bernert ; (he died about 1507. Their Son Thomas, afterwards Duke of Norfolk, was 
born about 1470. 

5 I fuppofe this means George Neville, Archbiflio^ of T^fk^ 9J»d brpthipr to Richard, . 
Neville, .£art of Warwicki who at this time was greatly dlfcoiitehted with the.fixK^c^ 
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. iQto the Norths and my Lord of 'Gloucefter (Kail afcer as to* 
morrow, men fay. Alfo this day Robert of Ratclyff wedded the 
Lady Dymock at my place in Fleet- fir eet» and my Lady and 
yours, Dame ^Elizabeth Bourchier, is wedded to the Lord 
Howard's Son and Heir. Alfo Sir Thomas Walgrave it 
dead, of the ficknefs that reigncth, on Tuefday, now [^^ery w] 
cheer for you.) Alfo my Lord ^ Archbifhop was brought to the 
Tower on Saturday at night ; and on Monday, at midnight, he 
was conveyed to a Ship, and fo into the Sea^ and as yet I cannot 
underftand whither he is fent, nor what is fallen [iecome] of 
him ; men fay, that he hath offended ; but, as John Forter faith, 
fome men lay nay; but all his meny {jM^ify] are difparbled 
{difperfedl^ every man his way ; and fome that are great Clerks, 
and fatuous Doftora of his, go now again to Cambridge to fchool. 

As for any other tidings I hear none ; the Countefs of 
* Oxford is ffill in St. Martin's, I hear no word of her. 

The Queen had Child a ^ Daughter but late at Windfor, 
thereof I trow ye had word. And as for me, I am in like cafe, 
as I was ; and as for my Lord * Chamberlain he is not yet come 
to Town, when he cometh then (hall I weet what to do. 
Sir John of Parr is your Friend and mine, and I gave him a 

ings of the King, and perhaps bad drawa his brother ihc Archbifliop into the commilBon 
of (bme atSl dlHigrceable to Edward. 

^ Margaiet, wife of John de Vcre, Earl of Oxford, was Daughter of Richard 
Neville, Earl of Salifbury, and Sifter of Richard, Earl of Warwick. 

This Lady futVcrcd much, both from poveity and dill re s, during the imprifonment 
«nd exite of her hufband. 

7 Elizabeth, afterwards Qyccn Confort of Henry VII. by this marrUge thp while 
and red Rofes were united ; ike was born in Febru^y 1465* 

^ WilliaiD, Lord Haftyn^s. 

P p 2 ftiir 


^ 
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and I gaffe hym a ffayr armyng Sworde win this Hj da^M. 
I harde fomwhat by hym oflF a bakfce ff^reende off yowr ye 
fchall knowe moor her afftr. 
Wrctyn the laft daye of Apryll. 

11 by lo |. 

Paper Mark, 

A Demy BulL 

PI. X. N<> s* 


r 


To Meftrejfe Matgref Pa/Ion be tbys ddyu*yd. 

RY G H T Worchypfull Moodre I comand me to yow and 
befeche yow of yowr blylTyng and Gods thanke yow ffor 
yowr tendreneflfe and helpe bothe to me my brother and fervants* 
(T^ben foliows an Account of Monies, Debts, &c. a Di/pute 
with bis Uncle WilUam, and a Defire to defer his Sijier Margery* s 
Marriage with Richard Calk till Cbrijlmas, &c.J 

The Kynge is comyn« to London, and ther cam* w' hym 
and roode ageyn him the Duke of ' Glowceftr the Duke of 

Suffblke 

This Letter, 6f Sir John Pafton^ (PL it. N'' 9.) to his mother, appears t6 have been 

written between the years 1466 and 1469, after King Edward^ ittsrriage, and the con* 

fe^uent difplcafure of the Earl of Warwick ; but as it has no date the predte dme cannot 

bo afeertained, nor have our Hiftories mentioned any public entry of the King into 

liondott^ CA hla coming froin York| about this Period* 

t Hcse 


.*•.. ■' 
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fMr trmiug Smoti within tbis Uuree cUya. I heard fiM&ewhat bjr 
him of a bock friend cf yours; and ye (hall know more faere-^ 
after. 

Written the Uft day of April. 

30th of April, 
6 E. IV. 


LETTER XXL 

To Mifirefs Margaret Pqfim^ be this delivered. 

RIGHT worihipful Mother, I commend me to^ you^ and 
.beieecfa you of your bleffing and God's ; thank you for 
your fiexxderneis and help both to me, my brother, and Servants. 
(Then follows an Account of Money ^ Debts ^ &c. a Dijpute with 
bis Uncle William^ and a Defire to defer bis Sifier Margery's 
marriage nmtb Richard Calle till Cbrijimas^ &c.J 

The King is come to London, and there came with him, and 
rode again [and rode t^ meet'\ him, the Duke of ' Gbucefter, the 


Here is no mention of any of the Queen^s ReUtions ib attendant on th« King*, who 
is faid to {peak of the Duke of Clarence, the Earls of Warwick and* Q^ord, and the 
4^hbifl)op of York as hi& bed Friends, though thofe of his Hbufehold knew he regarded- 
fhem in a very different light. 

^Richard Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucefteri afterwsrds Richard III. 

' Duke 


*" • . w i 
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^ Sutfblke y* £rle 6C 3 Aroundell the Erie of * NorthumbrcUtid the 
Erie of ? Efl'ex, the Lordes Harry and John* oft ^Bokfyngh*m the 
Lord 7 Dakres the Lorde ^ Chambreleyn the Lordc ' Monijoye, 
and many other knyghtys and Sq3wyers,*the Meyr of London xxij 
Aldremen in ikarlett and of the CrafFtys men of the town to y® 
nombre of CC all in blewe. The Kynge come thorow Chepe 
thowe it wer owt of hys weye be cawfe he wold not be feyn, and 
he was accompanyed in all peple w^ m^ horfle fom harneyfydand 
• fom nat. My Lorde '^ Archebyfshopcom w^ hym ffrom Yorke 
and is at y* " Moor and my Lorde of '* OxenfFord roode to 
have mett y* Kyng and he is w^ my Lorde Archebyfshop at y^ 
moor and come nat to town w^ the kynge fomefey y^ they wer 
yeft'daye iij myle to y^ Kyng wards ffrom the moor and that the 
Kyng fent them a maflkngr that they fcholde come when y* he 
fent ffor them. I wot not what to fuppofe therin, the Kyng 
hymfelffe hathe good langage of the Lords. of '^Clarance .bf 
** Warwyk and of my Lords of York of OxenfFord feyng, theybe 
hys bed ffrendys, but hys howfelde men have other langage 
fo that what fchall haflely ffalle I cannot feye. 


* John dc la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, he married Eazabcidi, Sifter of EdNvard IV. ' 

i William Fitzalao, Earl of Arundel, tparricd Joao, Daughtcrof Richard Neville, 
Earl of Salilbury. 

♦ John Neville, Earl of North umberlai|d, from 1463 to 1469 

5 Henry Bourchicr, Earl of EiTcx, he married 'Cecily, Aunt to Edward IV. 
^ Thcfe two LordsVcrc of the family of Stafford, Duke of Buckingham. 

7 Richard Fynes, Lord Dacrc. 

8 William, Lord Haftyngs. 

9 Walter Bloupty creaQ(p4 Lord Montjoy, in 146$^ 
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Duke of * Suffolk^ the Earl of 3 Arundel, the Earl of * Ndr- 
thumberland, the Earl of 5 Eflex ; the Lords Harry aod John oi& 
^Buckingham, the Lord ^Dacrc, the Lord ^Chamberlain, the 
Lord^MoDtjoy and many. other Knights and Efquires; the^ 
Mayor of London, 22 Aldermen, in.fcarlet,.anfd;Qf thjs Qraftf-^ 
men. of the TdWn. to the number of 200, all in blue. 

The King came through Cheap, though it were out of his 
way, becaufe \if he had not\ he would not be feen \ and. he vtes 
accompanied in all people with 1 000 horfe,^ fome harneffed and 
fome not. i . 

My Lord '® Archbifhop came with him from York, and is at 

the "Moor, and my Lord of '* Oxford rode to have met the 

• •■ '"-» 

King, and he is with my Lord Archbifhop at the Moor ; and 
came not to town, with the King. Some fay^ that they were 
yefterday three miles to the King wards from the Moor; and^ 
that the King fcnt them a Meffenger, that they (hould comer 
when that he fcnt for them. , 

Lwot \kno'w\xio\. what to fuppofe therein. 

The King himfelf hath good language of the Lords of '^ Cla- 
rence, of '♦ Warwick, and of pay Lords of York and of Oxford, 

faying^ they be his beft friends ; but his houfehold men have 

« 

other language, fo what, (hall haftily fall I cannot fay. My 

*• George Neville, Archbifhop of York. 

" The Moor, a Scat of the ArchVifl^op's in Hertfordflure* 

" John dc Vcre, Earl of Oxford. 

•J George Platitagenet, Duke of Clarence. 

»♦ Hichard Nc^Uc, Earl of Wurwirt.,. . 

Lord 
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My Lorde of *s Nprff ichall be her thyt ayght, I /chaU fiende 
yow mor when I knowe mor. 

Itm iff '^Bbyih'm conie not home w^ myn oncle W. 7* 
than ye feade me y* ij ffrenihe bookyft y^ he fi:holde have wretya 
y^ he may wrygbt them her. 

Paper Mark, 
iWBttoch of Grapes. 
Pi. X. N-^4. 

The Seal is round, bavmg a Fleur de Lys in the centro, 

furrounded by ten (maU ones each in a dvpie. PI. xiv« N^ aj. 

< s John Mow1>ray, Did^e of NocfoUu 


ft e % X « » %n33^ 

To his Worcbe^ull Broder John Paft$n be tbys delyued in bafi. 

RYGHT reu'eret and worchepfull Broder after all dewtes 
of recomcdacon I recomaude me to yow defyryng to her* 
of yo^ p'fp'ite and welfare, whych I p'y God long to cotynew 
to hys plefore, and to yo** herts dtfyr, Ictyng yow wete that I 
receyved a Lettt from yow, in the whyche tctt* was viij^ 
w* y* whyche I fchuld bye a peyer of flyppers. 

Ferthcrmor certyfying yow as for y*^ xiij' iiij?, whyche ye 
fende by a Jentylmaoys man, for my horde, cawlyd Thomas 
Newton, was delyu'cd to myn holies, and foo to my Creancer, 
M' Thomas Stevefon, and he hertdy recomcded hym to yow. 

Alfo ye fende me worde in the Ictt' of xij^* ' fyggs and viij'* 

' Theie were for his fttbfifience in Lentt reyfons^ 
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Lor4 qf '^ Norfolk, ihall be here this night. I fludl fend 70U 
saore .when I know xpone. 

Item, if '^ Ebyfham come not home with my Uncle William, 
that then ye fend- me the two French Books, that he fhould 
have writtcp, that h« may write them here. 

JOHN PAStON, Knight. 

'^ Bbyih^m wm a Tranferiber of Booka^ an Emplojrmeiit moch pstronifed before the 
laTention of Printing. 


LETTER XXIL 

STtf bis Worjbi^fid Brother^ Jjobn Fajion^ be this delivered in hafie. 

RIGHT reverend and wor0iipful Brother, after all duties 
of recommendation, I recommend me to you, defiring 
to hear of your profperity and welfare, which I pray God long 
to continue to his pleafure, and to your heart's defire ; letting 
you weet that I received a letter from you, in the which Let- 
ter was 8^. with the which I fhould buy a pair of Slippers. 

Farthermore certifying you as for the 13/. 4^ which ye fent 
by a Gentleman's man, for my board, called Thomas Newton, 
was delivered to mine Hoftefs, and fo to my Creanfor [Creditor] 
Mr. Thomas Stevenfon ; and he heartily recommended him to 
you; alfo ye fent me word in the Letter of 12/^. of 'Figgs 

VoL.L Q^q and 
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rcyfons, I have them not delyued, but I dowfe not I' flial 
have for Alwedyr tolde me of them and he feyde y' they came 

• • • 

aftyr in an other barge. 

And as for the Yong Jentylwbma, I wol certyfye yOw how 
I Yryftc felle in Qweyntaice w^ hyr, bir ffader is dede,'ther 
be ij fyfters of them y^ elder is juft weddyd, at the whych 
wcddyng I was w' myn hoftes/and alfo dcfyryd by y* Jentyl- 
ma hym felfe cawlyd WyUm Swanne whos dwyllyngc is in Eton. 
So it fortuned that myn' hoftes reportyd on me odyrwyfc than 
I was wordy» fo that hyr moder comau'dyd hyr to make me 
good chere, and fbo in good feythe fche ded; fche is not a 
bydynge ther fche is now hyr dwellyng is in London. But hyr 
moder and fche co to a place of hyrs V myle from Eton were y^ 
weddyng was, for becaufe it was nye to y* Jentylma whych 
weddyd hyr Dowtyr. And on monday next comynge y* is to 
fey y* * fyrft monday of clene Lentei hyr . moder and fche wyl 
goo to y* pardon at Schene, and foQ forthe to London and ther 
to abyde in a place of hyrs in Bowe Chyrche yerdc,* and if it 
plefe yow to inquere of hyr, hyr modyrs name is Meftres 
Alborow y"" name of the Dowtyr is ^ Margaretc Alborow the 
age of hyr is be all lykelyod xviij or xix yere at y* ferthefte, 
and as for the mony and plate it is redy when foo eu' fche 
were weddyd, but as for the lyvelod I trow not tyll aft* hyr 

modyrs 

*Jd 1468, the firft Sunday in Lent fell on th* sStb of February, which agspet 
with the date, St. Mathias being on the 24th of February. Sheen, is now called Rich* 
mpod, fo named by Henry VII. ... 

I He 18 very particular in his account o^ his Miilrefs's fortunei peribni age^ tec hia' 

OWA 
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and 2/i. of Raifins, I have them not. delivered, but I doubt not 
I fljall have, for Alweder told me of them, and he faid, that 
they came after In another Barge. 

And as for the young Gentlewoman, I will certify you how I 
firft fell in acquaintance with her; her father is dead, there b^ 
two Sifters of them, the elder is juft wedded ; at which wedding 
I was with mine hoftefs, and alfo defired [invited'] by the Gentle- 
man himfelf, called William Swan, whofe dwelling is in Eton. So 
it fortuned that mine Hoftefs reported on me otherwife than I w«i 
worthy ; fo that her mother commanded her^o make me good 
Cheer ; and fo in good faith (he did ; (he is not abiding where 
ihe is now, her dwelling is in London ; but her Mother and (he 
came to a place of hers five miles from Eton^ where the wedding 
was, for becaufe it was njgh to the Gentleman, which wedded 
her Daughter; and on Monday next coming, that is to lay, the 
* firft Monday of clean Lent, her Mother and ihe will go to the 
Pardon at Sheene, and fo forth to London, and there to abide in 
a place of hers in Bow Church- Yard ; and. if it pleafe you to 
enquire of her, her Mother's name is Miftrefs Alborow, the 
name of the Daughter is ^ Margaret Alborow, the age of her is, 
by all likelyhood, 1 8 or 1 9 years at the fartheft ; and as for the 
money and plate it is ready whenfoever fhe were wedded ; but 
as for the Livelihood, I trow \I believe]^ not till after her Mother's 


own age was at this time I fuppQfe about 18 or 20, a time of life when he might have 
been better employed than in learning to make verfes : of thefe here given, I can make 
nothings but an bgemous Friend has attempted a folution in a following note** 

Qj\ 2 deceafe. 
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xiXDdyr8*de(e&, but I can not telle yow for very certeyn, but 
yow may know by inqueryng, And as for hyr bewte jugc yow 
that when ye fee hyr yf fo be that ye take y^ laubore and fpecialy 
beolde hyr handys for and if it be as it is tolde me iche is 
dyfpofyd to be thyke. 

And as for my comynge from Eton I lake no thynge but 
werfyfyyngc whyche I trofte to have w^ a Ijftyli cotynuace. 

* Qr . Q^ n5 valet hora valet moniy unde dl |o( Arbore ia videas 
cxemplu. no die polTut Omia fupleri. fz tu ilia mora. 

And tfaes toojr'fe afore feyde be of mynown makyng. 

No more to yow at thys tyme but God have yow in hys kepyng; 

Wretyn at Eton the even of Seynt Mathy the Apoft^l ia 
hafte w^ the hande of yo" broder. 

II by 7. 

* Q^aerey Quemodo non vakt bora> Talet mora ? 

Vnde didum Tel dcdudara ? 

Arbere jam videas ezeroptum. Non die poffuol: 

Omnia fuppleri ; fed tamen ilia mora. 

Perbapi fbe words preceding youi^ Pafton^ attempt at a dillicb, exhibit only a com* 
mon Tbeme given out at Ichool, vith fioouc formulary query fumeKcd fioit* Onthia 

Theme 


Cnfe 0f tfie firft JRtlvmt^ 


w • 
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deceafe, but I cannot tell you for very certain, l)Ut you may 
know by enquiring. 

And as for her Beauty, judge you that, when you fee her, if 
fo be that ye take the labour; and fpecially behold her hands, 
for and if it be, as it is told me, fhe is difpofed to be thick. 

And as for my coming from Eton, I lack nothing but verd- 
fying, which 'I truft to have with a little continuance. 

* Quare, Quomodo. Non valet hora, valet mora. 

Unde dl |o| 

Arbore jam videas exemplum. Non die poflunt 
Omnia fuppleri, fed tu ilia mora. 
And thefe two verfes aforefaid be of mine own making. 
No more to you at this time, but God have you in his keqpzng. 
Written at Eton the even of Saint Mathias the Apoftle in 
haftc, with the hand of your Brother. 


♦ WILLIAM PASTON, Junior 


Eton, 

Wednefiiay, 23d of February » 
1467-8, 7 E. IV. 


Theme the hexameter aod pentameter s^pear to bare been written. It k needlefi to pai^ 
ticulai ize their defedt in quantity, &c. Th.it verfification^ howeTer, was attended to la 
•our public fchools, at this early period, ma) be afcertained by fuch imperfed linet, as 
well as by a more corre^ performance. See likewife Letter xuii. p* 171. 273. 

^ A Younger Son, of John Paflon, Efquire, by Margaret, Daughter of John Mawtehy,^ 
Efquire, and brother of Sir John Pafton> Knight. PI. v. N^ 13^ 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.. 
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